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Coordination Versatility of Pyrazole-Based Ligands towards High-Nuclearity
Transition-Metal and Rare-Earth Clusters

Marta Viciano-Chumillas,[a,b] Stefania Tanase,[a][‡] L. Jos de Jongh,*[b] and Jan Reedijk*[a]

Keywords: N ligands / Cluster compounds / Magnetic properties / Transition metals / Rare earths

The synthesis of transition-metal and rare-earth clusters has
become a very active research field, mainly because these
compounds can behave as molecule-based magnets. The for-
mation of such compounds strongly depends on the choice
of the bridging ligand. This review covers the progress made
by pyrazole-based ligands in the formation of new transition-

Introduction

Polynuclear clusters have become an appealing research
field because of their relevance in bioinorganic chemistry as
functional models for the active site of metalloenzymes,[1,2]

and also because of their interesting magnetic properties.[3,4]

These paramagnetic clusters can behave as molecule-based
magnets, exhibiting a remnant moment below a critical
temperature.[3–5] The choice of the bridging ligand is crucial
for the formation of these cluster compounds. Carboxylates,
Schiff base derivatives and more recently oximes have been
widely studied as bridging ligands.[6–9] The use of pyrazole-
based ligands is still limited.[10–12] Therefore, in this review,
the coordination versatility of pyrazole-based ligands for
the formation of polymetallic compounds, especially deal-
ing with high-nuclearity clusters, is presented. Synthetic ap-
proaches, structural diversity and magnetic properties are
described.

Pyrazoles are five-membered heterocyclic aromatic rings
consisting of three carbon atoms and two nitrogen atoms
at the positions 1 and 2 (Figure 1). The N(1)–H has an acid
character due to the proton, whereas the N(2) has a basic
character due to the lone pair in the sp2 orbital. Tautomer-
ism exists in the case of symmetrical substitution or non-
substitution on the ring, unless the substituent is in position

[a] Leiden Institute of Chemistry, Gorlaeus Laboratories, Leiden
University,
P. O. Box 9502, 2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands
Fax: +31-71-527-4671
E-mail: reedijk@chem.leidenuniv.nl

[b] Leiden Institute of Physics, Kamerlingh Onnes Laboratory,
Leiden University,
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Fax: +31-71-527-5404
E-mail: jongh@physics.leidenuniv.nl

[‡] Current address: Van ’t Hoff Institute for Molecular Sciences,
University of Amsterdam,
Science Park 904, 1098 XH Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
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metal and rare-earth clusters. Synthetic approaches, struc-
tural diversity and magnetic properties are described. The
formation of other interesting supramolecular structures,
such as metallocycles or metallohelicates is also described to
emphasize the richness of this type of ligands.

1. This is because breaking the N–C bond is more difficult
than breaking the N–H bond. Five-membered heterocycles,
such as pyrazoles, are π-excessive. Consequently, they are
poorer π-acceptors and better π-donors than six-membered
heterocycles. Hence, they can act as a hard donor site.[13,14]

Numerous synthetic routes have been used to obtain pyr-
azole-based ligands. Two routes are the most common: the
condensation of a 1,3-diketone (1,3-dicarbonyl) with hy-
drazine derivatives and the 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of di-
azoalkane with alkynes.[15]

Figure 1. Pyrazole (Hpz).

Pyrazoles can behave either as monodentate or as biden-
tate ligands, after deprotonation of the N(1)–H group. The
pyrazolato anion can act as an endo (η2) or an exo-biden-
tate (η1-η1) bridging ligand (Figure 2). This coordination
ability or nucleophilicity is controlled by the nature of the
metal ion and the substituents on the pyrazole ring. Substit-
uents at the 3- and 5-positions modify the steric properties,

Figure 2. Common coordination modes of the pyrazole ligand and
the corresponding anionic ligand.
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whereas substituents at the 4-position can mainly influence
the electronic properties.

The study of the coordination chemistry of pyrazole li-
gands began in 1889 with the report of a silver(I) complex,
[Ag(pz)]n.[16] Much later, Trofimenko and co-workers stimu-
lated the research with the introduction of poly(pyrazolyl)-
borate chelating ligands in coordination chemistry.[17–20] Af-
ter this discovery, numerous papers and reviews have been
written illustrating the rich coordination chemistry of pyr-
azole-based ligands.[13,14,21–24] In the literature, three major
reviews devoted to polynuclear compounds have been re-
ported.[10–12] The first review was published in 1997 high-
lighting the catalytic activity of polynuclear heteroatom-
bridged pyrazole complexes.[12] Two other reviews have ap-
peared more recently.[10,11] One deals with di-, oligo- and
polynuclear transition-metal complexes with substituted
pyrazole ligands having chelating side arms.[11] The other
review describes the structural diversity of pyrazole ligands
for the formation of all types of metal compounds in all
ranges of nuclearities.[10] In this review, the aim is to provide
an overview of the pyrazole-based ligands used to form
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transition-metal and rare-earth clusters, with a more de-
tailed description of their magnetic properties and with a
focus on the ability of the pyrazole ligand to provide a path-
way for magnetic exchange interactions. Deprotonated pyr-
azoles can link two metal ions, which results in a metal–
metal distance of 3.5–4.5 Å. Substituents on the pyrazole
ring can induce changes in the intermetallic distances, hence
controlling the magnetic exchange interactions. Therefore,
the compounds discussed in this manuscript are grouped
depending on the type of substituents on the pyrazole li-
gand. In this work, pyrazoles substituted at the N1 position,
polymers and dinuclear compounds are not discussed.

Polynuclear Compounds

Pyrazole Ligands with Non-Coordinating Substituents

Most cluster compounds incorporate the pyrazole ligand
or its derivatives with non-coordinating substituents, such
as Br, NO2, Me, Mes (2,4,6-trimethylphenyl), and so on, at
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the 3-, 4-, or 5-position of the pyrazole ring (HR-pz). Fig-
ure 3 shows some of the pyrazole ligands discussed in this
section.

Figure 3. Some of the pyrazole ligands with non-coordinating sub-
stituents discussed in this review.

Trinuclear complexes are the most common clusters with
pyrazole ligands or pyrazole derivatives containing non-co-
ordinating substituents. These compounds can adopt two
different types of structure. The first type is a linear struc-
ture, formed when the pyrazole is deprotonated, and it brid-
ges the metal ions (Figure 4a); other ligands are found at
the terminal positions (i.e. halogens, acetylacetonate, non-
deprotonated pyrazoles or cyclopentadienyl ligands). Some
examples reported contain nickel(II),[25,26] cobalt(II),[27,28]

palladium(II) ions,[28] and palladium(II)/cobalt(II) mix-
tures.[28] Weak antiferromagnetic interactions were observed
between the paramagnetic metal ions in all cases.

Figure 4. Structural types of trinuclear pyrazole-bridged com-
pounds.

The second possible type of structure for trinuclear com-
pounds is the triangle (Figure 4b, c). Monovalent group 11
ions [copper(I) (Figure 5), silver(I) and gold(I)] and mer-
cury(II) ions form compounds with a general formula
[M(R-pz)]3.[29–42] In the case of gold(I/III), compounds of
type [M3(R-pz)3(L)2] are formed.[43–45] Nevertheless, com-
pounds with other nuclearities can also be formed, such as
tetranuclear or hexanuclear compounds.[30,39] In some cases,
the distance between the trinuclear units is small, which
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leads to the formation of dimers of trinuclear units.[46–49]

Trinuclear heterobimetallic gold(I)–silver(I) compounds
have been synthesized with 3,5-diphenylpyrazole and other
type of bridging ligands.[50,51] Compounds with the general
formula [M3(R-pz)6] are formed with divalent metal ions,
such as palladium(II),[52] platinum(II)[53] or platinum(II/III)
ions.[53]

Figure 5. Molecular structure of [Cu3(L1f)3].[30]

[M3-µ3-O(R�)]m+ (R� = H, Me; m = 4, 5, 7) centred tri-
angles are reported with several transition-metal ions, such
as iron(III), cobalt(II/III) and copper(II) ions (Figure 4c).
Compounds X4[Fe3(µ3-O)(L1f)6Cl3]Cl2 (X+ = HNEt3

+,
Bu4N+, PPh4

+) have a structure which resembles the basic
carboxylates because of the presence of six pyrazole li-
gands.[54] Mössbauer spectroscopy, magnetic susceptibility
and EPR studies revealed the presence of antiferromagnetic
interactions between the iron(III) ions and the achievement
of a ground state of ST = 1/2.[54] In this case, the pyrazole
ligands mediate stronger antiferromagnetic interactions
than the analogous carboxylates.[54] Another example is a
mixed-valence cobalt(II/III) compound, [Co3(µ3-OH)(L1a)4-
(dbm)3]·2THF (Hdbm = dibenzoylmethane), with a µ3-hy-
droxide bridge.[55] Numerous compounds were synthesized
with the copper(II) ion. Many of them were reported by
Raptis and co-workers,[56–62] who studied the influence of
non-coordinating substituents on the pyrazole ring and of
the terminal ligands, L. The general formula of these com-
plexes is [Cu3(µ3-OR�)(R-pz)3L3]m+ (R� = H, Me; L = Cl–,
Br–, HL1a, RCO2

–, HL1g, H2O, EtOH; R-pz– = L1a–, L1f–,
L1h– and m = 0, 1, 2) (Figure 6).[56–72] Most of the trinu-
clear centred copper(II) triangles are synthesized from a
copper(II) salt and the pyrazole ligand in a molar ratio 1:1
or 1:2, in the presence of base and with use of different
counterions.[56] Other possible synthetic routes are: (i) the
substitution of the terminal ligand or the centred anion in
a preformed trinuclear compound; (ii) the addition of a
bridging ligand such as carboxylate, an acid, a base or
NaBr to a trinuclear copper(II) compound.[56,59,60,63,65] The
control of the pH is crucial in the formation of the triangu-
lar structure, since numerous species often exist in solution.
In some cases, compounds of higher nuclearity, or polymers
that retain the trinuclear structure are obtained.[61,63–67,72]

Another synthetic route to obtain trinuclear-centred cop-
per(II) compounds is by oxidation of mononuclear cop-
per(I) complexes.[68] Apparently, the introduction of substit-
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uents at the 4-position of the aromatic ring does not affect
the formation of trinuclear copper(II) complexes. The use
of 3,5-substituted pyrazoles precludes the formation of the
triangle, because of the steric effects of such side groups in
the ligand. In these cases, mononuclear or dinuclear cop-
per(II) complexes were obtained.[59,64] So far, in only one
case with substituents at the 3,5-positions, the trinuclear
structure is retained.[69] By following similar procedures as
those described for the synthesis of O(R�)-centred cop-
per(II) triangles (R� = H, Me), but with different amounts
of the counterion, compounds with the formula [Cu3(µ3-X)2-
(R-pz)3X3]2– (X– = Cl–, Br– and R-pz– = L1a––L1f–) are
formed (Figure 6).[56–59,61] Trinuclear copper(II) com-
pounds with two types of bridging ligands, such as hydrox-
ide and chloride ligands for [Cu3(µ3-OH)(µ-Cl)Cl(L1a)3-
(HL1a)2],[73] and oxide and perchlorate ligands for [Cu3(µ3-
O)(ClO4)(L1a)3(HL1a)3]·CH3OH,[74] were also reported. In

Figure 6. Molecular structure of anion [Cu3(µ3-O)(L1f)3Cl3]2–[70]

(top) and anion [Cu3(µ3-Br)2(L1f)3Br3]2–[57] (bottom).

Table 1. Magnetic and structural data for trinuclear copper(II) compounds.[a]

Compound Cu–Y–Cu[b] Cu3–µ3–Y[c] J /cm–1[d] g[e] g[f] Ref.

(PPN)2[Cu3(µ3-O)(L1a)3Cl3] 119.59, 119.59, 120.82 n.r. –250 2.1 n.r. [56]

(PPN)2[Cu3(µ3-OH)(L1a)3Cl3] 118.54, 117.26, 104.38 0.524 n.r. n.r. n.r. [56]

[Cu3(µ3-OH)(L1a)3(MeCO2)2(HL1a)] 118.0, 115.5, 102.6 0.563 � 0 n.r. gxx = 2.015, gyy = 2.050, [65]

gzz = 2.200
[Cu3(OH)Cl2(L1a)3(py)2]·py 102.2, 113.3, 70.93 n.r. –74, –11.5 2.17 n.r. [73]

[Cu3(OH)(L1a)3(HL1a)2(NO3)2]·H2O 112.0, 115.0, 116.4 0.478 � 0 n.r. 2.1 [68]

[Cu3(µ3-OH)(L1a)3(HL1a)2(Me3CCO2)2]- 116.32, 111.98, 108.40 0.567 –117.7, 2.047 n.r. [71]

(Me3CCOOH)2 –90.3, –90.3
(Bu4N)2[Cu3(µ3-Cl)2(L1a)3Cl3] 86.05 n.r. +14.3 2.07 g� = 2.05, g� = 2.11 [56,57]

(Bu4N)2[Cu3(µ3-Br)2(L1f)3Br3] 77.41–81.07 n.r. +1.55 g� = 2.46 g� = 2.01, g� = 2.08 [57]

g� = 2.42
[Cu3(µ3-OMe)Cl(L1h)3(HL1h)2]Cl 105.77, 105.09, 101.87 n.r. –100 2.19 g� = 2.21, g� = 1.47 [69]

[Cu3(µ3-OMe)Br(L1h)3(HL1h)2]Br 107.43, 104.61, 104.40 n.r. –103 2.20 g� = 2.19, g� = 1.59 [69]

[a] PPN+ = bis(triphenylphosphoranylidene)ammonium cation; ligand abbreviations HL1a–HL1f are given in Figure 3; n.r. = not re-
ported. [b] Cu–Y–Cu angle (Y = O2–, HO–, Cl–, Br–). [c] Distance of µ3-Y from the Cu3 plane. [d] The J values describe the magnetic
exchange interactions depending on the geometrical parameters of each compound; the reported J values have been converted according
to the Hamiltonian Ĥ = –Σ2JijSiSj for comparison. [e] g values obtained from the fitting of the magnetic susceptibility data. [f] g values
obtained from EPR measurements.
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these trinuclear copper(II) compounds, the introduction of
substituents on the pyrazole ring does not induce any sig-
nificant structural differences, such as Cu···Cu distances or
Cu–µ3-Y [Y = µ-O2–, OH–, OMe–, µ-X (X– = Cl–, Br–)]
distances. The main structural difference between all the tri-
nuclear copper(II) triangles is the central bridging atom
that induces the distortion of the Cu–µ-Y–Cu angle when
going from µ-O2– through OH– to µ-X (X– = Cl–, Br–).

Magnetic susceptibility and EPR studies were performed
for some of the trinuclear copper(II) compounds
(Table 1).[56,57,65,68,69,71,73] Strong antiferromagnetic interac-
tions between the copper(II) ions are operative in the case
of the compounds with a Cu–µ3-Y–Cu angle of approxi-
mately 120° (Y2– = O2–). Generally, a decrease in the magni-
tude of the antiferromagnetic exchange interaction is ob-
served when the Cu–µ3-Y–Cu angle decreases (Y– = OH–),
and ferromagnetic interactions become operative when the
Cu–µ3-Y–Cu angle is approximately 80° (Y– = Cl–, Br–).
This change in the magnetic behaviour is explained by the
principles of the orbital complementarity and overlap-
ping.[57] In some of the O(R)-centred copper(II) triangles,
small values of magnetic susceptibility (values lower than
those expected for a ST = 1/2) at low temperature are
found.[69,73] This common phenomenon can be described by
the presence of antisymmetric exchange between the cop-
per(II) ions in view of the magnetic susceptibility and EPR
studies.[69]

Mononuclear and trinuclear copper(I/II) complexes with
pyrazole ligands were used as starting materials to synthe-
size compounds of higher nuclearity by addition of other
bridging ligands (i.e. carboxylate, pyridazine or nitrate li-
gands).[29,61,75,76] Pyrazole-based ligands have also been
used as additional bridging ligands with mononuclear com-
pounds to form tetranuclear copper(II) compounds[77] or to
bridge two trinuclear units, thus forming hexanuclear cop-
per(II) compounds with the formula [PPN][Cu6(µ3-O)2(R-
pz)6(4-R�-3,5-Ph2-pz)3] (R-pz– = L1a–, L1c–, L1d–; R� = H,
Cl).[62] In these hexanuclear copper(II) compounds, DFT
calculations and magnetic studies indicated that the low-
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symmetry distortion within each trinuclear unit and the
antisymmetric exchange at low temperatures are important
to determine the magnetic behaviour.[78]

Another class of trinuclear compounds that is not very
common is formed by the linear heterobimetallic com-
pounds with the formula (cyclam)M[(µ-Cl)U(L1k)4]2 (M =
Ni, Cu, Zn, Co; cyclam = 1,4,8,11-tetraazacyclotetra-
decane). They are synthesized from the homoleptic dimer
[U(L1k)4]2 and the compound [M(cyclam)Cl2]. In the case
of nickel(II) and cobalt(II) compounds, weak ferromagnetic
interactions between the metal ions are present with J val-
ues between 2.8–19 cm–1 (NiII–UIV) and 15–48 cm–1 (CoII–
UIV).[79,80]

The use of lanthanide ions with pyrazole ligands is still
very limited, especially in the synthesis of high-nuclearity
compounds rather than the common polymeric structures.
It has been observed that the size of the lanthanide ions can
sometimes determine the type of structure and nuclearity of
the resulting compounds under similar reaction condi-
tions.[81,82] [Nd3(L1a)(HL1a)2](HL1a)(tech)2 (tech =
1,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinoline) is a triangular compound in
which the pyrazole ligand displays several coordination
modes, including endo (η2) and exo (η1-η1) modes.[82] An-
other example is a tetranuclear europium(II) compound,
[Eu4(L1m)8], which has a linear structure formed by a di-
mer of dinuclear units. In this compound, the pyrazole li-
gand binds the metal ions in the endo (η2) and exo (η2-η2)
coordination modes (Figure 7).[81]

Figure 7. Molecular structure of [Eu4(L1m)8].[81]

Tetranuclear copper(II) compounds are generally synthe-
sized from a copper(II) salt, the pyrazole ligand, another
type of ligand and a base. In these compounds, the pyrazol-
ate anion bridges two dinuclear units.[83,84] For example, the
compound with the formula [Cu4(L1a)4L2]ClO4 (HL = 1,3-
diamino-2-propanol), has a dinuclear unit formed by two
copper(II) ions bridged by a pyrazolato ligand and by 1,3-
diamino-2-propanolato.[83] Another example is the com-
pound [Cu4L2(L1a)4(CH3OH)2](ClO4)2 {L = 1,1-bis(2-pyr-
idyl)-1-methoxymethanol}.[84] Magnetic susceptibility stud-
ies define both compounds as dinuclear complexes with
weak antiferromagnetic interactions between the dinuclear
copper(II) units, ascribed to the countercomplementary be-
haviour of the bridging pyrazole that decreases the value
of the magnetic exchange imposed by the other bridging
ligand.[83,84] Another example is the compound [Cu4F2(µ4-
F)(L1j)5(HL1j)4], which contains a µ4-F bridge between the
four copper(II) ions that interact antiferromagnetically.[85]

A tetranuclear zirconium(IV) compound is obtained by
conversion of a dinuclear compound in wet toluene.[86] Tet-
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ranuclear heterobimetallic compounds with palladium(II)
ions and silver(I) or gold(I) ions have also been re-
ported,[52,87] as well as those with zinc(II) and sodium(I)
ions.[88] Some of the tetranuclear compounds that are re-
ported in the literature were minor side products that were
only characterized by X-ray crystallography.[89,90]

The reaction of CuX2 (X– = Cl–, Br–, NO3
–) with 3(5)-

tert-butylpyrazole (HL1i) and sodium methoxide in meth-
anol affords the heptanuclear compounds [{Cu3(HL1i)6(µ3-
X)(µ3-OH)3}2Cu]X6 (X– = Cl–, Br–, NO3

–).[91,92] With CuF2

under the same reaction conditions, a hexanuclear cyclic
copper(II) compound is formed (see metallocycles).[93]

Using a ligand with large steric hindrance at the 3,5-posi-
tions of the pyrazole ring precludes the formation of these
heptanuclear species and affords a trinuclear compound (as
described above).[69] The heptanuclear copper(II) com-
pounds are double-cubanes in which a vertex of a cop-
per(II) ion coordinated by six hydroxide ligands is shared.
Antiferromagnetic interactions between the copper(II) ions
were found in all compounds, and the variation of the mag-
netic exchange interaction is in agreement with magne-
tostructural correlations on the basis of the Cu–O–Cu
angles (the so-called Haase correlation)[94] for the [Cu4(µ3-
OR)4]4+ and [Cu2(µ-OH)]3+ species, leading to a ground
state of ST = 1/2.[91,92]

[Fe8(µ4-O)4(L1a)12Cl4] is an octanuclear iron(III) com-
pound with a Fe4O4 cubane structure, where the inner
iron(III) ions are connected with the outer iron(III) ions
through pyrazole bridges and with the chloride ligands at
terminal positions.[95] This compound is the first example
of an all-iron(III) cubane.[95] The compound has an unusual
stability due to the [Fe4O4]4+ core. Replacement of the ter-
minal chloride ligands with other ligands and the introduc-
tion of the fourth substituent on the pyrazole ring (HL1b
and HL1c) were reported.[96] These compounds exhibit sim-
ilar redox properties, demonstrating that the [Fe4O4]4+ core
is redox-active.[96] Strong antiferromagnetic interactions be-
tween the iron(III) ions are present in the compound
[Fe8(µ4-O)4(L1a)12Cl4]. The fit of the experimental mag-
netic data indicates strong antiferromagnetic coupling be-
tween the inner and the outer iron(III) ions (J =
–50.55 cm–1), whereas much weaker coupling is observed
between the iron(III) ions within the core (J =
–2.1 cm–1).[96] The stronger antiferromagnetic interactions
between the inner an the outer iron(III) ions are in agree-
ment with the larger Fe–O–Fe angles, approximately 119°,
as compared with the Fe–O–Fe angles within the inner core,
approximately 98°. DFT studies were performed to confirm
the parameters obtained from a fit of the experimental mag-
netic susceptibility data.[96] A gallium(III) analogue was
synthesized.[97] Other examples of octanuclear clusters in-
volve molybdenum(V/VI)[98] or zinc(II) ions.[99] The com-
pound [Ni(bma)(H2O)3][Ni8(OH)6(L1a)12]·6DMSO {bma =
bis(2-benzinidazolylmethyl)amine} consists of an anionic
structure composed from an octanuclear nickel(II) unit,
[Ni8(OH)6(L1a)12]–, and a cation formed by a mononuclear
nickel(II) entity, [Ni(bma)(H2O)3]+. In the former case, the
eight nickel(II) ions form a cube and the Ni···Ni···Ni angles
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are around 90°. Antiferromagnetic interactions are present
between the nickel(II) ions in the octanuclear anion, leading
to S = 0, but the ground state of the molecule is ST = 1,
resulting from the mononuclear counterion.[100] DFT calcu-
lations were performed to estimate the magnetic exchange
interactions.[100]

Chandrasekhar and co-workers have employed the com-
bination of phosphonates and pyrazoles (HL1a, HL1k,
HL1l and HL1m) as ligands to form a tetranuclear cad-
mium(II) compound[101] and copper(II) complexes of dif-
ferent nuclearities,[102–105] ranging from tetranuclear to
hexadecanuclear (Figure 8). All compounds display anti-
ferromagnetic interactions of different strengths.[102–105]

Figure 8. Molecular structure of the neutral compound [(Cu12L1l)6-
(µ3-OH)6(µ-OH)3(µ3-tBuPO3)2(µ6-tBuPO3)3].[104]

The combination of two pyrazole moieties, i.e. bis-
(pyrazole) ligands, was successfully used to form tetranu-
clear copper(II) compounds[106] and also porous coordina-
tion polymers with palladium(II), platinum(II), silver(I) or
copper(I) ions.[107–110]

Pyrazole Ligands with Substituents Containing Donor
Atoms

Substituents with donor atoms on the pyrazole ring can
increase the number of possible metal-binding sites that
may lead to polynuclear type of compounds. Commonly,
the substituents are placed at the 3- and 5-positions of the
aromatic ring. Variation of the side arm chain lengths gives
some control over metal–metal separation, while the
number and type of side arm donor sites allow the determi-
nation of electronic and coordinative properties.[12,22] Re-
cently, a review has been published by Meyer and co-
workers, dealing with polynuclear transition-metal com-
plexes with compartmental pyrazolate ligands.[11] The main
part of the review was dedicated to dinuclear compounds.

Pyrazole Ligands with N-Donor Substituents, Amines

Figure 9 shows the ligands used for the compounds de-
scribed in this section. An important part of this research
has been developed by Meyer and co-workers,[111–126] who
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have studied the coordination ability of the 3,5-disubsti-
tuted pyrazole ligands with chelating side arms, mainly with
N-donor atoms. These ligands differ in the chain lengths of
the chelating side arms and the number of donor sites.

Figure 9. Pyrazole-based ligands with N-donor substituents,
amines.

Tetranuclear nickel(II) compounds with the general for-
mula [Ni4L2]6+ were synthesized with stoichiometric
amounts of the metal salt, the pyrazole-based ligand
(HL = HL2c–HL2h, see Figure 9), the base and an appro-
priate amount of the bridging ligand, such as azide and/or
carboxylate.[115–120] Another synthetic approach employed
the reaction of dinuclear complexes with labile co-ligands
and with azides.[116,118,120] In some cases, the assembly of
these dinuclear nickel(II) units can lead to other topologies
such as 1D chains.[115,123] The similar central core of the
tetranuclear nickel(II) structures is formed by dinuclear
nickel(II) units, [Ni2L]3+, which are connected by azide and
carboxylate bridges (Figure 10).[115–120] Table 2 shows the
values of the magnetic exchange interactions for the tetra-
nuclear nickel(II) compounds discussed above. In most of
the tetranuclear compounds, overall antiferromagnetic in-
teractions are present between the nickel(II) ions (high-
spin), leading to a ground state of ST = 0, except for the
first four compounds in Table 2, in which ferromagnetic in-
teractions between the nickel(II) ions are dominant.[116]

Ferromagnetic exchange interactions between nickel(II)
ions are found in the presence of end-on azido bridges. In
the case of end-to-end azido bridges, weak antiferromag-

Figure 10. Molecular structure of the cation [Ni4(L2f)2(µ-1,1-N3)2-
(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CMe)2]+.[117]
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Table 2. Magnetic data for a selection of tetranuclear nickel(II) compounds.

Compound[a] J /cm–1[b] g Ref.

[Ni4(L2c)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](ClO4)2·2CH4O·0.5H2O +1.8; +4.2 2.21 [116]

[Ni4(L2c)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](ClO4)2·2C3H6O·C5H12 +2.5; +2.5 2.16 [116]

[Ni4(L2c)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](BPh4)2·2C3H6O +3.4; –1.0 2.22 [116]

[Ni4(L2d)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](BPh4)2·2C3H6O +0.9; –5.8 2.27 [116]

[Ni4(L2d)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](BPh4)2 +2.0; +4.7 2.19 [116]

[Ni4(L2g)2(µ3-1,1,3-N3)2(MeOH)2](ClO4)4 –42.6; –24.0; +32.1 2.19 [115]

[Ni4(L2f)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CMe)2]·ClO4·C3H6O –110; +106; +2 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2f)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CPh)2]·ClO4·NaClO4·2C3H6O·H2O –111; +51; +9 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2h)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CMe)2]·ClO4 –133; +129; +26 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2h)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CAda)2]·ClO4·C3H6O –111; +86; +5 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2e)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CAda)4]·ClO4 –39; +98; –12 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2g)2(µ4-1,1,3,3-N3)(O2CAda)4]·ClO4 –50; +66; +7 2.15 [117]

[Ni4(L2d)2(µ-1,1-N3)2(µ-1,3-N3)2](BPh4)2·2C3H6O –16.2; +2 2.01 [118]

[Ni2(L2c)(µ-1,1-N3)(µ3-1,1,3-N3)(N3)]2·2CH2Cl2 –19.7; +6 2.29 [118]

[Ni4(L2g)2(µ-1,3-N3)(µ3-1,1,3-N3)2(O2CMe)](ClO4)2 +57; –51; –18; +6 2.29 [119]

[Ni4(L2g)2(µ-1,3-N3)(µ3-1,1,3-N3)2(O2CPh)](ClO4)2 +25; –61; –12; +5 2.38 [119]

[Ni4(L2h)2(µ-1,3-N3)(µ3-1,1,3-N3)2(O2CPh)](ClO4)2 +27; –53; –3; +6 2.30 [119]

[Ni4(L2g)2(OCN2H4)2(OCN2H3)2](ClO4)2 +3.4 2.25 [121]

[a] The azide nomenclature does not follow the rules of IUPAC. Here µ-1,1-N3 and µ-1,3-N3 is used for the end-on and end-to-end
bridge, respectively. [b] The J values describe the magnetic exchange interactions depending on the geometrical parameters of each
compound; the J values reported have been converted according to the Hamiltonian Ĥ = –Σ2JijSiSj for comparison. Ligand abbreviations
are given in Figure 9.

netic or ferromagnetic exchange interactions can oc-
cur.[116–120] The sign of the magnetic exchange constant be-
tween the nickel(II) ions depends mainly on the Ni–N3–Ni
torsion angle and the Ni–N–N angle values. This has been
previously established by common magnetostructural corre-
lations based on the azide bridge.[116–120] So, if the Ni–N3–
Ni torsion angle is around 90°, ferromagnetic interactions
should be operative. Besides exploring azide as bridging li-
gand, other ligands, such as urea[121] and cyanide,[124] have
been used in combination with HL2a and HL2b ligands,
respectively. With urea as a ligand, a tetranuclear nickel(II)
compound is formed, in which the presence of two low-spin
nickel(II) ions and two high-spin nickel(II) ions that inter-
act ferromagnetically is confirmed by magnetic suscep-
tibility studies.[121]

The coordination ability of the HL2a ligand towards
other metal ions, such as copper(II) or zinc(II) ions, was
also explored. The pyrazolato ligand bridges the two metal
ions, and in some cases, the dinuclear structures, [M2L2a]+

(M = CuII and ZnII), are linked by carbonates incorporated
from air,[111,114] µ4-peroxido,[122] phosphato[113] or oxazetid-
inylacetato ligands.[112] An octanuclear copper(I) com-
pound, which can be described as a [(MesCu)4(µ4-O)]2–

(Mes = 2,4,6-trimethylphenyl) anion with two dinuclear
copper(I)–pyrazole clamps containing the HL2i ligand, has
also been reported.[126] The use of more bulky pyrazole li-
gands (i.e. HL2j) affords tetranuclear copper(I) compounds,
which were studied by NMR spectroscopy.[127]

The incorporation of other functional groups in the
amino substituents of the pyrazole ring, such as imidazole
(HL2j[125] and HL2l[128] ligands) or 1,4,7-triazacyclonanane
(HL2m ligand),[129] has also been studied. In most of the
cases, pH potentiometric studies in aqueous solution were
performed in combination with the crystallographic charac-
terization of the different polynuclear species formed in the
presence of the copper(II) ion.[125,129]
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Pyrazole Ligands with N-Donor Substituents, Pyridines

2-Pyridylpyrazole derivatives (Figure 11) have been
proven to be good ligands for obtaining different assem-
blies, such as metallohelicates[130,131] or clusters.[132–140] To-
gether with another bridging ligand, for example, phos-
phonate, they provide a good approach to isolate a deca-
nuclear copper(II) cage with the formula [Cu5(µ3-OH)2-
(tBuPO3)3(L3a)2(MeOH)]2·10MeOH·2H2O.[141] The reac-
tion of an iron(II) salt with the 3-(2-pyridyl)pyrazole ligand
formed by the decomposition of the ligand tris[{3-(2-

Figure 11. Pyrazole-based ligands with N-donor substituents, pyr-
idines.
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pyridyl)pyrazol-1-yl}hydroborate] (TpPy), leads to a tetra-
nuclear compound, [Fe4(HL3a)2(L3a)6(µ-O)2](PF6)2·
4CH3CN.[135]

The coordination ability of the 3-(2-pyridyl)pyrazole li-
gand (HL3a) and its derivatives (HL3f, HL3g and HL3h)
is also confirmed by the formation of copper(II) tetranu-
clear grids with the core [Cu4L6]2+ or [Cu4L4]4+ (Figure 12)
in an isolated fashion or in 1D chains.[133,134,136,138,140] In
such types grids, strong antiferromagnetic interactions are
present between the copper(II) ions. The antiferromagnetic
magnetic behaviour and its strength were explained on the
basis of the number of pyrazole bridges, the distorted geom-
etry of the pyrazole ligands and the orientation of the mag-
netic orbitals of the copper(II) ion.[133,134,136,138,140] Other
grid-type structures are formed with cobalt(II) and manga-
nese(II) ions.[140] Different typologies and nuclearities can
also be found with the cobalt(II) ion and the HL3f li-
gand,[137] the copper(II) ion and the HL3l ligand,[142]

and the copper(I) and copper(II) ions with the HL3c li-
gand.[139]

Figure 12. Molecular structure of the cation, [Cu4(L3g)4-
(dmf)4]2+.[136]

Coordination of 5-tert-butyl-3-(pyrid-2-yl)-1H-pyrazole
(HL3b) to copper(II) and cobalt(II/III) leads to metallo-
cycles (see below). In the case of copper(II) salts with non-
coordinated anions, a cubane-based structure is formed,
[Cu4(µ3-OH)4(L3b)4](ClO4)4·xCH2Cl2 (x = 1–2).[143] Small
antiferromagnetic interactions between the copper(II) ions
are present, as expected on the basis of Hatfield and Hodg-
son’s studies of the correlation with the bridging angle.[144]

The Cu–O–Cu angles found in this compound are within
the range in which both antiferromagnetic and ferromag-
netic interactions can be present. Using bis(pyrazole)pyr-
idine ligands (H2L3i and H2L3j) affords octanuclear cop-
per(I) compounds[145] and hexanuclear silver(I) com-
pounds.[146] The binding of ligand H2L3k to cobalt(II) af-
fords an octanuclear cobalt(II) compound ring and a non-
anuclear cobalt(II/III) compound grid.[147] Both com-
pounds display antiferromagnetic interactions resulting in a
total ground-state spin of ST = 0 [for the octanuclear co-
balt(II) compound] and 4 [for the nonanuclear cobalt(II/
III) compound], in which the latter displays SMM behav-
iour.[147]
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Pyrazole Ligands with O-Donor Substituents, Alcohols

The ligands described in this section, H2L4a–H2L4d
(Figure 14), have been used by Winpenny and co-workers
to explore the coordination chemistry of nickel(II) and
manganese(II/III) ions.[148–153] [Mn14O2(OH)4(L4c)18-
(HL4c)4(NO3)4(H2O)4] is a mixed-valent compound con-
taining two manganese(III) and twelve manganese(II)
ions.[148] Strong antiferromagnetic interactions between the
metal centres lead to a ground state of ST = 0.[148] After the
synthesis of this cluster and the wheel [Ni24(OH)8(L4a)16-
(O2CMe)24(HL4a)16] that is described below as a metallocy-
cle,[149] derivatives of pyrazolinol-type ligands (HL4b,
HL4c, HL4d) were synthesized to study their binding to
nickel(II) ions in the presence of pivalate (piv–) bridging
ligands. As a result, different topologies were obtained with
nuclearities ranging from [Ni4Na4], [Ni5Na4], [Ni5Li6] and
[Ni8M2] (M = KI, RbI, CsI) to [Ni8].[150] In these com-
pounds, the presence of antiferromagnetic interactions be-
tween the nickel(II) ions gives the zero-spin or low-spin
ground states in most of the cases. For [Ni5Li6], weak ferro-
magnetic interactions are operative within the cluster, which
yields a ground state of ST � 1.[150] [Ni8M2] and [Ni8] clus-
ters are formed by two pseudo-cubanes linked by µ-O brid-
ges.[150] The magnetic behaviour of both types of clusters
are explained in terms of the magnetostructural correlations
within the [Ni4(µ3-O)4] core, in which Ni–O–Ni angles
smaller than 99° favour ferromagnetic interactions, whereas
larger angles promote antiferromagnetic interactions.[150]

The incorporation of alkali metals in the final structure of
some of the compounds allowed the extension of this
study.[151] Thus, reactions were performed with the dinu-
clear complex [Ni2(H2O)(piv)4(Hpiv)4] (Hpiv = trimeth-
ylacetic acid) as a starting material and with HL4c, to form
[Ni6Mg2(OH)2(L4c)4(piv)10(HL4c)4(MeOH)2] and [Ni8M]
(M = SrII, BaII) clusters.[151] The first compound is formed
by two nickel(II) triangles bridged by magnesium(II) ions.
Ferromagnetic exchange interactions are present between
the nickel(II) ions forming the triangle. The nonanuclear
compounds, [Ni8Sr(OH)2(L4c)6(piv)10(HL4c)5(Hpiv)2-
(CH3CN)] and [Ni8Ba(OH)2(L4c)6(piv)10(HL4c)5.3(Hpiv)0.7-
(CH3CN)2], are formed by two tetranuclear nickel(II) units
bridged by strontium(II) and barium(II) ions, respec-
tively.[151] Dominant antiferromagnetic interactions are
present between the nickel(II) ions leading to two indepen-
dent ground states both with ST = 2, corresponding to the
two tetranuclear units.[151] The use of silver(I) as a second
metal ion resulted in the serendipitous formation of the
large antiferromagnetic cluster [Ni21Ag(µ4-OH)4(µ3-OH)6-
(L4d)13(piv)20(Hpiv)4(CH3CN)3.5(H2O)0.5].[152] The explo-
ration of new carboxylic acids, i.e. tert-butylbenzoic acid
and benzoic acid as well as azido ligands, has demonstrated
the unpredictability of the pyrazolinone ligands with three
new compounds, Na[Ni8Na(OH)2F8(tBuPhCO2)8-
(HL4a)8], [Ni8Na2(N3)12(tBuPhCO2)2(L4a)4(HL4a)6-
(EtOAc)6] and [Ni8Na2(N3)12(PhCO2)2(L4a)4(HL4a)6-
(EtOAc)6].[153] Figure 13 shows the molecular structure of
[Ni8Na2(N3)12(PhCO2)2(L4a)4(HL4a)6(EtOAc)6], in which



Coordination Versatility of Pyrazole-Based Ligands

ferromagnetic interactions between the nickel(II) ions are
propagated through the azide ligands; micro-SQUID mea-
surements indicate a single-molecule magnet behaviour.[153]

Figure 13. Molecular structure of the compound [Ni8Na2(N3)12-
(PhCO2)2(L4a)4(HL4a)6(EtOAc)6].[153]

Pyrazole Ligands with O-Donor Substituents, Phenols

The phenol-pyrazole-based ligands used for the com-
pounds described in this section are shown in Figure 14. An
octanuclear manganese(III) compound with the formula
[Mn8(µ4-O)4(L5d)8(thf)4] was reported by some of us, in
which strong antiferromagnetic interactions are operative
between all the manganese(III) ions (Figure 15).[154] This
compound resembles other octanuclear iron(III) com-
pounds with a cubane core, described above.[95,96] The sta-
bility of the cluster core with different phenol-pyrazole li-
gands (H2L5a, H2L5d, H2L5e) has been studied in various
solvents.[154,155] When ligands with small substituents on the
pyrazole ring (H2L5a, H2L5d) are used, the core [Mn8(µ4-
O)4(L)8] (L = 5a2–, 5d2–) is retained.[155] However, the use of
bulkier groups (ethyl) drives the formation of a hexanuclear
compound with the formula [Mn6(µ3-O)4(µ3-Br)2(HL5e)6-
(L5e)].[155] Strong antiferromagnetic interactions are opera-
tive in all octanuclear compounds, because the core motif
does not change considerably and the magnetic behaviour
is ruled mainly by the Mn–O–Mn angles. By contrast, in the
hexanuclear compound [Mn6(µ3-O)4(µ3-Br)2(HL5e)6(L5e)],
weak ferromagnetic interactions are found. This behaviour
was explained in terms of a canted structure in which all
the Jahn–Teller magnetic axes have different orienta-
tions.[155]

Trinuclear oxide-centred compounds have also been ob-
tained with phenol-pyrazole ligands.[156–162] They have the
general formula [Mn3(µ3-O)(R-pz)3(L)x(S)y]0/– (H2R-pz =
H2L5a–H2L5d, H2L5f, H2L5g; L = azide, carboxylate li-
gand; S = methanol, ethanol; x = 1, 2; y = 0–4).[156–162] The
doubly deprotonated phenol-pyrazole ligands are in the
same plane as the [Mn3(µ3-O)]7+ core, whereas bridging li-
gands, such as azide or carboxylates and alcoholic solvents,
are present at the axial positions of the manganese(III) ions.
The introduction of a substituent on the fifth position of
the pyrazole ring such as methyl or phenyl (H2L5d, H2L5f)
drives the carboxylate to bind to two manganese(III) ions
from the same trinuclear unit, instead of bridging the trinu-
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Figure 14. Pyrazole-based ligands with O-donor substituents,
alcohols and phenols.

Figure 15. Molecular structure of [Mn8(µ4-O)4(L5d)8(thf)8].[154]

clear manganese(III) units.[160,161] If the carboxylate ligand
is small, i.e. acetate, these trinuclear manganese(III) units
can form chains, because of the hydrogen bonds established
between the carboxylate and the solvent molecules.[160,161]

When the carboxylate ligand is bulkier, such as benzoate,
the trinuclear units become isolated, and no intermolecular
hydrogen bonding interactions are observed.[161] In the ab-
sence of a substituent on the fifth position of the pyrazole
(H2L5a, H2L5b, H2L5c, H2L5g), the trinuclear units are
linked by a bridging ligand,[156–160,162] acetate or azide,
forming 1D chains. In all these trinuclear manganese(III)
compounds, overall antiferromagnetic interactions are pres-
ent in the trinuclear unit. Ferromagnetic interactions be-
tween the trinuclear units are operative in most of the 1D
chains,[156–160] showing long-range magnetic ordering or
single-chain-magnet behaviour. It was found that ferromag-
netic interactions between the manganese(III) ions of the
trinuclear unit are favourable when the Mn–O–Mn angle
values are smaller than 120° (value for an equilateral tri-
angle) (Table 3, Figure 16).[160,161]
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Table 3. Selected magnetic and structural data for trinuclear oxide-bridged manganese(III) compounds containing phenol-pyrazole li-
gands.

Compound J1 /cm–1[a] J2 /cm–1[a] zJ� /cm–1 g Mn–O–Mn[b] Ref.

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5a)3(MeOH)3(O2CMe)]n –3.01 –3.01 +0.32 1.88 119.88; 119.15; 119.98 [159,160]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5b)3(MeOH)4(O2CMe)]n –3.21 –3.21 +0.68 1.93 120.42; 119.41; 120.14 [159]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5b)3(EtOH)4(O2CMe)]n –1.87 –5.61 –0.014 1.99 120.43; 118.44; 121.13 [156]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5c)3(MeOH)3(N3)]n·2nMeOH –3.87 –8.20 –0.07 2.12 119.91; 119.17; 119.35 [157]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5c)3(MeOH)3(N3)]n –4.66 –7.35 –0.30 2.12 120.33; 118.75; 120.61 [157]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5c)3(MeOH)3(O2CMe)]n –1.58 –5.50 –0.27 2.04 120.56; 119.18; 120.20 [158]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5c)3(EtOH)3(O2CMe)]n –1.02 –4.39 –0.31 2.02 120.3; 119.3; 120.4 [158]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5c)3(EtOH)3(O2CMe)]n –0.72 –3.13 –0.18 2.02 119.54; 120.15; 120.22 [158]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5d)3(O2CMe)(MeOH)3]·1.5MeOH –7.1 +4.4 – 1.98 120.61; 116.10; 120.85 [160]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5a)3(MeOH)4(N3)]n·nMeOH –6.2 –3.7 – 2.01 120.79; 118.96; 120.11 [160]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5d)3(O2CMe)(EtOH)]·EtOH –10.3 +10.9 – 1.87 112.65; 122.73; 124.28 [161]

nBu4N[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5d)3(O2CPh)2] –4.2 –10.3 – 1.88 124.67; 117.91; 117.35 [161]

nBu4N[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5f)3(O2CPh)2] –4.8 –10.2 – 1.93 117.75; 125.58; 116.66 [161]

[Mn3(µ3-O)(L5g)3(MeOH)2(O2CMe)]n –2.2 –6.4 – 1.99 121.50; 119.43, 119.03 [162]

[a] The J values describe the magnetic exchange interactions depending on the geometrical parameters of each compound according to
the Hamiltonian Ĥ = –Σ2JijSiSj. [b] Mn–µ3-O–Mn angle. Ligand abbreviations are given in Figure 14.

Figure 16. Molecular structure of [Mn3(µ3-O)(L5d)3(O2CMe)-
(MeOH)3]·1.5MeOH.[160]

Another example of a trinuclear compound is
Na[{Mn(HL5f)(L5f)(MeOH)2}2]HCO2.[163] The two man-
ganese units are bridged by a sodium(I) ion, which derives
from the use of sodium methoxide as a base. Remarkably,
a formate ion, which is coordinated to the sodium(I) ion is
spontaneously formed by the decomposition of methanol
and/or sodium methoxide.[163]

A tetranuclear nickel(II) compound with the formula
[Ni4(OH)(OMe)3(HL5d)4(MeOH)3]·MeOH has been re-
ported with the ligand H2L5d.[164] Ferromagnetic interac-
tions between the nickel(II) ions are present, leading to a
ground state of ST = 4.

Tao and co-workers extended the chemistry of these
types of ligands to other transition-metal ions, such as the
copper(II) ion.[165] The result is the formation of large cages
with the formula (HNEt3)2[Cu21(CH3CN)2(H2O)(µ-N3)6-
(µ3-N3)2(L5a)18]·3H2O·2EtOH and [Cu16(EtOH)2(H2O)2-
(L5b)16]·9.5H2O.[165] Predominant antiferromagnetic inter-
actions were found between the copper(II) ions in both
compounds, although some ferromagnetic interactions are
present between some of the copper(II) ions in (HNEt3)2-
[Cu21(CH3CN)2(H2O)(µ-N3)6(µ3-N3)2(L5a)18]·3H2O·
2EtOH.[165] Monte Carlo simulations were performed to
evaluate the magnitude of the magnetic exchange interac-
tions: J1 � 340 cm–1, J2 = –290(20) cm–1, J3 = –3(1) cm–1
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and J1 = –368(2) cm–1, J2 = –53(2) cm–1 for (HNEt3)2-
[Cu21(CH3CN)2(H2O)(µ-N3)6(µ3-N3)2(L5a)18]·3H2O·
2EtOH and [Cu16(EtOH)2(H2O)2(L5b)16]·9.5H2O, respec-
tively.[165] A phenol-bis(pyrazole) ligand (H3L5h) was used
to synthesize a mixed-valence manganese(II/III) linear tri-
nuclear compound, [Mn3(HL5h)2(O2CMe)3(MeOH)3].[166]

Antiferromagnetic interactions between the manganese(II/
III) ions are present in the molecule, leading to a ground
state of ST = 3.[166]

Pyrazole Ligands with Other Functional Groups with N-
and/or O-Donor Substituents

In this section, compounds with ligands that cannot be
described by the previous classifications will be presented
(Figure 17).

The functionalization of the pyrazole ligand with acid
groups as substituents on the pyrazole ring, like 3,5-pyraz-
oledicarboxylic acid (H3L6a), introduces numerous coordi-
nation sites. Coordination polymers have been obtained by
hydrothermal synthesis with a variety of transition-metal
ions,[167–169] lanthanides[170] or a combination of 3d- and 4f-
metal ions, such as CuIILnIII

2.[171,172] An example with
the 3,5-pyrazoledicarboxylic acid as a ligand is a trinuclear
copper(II) compound with formula [Cu3(L6a)2-
(H2O)4]n[167] Strong antiferromagnetic interactions between
the copper(II) ions are mediated by the pyrazole ligand,
whereas weaker ferromagnetic and antiferromagnetic inter-
actions between the copper(II) ions are mediated by the
carboxylate ligands in a syn-anti-equatorial-equatorial and
a syn-anti-axial-equatorial type of bridge, respectively.[167]

The use of an additional ligand, like imidazole (HIm), al-
lows the formation of a tetranuclear copper(II) compound
with a U-shaped core, [Cu4(L6a)4(Im)4]·4Dma·9H2O, in
which weak antiferromagnetic interactions are present.[173]

Decomposition of an amide-pyrazole derivative ligand to
an L6a3– ligand during the synthesis resulted in the forma-
tion of trinuclear linear copper(II) compounds.[174] Mag-
netic susceptibility studies revealed weak antiferromagnetic
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Figure 17. Pyrazole-based ligands containing other functional groups with N- and/or O-donor substituents.

interactions ascribed to the large separation between the
copper(II) ions.[174] The HL6b ligand has been used in the
synthesis of a linear trinuclear copper(II) compound.[175]

Hydrolysis of the HL6b ligand during the synthesis resulted
also in the formation of a tetranuclear copper(II) com-
pound with the HL6c ligand. Weak antiferromagnetic inter-
actions between the copper(II) ions were observed in this
case.[176]

Pyrazole-3,5-dicarboxamides are often used as interme-
diates in the synthesis of pyrazoles with chelating amine
side arms. Therefore, the coordination ability of this type
of ligands has also been studied, because when the amide
is deprotonated, the metal ion can coordinate through the
nitrogen atoms, whereas if it remains protonated, the coor-
dination would be through the oxygen atom. The ligand
N,N�-bis(2-pyridylmethyl)pyrazole-3,5-dicarboxamide
(H3L6d) forms tetranuclear [2�2] grids with the general
formula [M4(HL6d)4]·8H2O (M = CuII, NiII).[177] Magnetic
susceptibility and EPR studies were performed only for the
copper(II) compound.[177] The nickel(II) compound is dia-
magnetic, whilst antiferromagnetic interactions between the
copper(II) ions are mediated by the pyrazole bridges. Other
examples of tetranuclear nickel(II) and copper(II) com-
pounds have been reported with the ligand H4L6e.[178,179]

These compounds have different topology depending on the
metal ion used: linear for nickel(II) ions and helical for cop-
per(II) ions.[179] Weak and strong antiferromagnetic interac-
tions have been found between the nickel(II) and copper(II)
ions, respectively.[179] Heterobimetallic compounds with the
same ligand are also reported.[178]

Diimine-pyrazole ligands are known to stabilize large
clusters.[180–183] Two hexanuclear nickel(II) compounds have
been reported, which are composed of three bimetallic
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units, [Ni2(L6f)X3] (X– = Cl–, Br–), bridged by a halogen
(Figure 18).[180,181] Also, hexanuclear copper(II) com-
pounds are obtained with the same type of ligands.[182] EPR
and magnetic susceptibility studies revealed strong antifer-
romagnetic interactions between the copper(II) ions. The
coordination of this type of ligands (HL6g) with cobalt(II)
ions affords tetranuclear complexes, in which antiferromag-
netic interactions are operative.[183] A linear tetranuclear
manganese(III) compound has been reported with H3L6h,
in which the salicylideneaminate moiety acts as a chelating
ligand and the pyrazole ligand bridges the manganese(III)
ions.[184] Weak antiferromagnetic interactions between the
manganese(III) ions are observed.[184] N-heterocyclic car-
bene groups have been found at the 3,5-position of pyrazole
rings. The same ligands used in combination with silver(I)
yielded tetranuclear and octanuclear compounds depending
on the substituents of the carbene ligand.[185]

Figure 18. Molecular structure of [Ni2(L6f)Cl3].[180,181]
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The coordination ability of ligands containing two dif-

ferent substituent groups on the pyrazole ring has also been
explored.[186,187] As a result, a linear trinuclear copper(II)
compound has been synthesized with the H3L6i ligand that
contains both an oxime and an acid substituent groups.
Strong antiferromagnetic interactions between the cop-
per(II) ions are operative in this compound.[187] Another
example is a tetranuclear nickel(II) compound with the
HL6k ligand, in which the nickel(II) ions are in low-spin
electronic configuration.[186] Polytopic hydrazone-based li-
gands (H2L6n and H4L6o) containing the pyrazole group
have been used for the synthesis of three different tetranu-
clear copper(II) grids.[188,189] In the case of nickel(II) ion
and H7L6m, a trinuclear compound is formed, in which
the magnetic interactions between the nickel(II) centres are
negligible.[190] A linear tetranuclear copper(II) compound
was synthesized containing two different types of pyrazol-
ate ligands, H3L6j and H3L6l.[191] Strong antiferromagnetic
interaction between the copper(II) ions is present, as con-
firmed by magnetic susceptibility and EPR studies.[191]

Other Architectures

Metallocycles

Metal-directed self-assembly processes often form well-
defined architectures.[192–195] Cyclic metal–organic com-
pounds with a central cavity, or metallocycles, are one of
these structural examples found in supramolecular chemis-
try.[192–195] Some examples with pyrazole-based ligands have
been reported in the literature.[29,85,93,196–199] An octanu-
clear copper(II) wheel, [Cu8(L1k)8(OH)8] (HL1k = 3,5-di-
methylpyrazole), was formed by oxidation of [Cu(L1k)]n,
which is catalytically active in some oxidation reactions.[29]

The reaction of the wheel with primary alcohols affords oc-
taalkoxido derivatives.[29] Removing the chloride anion
from [Cu3(µ3-O)(L1a)3Cl3]2– and [Cu3(µ3-Cl)2(L1a)3Cl3]2–

affords the rings [{cis-Cu(µ-OH)(L1a)}n] (n = 6, 8, 9, 12
and 14), where the distorted square-planar copper(II) ions
are connected by µ-pz ligands outside the ring and µ-OH
ligands inside the ring.[197] Two of these units encapsulate
different ions (chloride, carbonate and sulfate) that are sta-
bilized by numerous weak hydrogen bonds. The ring size
does not depend on the encapsulated anion.[197] Copper(II)
cages of smaller nuclearity have also been reported.[85,196]

An example is the compound [{Cu3(HL1i)4(L1i)2(µ-F)2(µ3-
F)}2]F2 (HL1i = 5-tert-butylpyrazole), in which antiferro-
magnetic interactions are present between the copper(II)
ions, the stronger path being the one mediated by the [Cu(µ-
F)2]2+ bridges.[93] Another example is the hexanuclear cop-
per(II) cage [Au(PPh3)2][Cu6(µ-OH)6(L1l)6Cl] {HL1l = 3,5-
bis(trifluoromethyl)pyrazole}, in which strong antiferro-
magnetic interactions are present between the copper(II)
ions.[198] The zinc(II) ion has also been found to be suitable
for the synthesis of a neutral macrocycle,[199] in which the
mercaptoethanolato ligands are inside the ring and the pyr-
azole ligands are outside; a channel with a diameter of
4.7 Å is generated from this structure.
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Pyrazole ligands bearing substituents with donor atoms
are also capable of forming metallocycles.[85,149,200–202] The
3(5)-pyrid-2-yl-5-(3)-(tert-butyl)pyrazole ligand (HL3b) af-
fords a metallocrown with the formula [Cu(µ-F){µ-
(L3b)}6(H2O)2]·8CH2Cl2 (Figure 19).[201] This metallocycle
contains a water molecule in the cavity stabilized by hydro-
gen bonding. Therefore, the binding of guest molecules,
such as Na+, K+, NH4

+, MeNH3
+ and four amino acids, in

the cavity was studied.[200] Larger guests cannot bind inside
the cavity; therefore, they bind exogenously to the two
bowl-shaped cavities.[200] Strong hydrogen bonds stabilize
all these structures.[200,201] Magnetic susceptibility studies
reveal antiferromagnetic interactions that are barely affec-
ted by the guest binding.[200] The use of weakly coordinat-
ing anions of the copper(II) salt affords tetranuclear com-
pounds.[85] Other metal ions such as cobalt(II) afford the
mixed-valence Co(II/III) metallocrown, [Co6(µ-OH)6{µ-
(L3b)6}]m+ (m = 2 or 3).[202] A large cage is formed by 24
high-spin nickel(II) ions in [Ni24(OH)8(L4a)16(O2CMe)24-
(HL4a)16] (HL4a = 3-methyl-3-pyrazolin-5-one).[149] It is
described as an octamer of chemically trinuclear-based
building blocks. Antiferromagnetic interactions between the
nickel(II) ions are present, and even at low temperature
many excited states are populated.[149]

Figure 19. Molecular structure of the metallocycle [Cu(µ-F){µ-
(L3b)}6].[200]

Metallohelicates

Another group of supramolecular architectures is formed
by metallohelicates, based not only on coordinative bonds,
but also on intermolecular non-covalent interactions, such
as electrostatic interactions, hydrogen bonding and π–π
stacking.[203,204] Only a few examples have been reported
thus far involving pyrazole ligands.[130,131,205] The first re-
ported compound is [{Ru(L3a)3}2Cu3]ClO4.[205] It was syn-
thesized by adding a copper salt to the [Ru(HL3a)3]-
(ClO4)2 in the presence of triethylamine. Other metallohel-
icates contain the ligand 3,5-bis(2-pyridyl)pyrazole (HL3d).
The compounds [{M(µ-L3d)3}2{M(µ-OH)}](SCN)3·6H2O
(M = NiII, ZnII) were synthesized under solvothermal con-
ditions.[130] In such compounds, the [Ni3(µ-OH)]5+ cluster
core is wrapped by two terminal [Ni(µ-L3d)3]– units with
SCN– as a counteranion.[130] These compounds were used
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in combination with CuSCN to obtain other compounds,
[Cu12(CN)11(SCN)4][{M(µ-L3d)3}2{M(µ-OH)}] (M = NiII,
ZnII),[130] in which the double-helical strands are stabilized
by hydrogen bonding. Antiferromagnetic interactions be-
tween the nickel(II) ions were found in [{Ni(µ-L3d)3}2-
{Ni(µ-OH)}](SCN)3·6H2O and [Cu12(CN)11(SCN)4][{Ni(µ-
L3d)3}2{Ni(µ-OH)}].[130] Another example is the com-
pound [{Fe(µ-L3d)3}2Fe3(µ-O)](NCS)2·10H2O (Figure 20),
where the [Fe3O]4+ core with high-spin iron(II) ions is
wrapped by two [Fe(L3d)3]– units with low-spin iron(II)
ions.[131] Mössbauer spectroscopy confirmed the oxidation
states of the iron(II) ions, and antiferromagnetic interac-
tions between high-spin iron(II) ions were found to be pres-
ent in the core.[131]

Figure 20. Molecular structure of [{Fe(µ-L3d)3}2Fe3(µ-O)](NCS)2·
10H2O.[131]

Conclusions

To conclude, pyrazole-based ligands are very versatile li-
gands, as they are able to form different architectures, rang-
ing from polynuclear clusters to metallocycles or metallo-
helicates. The incorporation of other coordinating groups
to the pyrazole ring increases the number of coordination
sites and therefore the variety of polymetallic compounds
that can be formed. In addition to the ability to bridge two
or more metal ions, pyrazole ligands also provide an effec-
tive magnetic exchange pathway between them. The mag-
netic properties of the obtained compounds show large di-
versity, varying from (strongly) antiferromagnetic to ferro-
magnetic.
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A series of bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amides were synthesized
in good yield from the reaction of fluoroalkanesulfon-
amides and fluoroalkylsulfonyl fluorides. Ionic liquids based

Introduction
Ionic liquids have attracted significant attention in recent

years.[1] Due to their favorable properties such as high ionic
mobility, negligible vapor pressure, wide electrochemical
window, good thermal stability, and high conductivity, nu-
merous ionic liquids have been synthesized and used as sol-
vents for electrochemistry, biochemistry, polymer chemistry,
organic synthesis, and catalytic process as well as separation
science.[1,2] Reactions conducted in ionic liquids often show
improved reactivity and selectivity.[2] In addition, ionic li-
quids could be used as high-performance lubricants.[3]

Thus, much attention has been paid to the application of
ionic liquids in tribology. Ionic liquid crystals are new li-
quid-crystalline compounds,[4] which are considered to be
novel materials not only displaying lamellar mesophases but
also exhibiting nematic columnar phases. Studies on liquid-
crystalline ionic liquids have shown that the choice of the
anion has a strong influence on the mesophase behavior.[4]

Piperidinium, piperazinium, and morpholinium cations
combined with different types of anions exhibit rich meso-
morphic behavior.[5] Indeed, besides liquid-crystalline be-
havior, the physicochemical properties of ionic liquids are
much influenced by the type of anion. For example, ionic
liquids containing the bis(trifluoromethanesulfon)amide
anion are very hydrophobic. A high charge/discharge ca-
pacity and a wide operating temperature range could be
obtained for lithium batteries by employing bis(fluoroalk-
anesulfon)amide-based ionic liquids as electrolytes.[6]
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on these amide anions and an imidazolium cation demon-
strated high densities and a wide temperature range for the
liquid state.

Thus, it is inferred that bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amides
might be the suitable anion to endow ionic liquids with use-
ful properties. However, only a few bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)
amides have been reported so far.[7] To expand the research
on amide-type ionic liquids, we explored the preparation of
bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amides and investigated the synthe-
sis and physicochemical properties of these amide-based
ionic liquids.

Results and Discussion

As shown in Table 1, treatment of fluoroalkanesulfon-
amide with the corresponding fluoroalkylsulfonyl fluoride
gave the symmetrically substituted amide (entries 1–5). Tri-
ethylamine was used as the solvent as well as the catalyst
and reagent for the reaction. Hydrodeiodination inevitably
happened under these basic conditions,[8] affording the cor-
responding hydrogenolysis amide (entries 2–4). A longer re-
action time was needed with elongation of the fluoroalkyl
chain. The reaction of fluoroalkanesulfonamides with dif-
ferent chain length and fluoroalkylsulfonyl fluoride re-
sulted in the formation of asymmetrically substituted
amides (entries 6–8). Diamides 1i–1k were readily obtained
from the reaction of the disulfonyl fluorides with trifluoro-
methanesulfonamide (entries 9–11). Bis(fluoroalkanesul-
fon)amide salts 5 with short alkyl chain are slightly soluble
in water, which leads to the loss of the salts while being
washed with water during workup (entries 7–9). However,
washing with water is necessary for complete removal of
water-soluble fluorides and iodides. Otherwise, large
amounts of HF and I2 would be generated during the acidi-
fication stage, making further purification difficult. For
those amides with high boiling point and high fluorine con-
tent, extraction with F113 (CF2ClCFCl2) became a rela-
tively efficient procedure for the isolation of the final prod-
uct (entries 4–5, 11).



J.-C. Xiao et al.SHORT COMMUNICATION
Table 1. Preparation of symmetric and asymmetric amides.

Entry Rf1[a] Rf2SO2F Time (h) Rf3SO2NHSO2Rf4 or Rf3SO2NHSO2Rf4SO2NHSO2Rf3 Yield (%)[b]

1 Cl(CF2)2 Cl(CF2)2SO2F 12 [Cl(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1a) 81
2 I(CF2)2O(CF2)2 I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F 29 [H(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1b) 86
3 I(CF2)4O(CF2)2 I(CF2)4O(CF2)2SO2F 36 [H(CF2)4O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1c) 82
4[c] I(CF2)6O(CF2)2 I(CF2)6O(CF2)2SO2F 60 [H(CF2)6O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1d) 41
5[c] Cl(CF2)6O(CF2)2 Cl(CF2)6O(CF2)2SO2F 50 [Cl(CF2)6O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1e) 46
6 CF3(CF2)3 I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F 42 CF3(CF2)3SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)2H (1f) 88
7 Cl(CF2)2 I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F 29 Cl(CF2)2SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)2H (1g) 70
8 CF3 I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F 37 CF3SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)2H (1h) 69
9 CF3 FSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F 27 CF3SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2NHSO2CF3 (1i) 64
10 CF3 FSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)4O(CF2)2SO2F 43 CF3SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)4O(CF2)2SO2NHSO2CF3 (1j) 94
11[c] CF3 FSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)8O(CF2)2 SO2F 48 CF3SO2NHSO2(CF2)2O(CF2)8O(CF2)2SO2NHSO2CF3 (1k) 66

[a] Rf1SO2NH2 were synthesized according to our previous work.[9] [b] Isolated yield. [c] Purified by column chromatography.

Reaction of these bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amides with
NaOH in methanol could convert them into the corre-
sponding sodium salts (Table 2). Subsequent anion ex-
change reaction with imidazolium iodides afforded the
room-temperature ionic liquids 4a–n in good yields. It was
found that the ionic liquids, even sodium salts 2a–i, were
soluble in a variety of organic solvents, thus making the
purification simple and efficient. The good solubility might
result from the coexistence of the long lipophilic fluoroalkyl
chain and the hydrophilic amide group. However, the ionic
liquids with short fluoroalkyl chain became slightly soluble
in water, leading to their inevitable loss during workup.
Therefore, the yield of 4a and 4k was relatively lower as
compared with other ionic liquids (entries 1, 11).

Densities and thermal properties are given in Table 3. All
of these ionic liquids exhibited higher density than the com-
monly used ones, which might be the result of the increase

Table 2. Synthesis of ionic liquids.

[a] Isolated yield.
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in fluorine content. For instance, with N,N-dimethylimid-
azolium as the cation, elongation of the fluoroalkyl chain
would increase the density (entries 2, 6, and 7, entries 8
and 10, entries 11 and 13), which is much higher than that
observed with bis(trifluoromethanesulfon)amide as the
anion.[10] On the other hand, the variation of the density
showed a trend similar to that in common ionic liquids (en-
tries 2–5, entries 11 and 12, entries 13 and 14). For example,
with [H(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2]2N– as the anion, changing the
alkyl group from methyl (in 4b) to butyl (in 4e) caused the
density to decrease from 1.82 to 1.68 g/cm3 (entries 2–5).
Another important feature of these ionic liquids is their low
glass transition temperature and good thermal stability.
N,N-dimethylimidazolium-based ionic liquids are usually
solid at ambient temperature even when bis(trifluorome-
thanesulfon)amide is used as the anion. However, all of
ionic liquids 4a–n are liquid at room temperature, showing
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Table 3. The properties of bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amide-based ionic liquids.

Entry ρ Tg Td µ

(gcm–3)[a] (°C)[b] (°C)[c] (mm2 s–1)[d]

1 4a 1.89 –103.4 398.9 160.3
2 4b 1.82 –97.6 414.0 164.1
3 4c 1.75 –99.4 393.0 127.1
4 4d 1.73 –97.3 398.0 133.2
5 4e 1.68 –97.6 393.0 158.4
6 4f 1.92 –86.4 393.1 236.2
7 4g 1.95 –83.2 407.9 465.1
8 4h 1.75 –94.1 402.0 217.9
9 4i 1.85 –101.0 406.1 175.0

10 4j 1.71 –81.9 422.7 70.0
11 4k 1.81 –80.6 444.9 712.5
12 4l 1.66 –86.5 447.5 667.0
13 4m 1.89 –113.8 446.0 1359.7
14 4n 1.71 –71.1 443.3 968.8

[a] Pycnometer, 25 °C. [b] Determined by DSC. DSC data were recorded in the range –150 to 200 °C with a heating rate of 10 °C/min.
[c] Determined by TGA. Td was Tonset. [d] Ubbelohde viscosity meter, 25 °C.

a rather low glass transition temperature below –80 °C.
Moreover, they are all thermally stable to �390 °C, as de-
termined by thermogravimetric analysis (TGA), demon-
strating a wide temperature range for the liquid state. It can
be inferred that the bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amide anions
contribute to this peculiar thermal behavior. Moreover, the
viscosity of these ionic liquids was influenced by the anions
and cations. Elongation of the fluoroalkyl chain in amides
increased their viscosity (Table 3, entries 1, 2, 6, and 7, en-
tries 8–10, entries 11 and 13, entries 12 and 14). Changing
the alkyl group on the cation from methyl to ethyl, propyl,
or butyl resulted in a decrease of the viscosity (entries 2–5,
entries 11–12, and entries 13–14).

Conclusion

A series of bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amides were synthe-
sized in good yield from the reaction of fluoroalkanesulfon-
amides and fluoroalkylsulfonyl fluorides. The combination
of bis(fluoroalkanesulfon)amide anions with imidazolium
cations afforded a variety of novel ionic liquids, which dem-
onstrated high densities from 1.66 to 1.95 g/cm3 and a wide
liquid range. Further investigations on the applications of
these ionic liquids in lithium batteries are going on.

Experimental Section
General: Unless otherwise stated, NMR spectra were recorded in
deuteriated acetone at 300 MHz (1H NMR) and 282 MHz (19F
NMR). All chemical shifts were reported in ppm relative to TMS
and CFCl3 (positive for downfield shifts) as external standards. An-
alytical pure Et3N and MeOH were used without any purification.
Fluoroalkanesulfonamides were synthesized according to our pre-
vious publication.[9] Cl(CF2)2SO2F, FO2S(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F,
FO2S(CF2)2O(CF2)4O(CF2)2SO2F, FO2S(CF2)2O(CF2)8O(CF2)2-
SO2F, and imidazolium iodides 3a–d were prepared according to
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the literature.[11] Other reagents used below were all purchased from
commercial sources.

Typical Procedure for the Preparation of 1a–c, 1f–j: In a 1000 mL
round-bottomed flask, I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2F (180 g, 95%,
0.401 mol) was added to a mixture of I(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2NH2

(155 g, 0.365 mol) and Et3N (300 mL) and heated at reflux for 29 h.
After cooling, the resulting biphasic system was separated. The
lower brown fluorous layer was diluted by CH2Cl2 (700 mL),
washed with H2O (6 �400 mL), and dried with anhydrous Na2SO4.
The solvent was evaporated, and the brown residue was dried in
vacuo. After being acidified with concentrated H2SO4, the crude
product was obtained by vacuum distillation. Vacuum redistillation
afforded pure [H(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1b) (110 °C/60 Pa, 182 g,
0.315 mol, 86%) as a white solid. 1H NMR: δ = 6.51 (tt, J = 52.1,
3.6 Hz, 2 H) ppm. 19F NMR: δ = –138.7 (d, J = 52.1 Hz, 4 F),
–117.0 (s, 4 F), –89.1 (s, 4 F), –81.1 (t, J = 12.4 Hz, 4 F) ppm. MS
(ESI): m/z (%) = 575.8 (100) [M – H]–. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3580, 1629,
1426, 1333, 1287, 1148, 977, 858, 749, 616, 526 cm–1.
C8H3F16NO6S2 (577.22): calcd. C 16.65, H 0.52, N 2.43; found C
16.73, H 0.56, N 2.25.

Typical Procedure for the Preparation of 1d, 1e, and 1k: Cl(CF2)6-
O(CF2)2SO2F (5.87 g, 96%, 10.5 mmol) and Cl(CF2)6O(CF2)2-
SO2NH2 (5.39 g, 10.1 mmol) were mixed in Et3N (10 mL). Then
the mixture was heated at reflux for 50 h. After removing the upper
Et3N layer, the lower brown fluorous residue was washed with H2O,
dried in vacuum, acidified with concentrated H2SO4, and extracted
by F113. The crude product was purified by column chromatog-
raphy on silica gel by using dichloromethane/acetonitrile (4:1) as
the eluent. Pure [Cl(CF2)6O(CF2)2SO2]2NH (1e) was obtained as a
white solid (4.87 g, 4.66 mmol, 46%). 19F NMR: δ = –125.1 (m, 4
F), –121.7 (m, 4 F), –121.1 (m, 4 F), –120.0 (m, 4 F), –116.7 (s, 4
F), –82.7 (m, 4 F), –80.9 (m, 4 F), –68.5 (t, J = 12.3 Hz, 4 F) ppm.
MS (ESI): m/z (%) = 1043.7 (100) [M – H]–. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3650,
1369, 1342, 1207, 1147, 1099, 1047, 985, 887, 778, 706, 699, 683,
656, 624, 545, 516 cm–1. C16HCl2F32NO6S2 (1046.17): calcd. C
18.37, H 0.10, N 1.34; found C 17.99, H �0.3, N 1.57.

Typical Procedure for the Preparation of 2a–i: In a 25 mL round-
bottomed flask, 1b (2.33 g, 4.04 mmol) was dissolved in CH3OH
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(15 mL), and NaOH (0.165 g, 4.12 mmol) was added. The reaction
mixture was then stirred at room temperature for several hours.
After removing the solvent, the residue was extracted with ethyl
ether (3�10 mL). The ether layer was evaporated, and the solution
was dried in vacuum to give pure [H(CF2)2O(CF2)2SO2]2NNa (2b)
as a white solid (2.25 g, 3.75 mmol, 93%). 1H NMR (D2O): δ =
6.33 (tt, J = 52.1, 3.2 Hz, 2 H) ppm. 19F NMR (D2O): δ = –135.8
(dt, J = 52.1, 4.2 Hz, 4 F), –114.2 (s, 4 F), –85.9 (m, 4 F), –78.7 (t,
J = 12.4 Hz, 4 F) ppm. MS (ESI): m/z (%) = 575.8 (100) [M –
Na]–. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 1371, 1343, 1289, 1187, 1137, 1091, 994, 854,
771, 650, 624, 574, 527 cm–1. C8H2F16NNaO6S2 (599.20): calcd. C
16.04, H 0.34, N 2.34; found C 16.26, H 0.75, N 2.64.

Typical Procedure for the Preparation of 4a–n: Under vigorous stir-
ring, a solution of 3a (0.802 g, 3.58 mmol) in H2O (10 mL) was
added to a solution of 2e (2.09 g, 3.47 mmol) in H2O (10 mL), and
the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 8 h. After remov-
ing the water layer, the lower phase was collected and washed with
water (5� 20 mL). The pure product 4h was dried at 80 °C under
reduced pressure to afford a light yellow liquid (2.22 g, 3.29 mmol,
95%). 1H NMR: δ = 8.93 (s, 1 H), 7.67 (d, J = 1.5 Hz, 2 H), 6.52
(tt, J = 52.2, 3.6 Hz, 1 H), 4.04 (s, 6 H) ppm. 19F NMR: δ = –139.9
(dt, J = 52.2, 4.0 Hz, 2 F), –127.2 (m, 2 F), –122.2 (m, 2 F), –118.1
(s, 2 F), –114.4 (t, J = 13.8 Hz, 2 F), –90.0 (m, 2 F), –82.3 (m, 2
F), –82.2 (m, 3 F) ppm. MS (ESI): m/z (%) = 97.1 (100) [M+], 577.8
(100) [M–]. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3166, 3132, 1578, 1425, 1355, 1286, 1177,
1078, 1031, 1009, 981, 874, 856, 748, 696, 649, 624, 591, 520 cm–1.
C13H10F17N3O5S2 (675.34): calcd. C 23.12, H 1.49, N 6.22; found
C 22.87, H 1.50, N 6.20.

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): NMR spectra for compounds 1a–k, 2a–i, and 4a–n.
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Well-defined, base free cations of zinc and the alkaline-earth
metals (Mg, Ca, Sr, Ba) supported by a multidentate phenol-
ate ligand and stabilized by perfluorinated weakly coordinat-
ing counterions are readily available by simple procedures;
the solid-state structures of the magnesium and calcium de-

Introduction

Owing to the increasing interest in polymers from bio-
logical sources and catalytic systems to prepare them in an
effective and rational fashion,[1] the last decade has wit-
nessed the development of neutral discrete initiators
(mostly complexes of the lanthanides, aluminum, or zinc
stabilized by bulky ligands)[2] specifically tailored to pro-
mote the controlled ring-opening polymerization (ROP) of
cyclic esters. Such enthusiasm can be paralleled with the
polymerization of α-olefins mediated by single-site group
IV metallocenes. As it soon became apparent that the cata-
lytically active species generated upon treatment with meth-
ylaluminoxane[3] consisted of base-free cationic metal spe-
cies, efforts were devoted to the preparation of ion pairs in
which a cationic group IV metal complex was associated
to weakly coordinating anions such as B(C6F5)4

–.[4] They
eventually met with success, and many such complexes have
appeared along the years. A similar trend – yet differently
motivated – has recently emerged in the field of ROP, and
a handful of well-defined cationic zinc,[5] magnesium,[5b,6]

aluminum,[7] or lanthanide[8] compounds as alternative cat-
alysts suitable for controlled polymerizations have been dis-
closed.[2d,9]

These examples are, however, strictly limited to metals of
small to moderate size, and they do not extend to the larger
alkaline-earth (Ae) elements calcium, strontium, and bar-
ium. Even though a few of their neutral complexes are now
available to catalyze the transformation of small mole-
cules,[10] well-defined, base-free cationic derivatives have so
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rivatives were elucidated. Upon treatment with an excess of
iPrOH, these complexes generate highly efficient binary
catalytic systems for the immortal ring-opening polymeriza-
tion of L-lactide, yielding poly(L-lactide)s with controlled
architectures and molecular features.

far remained elusive. Such paucity can be attributed to the
synthetic difficulties (which increase on going from neutral
to cationic species) intrinsically related to the Ae elements:
due to the large ionic radii (Ca2+ 1.14, Sr2+ 1.32, Ba2+

1.49 Å),[11] their complexes are usually kinetically labile and
readily engage in detrimental equilibria of the Schlenk type.
Itoh et al. synthesized Mg–Ba cations supported by macro-
cycle-containing phenoxy ligands, but the presence of co-
ordinated Lewis bases (solvents, water) makes their use as
catalysts or as models for catalytic reactions somewhat ill-
advised.[12]

As part of studies aimed at developing Ae-based cata-
lysts for the ROP of cyclic esters,[13] we report herein the
first general procedures for the preparation of phenolate
solvent-free Mg–Ba (and Zn) cationic complexes, their so-
lid-state structures, and remarkable catalytic activity for the
controlled immortal ROP of lactide (LA).

Results and Discussion

Itoh’s proligand, 2-{(1,4,7,10-tetraoxa-13-azacyclopenta-
decan-13-yl)methyl}-4,6-di-tert-butylphenol ({LO3}H),[12]

quantitatively reacts with Bochmann’s acid, [H(OEt2)2]+

[H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]–,[14] in Et2O to yield the doubly
acidic, protonated [{LO3}H·H]+ [H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– (1)
(Scheme 1), which readily crystallizes from a CH2Cl2/
pentane mixture. The choice of the unusual [H2N{B-
(C6F5)3}2]– as our weakly coordinating counterion over of
the more traditional [B(C6F5)4]– was motivated by its far
better crystallization properties.[15]

Double protonolysis of the homoleptic precursors
[MX2(thf)n] {M = Zn, X = Et, N(SiMe3)2, n = 0; M = Mg,
X = alkyl, n = 0; M = Ca, Sr, Ba, X = N(SiMe3)2, n = 2}
with 1 in Et2O cleanly afforded the corresponding base-free
cationic complexes 2–6 in a single-step procedure with good
yields (� 70%). These salts were characterized by NMR
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of compounds 1–6.

spectroscopy (1- and 2D) and elemental analysis, which
indicated that the coordination sphere around the metal
cation was adequately filled by the ligand {LO3}– for all
compounds (albeit in a different fashion according to the
size of the metal, vide infra), and the presence of additional
molecules of thf or Et2O was not required to yield stable
cations. The 19F NMR spectroscopic data were consistent
with the absence of interaction between the cations and
their counteranions, and therefore these compounds exist in
solution as charge-separated ion pairs. In the 1H NMR
spectra of 1–6 recorded in CD2Cl2, the signals for the
macrocycle show increasing levels of complexity on going
from 1 through 2–3 to 4–6 (see the Supporting Infor-
mation). The spectrum of 1 is essentially characterized by
the presence of four sets of multiplets in the region 2.5–
4.4 ppm, while seven sets of multiplets are present between
2.8 and 4.4 ppm in the cases of the structurally related 2
and 3. For the larger elements (4–6), several fairly well re-
solved signals are obtained in the region 2.2–4.6 ppm, some
of which could be unambiguously assigned with the aid of
2D NMR spectra.

Compounds 2–6 proved surprisingly stable; no sign of
decomposition was detected in their NMR spectra recorded
over several hours. Recrystallization of 2–4 from CH2Cl2/
pentane mixtures gave colorless crystals, and their struc-
tures were determined by X-ray diffraction methods. The
Zn and Mg salts 2 and 3 were also prepared in high yields
by protonolysis of the neutral heteroleptic precursors
[{LO3}MX] {M = Zn, =N(SiMe3)2, or Et; M = Mg, X =
alkyl} with [H(OEt2)2]+[H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]–;[16] this method
was, however, not applicable to the larger elements, as in
these cases we could not isolate the heteroleptic neutral pre-
cursors. These two procedures were also extended to other
phenol-based proligands, for instance, to prepare species of
the type [{LOx}H·H]+[H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– or [{LOx}M]+-
[H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– (M = Zn, Mg, or Ca; {LO1} = 4-tert-
butyl-2,6-bis(morpholinemethyl)phenoxy, {LO2} = 2,4-di-
tert-butyl-6-(morpholinemethyl)phenoxy, {LO4} = 2,4-di-
tert-butyl-6-{[2-(methoxymethyl)pyrrolidin-1-yl]methyl}-
phenoxy).[16]
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Compounds 2 and 3 are isostructural and crystallize in
the space group P1̄. A view of the cationic fragment in 3
(3+) is displayed in Figure 1. The structure of the counter-
ion [H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– is similar to that described in the
literature with a range of H···F inter- and intramolecular
stabilizing interactions.[14,15b] There is no contact between
the metal center and neighboring fluorine atoms, which is
consistent with the solution NMR spectroscopic data. The
magnesium atom in 3+ is thus six-coordinate and adopts a
highly distorted trigonal-prismatic geometry. This unusual
geometry for Mg is imposed by the tethered, semirigid na-
ture of the multidentate {LO3}– ligand. The Mg–O dis-
tances to the macrocycle span the range 2.109(2)–
2.222(2) Å and are marginally shorter than those observed
in the methanol-containing analogue [{LO3}Mg·CH3OH]+-
[BPh4]–.[12] While the NOOOO core is perfectly planar in
the latter compound, the absence of additional Lewis base
in 3+ strongly affects the geometry around the Mg cation,
as the macrocycle is folded around the metal, with a dihe-
dral angle of over 82° between the O67–O70–N73 and O61–
O64–N73 planes (Figure 1, bottom). The Mg1–O81 dis-
tance of 1.900(2) Å to the σ-bonded oxygen atom (phenoxy
fragment) in 3+ is considerably shorter than those to the π-
bonded ones (tethered macrocycle).

Figure 1. ORTEP diagram of the cationic fragment in 3 (3+) (ther-
mal ellipsoids set at the 50% probability level): bottom view (top)
and side view (bottom). The counterion and hydrogen atoms are
omitted for clarity.
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The solid-state structure of calcium derivative 4 shows
no close contact between the cationic metal center and its
counterion. Cationic fragment 4+ consists of a centrosym-
metric Ca2O2 bimetallic core, in which the two Ca atoms
are bridged by the oxygen atoms of the phenoxy moieties
[Ca1–O76 = 2.349(1), Ca1–O76i = 2.288(1) Å; Figure 2].
Each Ca atom is seven-coordinate, and the coordination
sphere is completed by the N and the four O atoms of the
anchored macrocycle. Instead of the expected pentagonal
bipyramid, the geometry around the metal adopts a dis-
torted capped trigonal prism arrangement. The distances
between Ca and O [2.434(1)–2.541(1) Å] or N [2.551(1) Å]
π-donors are comparable to those described for related
compounds. Here also, the normally planar geometry of the
aza-crown-ether tether is distorted [the angle between pla-
nes defined by N61–O70–O73 and N(61)–O(64)–O(67) is
78.25°] owing to its coordination to the large metal center,
which does not sit inside the N61–O64–O67–O70–O73

Figure 2. ORTEP diagram of the cationic fragment in 4 (4+) (ther-
mal ellipsoids set at the 50% probability level). The counterion and
hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity.

Table 1. Immortal ROP of lactide with complexes 2–6.[a]

Entry Initiator LA/M+/OH Tre [°C] Time [h] Yield [%][b] Mn,theo [gmol–1][c] Mn,SEC [gmol–1][d] Mw/Mn

1 2 1000:1:0 100 3 65 93600 49400 1.70
2 2 1000:1:5 100 16 99 28600 31800 1.38
3 2 1000:1:10 100 3 60 8600 8400 1.08
4 2 1000:1:10 100 16 99 14300 13300 1.25
5 2 1000:1:50 100 16 97 2900 3200 1.15
6 2[e] 1000:1:10 100 16 95 13800 15800 1.13
7 3 500:1:10 100 5 28 2100 2500 1.08
8 4 1000:1:10 60 1 12 1900 2900 1.08
9 4 1000:1:10 60 2 28 4100 4800 1.08
10 4 1000:1:10 60 5 57 8300 8700 1.05
11 4 1000:1:10 60 8 75 10900 11600 1.05
12 4 1000:1:10 60 11 90 13000 12900 1.07
13 5 1000:1:10 30 1 48 6800 14000 1.20
14 6 1000:1:10 100 0.05 30 4400 11000 1.21
15 6 5000:1:50 100 0.5 77 11200 14800 1.70

[a] Polymerization in toluene with [-LA]0 = 2.0 . [b] Isolated yield following reprecipitation. [c] Calculated from [-LA]0/[iPrOH]0 �
monomer conversion � Ml-LA + MiPrOH, with Ml-LA = 144 gmol–1 and MiPrOH = 60 gmol–1. [d] Determined by size exclusion chromatog-
raphy vs. polystyrene standards and corrected by a factor of 0.58.[19] [e] Nucleophile = BnNH2.
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pocket but is clearly above (1.12 Å) the mean plane formed
by these atoms.

With the exception of the yttrium system reported by
Mountford et al. (which offered good control, but very
limited activities),[8c] all cationic systems for the ROP of
LA[5d,7a–7b,7d,8c] or ε-caprolactone[5b,6,7c,7f,8a–8b] are severely
hampered by low activities and poor control over the poly-
merization parameters, which is most likely due to the cat-
ionic mechanism probably involved (“activated chain-
end”).[5b] By contrast, we found that the addition of iPrOH
as an external initiator/transfer agent to compounds 2–6
generates binary catalysts for the controlled “immortal”
ROP of -LA, some of them featuring very high activities
(Table 1).[17] At 100 °C, without alcohol (entry 1), the Zn-
based salt 2 does not allow good control of the reaction.
The production of polymer in this case results either from
a cationic polymerization or from the presence of residual
protic impurities in the monomer. However, upon addition
of 10 equiv. of iPrOH, an efficient (albeit slow) system is
generated (entries 3–4): the conversion of 1000 equiv. of
monomer is complete within 16 h, and the resulting poly(-
LA)s (PLLAs) exhibit narrow molecular weight (MW) dis-
tributions (Mw/Mn = 1.08–1.25). The agreement between
theoretical and experimental MWs was excellent, which
indicated that reversible chain transfer between dormant
and growing macromolecules characteristic of “immortal”
ROP according to the so-called “activated monomer
mechanism” was fast and efficient (Scheme 2).[18] The sys-
tem displayed first-order dependence on monomer concen-
tration, with an apparent propagation rate constant
(kp,app

100) of 0.0041 min–1. Analysis of low-MW PLLA
samples by NMR spectroscopy and MALDI-TOF mass
spectrometry were consistent with the existence of a single
family of polymer chains, all capped by –OH and –C(O)-
OCH(CH3)2 termini. Complete conversion of -LA was en-
sured within 16 h when 5–50 equiv. of iPrOH were added
(entries 2, 4, and 5); the MWs decreased with increasing
alcohol loading and matched rigorously their expected val-
ues.
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Scheme 2. Activated monomer mechanism for the immortal ROP of -LA catalyzed by 2+–6+/ROH.

The use of 10 equiv. of BnNH2 as a more nucleophilic
initiator/transfer agent[8c] also provided an efficient binary
catalyst, and full conversion of 1000 equiv. of -LA was
reached in 16 h (entry 6). Such amine end-capped PLLAs
are not readily accessible with neutral catalysts operating by
the usual “coordination-insertion” mechanism, as primary
amines tend to lead to catalyst poisoning in this case.

Compounds 3 (entry 7), 5 (entry 13), and 6 (entries 14–
15) also provided efficient catalytic systems. While the Mg-
based system 3/ROH was comparatively slow and only con-
verted 500 or less equivalents of -LA in a controlled fash-
ion, the opposite problem was encountered with 5+ and 6+,
the cations of more electropositive elements Sr and Ba. Re-
markably, these two systems proved extremely active, and
at 100 °C they were plagued by transesterification reactions,
which led to a broadening of the MW distributions at high
monomer conversion. Thus, while the system 6/iPrOH con-
verted 30 % of the monomer ([-LA]/[6]/[iPrOH] =
1000:1:10) in 3 min with good control (entry 14), full con-
version took less than 30 min, but the resulting Mw/Mn val-
ues were above 2.0. The activity of these two systems could
be tamed down to reassert control over the polymerization
parameters (Mw/Mn ≈ 1.20–1.40) by decreasing the tem-
perature and/or monomer conversion. Gratifyingly, 6 still
afforded a satisfactory control for the ROP of up to
5000 equiv. of monomer, with as much as 50 equiv. of trans-
fer agent (entry 15).

The best results were obtained with the cationic calcium
4+ (entries 8–12). The binary system 4/iPrOH allowed at
60 °C the complete conversion of -LA ([-LA]/[4]/[iPrOH]
= 1000:1:10) in a fully controlled fashion. The match be-
tween calculated and observed MWs was excellent, and the
values Mw/Mn, were systematically below 1.08. Efficient re-
versible chain transfer was further corroborated by NMR
and MALDI-TOF-MS end-group analyses performed on a
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low-MW PLLA sample. The MALDI-TOF mass spectrum
also indicated that transesterification processes occurred ex-
tremely rapidly, as the Bernouillian distribution of a single
population of chains with increments of 72 Da (i.e., half a
lactide unit) was obtained. The kinetics were of first order
in monomer concentration, and the apparent rate constant
(kp,app

60 = 0.21 min–1) was much higher than that with the
Zn analogue, in spite of a lower polymerization temperature
selected for the calcium cation. The unique ability of the
highly Lewis acidic 4+ to polymerize -LA was illustrated
with a comparative experiment: in a repeat of entry 10 but
with Ca(OTf)2 (OTf = CF3SO3

–) instead of 4, the attempted
ROP of 1000 equiv. of monomer with the triflate salts did
not produce any polymer.[20]

Within this family of cationic complexes, the order of
activity follows the trend Mg � Ca � Sr � Ba, that is, the
activity increases with the ionic radius and the electroposi-
tivity of the metal.[21] The particularly high activities dis-
played by 4+–6+ are likely the result of their exacerbated
Lewis acidity, which we attribute to a combination of three
factors: (1) the highly electropositive nature of Ca, Sr, and
Ba, (2) the absence of solvent molecule(s) in the first coordi-
nation sphere of the cationic center, and (3) the noncoordi-
nating nature of the [H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– counterion.[4,14]

Conclusions

In conclusion, we have developed a new, general, one-
step protocol for the preparation of well-defined, base-free
cations of zinc and the Ae elements, in which the metal
center is stabilized by a sole (albeit multidentate) phenoxy
ligand and a weakly coordinating anion. This procedure
gives good to excellent yields, even for the larger elements
Ca–Ba. We anticipate that it is extendable to a broad range
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of phenol proligands. The stability of compounds 2–6 is
particularly surprising, given the oxophilic and highly labile
nature of these metals. The non-innocent choice of the
weakly coordinating anion [H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– has enabled
the determination of the structures of base-free cationic
complexes Mg and Ca. The first well-defined salts of the
larger Ae for the (immortal) controlled ROP of -LA have
been disclosed, and the excellent activities and control dis-
played by the Sr-, Ba-, and especially Ca-based cations open
up a new field of investigations for synthetic chemists.

Experimental Section
1: [H(OEt)2]+[H2N{B(C6F5)3}2]– (2.28 g, 1.91 mmol) was added in
portions to a solution of {LO3}H (0.84 g, 1.92 mmol) in Et2O
(100 mL) at room temperature. The colorless solution was stirred
at room temperature for 1 h, and volatiles were then removed under
vacuum to give a sticky foam. Repeated washings with pentane
(3�50 mL) yielded a white powder, which was dried in vacuo to
constant weight. Yield 2.47 g (87%). C61H46B2F30N2O5 (1478.6):
calcd. C 49.55, H 3.14, N 1.89; found C 49.63, H 3.08, N 1.84. 1H
NMR (500.13 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = 8.48 (br. s, 1 H, OH),
7.53 (d, 4JHH = 2.3 Hz, 1 H, Harom), 7.09 (d, 4JHH = 2.3 Hz, 1 H,
Harom), 6.46 (s, 1 H, NH+), 5.71 (br. s, 2 H, NH2), 4.38 (d, 3JHH =
5.6 Hz, 2 H, Ar-CH2-N), 3.90–3.55 (br. m, 16 H, Hcyc), 3.56–3.27
(m, 4 H, Hcyc), 1.48 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3], 1.33 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3] ppm.
13C{1H} NMR (125.76 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = 150.7 (i-C),
149.1 (C-F), 147.2 (C-F), 145.3 (o-C), 140.3 (C-F), 138.4 (C-F),
137.9 (C-F), 137.5 (p-C), 136.0 (C-F), 127.7 (m-C), 126.6 (m-C),
116.9 (o-C), 70.3, 69.3, 68.8, 63.5, (all Ccyc), 58.9 (Ar-CH2-N), 55.3
(Ar-CH2-N-CH2), 34.7 [C(CH3)3], 34.6 [C(CH3)3], 31.3 [C(CH3)3],
30.4 [C(CH3)3] ppm. 19F NMR (188.31 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ =
–131.8 (d, 3JFF = 19 Hz, o-F), –160.5 (t, 3JFF = 19 Hz, p-F), –166.1
(t, 3JFF = 19 Hz, m-F) ppm. 11B NMR (96.29 MHz, CD2Cl2,
298 K): δ = –8.44 ppm.

6: In a standard procedure, a solution of 1 (0.40 g, 0.27 mmol) in
Et2O (15 mL) was added dropwise at room temperature to a solu-
tion of Ba[N(SiMe3)2]2(thf)2 (0.17 g, 0.28 mmol) in Et2O (15 mL).
The colorless solution was stirred at 20 °C for 90 min, and volatiles
were removed in vacuo. The resulting oil was washed with cold
pentane (2 � 25 mL) to give a white powder, which was dried under
vacuum. Yield 0.38 g (0.23 mmol, 85%). C61H44BaB2F30N2O5

(1613.9): calcd. C 45.40, H 2.75, N 1.74; found C 44.63, H 2.89, N
1.74. 1H NMR (500.13 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = 7.42 (d, 4JHH =
2.5 Hz, 1 H, Harom), 7.08 (d, 4JHH = 2.5 Hz, 1 H, Harom), 5.71 (br.
s, 2 H, NH2), 4.36 [d, 2JHH = 11.5 Hz, 1 H, Ar-CH(H)-N], 3.95
(m, 2 H, Hcyc), 3.83 (m, 1 H, Hcyc), 3.74 (br. q, 3 H, Hcyc), 3.58
(m, 1 H, Hcyc), 3.53–3.31 (m, 6 H, Hcyc), 3.26 [d, 2JHH = 11.5 Hz,
1 H, Ar-CH(H)-N], 3.23–3.12 (m, 2 H, Hcyc), 3.08 (m, 1 H, Hcyc),
2.88 (m, 1 H, Hcyc), 2.75 (m, 1 H, Hcyc), 2.62 (m, 1 H, Hcyc), 2.34
(m, 1 H, Hcyc), 1.52 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3], 1.29 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3] ppm.
13C{1H} NMR (125.76 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = 157.9 (i-C),
149.3 (C-F), 146.9 (C-F), 140.6 (C-F), 138.8 (p-C), 138.1 (C-F),
137.7 (C-F), 137.6 (o-C), 135.7 (C-F), 127.5 (m-C), 125.6 (m-C),
124.0 (o-C), 70.6, 69.6, 69.5, 69.3, 69.2, 69.1, 68.5, 66.9 (all Ccyc),
63.7 (Ar-CH2-N), 59.1 (N-Ccyc), 53.7 (N-Ccyc), 35.2 [C(CH3)3], 34.1
[C(CH3)3], 31.5 [C(CH3)3], 31.4 [C(CH3)3] ppm. 19F NMR
(188.31 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = –133.3 (d, 3JFF = 19 Hz, o-F),
–160.6 (t, 3JFF = 19 Hz, p-F), –166.0 (t, 3JFF = 19 Hz, m-F) ppm.
11B NMR (96.29 MHz, CD2Cl2, 298 K): δ = –8.46 ppm.

CCDC-768296 (for 3) and CCDC -768295 (for 4) contain the sup-
plementary crystallographic data for this paper. These data can be
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obtained free of charge from The Cambridge Crystallographic
Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif.

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): Full experimental procedures, 1H NMR spectra for com-
pounds 1–6, polymerization data, kinetic plots, characterization of
various PLLA samples (NMR, MALDI-TOF and SEC analyses),
and crystallographic data for 3 and 4.
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Monocationic FeII porphodimethene complexes, [L∆∆Fe–
X][Y] {1, X = I– and Y = I3

–; 2, X = Br– and Y = [FeIIIBr4]–; L∆∆

= tetrakis(cyclohexyl)porphodimethene}, were achieved by
induced electron-transfer reactions between the square-
planar, intermediate-spin, iron(III)porphyrinogen complex
[Et4N][LFeIII] [L = tetrakis(cyclohexyl)porphyrinogen tetra-
anion] and different oxidants. Single-crystal X-ray diffraction
analysis reveals that 1 and 2 have a square-pyramidal geom-
etry in which the iodide and bromide ligands occupy the ax-
ial position, respectively. Compound 1 exhibits an extended
two-dimensional solid-state structure that comprises porpho-

Introduction

In the years following the exploration of the redox pro-
cesses in some enzymes and their model compounds that
involve not only metal centers but also coordinated li-
gands;[1,2] several metal complexes with redox-active (non-
innocent) ligands (e.g. porphyrins, pterins, flavins, quinines,
dithiolenes, or phenoxyl-based systems) have been exam-
ined to determine the new aspects in synthetic chemistry
and catalysis.[3] The commonalities of these types of com-
pounds include (a) one-electron ligand-based redox couples
and (b) frontier orbitals of mixed metal–ligand charac-
ter.[1,3] The macrocyclic ligand “porphyrinogen” goes be-
yond those limitations in that (a) it reacts in discrete two-
electron steps and (b) the orbitals that support the redox
chemistry are cleanly localized on the organic part, in the
formation or breaking of one or two spirocyclopropane
rings (∆), formed by Cα–Cα coupling between the adjacent
carbon atoms of neighboring pyrroles.[2]

Iron is the most important transition metal found in bio-
logical systems and plays various roles in many important
life processes.[4] Recently, we developed the direct incorpo-
ration of the ferric ion approach as an effective strategy
for the simple one-pot synthesis of four-coordinate, square-
planar iron(III) complexes [Et4N][LFeIII] (where L = tetra-
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dimethene cation and triiodide anion chain columns in a 1:1
ratio, which are packed alternately. Electrochemical assess-
ment with cyclic voltammetry reveals reversibly accessible
FeII/III oxidation states; however, the redox potential is nearly
one volt more positive than that for a typical heme cofactor,
which suggests the highly oxidizing nature of the tetrapyr-
role framework in the four–electron-oxidized L∆∆ moiety. In
addition, definitive experimental oxidation state and spin
state assignments for the intermediate-spin [Et4N][LFeIII] and
high-spin FeII states of 1 and 2 were afforded by Mössbauer
characterization.

kiscyclohexyporphyrinogen tetra-anion).[5] This method
helps to offset the difficulties encountered in the biosynthe-
sis of heme[6] and in other reported tedious metalation
methods of porphyrinogens.[7,8]

The oxidation of [Li(thf)2]2[L�FeII] with excess copper(II)
chloride as the oxidant was reported to lead to the forma-
tion of [L�∆∆FeII–Cl][CuCl5] (L� = meso-octamethylporphy-
rinogen tetraanion) with unprecedented metal cluster
counteranions.[9] Furthermore, the reaction of [Li(thf)2]-
[L�FeIII] with excess CuCl2 led to the isolation of
[L�∆∆FeIII–Cl][FeCl4]. However, the synthesis procedures
are complicated and the reported redox behaviors of the
iron porphyrinogen complexes towards different oxidants
are unclear and require further explanations. In this con-
text, a cleaner oxidation of the iron porphyrinogen with the
[(cp)2Fe]+ cation was reported, in which acetonitrile
(MeCN) was coordinated axially, which resulted in the iso-
lation of the three-electron-oxidized dicationic entity,
[L�∆∆FeII–MeCN]2+.[8] Recently, [L��∆Fe–MeCN]2+ was
used for the preparation of newer derivatives [L��∆∆Fe–X]+,
where X = Cl–, Me3SiO–.[10] It is worth noting that all the
above-mentioned redox reactions were studied with η4-
bound lithium ([Li(thf)2]+) or sodium ([Na(thf)2]+) cation
bound organometallic entities. We believe that the substitu-
tion of such a η-bound countercation by the tetraalkyl-
ammonium cation in metalloporphyrinogens dramatically
alters the redox behavior of the purely anionic part to a
greater extent than meso-substitution of the peripheral li-
gand, and as a result the redox chemistry could be different
altogether.[2,11]
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The development of a new and simple synthetic strategy

that allows the isolation and characterization of por-
phyrinogen complexes with redox-active metals and a study
of their reactivity have now rendered their experimental and
theoretical description accessible.[8,11]

With these facts in mind and in conjunction with our
exploration of a new route to the one-pot, direct FeIII-in-
corporated porphyrinogen complex synthesis,[5] we now re-
port the simple and efficient one-pot synthesis of two new
four-electron-oxidized iron(II)porphodimethene complexes
[L∆∆Fe–X][Y] [1, X = I– and Y = I3

–; 2, X = Br– and Y
= (FeIIIBr4)–; L∆∆ = tetrakis(cyclohexyl)porphodimethene]
from the direct FeIII-incorporated parent complex
[Et4N][LFeIII]. Compound 1 and 2 were further charac-
terized by single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis, cyclic
voltammetry, and Mössbauer spectroscopy.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis of Complexes 1 and 2

Treatment of [Et4N][LFeIII] with three equivalents (or
greater) of elemental iodine in dichloromethane (dcm) at
room temperature gave 1 as the sole product in high yields
(Scheme 1). However, 2 was obtained in a yield of only 35%
because the iron for both the counteranion, [FeBr4]–, and
[L∆∆Fe–Br] is provided by the parent complex. The authen-
ticity of the compounds was confirmed by elemental analy-
sis and IR and ESI-MS spectroscopy. The infrared spec-
trum of parent complex shows a sharp absorption band at
3073 cm–1 (pyrrole aromatic C–H), and this band is signifi-
cantly shifted to 3113 cm–1 in 1 and 2. This arises as a result
of the formation of the cyclopropane ring, which causes
structural changes in the porphyrinogen skeleton.[9,11] The
ESI mass spectra of 1 and 2 show molecular ion peaks at
m/z = 782.25 and 734.26, respectively. The structures of
complexes 1 and 2 were further confirmed by single-crystal
X-ray diffraction analysis. ORTEP diagrams of 1 and 2 are
shown in Figure 1, and their pertinent crystallographic data
can be found in Table 2. The core geometry is essentially
square pyramidal; the four nitrogen atoms of porphodime-
thene are coordinated to the central FeII atom with the axial
ligation of a halide anion.

Scheme 1. Synthesis of four-electron-oxidized iron(II)porphodimethenes 1 and 2.
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Figure 1. ORTEP plot of 1 (left) and 2 (right), with thermal ellip-
soid drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms, solvent
molecules, as well as counterions are omitted for clarity.

The formation of four-electron-oxidized products can be
envisaged as occurring through a rare halogen-induced elec-
tron-transfer reaction across the FeIII porphyrinogen.[11,12]

The halogens used in these reactions act as an external oxi-
dant, which provoke the electron transfer between the FeIII

center and the porphyrinogen anion (L4–). The four elec-
trons that are released in the oxidation of L4– to L∆∆ are
shared by the one internal oxidant, FeIII, and by the three
halides to yield product 1 and 2 (Scheme 1).

Solid-State Structures of 1 and 2 by X-ray Crystallography

ORTEP diagrams of the cationic part of 1 and 2 are
shown in Figure 1. The crystallographic data are provided
in Table 2. Compounds 1 and 2 crystallize in the space
group P1̄ with two cationic molecules per asymmetric unit.
The lattice of 1 contains one I3

–, one I2 and two dcm mole-
cules and 2 contains one [FeBr4]– and two acetone mole-
cules.

The distance between the two pairs of adjacent Cα atoms
of the macrocycle in [L∆∆FeII–X]+ (where X = I– or Br–) is
less than a single bond length [d(Cα–Cα) = 1.580(5) Å and
1.594(5) Å] and are smaller than those in [LFeIII]–,[5] which
suggests that the macrocycle is oxidised. The cyclopropane
groups form nearly equilateral triangles with Cα–Cmeso–Cα

angles of 63.3(6) and 62.8(7)° for 1 and 2, respectively.
The presence of the spirocyclopropane rings distorts the

macrocycle and the constituent pyrroles. The presence of
alternating formal single and double bonds in the pyrroles
is plainly evident by N=C double bonds {dav.[N1–C1, N2–
C9] = 1.309 Å}, which are significantly shorter than their
neighboring N–C single bonds {dav. [N1–C4) N2–C6] =
1.436 Å} in 1. The Cα–Cα straps constrain the macrocycle
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along one axis, which causes the 4-N core to deform from
a square to a rectangle {[N1–Fe7–N2] = 134.1° and [N2–
Fe7–N4] = 132.1°} in 1. The deformation in complex 2
(136.5°) is more severe. The ruffled conformation of the L4–

macrocycle is replaced by a bowl conformation in L∆∆,
which is reminiscent of calixarenes[13] and calixpyrrole,[14]

in which all the four pyrrole planes are tilted upwards rela-
tive to the 4-N plane. The conformational change from ruf-
fle to bowl is accompanied by an upward movement of the
FeII center from the 4-N plane. Thus, the FeII center has
a five-coordinate, distorted, square-pyramidal coordination
geometry with the four porphodimethene nitrogen atoms
on the base of the square plane, while the axial halogen
ligands occupy the apical site.

Figure 2 shows the distorted square-pyramidal coordina-
tion geometry in iron porphodimethenes. The structural
features of these porphodimethenes are dependent on the
nature of the counteranions; different Fe–N and Fe–axial
bond lengths and angles can be obtained. The presence of
interacting Cu4Cl5– clusters influence the structural proper-
ties of the iron porphodimethene moiety, thus the iron atom
may move slightly inward in [L∆∆FeII–Cl)][(Cu4Cl5)].[9]

Figure 2. View of a displaced FeII center in which different axial
molecules/ions can be coordinated to form a distorted square-py-
ramidal coordination environment in FeIIporphodimethenes. The
bond lengths and angles in the various compounds are presented.

Compounds 1 and 2 are of particular interest. Firstly,
among these iron porphodimethenes, the N–Fe–N bond
angles are not affected by the counteranions (133.1°).

Secondly, the Fe–N bond lengths are very similar, and
the out-of-plane displacement of the FeII center from 4-N
core (0.833–0.866 Å) is therefore similar. Thus, our results
establish the stable existence of and intrinsic metrics for
[L∆∆FeII–X]+ in the presence of an anionic axial ligand and
in the absence of an interacting counterion.

The four-electron-oxidized macrocycle is a much weaker
donor than the parent L4– porphyrinogen, as evidenced by
the long Fe–N(pyrrole) bonds; the [Fe–N(pyrrole)] bond
(1.896 Å, parent complex)[5] is 0.27 Å shorter than the Fe–
N bond in compounds 1 and 2 [dav.(Fe–N) = 2.170 Å]. All
four Fe–N distances in this [L∆∆FeII–X]+ entity, however,
are significantly longer than the corresponding distances in
the previously reported dicationic MeCN axially coordi-
nated complex, [L∆∆FeII–MeCN)]2+ (with cobalticarborane,
[(C2B9H11)2Co]2, as a counteranion).[8] However, there is
good agreement in the increase in the Fe–axial bond length
from MeCN � Cl � Br � I.[8–10]
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Compound 1 exhibits an extended two-dimensional so-
lid-state structure, which comprises a 1:1 ratio of porphodi-
methene cations and triiodide counterions. The anion com-
ponent of the present derivatives is considered to be com-
posed of triiodide anions and iodine molecule units. The
polymeric anion of the zigzag chain lies along the ab and
ac planes as illustrated in Figure 3. The triiodide anion unit
was found to be linear and symmetric, and the I6–I7 bond
length is 2.766(3) Å. The slightly bent nature of the triiod-
ide anion was reported in the iodine-doped metallophthalo-
cyanines.[15]

Figure 3. Polymeric anionic structure of the zigzag chain projected
in the ab (top) and ac plane (below) in the triiodide–iodine salt in
1.

The triiodide units are linked by the iodine molecule
unit. The bridging I3–I7 distance is 3.236(3) Å, and the I1–
I2–I3 angle is 87.7(2)°. The bond length is obviously shorter
than the sum of the van der Waals radii for iodine atoms.
The I–I distance in this iodine molecule unit is 2.743(5) Å,
which is longer than that of usual iodine molecules
(2.68 Å).[16] The bond lengths are in the range of other po-
lyiodide anions[17] and similar to those in the reported poly-
meric pentaiodide anions in mixed-valence binuclear ferro-
cenium derivatives.[18]

The packing views projected in the (a) ab (b) bc, and (c)
ac plane are shown in Figure 4. The cation and anion chain
columns are packed alternately. In the cation column, the
cyclohexyl rings do not overlap between neighboring cat-
ions but are stacked stepwise [Figure 4(b)]. The triiodide
and free iodine molecules form a layer and the cationic part
is trapped between the two layers of the triiodide–iodine
network.

The shortest distance between a carbon atom in the pyr-
role ring and the iodine atom is about 4.2 Å. The distance
is close to the sum of the van der Waals radii for C(H)–I.
That is, the interactions between the cation–anion columns
are of the order of a “van der Waals interaction”.[19] Al-
though the interaction is not so strong, it can be thought
that a rigid polymeric anion structure controls the cation
structure.
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Figure 4. Perspective view projected in the (a) ab (b) bc and (c) ac plane of the complex 1.

Redox Potential

Figure 5 shows the cyclic voltammogram of complex 1
in acetonitrile. Reversible FeII/III waves are observed with
E1/2 = +1.08 and +1.36 V (vs. Ag/AgCl electrode) for 1 and
2, respectively, as verified by the linear plot of the cathodic
and anodic current vs. ν1/2 (scan rate, ν = 100–1000 mVs–1).
As the porphyrinogens are fully oxidized (predicted to re-
spond normally to a pair of successive two-electron oxi-
dations),[5] there are no ligand-centered oxidations expected
for porphodimethenes. Therefore, reversible peaks with
E1/2 = +0.56 V in 1 results from the I3–/I– couple in the
absence of any ligand oxidation process.[11] The oxidation
potential for the FeII/III couple in 2, however, is more posi-
tively shifted, which is consistent with the greater electron-
withdrawing nature of the axial bromide ion and related
porphyrin complexes.

For comparison, the most difficult iron cofactors to re-
duce in biology are the ferrodoxins, the reduction potential
of the ferric form in porphyrinogen is – 0.15 V vs. Ag/
AgCl.[5] With regard to their porphyrin relatives, however,
iron(III)porphyrinogen is ca. 0.5 to 1.3 V more difficult to
reduce than the heme cofactors (depending on the nature
of the axial ligands).[5,20] In sharp contrast, owing to the
highly oxidizing nature of the tetrapyrrole framework in the
four-electron-oxidized porphodimethene (L∆∆) moiety, the
FeII/III oxidation potential (E1/2 = +1.08 V vs. Ag/AgCl) is
nearly one volt more positive than that of a typical heme
cofactor.[21]
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Figure 5. Cyclic voltammogram (solid black line) and differential
pulse voltammogram (dotted gray line) (showing oxidation poten-
tial only) of 1 in MeCN (1 m) in 0.1  TBAPF6 with scan rate of
100 mV/s vs. Ag/AgCl.

Mössbauer Spectroscopy

Definitive experimental oxidation state and spin state as-
signments for the iron centers of [Et4N][LFeIII] and the
four-electron-oxidized iron porphodimethene complexes (1
and 2) were afforded by Mössbauer spectroscopy. Fitted
57Fe Mössbauer spectra of polycrystalline samples were re-
corded at 298 K, shown in Figure 6, and the results are
summarized in Table 1.

Mössbauer data for square-planar FeIII compounds in
the literature is very scarce, and therefore, no benchmark is
available for planar, S = 3/2 FeIII compounds. Weighardt et
al. recently described the tetrahedral FeIII (d5, SFe = 3/2)
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Figure 6. Fitted 57Fe Mössbauer spectra of solid [Et4N][LFeIII]
(top), solid 1 (middle), and solid 2 (bottom) at 298 K. Solid lines
represent the best fits of the Lorentzian line shape. The vertical
axis is an arbitrary transmission scale. Mössbauer parameters are
given in Table 1.

Table 1. Fitted 57Co in Rh matrix Mössbauer data of
[Et4N][LFeIII], 1, and 2 at 298 K.

Complex SFe
[a] δ (mms–1)[b] |∆EQ| (mms–1) [c] %[d]

[Et4N][LFeIII] 3/2 0.15 0.38 100
1 2 0.88 3.91 100
2 2 0.90 3.92 96

5/2[e] 0.36 0.00 4

[a] Intrinsic spin state of central iron atom. [b] Isomeric shift vs. α-
Fe (298 K). [c] Quadrupole splitting. [d] Amount of major and
minor component. [e] [FeBr4]– is noncommunicating and in the
high-spin state.

complex coupled antiferromagnetically to the noninnocent
pda·– ligand in [FeIII(pda2–)(pda·–)]0, [pda = N,N�-bis(penta-
fluorophenyl)-o-phenylenediamido].[22] A discrete interme-
diate-spin (SFe = 3/2) σ-organoiron(III) complex in a truly
four-coordinate environment has also been reported re-
cently, in which four aromatic C-donor phenyl rings are co-
ordinated, [Li(thf)4][FeIII(C6Cl5)4] (C6Cl5 = pentafluoro-
phenyl).[23] The dominant contribution in both reported
complexes is a doublet with a low isomer shift of IS = 0.20–
0.23 mm/s and a large quadrupolar splitting of
∆EQ �3.00 mm/s at 77 K, typical of a FeIII entity in an S
= 3/2 or a spin-admixed state. We recently reported such a
complex, [Et4N][LFeIII], and the oxidation and spin states
were thoroughly characterized by magnetic moment mea-
surements, electron spin resonance spectra and theoretical
calculations.[5]

The Mössbauer spectrum of [Et4N][LFeIII] exhibits a
very narrow, quadruple doublet (IS = 0.15 mm/s, ∆EQ =
0.38 mm/s) and is the first report of an intermediate spin,
S = 3/2, square-planar inorganic FeIII complex. The small
values for both IS and ∆EQ for [LFeIII]– are somewhat un-
expected for an intermediate-spin FeIII ion.[24] Such a low
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IS value, which indicates a high electron density around the
iron nucleus and a low quadruple value, accounts for the
asymmetry around the iron neighbors. This can be ex-
plained by the fact that the meso-alkyl groups of the por-
phyrinogen provide flattened tetrahedral cage around FeIII.
The steric crowding of the C–H bonds frustrates the axial
coordination of the metal center. The C–H···metal interac-
tion imposes a coordination asymmetry that induces intra-
molecular C–H bond activation.[25] For instance, axial agos-
tic interactions have been suggested to be present between
the FeIII center and the remote methyl substituents of the
porphyrinogen ring in [Li(thf)2][L�FeIII].[26]

The Mössbauer spectrum of the [L∆∆FeII–I]+ cation (IS
= 0.88 mm/s, ∆EQ = 3.91 mm/s) (Figure 6, middle) is very
intriguing as well. The large quadruple splitting clearly indi-
cates a high-spin state, SFe = 2;[27] this implies a higher sym-
metry around the iron neighbors. The Mössbauer spectrum
of the dicationic entity [L∆∆FeII–MeCN]2+ shows even a
larger ∆EQ value, 4.66 mm/s.[8]

The Mössbauer spectrum of [L∆∆FeII–Br][FeIIIBr4] is
complicated because of the presence of two iron centers in
the molecule (Figure 6, below). Because of the two iron cen-
ters, an asymmetrical signal arises; the spectrum for
[L∆∆FeII–Br]+ present a similar isomeric shift and ∆EQ

value as observed with the [L∆∆FeII–I]+ moiety. This result
supports the presence of two noncommunicating iron cen-
ters present in the crystal lattice. Consistent with the re-
ported value, the counteranion [FeBr4]– is presented as a
high spin FeIII (SFe = 5/2) state (IS = 0.36 mm/s, ∆EQ =
0.00 mm/s).[28] Therefore, the main feature of the spectrum
with the large quadrupole splitting is likely to be resulting
from [L∆∆FeII–Br]+, the sharp singlet (although of possibly
insufficient intensity) at ca. 0.40 mm/s is likely to be from
the [FeBr4]– anion, and the broad unresolved feature may
be an impurity or possibly unreacted [Et4N][LFeIII].

Conclusions
Two new four-electron–oxidised, high-spin FeII porpho-

dimethenes were synthesized and characterized. Such a re-
action can be viewed as an induced electron-transfer reac-
tion between the parent FeIII porphyrinogen and the hal-
ogens, where both the ligand and the metal centers are
participants in the multielectron redox process; this is
unique in the literature. Compound 1 shows an extended
two-dimensional, solid-state structure that comprises por-
phodimethene cation and triiodide anion chain columns in
a 1:1 ratio, which are packed alternately. The redox poten-
tials of the reversible FeIII/II couples are one volt more posi-
tive than that for a typical heme cofactor. Finally, the oxi-
dation states and the spin states of the square-pyramidal
FeII and square-planar FeIII complexes were afforded by
Mössbauer characterization.

Experimental Section
Materials and Physical Methods: All reactions and manipulations
were performed under a pure argon atmosphere by using modified
Schlenk and vacuum-line techniques. Solvents, pyrrole, and cyclo-
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hexanone were obtained from S. D. Fine Chemicals Ltd., India,
and they were purified and dried before use by standard methods.
Et4NCl, iodine, and bromine were obtained from Acros Organics.
The ligand 5,10,15,20 tetrakiscyclohexylporphyrinogen (L) was
synthesized as reported earlier.[29] The lithium salt of the ligand was
synthesized by using a standard procedure.[30] The parent complex
[Et4N][LFeIII] was prepared from our earlier reported procedure.[5]

Electronic absorption spectra were recorded with a USB 2000
(Ocean Optics Inc.) UV/Vis spectrophotometer equipped with fiber
optics. Infrared spectra were recorded on a Bruker Vertex 70 FTIR
spectrophotometer as pressed KBr disks. Analysis for carbon, hy-
drogen, and nitrogen were carried with a Perkin–Elmer 2400 micro-
analyser. Cyclic voltammograms were recorded with a BASi Epsi-
lon EC bioanalytical systems Inc instrument, with a glassy carbon
electrode as the working electrode, Pt wire as the auxiliary elec-
trode, and an Ag/AgCl electrode as the reference electrode. All elec-
trochemical experiments were performed under an argon atmo-
sphere at 298 K. Potentials are referenced against internal ferrocene
(Fc) and are reported relative to the Ag/AgCl electrode [E1/2(Fc+/
Fc) = +0.49 V vs. Ag/AgCl]. The cyclic voltammograms and
differential pulse voltammograms (DPV) were measured with 0.1 

Bu4NPF6 as the supporting electrolyte in CH3CN. A scan rate of
100 mV/s was employed.

Mössbauer Spectroscopy: Mössbauer spectra were recorded by
using a conventional constant acceleration Mössbauer spectrome-
ter (Wissenschaftliche Elecktronik GmbH) with a 57Co in Rh ma-
trix as the Mössbauer source. The Doppler velocity was varied
from –12.5 mm/s to +12.5 mm/s to cover the entire energy range
corresponding to the magnetically split Mössbauer spectrum. The
absorbers for Mössbauer spectroscopy were prepared from finely
ground powder by pressing it in a copper ring with a diameter of
12 mm and by fixing the open ends with transparent tapes. Cali-
bration spectra with natural iron foil were taken before and after
each measurement at 298 K. Discrete doublets and hexaplets with
Lorentzian peaks were fitted to the spectra by using a least-squares
code developed at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, In-
dia. The isomer shift and the quadruple splitting have an uncer-
tainty of about 0.04 mm/s, whereas the hyperfine field has an uncer-
tainty of 1 kOe.

X-ray Crystal-Structure Determination of 1 and 2: Suitable single
crystals of 1 and 2 with dimensions of 0.30�0.30�0.15 mm and
0.25 �0.20�0.15 mm, respectively, were selected for indexing and
the collection of intensity data. Measurements were performed with
graphite-monochromatized Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) on a
Nonius Kappa CCD diffractometer. The unit cell parameters and
crystal-orientation matrices were determined for two complexes by
least-squares refinements of all reflections. The intensity data were
corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects, and an empirical
absorption correction was also employed by using the SAINT pro-
gram.[31] Data were collected by applying the condition I � 2σ(I).
Intensity data were collected at 100(2) K within the limits 0.95° �

θ � 28.30° for 1 and 0.94° � θ � 28.42° for 2. All these structures
were solved by direct methods and followed by successive Fourier
and difference Fourier syntheses. Full-matrix least-squares refine-
ments on F2 were carried out by using SHELXL-97 with aniso-
tropic displacement parameters for all non-hydrogen atoms. Hydro-
gen atoms were constrained to ride on the respective carbon or
nitrogen atoms with isotropic displacement parameters equal to 1.2
times the equivalent isotropic displacement of their parent atom in
all cases. Complex neutral atom scattering factors were used
throughout for all cases. All calculations were carried out by using
the programs SHELXS 97,[32a] SHELXL97,[32b] PLATON 99,[33a]

and ORTEP-3.[33b]. The figures were generated by using the Dia-
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mond 3.1e program. Details of the structure determinations are
given in Table 2. CCDC-291418 (for 1) and -761286 (for 2) contain
the supplementary crystallographic data for this paper. These data
can be obtained free of charge from The Cambridge Crystallo-
graphic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif.

Table 2. Crystallographic data and structure refinement for 1 and
2.

1 2

Emperical formula C46H60Cl4FeI6N4 C46H60Br5Fe2N4O2

Mr 1698.83 1315.35
Crystal system triclinic orthorhombic
Space group P1̄ P1̄
a (Å) 11.619(5) 13.2905(2)
b (Å) 12.808(5) 24.1141(4)
c (Å) 17.701(5) 15.0699(3)
α (°) 85.656(5) 90
β (°) 73.024(5) 90
γ (°) 71.922(5) 90
V (Å3) 2394.7(15) 4829.73(14)
Z 2 4
T (K) 100(2) 150(2)
λ (Å) 0.71069 0.71073
Dcalcd. (gcm–3) 2.356 1.809
µ (mm–1) 4.707 5.076
F(000) 1594 2568
Goodness-of-fit 1.062 1.036
R1

[a]/wR2
[b] [I�2σ(I)] 0.0357/0.0913 0.0285/0.0715

R1
[a]/wR2

[b] (all data) 0.0473/0.0969 0.0443/0.0777

[a] R1 = Σ||Fo| – |Fc||/Σ|Fo|. [a] wR2 = {Σ[w(Fo
2 – Fc

2)2]/Σ[w(Fo
2)2]}1/2.

[L∆∆FeII–I]·I3·I2·2CH2Cl2 (1): To a dcm solution of [Et4N][LFeIII]
(1.0 g, dissolved in 30 mL of dcm) was slowly added an iodine
(1.0 g) solution in dcm (20 mL) over a period of 1 h, which resulted
in a change in color of the solution to brown. The solution was
filtered, and petroleum ether (40 mL, b.p. 40–60°) was added to the
filtrate. On standing at 4 °C for 6 h, shining black crystals with a
green hue appeared. These were filtered, washed with petroleum
ether, and dried in vacuo to yield 1.4 g. (80%) of 1. (–) ESI-MS
(10% acetonitrile): m/z = 782.25. C46H60Cl4FeI6N4 (1628.09): calcd.
C 33.94, H 3.71, N 3.44; found C 33.53, H 3.63, N 3.67.

[L∆∆FeII–Br][FeIIIBr4]·2(CH3)2CO (2): To a dcm solution of
[Et4N][LFeIII] (1.0 g, dissolved in 30 mL of dcm), was slowly added
a bromine (1.0 g) solution in CCl4 (20 mL) over a period of 3 h,
which resulted in a change in color of the solution to deep brown.
The solution was filtered and petroleum ether (40 mL) was added
to the filtrate and kept at 4 °C for half an hour. A microcrystalline
solid was collected by using G-3 frit and redissolved in acetone and
layered with petroleum ether. On standing at 4 °C for 2 d shining
bright red crystals appeared. These were filtered, washed with pe-
troleum ether, and dried in vacuo. Yield 0.5 g (35%) of 2. (–) ESI-
MS (100% acetonitrile): m/z = 734.26. C46H60Br5Fe2N4O2

(1212.22): calcd. C 45.58, H 4.99, N 4.62; found C 45.13, H 4.67,
N 4.17.
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A reversible topotactic oxidizing–reducing process has been
clearly evidenced in the annealing treatment followed to sta-
bilize rhombohedral and orthorhombic La1–tMn1–tO3

(0.016� t �0.038) samples. The study of the surface evol-
ution followed by characterization by scanning electron mi-
croscopy (SEM) and atomic force microscopy (AFM) gives

Introduction
LaMnO3+δ systems exhibit a rich and complex chemistry

showing unique behaviour among the LaMO3 (M = transi-
tion metal) perovskite compounds. Most of the transition
metals are able to adopt several oxidation states, however
LaMnO3 is the only compound of this series that shows
a noteworthy oxygen excess. This has motivated extensive
research moved by the need to increase basic knowledge as
well as to find potential applications, such as catalysis, solid
oxide fuel cells, oxygen sensors and, more recently, colossal
magnetoresistance behaviour, based on nonstoichiometric
phenomena.

The crystalochemical behaviour of LaMnO3+δ is complex
and different approaches have been described. Early
attempts to prepare LaMnO3 perovskite showed that it was
oxidized when heated in air, requiring lower oxygen activiti-
ties.[1] Although traditionally formulated as LaMnO3+δ, it
is acknowledged that the perovskite structure cannot accept
additional oxygen as interstitial due to size limitations.[2]

Preliminary studies indicate the presence of La and Mn va-
cancies in a manganite formulated as LaMnO3.12.[3] How-
ever, more recently, a detailed study by means of neutron
diffraction coupled to high resolution electron microscopy
and density measurements concluded that the defect chem-
istry of LaMnO3+δ should be described as equal numbers
of La and Mn vacancies which are randomly distributed.[4]

This disordered distribution contrasts to the related oxygen
deficient LaMnO3–x system, in which clusters of defects[4]
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evidence for a diffusion mechanism of La and Mn cations
through the grain boundaries which provides a fast pathway
in the perovskite related compound; however, contrary to
theoretical predictions, the overall cationic ratio (La:Mn 1:1)
is kept.

as well as new ordered superstructures,[5,6] have been de-
tected due to short and long-range ordering. Oxygen vac-
ancy ordering can be accommodated through the formation
of new superlattices as, for instance, LaMnO2.75,[6] whereas
symmetry changes have been described as a function of δ
values. LaMnO3 perovskite crystallizes with orthorhombic
symmetry (S. G. Pnma, No. 62) while for higher values
(δ � 0.1) rhombohedral symmetry has been recorded (S.G.
R3̄c, No. 167).

Since defects on LaMnO3 are Schottky-type rather than
interstitials, the oxidative process provokes the appearance
of Mn4+ and then the coexistence of Mn3+ and Mn4+,
which is related to the interesting magnetic and transport
properties of this system.[7] This behaviour suggests that the
oxidation and reduction processes in the so-called
LaMnO3+δ, better formulated as La1–tMn1–tO3 [t = δ/(3+δ)],
must be controlled by the presence of cationic vacancies.
Diffusion processes in perovskites have been traditionally
considered as being due to oxygen ion vacancies[8] as oxy-
gen mobility is, in principle, faster than cationic mobility.
Nevertheless, it should be noted that ion migration is a
complex process influenced by many different factors such
as temperature, ion size, vacancy concentration and higher
order defects. In addition, extended defects, for instance
grain boundaries, seem to play a prominent role since atoms
in grain boundaries are known to be much more mobile
than in the lattice.

The aim of this work is to study, by means of SEM and
AFM techniques, the evolution of the surface of polycrys-
talline La1–tMn1–tO3 as a function of cationic vacancy con-
centration induced by different thermal treatments.

Results and Discussion
The starting sample, heated in air up to 1400 °C and

labelled as A in Figure 1, is assigned as an orthorhombic
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perovskite (S.G. Pnma) according to previous results.[9] An-
nealing of this sample in air at 900 °C is accompanied by
an orthorhombic–rhombohedral (S.G. R3̄c, sample B) tran-
sition. After treatment in air at 1400 °C (sample C), the
original orthorhombic symmetry is recovered. Cationic
composition analysis indicates a La:Mn 1:1 ratio in all three
samples. Iodometric analysis shows a 10% Mn4+ and 90%
Mn3+ composition for both orthorhombic samples A and
C. Annealing at 900 °C provokes an oxidation process (seen
in sample B), which is reflected in the increase of the Mn4+

content to 24%. As a consequence, X-ray diffraction data
show that the lattice volume (see Table 1) decreases as the
Mn4+ concentration increases.[10] In parallel, thermogravi-
metric analysis indicates that sample B suffers a weight loss
higher than that of samples A and C. As there is no inter-
stitial oxygen, this behaviour can be only understood if the
above samples exhibit different cationic vacancy concentra-
tions. On the basis of both the Mn oxidation state and the
La:Mn 1:1 ratio, and taking into account that, in all cases,
the anionic sublattice is complete, samples A and C have a
composition of La0.984Mn0.984O3, whereas sample B can be
formulated as La0.962Mn0.962O3. At this point, it is worth
stressing that the starting concentration of cationic vacan-
cies is restored through an oxidation and reduction process.

Figure 1. Schematic representation of the heating treatments under-
taken to obtain samples A, B and C.

Table 1. Compositional characteristics and cell volume of
La1–tMn1–tO3 pellet as a function of different annealing tempera-
tures.

Treatment Composition Cell volume Mn4+ Mn3+

[Å3] Conc. (%) Conc. (%)

100 h, La0.984Mn0.984O3 60.405(6) 10 90
1400 °C (sample A)
+ 48 h, La0.962Mn0.962O3 59.972(8) 24 76
900 °C (sample B)
++ 48 h, La0.984Mn0.984O3 60.405(6) 10 90
1400 °C (sample C)

In order to characterize the surface, a SEM study was
performed. Figure 2 (parts a–c) shows representative SEM
micrographs corresponding to samples A, B and C. From
these images, the increase of the grain size at the lowest
annealing temperature, 900 °C (sample B), is observed (Fig-
ure 2, b). The size enhancement is accompanied by an in-
crease in the cationic vacancy concentration, which is in
agreement with the composition analysis. Moreover, the
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surfaces of samples A and C are very similar (see parts a
and c in Figure 2). This fact underlies the importance of
the temperature effect, independent of the pathway followed
and, together with the composition study, suggests a
reversible oxidation–reduction process through the
1400�900 �1400 °C consecutive treatments as the initial
surface is recovered at 1400 °C.

Figure 2. SEM micrographs of the La1–tMn1–tO3 pellet after dif-
ferent heating processes: (a) A, (b) B and (c) C treatments (see
Figure 1).

In order to investigate the composition on the pellet sur-
face, analysis by X-ray energy dispersive spectroscopy
(XEDS) was carried out. In all the three cases the La:Mn
1:1 ratio was kept. Furthermore, the surface map obtained
by this characterization suggests a homogeneous La:Mn
distribution. This analysis supports the absence of La or
Mn rich phases in agreement with XRD data. This result
contrasts with the predictions of Souza et al that suggest a
higher tendency for La vacancy generation on the sur-
face.[11]

In order to shed some light on the surface grain growth
mechanism in this material, an AFM study was performed.
Figure 3 depicts two AFM images corresponding to sam-
ples B and C. Differences concerning the grain boundaries
as well as the size and shape of the grains are evident. In
fact, La0.962Mn0.962O3 (sample B) exhibits a large grain size,
in accordance with the SEM study, with polyhedral shape
and flat boundaries including small inhomogeneities. On
the contrary, La0.984Mn0.984O3 (sample C) shows a smaller
grain size with a rounded and more homogeneous surface
that is also in agreement with the SEM study. A more de-
tailed topographic study was carried out by analyzing the
surface height along and across the grains (Figure 4, a–f).
Parts b and c of Figure 4 display the topographic changes
found in two crystalline grains corresponding to
La0.984Mn0.984O3 along the lines drawn in Figure 4 (a).
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Level differences of about 200 nm were seen in both cases.
Topographic analysis across some edges of different grains
was carried out on the framed area in Figure 4 (a), as
shown in the enlarged image d in Figure 4. In this case,
sharper depth differences between the grains are evident
(Figure 4, e) rising to the value of 650 nm. A 3D image
corresponding to the area shown in part a of Figure 4 was
generated (Figure 4, f) clearly showing the rounded mor-
phology characteristic of La0.984Mn0.984O3.

Figure 3. AFM micrographs corresponding to (a) La0.962Mn0.962O3

and (b) La0.984Mn0.984O3.

Following the same procedure, a different topography of
the surface has been found for La0.962Mn0.962O3 (sample
B), after annealing La0.984Mn0.984O3 at 900 °C. The grains
become flat with sharp edges (Figure 5, a). The topographic
analysis along and across the grains (see lines marked in
Figure 5, a) reveals a surface roughness of about 40 nm in
each case (Figure 5, b–c). It is worth noting that the depth
differences are of one order of magnitude less than those of
La0.984Mn0.984O3. Taking into account the lattice parameter
of the cubic perovskite subcell (0.38 nm) it can be estimated
that the grain boundaries in La0.962Mn0.962O3 are filled with
around 1600 new perovskite unit cells.

Figure 4. (a) AFM image corresponding to La0.984Mn0.984O3; (b), (c) surface profiles along the areas plotted in (a); (d) enlarged image
of the framed area in (a); (e) analysis of the grains depth in (d); (f) detailed three dimensional representation of a La0.984Mn0.984O3 surface
corresponding to the micrograph (a).
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Figure 5. (a) AFM image corresponding to La0.962Mn0.962O3. (b),
(c) Surface profiles along the plotted areas in (a).

After final annealing at 1400 °C (sample C), the initial
morphology is recovered as observed in Figure 6. The
rounded morphology and the characteristic roughness, of
the order of hundreds of nanometres, becomes evident (Fig-
ure 6, b–c). Figure 6 (d) shows the enlarged image corre-
sponding to the framed area in Figure 6 (a) where the topo-
graphic analysis reveals similar depth values between the
grains.

In summary, sample A, La0.984Mn0.984O3, consists of
rounded grains. After the same pellet is annealed and
quenched at 900 °C, the surface is modified (sample B) ex-
hibiting flat grains of La0.962Mn0.962O3 composition where
the grain boundaries are filled. These experimental observa-
tions allow the proposal of a diffusion mechanism through
the grain boundaries which provide fast cation diffusion
paths in the perovskite related material. Under more oxidiz-
ing conditions (900 °C), La and Mn cations migrate from
the bulk towards the crystal surface in order to react with
oxygen and create new perovskite lattices on the surface.
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Figure 6. (a) AFM image corresponding to La0.984Mn0.984O3. (b),
(c) Surface profiles along the plotted areas in (a); (d) enlarged im-
age of the framed area in (a), and (e) analysis of the grain depths.

Identical numbers of La and Mn cation vacancies are
formed and randomly distributed over the lattice, ensuring
that the La:Mn 1:1 ratio is always kept. This is the reason
why at 900 °C the sample exhibits a higher cationic vacancy
concentration compared to that at 1400 °C, despite exhibit-
ing the same La:Mn ratio and oxygen content. As the final
annealing at 1400 °C reinstates the original composition,
the cationic diffusion process must be reversible. At this
temperature the cationic vacancy concentration decreases
as a consequence of La and Mn migration from the crystal
surface to the bulk material returning to the initial
La0.984Mn0.984O3 composition. The above process is de-
picted schematically in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Schematic representation of the mechanism proposed for
surface evolution as a function of the annealing temperature and
sample composition. (a) Surface corresponding to La0.984Mn0.984O3

sample which exhibits depth grain boundaries (b) surface corre-
sponding to La0.962Mn0.962O3 showing the filling of the grain
boundaries as a consequence of the cationic diffusion at 900 °C.
The reversible character of the process is indicated.

The cationic diffusion process has also been described in
other related perovskite oxides.[12,13] The annealing process
used to stabilize SrTiO3 in oxidative conditions gives rise to
the formation of Sr-rich phases of the so-called Ruddlesden–
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Popper type (Srn+1TinO3n+1) and various forms of titanium
oxide on the surface.[12] Phase segregation is also produced
under reducing conditions giving rise to Ti-rich phases
(such as TiO and TiO2). Obviously, the surface exhibits a
drastically different composition compared to the bulk.
Hence, although oxidizing and reducing processes in
SrTiO3 and La0.984Mn0.984O3 are both tuned by the cationic
diffusion, the final result is different since new chemical
phases appear on the SrTiO3 surface while oxidation in
La0.984Mn0.984O3 and reduction in La0.962Mn0.962O3 pro-
ceed through a reversible topotactic pathway.

Theoretical studies suggest that orthorhombic and rhom-
bohedral perovskites in the La-Mn-O system exhibit a ten-
dency towards La vacancy formation over Mn vacancy for-
mation.[11] Nevertheless, since secondary phases such as
MnxOy, La2O3 and La2MnO4 were not detected, even after
a careful inspection at a local level by means of trans-
mission electron microscopy, and the composition analysis
always indicates a La:Mn 1:1 ratio, it seems reasonable to
assume that the cationic vacancy concentration is always
the same in both sublattices. This is in agreement with pre-
vious studies by Van Roosmalen et al.[4] and Huang et al,[14]

suggesting that La and Mn cationic migration, as well as La
and Mn vacancies, must be coupled in spite of the different
cationic size. In fact, Schulz et al[15] suggest that the cation
diffusion coefficients in La0.9Sr0.1Ga0.9Mg0.1O2.9 are very
similar for all types of cations investigated including A and
B site cations that are strongly dependent on temperature,
similar to the material studied here.

Conclusions

The morphology of the La1–tMn1–tO3 surface is clearly
altered when the sample is treated under different annealing
conditions. The evolution of this surface can be followed by
means of SEM and AFM by successive annealing of the
same pellet. The surface of the as prepared pellet at 1400 °C
exhibits rounded grains with abrupt changes in depth be-
tween them. Annealing at 900 °C provides a more oxidizing
atmosphere and new perovskite lattice is formed filling the
holes between grains as a consequence of the migration of
La and Mn through these pathways and further recombina-
tion with the oxygen at the surface. As a result, the depth
between grains decreases and they become flat. Annealing
at higher temperature, 1400 °C, provides more reducing
conditions and the surface roughness is recovered suggest-
ing that the inverse cation diffusion progresses from the sur-
face to the bulk. Therefore, reduction and oxidation in
La1–tMn1–tO3 are reversible topotactic processes, as the per-
ovskite skeleton is preserved, controlled by migration of La
and Mn cations through the grain boundaries.

Experimental Section
A sample of LaMnO3 (nominal composition) was prepared by
heating stoichiometric amounts of La2O3 and MnO2 in air at
1400 °C for 100 h with intermediate milling. The as prepared sam-
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ple underwent two consecutive annealing processes in air for 48 h,
the first at 900 °C and the second at 1400 °C. Each thermal treat-
ment was followed by final quenching to room temperature. The
X-ray diffraction study was carried out with a Philips X‘Pert (Cu-
Kα radiation) diffractometer. Cationic composition analysis was
performed by means of XEDS. Oxidation states were determined
by iodometric analysis, following Fyfe’s method.[16] Oxygen content
was inferred by thermogravimetric analysis with a Cahn D-200
electrobalance equipped with a furnace and a two-channel register,
allowing the simultaneous detection of the weight loss and the reac-
tion temperature. The sample was heated in a H2 (200 mbar) and
He (300 mbar) atmosphere up to 800 °C at a rate of 6 °C/min.

The surface study was carried out with SEM (JEOL JSM 6400)
and AFM (Nanotec Tapping mode VSxM software) microscopes.
For this study the sample was pressed into a pellet (2 mm
height �18 mm diameter) followed by metallographic grinding
with 320 µm grit SiC paper and subsequent polishing with diamond
paste of 3 µm, 1 µm and 0.25 µm. Once prepared, the pellet was
treated under the same heating conditions than the powdered sam-
ple, as shown in Figure 1.

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): XEDS surface maps corresponding to SEM micro-
graphs of samples B and C. The lanthanum and manganese maps
suggest a surface homogeneous cationic distribution for both sam-
ples.
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Six platinum(II) complexes of the general formula [Pt(cbdc)-
(HLn)2] (1–6; cbdc = cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate and HL1–
HL6 = benzyl-substituted 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-iso-
propylpurine derivatives) have been synthesized by the reac-
tion of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] with the corresponding HLn com-
pound. The prepared complexes were characterized by ele-
mental analysis and FTIR, Raman and NMR (1H, 13C, 15N and
195Pt) spectroscopy. Based on the results of these techniques, it
can be concluded that the central PtII atom of the complexes
1–6 is coordinated to two oxygen atoms originating from the
cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate group and to two nitrogen
atoms from two HLn molecules, that is, having a PtN2O2 do-
nor set. Detailed multinuclear and two-dimensional NMR
studies indicated the N-7 atom to be the coordination site of
the purine derivatives. The coordination mode was proven
by a single-crystal X-ray analysis of the [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)-

Introduction

One of the best known platinum-based complexes used
in the treatment of cancer is cis-diamminedichloridoplatin-
um(II) complex (cisplatin).[1] Since 1978 it has been used in
chemotherapy against testicular, ovarian, oesophageal,
lung, head, neck and other human malignancies.[2] How-
ever, the therapy itself is accompanied by several unwanted
side-effects (e.g., nephrotoxicity and ototoxicity) and drug
resistance. These limitations led to the preparation of new
platinum(II) complexes, that is, diamminecyclobutane-1,1-
dicarboxylatoplatinum(II) (carboplatin), (1R,2R)-diamino-
cyclohexaneoxalatoplatinum(II) (oxaliplatin) and diam-
mineglycolatoplatinum(II) (nedaplatin), which have also
been approved as platinum-based anticancer drugs. In the
case of carboplatin and nedaplatin, the carrier N-donor li-
gands (NH3) are identical to those in cisplatin. However,
the replacement of the chlorido-leaving ligands in cisplatin
by the cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate (carboplatin) or
glycolate (nedaplatin) dianion led to the suppression of un-
wanted side-effects such as nephrotoxicity.[3]

[a] Department of Inorganic Chemistry, Faculty of Science,
Palacký University
Tř. 17. listopadu 12, 77146 Olomouc, Czech Republic
Fax: +420-585-634-357
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Supporting information for this article is available on the
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(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) intermediate [HL7 = 2-chloro-6-(2-
methoxybenzyl)amino-9-isopropylpurine]. The geometry is
slightly distorted square-planar and the central PtII atom is
coordinated to one bidentate cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate
dianion, one dmso molecule through the sulfur atom and one
HL7 molecule through the N-7 atom of the purine ring, that
is, with a PtNO2S donor set. The complexes 1–6 were tested
for their in vitro cytotoxicity against K-562 (chronic myeloge-
nous leukaemia) and MCF7 (breast adenocarcinoma) human
cancer cell lines. Values of IC50 (drug concentrations lethal
for 50% of the tumour cells) ranged from 4.5 to 14.1 µM for
the K-562 cells and from 4.3 to 21.0 µM for the MCF7 cells.
The in vitro cytotoxicities were in several cases comparable
or even higher than those of therapeutically used platinum-
based anticancer drugs, that is, cisplatin, carboplatin and
oxaliplatin.

The derivatives of 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-iso-
propylpurine (HLn) used for the preparation of the plati-
num(II) complexes 1–6 were chemically derived from a 6-
benzylaminopurine (N6-benzyladenine, bap) skeleton. The
latter represents one of the groups of plant growth regula-
tors called cytokinins.[4] 6-Benzylamino-2-chloro-9-iso-
propylpurine itself is an inactive precursor of cyclin-de-
pendent kinase (CDK) inhibitors such as 6-benzylamino-2-
(3-hydroxypropylamino)-9-isopropylpurine (bohemine) or
6-benzylamino-2-(2-hydroxymethyl-1-propylamino)-9-iso-
propylpurine (roscovitine, ros).[5] These types of organic
compounds have formerly been used in the synthesis of
metallocomplexes, including platinum(II) and platinum(IV)
complexes. Compounds cis-[PtCl2(HL)2], trans-[PtCl2-
(HL)2], [Pt(ox)(HL)2], [PtCl3(H+HL)], cis-[PtCl2(H+HL)2]-
Cl2 and [PtCl5(H+HL)] have been reported and their in vi-
tro cytotoxic activity on selected human cancer cell lines
have also been discussed (HL = variously substituted bap;
H+HL = protonated form of bap derivatives; see ref.[6] and
references cited therein). The best results were obtained for
cis-[PtCl2(ros)2], the IC50 (concentration of the tested com-
pound lethal for 50% of cells) values of which were equal
to 1 µ for the K-562 (chronic myelogenous leukaemia), G-
361 (malignant melanoma) and HOS (osteogenic sarcoma)
human cancer cell lines and to 2 µ for the MCF7 (human
breast adenocarcinoma) cells. The in vitro cytotoxicity of
this complex exceeds that of cisplatin, the IC50 values of
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which were determined to be 3, 3, 5 and 11 µ, respectively,
for the above cell lines. With the exception of the above-
mentioned compounds with 6-benzylaminopurine deriva-
tives, complexes of the type [Pt(1,4dach)(L)2]X involving
different types of nucleobase or their derivatives (L = ade-
nine, hypoxanthine, 9-methylguanine, cytosine and 1-meth-
ylcytosine) and 1,4-diaminocyclohexane (1,4dach) can be
regarded as platinum(II) complexes with similar types of N-
donor ligand; X = SO4

2– or Cl2–).[7]

A total number of 308 platinum(II) complexes involving
the [PtN2(cbdc)] motif have been reported to date (Sci-
Finder Scholar, 2004 edition). Moreover, 28 X-ray struc-
tures of platinum(II) square-planar complexes have been
deposited at the Crystallographic Structural Database
(CSD ver. 5.31, November 2009 update),[8] but only two of
them, namely [Pt(cbdc)(2-mp)2] and [Pt(cbdc)(hmi)2]·H2O,
have two unidentate N-donor heterocyclic ligands (2-meth-
ylpyridine, 2-mp; hexamethyleneimine, hmi) coordinated to
the PtII atom.[9] In relation to this, the complexes 1–6 repre-
sent the first ever prepared carboplatin-based complexes
with two substituted purine molecules coordinated to the
metal centre.

In this work we report the preparation and characteriza-
tion of the platinum(II) complexes [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] 1–6
bearing N-donor carrier ligands derived from 6-ben-
zylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine (HLn) and the cyclo-
butane-1,1-dicarboxylate dianion (cbdc) as the leaving bi-
dentate O-donor group. The complexes prepared were
screened in an acetoxymethyl (AM) assay for their in vitro
cytotoxicity against K-562 and MCF7 human cancer cell
lines.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis

The 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine deriva-
tives (HLn), depicted in Scheme S1 (see the Supporting In-

Scheme 1. Mechanism for the synthesis of 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine derivatives (HLn) and the [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] com-
plexes 1–6 via the [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HLn)] intermediates (shown in grey). R = 5-bromo-2-fluoro (HL1; complex 1), 3,4-dichloro (HL2; 2),
3-bromo (HL3; 3), 2-trifluoromethyl (HL4; 4), 3-trifluoromethyl (HL5; 5) and 4-trifluoromethyl (HL4; 6) derivatives of 6-benzylamino-2-
chloro-9-isopropylpurine.

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3441–34483442

formation), were synthesized from 2,6-dichloropurine, as
shown in Scheme 1.[10]

A series of light-grey platinum(II) complexes 1–6 of the
general formula [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2], formally derived from
carboplatin, were prepared by a general procedure with
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] as a key intermediate, which was allowed
to react with 2 molequiv of the 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-
isopropylpurine derivatives (HL1–HL6) to give the final
products of general formula [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] (summarized
in Scheme 1; dmso = dimethyl sulfoxide).[11] The reactions
were performed in distilled water/isopropyl alcohol (1:1,
v/v) at 90 °C. The substitution of the two dmso molecules
proceeded in two steps, as reported for the reactions of
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] with 1,2-diaminocyclohexane (dach),
aminocyclohexane (ach) and n-propylamine (pa).[11] In the

Figure 1. Molecular structure of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O
(7a·H2O) with non-hydrogen atoms drawn as thermal ellipsoids at
the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted for
clarity.
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cases of the complexes 1–6, the syntheses proceeded by a
two-step reaction mechanism, the first stage involving the
substitution of one dmso molecule in the starting
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] complex by one HLn molecule to form
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HLn)]. It is supposed that intermediates of
this type are quite stable, probably due to the relative kinetic
inertness of the latter complex and the intra- and intermo-
lecular non-covalent interactions (e.g., hydrogen bonds)
present both in the solid state and solution, which makes
the substitution of the second dmso molecule quite difficult
and the whole process longer. The described mechanism
was proven by determining the molecular (Figure 1) and
crystal structures of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O).
Subsequently, the second dmso ligand was substituted by
another HLn molecule to form the final product
[Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] (see Scheme 1).

FTIR and Raman Spectroscopy

Most of the bands observed in the FTIR spectra of 1–6
between 640 and 900 cm–1 could be assigned to the purine
skeletal vibrations of the coordinated HLn molecules.[12]

The very strong bands detected in the 1609–1621 cm–1 re-
gion belong to ν(C=N)ar vibrations. The weak-to-medium
bands observed between 3050 and 3142 cm–1 may be attrib-
uted to ν(C–H)ar vibrations, whereas the maxima of the
ν(C–H)ar vibrations were detected in the 2873–2983 cm–1

region. The ν(C–Cl)al vibration is characterized by a band
of medium or strong intensity with the maximum between
1163 and 1171 cm–1. Three bands with maxima at around
1480, 1530 and 1580 cm–1 can be assigned to ν(C=C)ar vi-
brations. The νas(C=O) vibration can be attributed to the
band observed at 1679–1680 cm–1, which is the typical re-
gion for this vibration and it has previously been assigned
to the carboxy groups of the cbdc dianion.[11,13] The bands
observed for 1–6 in the 150–600 cm–1 region, with maxima
at 540–545 and 554–563 cm–1, could be assigned to the
ν(Pt–N) and ν(Pt–O) stretching vibrations, respectively.[14]

The presence of these two vibrations in the far-FTIR spec-
tra indirectly confirmed the coordination of both types of
organic ligands, that is, HL1–HL6 and cbdc, to the central
PtII atom.

As can be seen from the data given in the Exp. Sect., only
some of the above characteristic vibrations were detected in
the Raman spectra of 2, 3, 5 and 6 (1 and 4 were burnt
under the laser beam). Nevertheless, it can be noted that
the positions of the band maxima assignable to these vi-
brations for both the HLn and cbdc ligands correlate well
in the FTIR and Raman spectra of the particular complexes
1–6. The bands with maxima at 3063–3140 and 2870–
2987 cm–1 can be assigned to ν(C–H)ar and ν(C–H)al vi-
brations, respectively.[15] The very strong skeletal vibration
of the purine ring was detected in the range of 1338–
1340 cm–1.[16]

NMR Spectroscopy

All the signals of the free HLn molecules detected in the
1H and 13C NMR spectra of the appropriate starting com-
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pounds (HLn) were also found in the spectra of the com-
plexes 1–6. However, most of these signals were shifted as
a consequence of the coordination of HLn to the PtII atom
and the formation of the final products 1–6. The highest
coordination shifts (∆δ = δcomplexes – δligand) were found for
the 8-H and 6-H signals in the 1H NMR spectra; these were
shifted significantly more than for the other proton signals.
Significant coordination shifts were also observed in the 13C
NMR spectra for the C-5 and C-8 atoms of the purine moi-
eties of HLn: the C-5 signals are shifted upfield and the C-
8 signals downfield by more than 3.0 ppm. These findings
indirectly support the conclusion that the organic molecules
HLn are coordinated to the PtII atom through their N-7
atoms.

1H–15N gs-HMBC experiments were performed on 2–6
(unfortunately, signals from the nitrogen atoms in the struc-
ture of 1 were not detected) to confirm the above conclu-
sion. Table 1 summarizes the chemical and coordination
shifts obtained, the values of which correlate well for the
individual nitrogen atoms for all the complexes. The largest
values of ∆δ were found for the N-7 atom of the purine ring
with values of around –110 ppm (Table 1). The coordina-
tion shifts for the N-1, N-3, N-6 and N-9 atoms are much
smaller. These NMR results clearly prove that 6-benz-
ylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine derivatives (HLn) are
coordinated to the metal centre of the prepared plati-
num(II) complexes through the N-7 atom.

Table 1. Results of the 1H–15N gs-HMBC experiments given as
chemical shifts with the coordination shifts (∆δ = δcomplexes – δligand)
given in parentheses.

δ [ppm]
N1 N3 N6 N7 N9

1[a] – – – – –
2 232.7 (5.7) 225.3 (1.2) 96.3 (8.4) 129.3 (–109.4) 185.2 (7.1)
3 232.4 (7.1) n.o.[b] 97.4 (7.7) 129.1 (–107.7) 184.9 (8.8)
4 230.8 (6.3) n.o.[b] 92.4 (5.9) 128.0 (–109.3) 184.1 (7.2)
5 231.8 (4.0) 223.9 (–0.3) 97.3 (5.4) 129.0 (–111.6) 185.3 (6.2)
6 232.4 (4.4) 225.0 (–0.5) 96.5 (5.3) 129.0 (–112.0) 185.4 (6.4)

[a] Signals from the N-1, N-3, N-6, N-7 and N-9 atoms of 1 were
not detected. [b] The N-3 signal was not observed for 3, HL3 or 4.

Signals characterizing the cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate
dianion were detected in both the 1H and 13C NMR spectra
of 1–6 (see the Exp. Sect.) and these signals were refined by
1H–13C gs-HMQC and gs-HMBC 2D NMR experiments.
The most characteristic signal of the coordinated cbdc di-
anion, which belongs to the C-22 and C-23 atoms of the
two carboxy groups, was found at around 177.5 ppm.

The 195Pt NMR spectra of 1–6 exhibit signals between
–1631 and –1620 ppm. Note that the 195Pt NMR chemical
shifts of platinum(II) complexes with the formula
[Pt(cbdc)(L)], in which L symbolizes two monodentate or
one bidentate N-donor ligand, namely amine, cyclopen-
tylamine (cpa), 1,2-ethylenediamine (en), 1,2-diaminopro-
pane (meen), N,N-dimethylethylenediamine (Me2en) and
1,2-diaminocyclohexane (dach), range from –1968 to
–1647 ppm.[17] Thus, it can be said that the shifts for 1–6
approach the upper limit of 195Pt NMR chemical shifts of
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the cited complexes. Moreover, these values are also similar
to those obtained for oxalatoplatinum(II) complexes (ca.
–1690 ppm) involving 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-isopro-
pylpurine-based N-donor ligands.[6b]

Single-Crystal X-ray Analysis of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)
(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O)

Attempts to prepare single crystals of platinum(II) com-
plexes 1–6 suitable for single-crystal X-ray analysis were un-
successful. Nevertheless, very important findings about the
compositions and coordination modes of these complexes
were obtained by analysis of the [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·
H2O (7a·H2O) intermediate, the molecular (Figure 1) and
crystal (Figure 2) structures of which were determined by
this important method (Table 2). Selected bond lengths and
angles are presented in Table 3 and non-bonding contacts
are given as a footnote in Figure 2.

Table 2. Crystal data and structure refinement details for
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O).

Molecular formula C24H32ClN5O7PtS
Formula weight 765.15
Temperature [K] 120(2)
Wavelength [Å] 0.71073
Crystal system orthorhombic
Space group Pbca
Unit cell dimensions
a [Å] 13.8086(3)
b [Å] 14.4052(3)
c [Å] 28.3693(5)
α [°] 90
β [°] 90
γ [°] 90
V [Å3] 5643.1(2)
Z, Dcalcd. [gcm–3] 8, 1.801
Absorption coefficient [mm–1] 5.193
Crystal size [mm] 0.40�0.35�0.30
F (000) 3024
θ range for data collection [°] 2.83�θ�25.00
Index ranges (h, k, l) –16�h�16

–17�k�12
–32� l�33

Reflections collected/unique (Rint) 44469/4960 (0.0393)
Max./min. transmission 0.3049/0.2305
Data/restraints/parameters 4960/0/363
Goodness-of-fit on F2 1.256
Final R indices [I�2σ(I)] R1 = 0.0285, wR2 = 0.0616
R indices (all data) R1 = 0.0334, wR2 = 0.0639
Largest peak/hole [eÅ–3] 0.822/–1.789

The [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) complex has
a distorted square-planar arrangement with a PtNO2S do-
nor set and it contains one water molecule of crystallization
(Figure 1). The donor atoms originate from 2-chloro-6-(2-
methoxybenzyl)amino-9-isopropylpurine (HL7), the biden-
tate-coordinated cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate dianion
and the S-coordinated dmso molecule. The coordination
site of HL7 is the N(7) atom of the purine moiety.

The HL7 molecule consists of three aromatic systems,
benzene (A), pyrimidine (B) and imidazole (C), with the
biggest deviations from planarity being 0.003(5) Å for
C(13), 0.018(4) Å for N(1) and 0.012(4) Å for C(5). The tor-
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sion angles C(6)–N(6)–C(9)–C(10), C(5)–C(6)–N(6)–C(9)
and N(6)–C(9)–C(10)–C(15) are equal to 165.1(4), 176.6(4)
and –120.6(5)°, respectively. The dihedral angle formed by
the benzene and purine rings is 53.62(13)°. Moreover, the
dihedral angle between the purine ring and the basal plane
formed by the atoms of the PtNO2S donor set was deter-
mined to be 87.34(8)°. The cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate
dianion is coordinated to the metal centre through its O(1)
and O(3) atoms. The Pt–O bond lengths determined for
7a·H2O (Table 3) correlate well with those of the cyclobu-
tane-1,1-dicarboxylatoplatinum(II) complexes deposited in
the CSD,[8] which range from 1.977 to 2.065 Å (mean of
2.016 Å). The dihedral angle, typical of platinum(II) com-
plexes coordinated to the cbdc dianion, formed by the basal
plane (PtNO2S donor set) and the cyclobutane ring, is
equal to 79.5(2)°. The dimethyl sulfoxide molecule is coor-
dinated to the PtII atom through its S(1) atom.

Table 3. Selected bond lengths and angles for 7a·H2O.

Bond lengths [Å] Bond angles [°]

Pt(1)–O(1) 2.018(3) O(1)–Pt(1)–O(3) 89.89(13)
Pt(1)–O(3) 2.004(3) O(1)–Pt(1)–N(7) 88.56(15)
Pt(1)–N(7) 2.011(4) O(1)–Pt(1)–S(1) 178.00(11)
Pt(1)–S(1) 2.1819(12) O(3)–Pt(1)–N(7) 178.45(15)
N(1)–C(2) 1.331(6) O(3)–Pt(1)–S(1) 88.94(10)
N(1)–C(6) 1.346(6) N(7)–Pt(1)–S(1) 92.60(12)
C(2)–N(3) 1.312(6) Pt(1)–N(7)–C(5) 128.0(3)
N(3)–C(4) 1.353(6) Pt(1)–N(7)–C(8) 125.3(3)
C(4)–C(5) 1.367(6) Pt(1)–O(1)–C(22) 119.9(3)
C(4)–N(9) 1.372(6) Pt(1)–O(3)–C(23) 119.8(3)
C(5)–C(6) 1.407(6) Pt(1)–S(1)–C(20) 107.2(2)
C(5)–N(7) 1.380(6) Pt(1)–S(1)–C(21) 108.7(2)
N(7)–C(8) 1.313(6) Pt(1)–S(1)–O(6) 118.7(2)
C(8)–N(9) 1.350(6) C(5)–N(7)–C(8) 106.6(4)
O(1)–C(22) 1.302(6) N(7)–C(5)–C(4) 108.3(4)
O(3)–C(23) 1.308(6) N(7)–C(5)–C(6) 134.3(4)
C(22)–O(2) 1.218(6) N(7)–C(8)–C(9) 111.4(4)
C(22)–C(24) 1.520(7) O(1)–C(22)–O(2) 121.3(5)
C(23)–O(4) 1.216(6) O(1)–C(22)–C(24) 117.2(4)
C(23)–C(24) 1.525(7) O(3)–C(23)–O(4) 121.1(5)
S(1)–C(20) 1.763(6) O(3)–C(23)–C(24) 117.7(4)
S(1)–C(21) 1.745(6)
S(1)–O(6) 1.455(4)

A network of intra- and intermolecular hydrogen bonds
and non-covalent contacts stabilize the crystal structure of
7a·H2O (Figure 2). As a consequence of the intramolecular
N(6)–H(6)···O(5) hydrogen bond [d(D–H) = 0.8800 Å,
d(H···A) = 2.435(4) Å, d(D···A) = 2.815(5) Å and �(DHA)
= 106.5(3)°], the methoxy group is orientated towards the
imidazole ring. The water molecule is involved in hydrogen
bonds of the O–H···O type with the O(2) and O(4) atoms of
two different 7a molecules to form the following hydrogen
bonds: O(7)–H(7W)···O(4)i [d(D–H) = 0.89(7) Å, d(H···A)
= 1.93(7) Å, d(D···A) = 2.767(6) Å and �(DHA) = 157(6)°]
and O(7)–H(7V)···O(4)ii [d(D–H) = 0.81(7) Å, d(H···A) =
2.00(7) Å, d(D···A) = 2.806(6) Å and �(DHA) = 168(6)°]
[Figure 2; symmetry codes: (i) 1 – x, y + 0.5, 0.5 – z; (ii) x
+ 0.5, y, 0.5 – z]. Finally, C–H···O, C–H···Cl, C···Cl and
Cl···O non-covalent contacts were detected in the crystal
structure of the complex 7a·H2O and their parameters are
given in Table S1 of the Supporting Information.
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Figure 2. Part of the crystal structure of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) showing N–H···O and O–H···O hydrogen bonds (dashed
light-grey lines) and C–H···O non-covalent contacts (dashed dark-grey lines). Hydrogen atoms not involved in hydrogen bonds have been
omitted for clarity. Symmetry codes: (iii) 0.5 – x, y – 0.5, z; (iv) x, y – 1, z; (v) 0.5 – x, y + 0.5, z; (vi) x – 0.5, y – 1, 0.5 – z; (vii) 1 – x,
y – 0.5, 0.5 – z; (viii) x – 0.5, y, 0.5 – z.

In Vitro Cytotoxic Activity

The prepared complexes 1–6 were tested for their in vitro
cytotoxic activity by performing a calcein AM assay on the
chronic myelogenous leukaemia (K-562) and breast adeno-
carcinoma (MCF7) human cancer cell lines (Table 4).

Table 4. IC50 values (µ) of the in vitro cytotoxicity of the com-
plexes 1–6 and platinum-based anticancer drugs against K-562
(chronic myelogenous leukaemia) and MCF7 (breast adenocarci-
noma) human cancer cell lines; the cells were exposed to the com-
pounds for 72 h; experiments were repeated three-times.

Complex IC50 [µ] Ref.

K-562 MCF7

1 9.5�2.5 9.0 �2.3 this work
2 4.8�0.6 4.3�0.2 this work
3 4.5�1.0 5.0�0.3 this work
4 7.0�1.3 7.9� 2.3 this work
5 14.1�3.3 21.0�1.4 this work
6 7.5�1.9 19.2�8.6 this work
Cisplatin 4.7 10.9 [18a]

Carboplatin 60.0 250.0 [18b,18c]

Oxaliplatin 8.8 18.2 [18a]

The results reveal very promising cytotoxic activities with
IC50 values in the range of 4.5–14.1 and 4.3–21.0 µ for the
K-562 and MCF7 cell lines, respectively. In the case of the
K-562 cells, complexes 2 and 3 have an in vitro cytotoxicity
comparable to that of cisplatin. Moreover, these com-
pounds, together with 4 and 6, exceed the activity of oxali-
platin and all the tested substances are significantly more
effective than carboplatin. As for the MCF7 human cancer
cells, 1–6 are again more cytotoxic than carboplatin. The in
vitro cytotoxic activities of the complexes 1–4 were evalu-
ated as even higher than those of commercially used plati-
num-based drugs cisplatin and oxaliplatin.

Conclusions

The seven novel [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] (1–6) and
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) cyclobutane-1,1-di-
carboxylatoplatinum(II) complexes derived from carbopla-
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tin have been prepared by a synthetic strategy with
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] as a key intermediate. The products ob-
tained were fully characterized. Based on the results of vari-
ous physicochemical techniques it can be concluded that
the central PtII atom is tetracoordinated to two unidentate
N-donor carrier ligands derived from 6-benzylamino-2-
chloro-9-isopropylpurine (HL1–HL6) and the bidentate O-
donor cyclobutane-1,1-dicarboxylate dianion (cbdc). Multi-
nuclear and two-dimensional NMR studies proved the N-7
atom to be the coordination site of the HLn ligands, which
was also confirmed by single-crystal X-ray analysis of the
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) intermediate. IC50

values for the in vitro cytotoxicity of the prepared plati-
num(II) complexes showed that several of the prepared
complexes can be considered to have comparable or even
higher in vitro cytotoxicity than the platinum-based anti-
cancer drugs, that is, cisplatin, carboplatin and oxaliplatin.

Experimental Section
Materials: The chemicals and solvents were purchased from com-
mercial sources, namely Sigma–Aldrich, Acros Organics, Lachema
and Fluka, and they were used as received.

The 6-benzylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine derivatives (HLn;
see Scheme S1 in the Supporting Information) were synthesized
from 2,6-dichloropurine according to previously reported pro-
cedures for the preparation of the 2,6,9-trisubstituted purine deriv-
atives.[10] The synthetic strategy is given in Scheme 1. The molecules
of HL1–HL6 were characterized by elemental analysis, melting-
point determination and FTIR, Raman and NMR (1H, 13C and
15N) spectroscopy. The results can be found in the Supporting In-
formation. Yields ranged from 76–88%.

Methods: Chemical analysis (C, H, N) was performed with a Flash
EA1112 Elementar Analyzer (ThermoFinnigan). The purities of
the prepared organic compounds HL1–HL7 were determined with
a Beckman HPLC. Melting points were determined with a Büchi
B-540 melting-point apparatus with a temperature gradient of
2 °Cmin–1. The FTIR spectra were obtained with KBr pellets (400–
4000 cm–1) and by using the Nujol technique (150–600 cm–1) with
a Nexus 670 FT–IR device (ThermoNicolet). Raman spectroscopy
was performed on the complexes 2, 3, 5 and 6 (1 and 4 burned
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under the laser beam) in the 150–3750 cm–1 region with a FT–Ra-
man Nicolet NXR 9650 spectrometer with a liquid-nitrogen-cooled
NXE Genie germanium detector.
1H, 13C and 195Pt NMR spectra as well as 1H–1H gs-COSY, 1H–
13C gs-HMQC and 1H–13C gs-HMBC ([D7]DMF solutions) data
were collected with a Bruker Avance 300 spectrometer for HLn and
1–6 {[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] is insufficiently soluble in the used solvent}.
1H–15N gs-HMBC experiments were performed on complexes 2–6
(at natural abundance) using the same device. Spectra were cal-
ibrated against SiMe4 (for 1H and 13C) and K2PtCl4 (D2O; for
195Pt, –1628 ppm) and against the residual signals of the solvent
(for 15N, 104.7 ppm). The multiplicities in the proton spectra are
defined as: s = singlet, d = doublet, t = triplet, quint = quintet,
sept = septet, dd = doublet of doublets and m = multiplet.

Synthesis of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2]: The silver(I) salt of cyclobutane-1,1-
dicarboxylic acid (Ag2cbdc) and cis-[PtCl2(dmso)2] were synthe-
sized according to previously reported methods with cyclobutane-
1,1-dicarboxylic acid (cbdca) and PtCl2 used as starting com-
pounds.[17a,19] The prepared cis-[PtCl2(dmso)2] was dissolved in dis-
tilled water and an equimolar amount of Ag2cbdc was added to
the solution.[11] The mixture was stirred in darkness at room tem-
perature for 24 h. The solvent was evaporated and white crystals of
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] formed (Scheme 1). Yield 88%. IR (Nujol): ν̃ =
567 (s, PtO) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 1663 (CO) cm–1. C10H18O6PtS2

(493.46): calcd. C 24.34, H 3.68; found C 24.42, H 3.96. M.p. 200–
202 °C.

Synthesis of [Pt(cbdc)(HLn)2] 1–6: [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)2] (0.2 mmol)
was dissolved in distilled water (15 mL) and the appropriate 6-
benzylamino-2-chloro-9-isopropylpurine derivative (HLn; 0.4 mmol)
suspended in isopropyl alcohol (20 mL) was added (Scheme 1).[11]

The mixture was stirred at 90 °C and a light-grey precipitate
formed in 2 days. The product was removed by filtration, washed
with cold distilled water and dried in the desiccator over silica gel.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL1)2] (1): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 563 (vs, PtO), 541 (vs,
PtN) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3142 (w), 3095 (w), 3053 (w, CHar), 2980
(m), 2933 (w), 2873 (w, CHal), 1679 (m, CO), 1621 (vs, CN), 1583
(s), 1540 (m), 1484 (s, CC), 1171 (m, CCl) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]-
DMF): δ = 9.38 (t, J = 6.4 Hz, 1 H, 6-H), 9.08 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.59
(s, 1 H, 15-H), 7.49 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1 H, 13-H), 7.32 (d, J = 7.7 Hz,
1 H, 12-H), 4.96 (d, J = 6.0 Hz, 2 H, 9-H), 4.87 (sept, J = 6.7 Hz,
1 H, 17-H), 2.86 (m, 2 H, 25-Ha, 27-Ha), 1.80 (m, 1 H, 26-Ha),
1.67 (m, 2 H, 25-Hb, 27-Hb), 1.63 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 6 H, 18-H, 19-
H), 1.48 (m, 1 H, 26-Hb) ppm. 13C NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 177.4
(C-22, C-23), 155.3 (C-6), 153.7 (C-2), 150.1 (C-4), 144.0 (C-8),
141.9 (C-10), 132.3 (C-11), 130.8 (C-14), 130.6 (C-12), 129.7 (C-
13), 128.8 (C-15), 116.5 (C-5), 56.8 (C-24), 49.9 (C-17), 44.3 (C-9),
31.4 (C-25, C-27), 22.1 (C-18, C-19), 15.9 (C-26) ppm. 195Pt NMR:
δ = –1626 ppm. C36H34Br2Cl2F2N10O4Pt (1134.51): calcd. C 38.11,
H 3.02, N 12.35; found C 37.74, H 2.82, N 12.57.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL2)2] (2): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 563 (v, PtO) cm–1. IR (KBr):
ν̃ = 2980 (w, CHal), 1633 (vs, CN), 1586 (m, CC), 1169 (m,
CCl) cm–1. Raman: ν̃ = 3123 (w), 3064 (m, CHar), 2982 (s), 2942
(vs), 2873 (w, CHal), 1587 (s), 1535 (w), 1483 (m, CC), 1164 (m,
CCl), 565 (w, PtO) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 9.44 (t, J =
6.4 Hz, 1 H, 6-H), 9.32 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.68 (d, J = 1.8 Hz, 1 H, 11-
H), 7.58 (dd, J = 8.4, 1.8 Hz, 1 H, 14-H), 7.53 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 1 H,
15-H), 4.96 (d, J = 6.2 Hz, 2 H, 9-H), 4.84 (sept, J = 6.8 Hz, 1 H,
17-H), 2.90 (m, 2 H, 25-Ha, 27-Ha), 1.80 (quint, J = 7.7 Hz, 1 H,
26-Ha), 1.67 (m, 2 H, 25-Hb, 27-Hb), 1.62 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 6 H, 18-
H, 19-H), 1.47 (m, 1 H, 26-Hb) ppm. 13C NMR ([D7]DMF): δ =
177.6 (C-22, C-23), 155.2 (C-6), 153.9 (C-2), 150.3 (C-4), 143.9 (C-
8), 140.9 (C-10), 132.1 (C-12), 131.1 (C-15), 130.6 (C-13), 130.0 (C-
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11), 128.5 (C-14), 116.7 (C-5), 56.8 (C-24), 49.8 (C-17), 44.1 (C-9),
31.4 (C-25, C-27), 22.1 (C-18, C-19), 15.8 (C-26) ppm. 15N NMR
([D7]DMF): δ = 232.7 (N-1), 225.3 (N-3), 185.2 (N-9), 129.3 (N-7),
96.3 (N-6) ppm. 195Pt NMR: δ = –1622 ppm. C36H34Cl6N10O4Pt
(1078.51): calcd. C 40.09, H 3.18, N 12.99; found C 39.89, H 3.11,
N 13.20.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL3)2] (3): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 554 (vs, PtO), 540 (vs,
PtN) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3138 (w), 3092 (w), 3054 (w, CHar), 2978
(m), 2936 (m), 2878 (w, CHal), 1679 (s, CO), 1620 (vs, CN), 1584
(vs), 1524 (m), 1477 (s, CC), 1166 (m, CCl) cm–1. Raman: ν̃ = 3140
(w), 3063 (m, CHar), 2983 (s), 2942 (s), 2870 (w, CHal), 1679 (w,
CO), 1583 (s), 1537 (w), 1484 (m, CC), 1166 (m, CCl), 540 (w,
PtN) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 9.42 (t, J = 6.6 Hz, 1 H, 6-
H), 9.31 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.65 (t, J = 1.7 Hz, 1 H, 11-H), 7.58 (dd, J
= 7.9, 1.3 Hz, 1 H, 15-H), 7.47 (dd, J = 7.9, 2.0 Hz, 1 H, 13-H),
7.28 (t, J = 7.9 Hz, 1 H, 14-H), 4.94 (d, J = 6.4 Hz, 2 H, 9-H), 4.85
(sept, J = 6.8 Hz, 1 H, 17-H), 2.89 (m, 2 H, 25-Ha, 27-Ha), 1.79
(m, 1 H, 26-Ha), 1.69 (m, 2 H, 25-Hb, 27-Hb), 1.62 (d, J = 6.7 Hz,
6 H, 18-H, 19-H), 1.48 (m, 1 H, 26-Hb) ppm. 13C NMR ([D7]-
DMF): δ = 177.5 (C-22, C-23), 155.2 (C-6), 153.9 (C-2), 150.0 (C-
4), 144.3 (C-8), 142.5 (C-10), 131.1 (C-13), 130.9 (C-14), 130.6 (C-
15), 127.2 (C-11), 122.5 (C-12), 116.6 (C-5), 56.8 (C-24), 49.8 (C-
17), 44.6 (C-9), 31.4 (C-25, C-27), 22.1 (C-18, C-19), 15.8 (C-
26) ppm. 195Pt NMR: δ = –1621 ppm. C36H36Br2Cl2N10O4Pt
(1098.53): calcd. C 39.36, H 3.30, N 12.75; found C 39.76, H 3.11,
N 13.04.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL4)2] (4): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 562 (vs, PtO), 540 (vs,
PtN) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3095 (w), 3050 (w, CHar), 2982 (m), 2939
(w), 2883 (w, CHal), 1679 (m, CO), 1621 (vs, CN), 1583 (s), 1536
(w), 1482 (m, CC), 1163 (s, CCl) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]DMF): δ =
9.44 (t, J = 6.4 Hz, 1 H, 6-H), 9.42 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.74 (m, 3 H, 13-
H, C14-H, 15-H), 7.48 (m, 1 H, 12-H), 5.64 (d, J = 6.0 Hz, 2 H,
9-H), 4.88 (sept, J = 7.0 Hz, 1 H, 17-H), 2.90 (m, 2 H, 25-Ha, 27-
Ha), 1.80 (m, 1 H, 26-Ha), 1.66 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 6 H, 18-H, 19-H),
1.61 (m, 2 H, 25-Hb, 27-Hb), 1.43 (m, 1 H, 26-Hb) ppm. 13C NMR
([D7]DMF): δ = 177.7 (C-22, C-23), 155.2 (C-6), 154.1 (C-2), 150.1
(C-4), 143.7 (C-8), 138.1 (C-10), 133.1 (C-14), 128.2 (C-15), 127.7
(C-13), 127.4, 123.8 (C-16), 126.7 (C-12), 116.6 (C-5), 56.9 (C-24),
49.9 (C-17), 41.4 (C-9), 31.5 (C-25, C-27), 22.1 (C-18, C-19), 15.8
(C-26) ppm. 195Pt NMR: δ = –1631 ppm. C38H36Cl2F6N10O4Pt
(1076.73): calcd. C 42.39, H 3.37, N 13.01; found C 42.33, H 3.28,
N 13.19.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL5)2] (5): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 560 (m, PtO), 542 (s,
PtN) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3093 (w), 3050 (w, CHar), 2982 (w), 2941
(w), 2884 (w, CHal), 1680 (m, CO), 1609 (vs, CN), 1583 (s), 1537
(w), 1484 (m, CC), 1166 (s, CCl) cm–1. Raman: ν̃ = 3072 (s, CHar),
2987 (vs), 2946 (vs, CHal), 1609 (w, CN), 1579 (s), 1538 (m), 1480
(m, CC), 1170 (w, CCl) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 9.48 (t, J
= 6.2 Hz, 1 H, 6-H), 9.31 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.88 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1 H,
15-H), 7.84 (s, 1 H, 11-H), 7.65 (d, J = 7.9 Hz, 1 H, 13-H), 7.55 (t,
J = 7.9 Hz, 1 H, 14-H), 5.03 (d, J = 6.2 Hz, 2 H, 9-H), 4.83 (sept,
J = 6.8 Hz, 1 H, 17-H), 2.89 (t, J = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, 25-H, 27-H), 1.78
(quint, J = 8.0 Hz, 2 H, 26-H), 1.61 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 6 H, 18-H, 19-
H) ppm. 13C NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 177.6 (C-22, C-23), 155.1 (C-
6), 154.0 (C-2), 150.0 (C-4), 144.8 (C-8), 141.2 (C-10), 132.3 (C-
15), 130.8, 130.4, 130.0, 129.6 (C-12), 130.1 (C-14), 130.7, 127.1,
123.5, 119.9 (C-16), 125.1, 125.0 (C-11), 124.5, 126.4 (C-13), 116.6
(C-5), 56.8 (C-24), 49.8 (C-17), 44.8 (C-9), 31.4 (C-25, C-27), 22.1
(C-18, C-19), 15.8 (C-26) ppm. 195Pt NMR: δ = –1620 ppm.
C38H36Cl2F6N10O4Pt (1076.73): calcd. C 42.39, H 3.37, N 13.01;
found C 42.01, H 3.34, N 13.26.

[Pt(cbdc)(HL6)2] (6): IR (Nujol): ν̃ = 560 (m, PtO), 545 (m,
PtN) cm–1. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3142 (w), 3097 (w), 3055 (w, CHar), 2983
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(w), 2939 (w), 2883 (w, CHal), 1679 (m, CO), 1618 (vs, CN), 1585
(s), 1530 (w), 1483 (m, CC), 1167 (m, CCl) cm–1. Raman: ν̃ = 3072
(s, CHar), 2984 (s), 2945 (vs), 2876 (w, CHal), 1679 (w, CO), 1618
(m, CN), 1582 (s), 1534 (m), 1483 (m, CC), 1164 (m, CCl), 549 (w,
PtN) cm–1. 1H NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 9.47 (t, J = 6.2 Hz, 1 H, 6-
H), 9.35 (s, 1 H, 8-H), 7.75 (d, J = 8.2 Hz, 2 H, 11-H, 15-H), 7.65
(d, J = 8.2 Hz, 2 H, 12-H, 14-H), 5.02 (d, J = 6.2 Hz, 2 H, 9-H),
4.84 (sept, J = 6.8 Hz, 1 H, 17-H), 2.90 (t, J = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, 25-H,
27-H), 1.80 (quint, J = 8.0 Hz, 2 H, 26-H), 1.62 (d, J = 6.8 Hz, 6
H, 18-H, 19-H) ppm. 13C NMR ([D7]DMF): δ = 177.7 (C-22, C-
23), 155.2 (C-6), 154.0 (C-2), 150.0 (C-4), 144.6 (C-10), 143.8 (C-
8), 130.8, 127.2, 123.6 (C-16), 129.4, 129.0, 128.6, 128.1 (C-13),
128.7 (C-11, C-15), 125.8, 125.8 (C-12, C-14), 116.7 (C-5), 56.8 (C-
24), 49.8 (C-17), 44.6 (C-9), 31.4 (C-25, C-27), 22.1 (C-18, C-19),
15.8 (C-26) ppm. 195Pt NMR: δ = –1621 ppm.
C38H36Cl2F6N10O4Pt (1076.73): calcd. C 42.39, H 3.37, N 13.01;
found C 41.93, H 3.27, N 13.36.

[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O): The complex was prepared
using the same synthetic strategy as in the cases of 1–6, but in a
shorter reaction time. The powder product obtained after 24 h was
removed by filtration. It was found that the product contains a
mixture of [Pt(cbdc)(HL7)2] and [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)] (7a).
Recrystallization of this mixture gave crystals of
[Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O (7a·H2O) suitable for a single-crystal
X-ray analysis.

Single-Crystal X-ray Analysis of [Pt(cbdc)(dmso)(HL7)]·H2O
(7a·H2O): Diffraction data were collected with an XcaliburTM 2
diffractometer (Oxford Diffraction Ltd.) with Mo-Kα radiation
(Monochromator Enhance, Oxford Diffraction Ltd.) and a Sap-
phire2 CCD detector at 100 K. Data collection and reduction were
performed by using CrysAlis software.[20] The same software was
used for data correction of the absorption effect by the empirical
absorption correction using spherical harmonics as implemented in
the SCALE3 ABSPACK scaling algorithm. Both structures were
solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97 software and refined
on F2 using the full-matrix least-squares procedure (SHELXL-
97).[21] Non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. Hydrogen
atoms were located in a difference map and refined with the riding
model [C–H: 0.95 and 0.99 Å, N–H: 0.88 Å and Uiso(H) =
1.2Ueq(CH, CH2, NH) or 1.5Ueq(CH3)]. The molecular and crystal
structures were drawn using DIAMOND,[22] which was also used
to interpret the additional structural parameters. The crystal data
and structure refinement are summarized in Table 2.

CCDC-770266 contains the supplementary crystallographic data
for this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge from The
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/
data_request/cif.

In Vitro Cytotoxic Activity: Testing of the in vitro cytotoxicity was
performed by a calcein acetoxymethyl (AM) assay on the breast
adenocarcinoma (MCF7) and chronic myelogenous leukaemia (K-
562) human cancer cell lines. Cell lines were kept in plastic tissue
culture flasks and grown on Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s cell cul-
ture medium (DMEM) under conditions of 37 °C, 5% CO2 atmo-
sphere and 100% humidity. The suspension (ca.
1.25�105 cellsmL–1) of cancer cells was distributed between 96-
well microtitre plates (Nunc) and preincubated (12 h). Diluted
DMF solutions of the complexes 1–6 (final DMF concentration of
0.6%) were added to the suspensions of the cancer cells in concen-
trations of between 0.2 and 25 µ. After 72 h of incubation, the
cells were incubated for another hour with calcein AM. The fluo-
rescence of the live cells was measured at 485/538 nm (excitation/
emission) with Fluoroskan Ascent (Labsystems). Experiments were
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repeated three times and the IC50 values are given in Table 4 to-
gether with their standard deviations.

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): The structural formulae of the 6-benzylamino-2-
chloro-9-isopropylpurine derivatives (HLn), the results of elemental
analyses, melting-point determinations and FTIR, Raman and
NMR data (1H, 13C and 15N).
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Dual Luminescent Dinuclear Gold(I) Complexes of Terpyridyl-Functionalized
Alkyne Ligands and Their Efficient Sensitization of EuIII and YbIII
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Reaction of (tpyC6H4C�CAu)n {tpyC6H4C�CH = 4�-(4-eth-
ynylphenyl)-2,2�:6�,2��-terpyridine} with diphosphane li-
gands Ph2P(CH2)xPPh2 (x = 2 dppe, 3 dppp, 4 dppb, 5
dpppen, 6 dpph) in CH2Cl2 afforded the corresponding dual
luminescent binuclear gold(I) complexes [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2-
(µ-dppe)] (1), [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppp)] (2), [(tpyC6H4C�
CAu)2(µ-dppb)] (3), [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dpppen)] (4),
[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dpph)] (5). Crystal structural analysis
of complexes 1·2CH2Cl2 and 2·2CH2Cl2 show that the terpyr-
idine moieties are free of coordination in these gold(I)-acet-
ylide-phosphane complexes. Spectrophotometric titration

Introduction

Lanthanide(III) luminescence has attracted intensive re-
search efforts because of its distinct advantages such as high
color purity induced by narrow emission bands, long radia-
tive lifetimes of the excited states in the range of microsec-
onds to milliseconds, large Stokes’ shifts, and relatively im-
movable emission positions.[1–2] Because of these advan-
tages, lanthanide(III) complexes have been extensively ap-
plied to biomedical assays, optical communication, mag-
netic resonance imaging, lasers, and as components of the
emitter layers in multilayer organic light-emitting devices
(OLEDS), etc.[3–5] But direct excitation of the LnIII centers
always leads to inefficient luminescence because of the ex-
tremely weak absorption from Laporte-forbidden f-f transi-
tions of the LnIII ions.[1b] In order to improve the lumines-
cence yields of LnIII ions, one of the most feasible strategies
is to use strong absorbing organic or d-block metallorganic
antenna chromophores as ligands and sensitizers.[2a,6–8]

Ln(β-diketonate)3 moieties represent another efficient and
well-investigated type of LnIII co-ordinating unit. The two
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between complex 1 and [Eu(tta)3] (Htta = 2-thenoyltrifluoro-
acetone) or [Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2] (Hhfac = hexafluoroacetyl-
acetone) gave a 2:1 ratio between Ln(β-diketonate)3 (Ln =
Eu, Yb) units and the complex 1 moiety, indicating the forma-
tion of Au2Ln2 complexes. Both the luminescence titrations
and the luminescence quantum yields of Au2Ln2 (Ln = Eu,
Yb) solutions show that the energy transfer occurs efficiently
from the binuclear gold(I) antennas 1–5 to EuIII and YbIII cen-
ters, and all complexes 1–5 are good energy donors for sensi-
tization of visible and NIR luminescence of EuIII and YbIII

ions.

coordinated water molecules in [Ln(β-diketonate)3(H2O)2]
compounds can be easily replaced by chelating chromo-
phores such as phenanthroline or polypyridine, which re-
sults in highly luminescent ternary complexes.[6–7,8a,9]

With respect to energy-transfer processes and minimi-
zation of nonradiative deactivation in the d-f assembly, it is
very advantageous to use polypyridine-functionalized alk-
ynyl ligands to assemble d-f arrays because they contain
both soft donors in the alkynyl positions and hard donors
in the polypyridine moieties.[6–7,8a] The polypyridine unit
can provide high coordination number and eliminate water
molecules from the first coordination sphere of LnIII cen-
ters effectively because of its good chelating ability. On the
other hand, the good linearity and conjugacy of polypyr-
idine-functionalized alkynyl ligands are favorable to the en-
ergy transfer from the antenna ligand to the LnIII lumines-
cence centers.[6–7,8a] A series of polypyridine-functionalized
alkynyl ligands were utilized for the construction of d-block
chromophores by incorporation with [Ln(β-diketonate)3-
(H2O)2] compounds achieving sensitized lanthanide lumi-
nescence in our previous work.[2a,6–7]

Other important effects in achieving efficient energy
transfer from the antennas to LnIII (Ln = Eu, Yb) centers
include the energy match between the triplet state and the
5D0 energy level of the EuIII ions,[9b,10] and the overlap de-
gree between the emission bands of the antennas and the
absorption spectra of YbIII.[6] So whether the triplet states
of the antennas can be determined easily, especially at room
temperature, becomes very important to avoid a blind at-
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tempt. The organometallic AuI phosphane acetylides have
exhibited easily observed phosphorescence emission proper-
ties due to the heavy atom effect of the AuI ions or auro-
philic interactions,[7d,11–14] so that their triplet states can be
easily concluded. In addition, their long phosphorescence
lifetimes favor energy transfer.[6,7,11d,12b,14b] It has been re-
ported that the AuI acetylide phosphane chromophores are
favorable antenna chromophores for sensitization of lantha-
nide luminescence when using 5-ethynyl-2,2�-bipyridine as
a bridging ligand in the Au4Ln4 or Au2Ln2 complexes, but
the reported quantum yields of EuIII complexes are rela-
tively low (0.010–0.012),[7d] and the triplet states of the an-
tennas in dichloromethane solutions could not be observed
at room temperature. In order to obtain an intensely phos-
phorescent system at room temperature, and understand
further how to better match the triplet states of gold(I) an-
tennas and the emitting levels of LnIII and figure out which
LnIII ions may be sensitized efficiently, the conjugated de-
gree of the alkyne system should be more extended because
most phosphorescent systems at room temperature have a
large conjugated degree apart from the heavy
atom.[6,7d,11,14b] On the basis of this consideration, the ter-
pyridyl-functionalized alkyne ligand 4�-(4-ethynylphenyl)-
2,2�:6�,2��-terpyridine (tpyC6H4C�CH) is a judicious
choice, and a series of its intense room temperature phos-
phorescent PtII complexes have been synthesized and used
as efficient sensitized chromophores in our previous work.[6]

For this work a series of binuclear gold(I)-alkynyl-phos-
phane complexes were prepared by depolymerization of
polymeric (tpyC6H4C�CAu)n with diphosphane ligands
Ph2P(CH2)xPPh2 (x = 2 dppe, 3 dppp, 4 dppb, 5 dpppen, 6
dpph) in CH2Cl2. The luminescence titrations and lumines-
cence quantum yields of Au2Ln2 (Ln = Eu, Yb) solutions
demonstrate that all complexes 1–5 are good energy donors
for sensitization of visible and NIR luminescence of EuIII

and YbIII ions.

Results and Discussion

Syntheses of Gold(I) Complexes and Characterization

The dinuclear gold(I)-phosphane-acetylide complexes
were prepared by general methods established previously[7d]

through the reaction of diphosphane ligands with the corre-
sponding gold(I) coordination polymer (tpyC6H4C�CAu)n

(Scheme 1) and purified by chromatography on short silica-
gel columns using dichloromethane/methanol (100:2) as
eluent. Recrystallization was carried out through slow dif-
fusion of n-hexane into the corresponding concentrated
dichloromethane solutions, from which pale yellow crystals
of complexes 1·2CH2Cl2, and 2·2CH2Cl2 suitable for X-ray
diffraction were obtained. In the IR spectra, all the dinu-
clear gold(I)-phosphane-acetylide complexes 1–5 exhibit
νC�C modes at about 2110 cm–1, which falls into the normal
range of terminally σ-coordinated alkynyl ligands.[6,7]

Lower frequency for the νC�C bands is not observed, indi-
cating no π-coordination mode of the C�C bond ex-
ists.[6,7,15–17]

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3449–34573450

Scheme 1. Synthetic routes to complexes 1–5.

Crystallographic Studies

The crystal structures of 1·2CH2Cl2 and 2·2CH2Cl2 were
determined by single-crystal X-ray diffraction. Selected
bond lengths and angles are presented in Table 1. The mo-
lecular structures of 1·2CH2Cl2 and 2·2CH2Cl2 are shown
in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. Complexes 1·2CH2Cl2 and
2·2CH2Cl2 crystallize in the triclinic system with space
group P1̄ and monoclinic system with space group C2/c,
respectively. Complex 1·2CH2Cl2 adopts a trans conforma-
tion. Complex 2·2CH2Cl2 adopts a gauche conformation
with a P1–C71–C72–C71A torsion angle of 175(2)°. The
AuI centers in the two complexes adopt quasilinear coordi-
nation geometries as reported in many gold(I)-acetylide-
phosphane complexes,[11–14,17–19] and the C–Au–P angles
are in the range of 177.2(4)–178.5(2)°, deviating slightly
from 180°. The bond lengths of Au–P [2.271(2)–2.282(4) Å]
and Au–C [1.971(12)–2.027(6) Å] are in good agreement
with the lengths in analogous Au-acetylide sys-
tems.[11–14,17–20] The C�C distances [1.162(10)–1.224(15) Å]
are comparable to those in the similar dinuclear gold(I)-
arylacetylide-phosphane complexes.[20] The intramolecular
Au···Au distances are 7.078 Å in 1·2CH2Cl2 and 5.294 Å in
2·2CH2Cl2, while the closest intermolecular Au···Au dis-
tances are 8.840 Å in 1·2CH2Cl2 and 6.556 Å in 2·2CH2Cl2.

Table 1. Selected bond lengths [Å] and angles [°] for 1·2CH2Cl2 and
2·2CH2Cl2.

1·2CH2Cl2 2·2CH2Cl2

Au–P1 2.271(2) Au1–P1 2.282(4)
Au–C23 2.027(6) Au1–C1 1.971(12)
C22–C23 1.162(10) C1–C2 1.224(15)
C23–Au–P1 178.5(2) C1–Au1–P1 177.2(4)
C22–C23–Au 175.5(8) C2–C1–Au1 173.8(11)
C19–C22–C23 178.7(8) C3–C2–C1 179.4(14)
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Figure 1. ORTEP drawing of 1·2CH2Cl2 with atom labeling scheme showing 30% thermal ellipsoids. Phenyl rings of dppe, CH2Cl2
molecules, and hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity (symmetry code for A: –x – 2, –y – 1, –z – 1).

Figure 2. ORTEP drawing of 2·2CH2Cl2 with atom labeling scheme showing 30% thermal ellipsoids. Phenyl rings of dppp, CH2Cl2
molecules, and hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity (symmetry code for A: –x + 1, y, 0.5 – z).

These Au···Au distances are much longer than 3.6 Å,[11d]

indicating no intramolecular or intermolecular Au···Au in-
teraction in these complexes.

C–H···Au Interaction

Weak X–H···M hydrogen bonds have received much at-
tention in recent years, and they could be structurally sig-
nificant in constructing supramolecular architectures, espe-
cially when no other classical hydrogen bonds and M···M
interactions exist in a structure.[14b,19b–19d] As the metal cen-
ters act as Lewis bases, the electron-rich metals such as late
transition metals in low oxidation states are favored. The
X–H···M interactions with angles less than 130° have gen-
erally been excluded.[15,21] In the crystal structure of
1·2CH2Cl2, as shown in Figure 3, the molecules of 1 are
linked through C14–H14A···Au (–x – 3, –y – 1, –z) (dH···Au

= 3.067 Å, �C–H···Au = 154.7°) and C27–H27A···Au (x,
y + 1, z) (dH···Au = 3.163 Å, �C–H···Au = 159.5°) interac-
tions to produce 2-D layers, and the 2-D layers are rein-
forced through π···π stacking interactions occurring be-
tween two exactly parallel pyridine rings consisting of six
atoms (N2, C6–C10) and its symmetric ring at the –x – 3,
–y – 2, –z position [intercentroid distance 3.694(4) Å, per-
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pendicular distance 3.486(3) Å, offset 1.222(3) Å]. Similar
weak interaction has been observed in the crystal structure
of [tpyC6H4C�CAuPPh3].[14b] The 2-D layers further inter-
act with each other forming 3-D frameworks through C25–
H25A···Cl1 (–x – 2, –y, –z – 1) weak hydrogen bonds [dH···Cl

= 2.820 Å, dC25···Cl = 3.658 Å, �C25–H25A···Cl1 (–x – 2, –
y, – z – 1) = 151°] and Cl2···Cl2 (–x – 3, –y – 1, –z, 3.129 Å)
weak interactions (see Figure 4).[22] No obvious weak inter-
action was observed for 2·2CH2Cl2.

Figure 3. The 2-D layer of 1·2CH2Cl2 induced by C–H···Au and
π···π interactions. CH2Cl2 molecules and hydrogen atoms are omit-
ted for clarity except H14A, H27A and their symmetrical atoms.
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Figure 4. The 3-D framework of 1·2CH2Cl2. Phenyl rings of dppe
and most hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity.

Photophysical Properties

Absorption Spectra

UV/Vis absorption data for 1–5 in dichloromethane solu-
tion at 298 K are summarized in Table 2. The correspond-
ing electronic absorption spectra are depicted in Figure 5.
Though the spacers between two P donors in the diphos-
phane ligands change, the absorption spectra of complexes
1–5 are similar throughout the series, and they all display
two distinct and intense absorption bands with one maxima
at ca. 232 nm, and the other at ca. 315 nm with a shoulder
absorption at ca. 303 nm. By comparison with the corre-
sponding absorptions of the complexes [Pt{Ph2P(CH2)n-
PPh2}(C�CC6H4tpy)2] (n = 1, 2, and 3) in our previous
work and the analogous [tpyC6H4C�CAuPPh3] and
[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppd)] {dppd = 1,10-bis(diphenyl-
phosphanyl)decane} complexes reported by the Vicente
group,[6,14b] the former higher energy bands arise primarily
from diphosphane-centered transitions, and the latter lower
energy bands are mainly due to intraligand (IL) π�π* tran-
sitions of the C�CC6H4tpy units, mixed probably with

Table 2. UV/Vis absorption data of 1–5 in dichloromethane solu-
tion at 298 K.

Compound λ [nm] (ε [–1 cm–1])

1 232 (103500), 301 (90230), 315 (96660)
2 232 (99500), 303 (85910), 315 (90340)
3 232 (113000), 303 (93080), 316 (96310)
4 232 (94400), 303 (79720), 314 (82880)
5 232 (104500), 302 (89550), 314 (93580)

Figure 5. UV/Vis absorption spectra of 1–5 in dichloromethane
solutions at 298 K.

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3449–34573452

some Au orbital character. The low-energy absorption
bands in complexes 1–5 display vibrational character with
the vibronic spacings around 1257 cm–1, corresponding to
vibrational stretching frequencies of the pyridyl in
C�CC6H4tpy units.[6] In addition, complexes 1–5 exhibit
large molar absorption coefficients (ε = 7.972 �104 to
1.130� 105), which reveals their strong light-absorbing abil-
ity.[6,7d]

Luminescence

The luminescence data, including emission wavelengths,
lifetimes, and quantum yields of 1–5, are presented in
Table 3. The emission spectra of 1–5 in the solid state and
in dichloromethane solution at 298 K are shown in Fig-
ures 6 and 7, respectively. All the dinuclear gold(I) com-
plexes 1–5 exhibit dual emission bands both in the solid
state and in dichloromethane solution at 298 K. Most low-
energy bands for complexes 1–5 in the solid state and in the
dichloromethane solution display vibronic character with
spacings in the range of 1225–1339 cm–1 which is typical of
the νC–�C and νC–�N aromatic vibrational modes in the alkynyl
ligands.[6,14b] As no obvious π···π stacking and Au···Au in-
teractions are observed in the crystal structure of complex
2 and the emission bands of complexes 1–5 are similar, the
low energy emissions may arise from intraligand character.
Compared with the emission spectrum of tpyC6H4C�CH,
together with consideration of the smaller Stokes’ shifts,[6]

the high-energy emissions of binuclear gold(I) complexes 1–
5 arise most probably from the 1(π�π*) excited state of the
alkynyl ligand. With reference to the larger Stokes’ shifts,[23]

the vibrational spacings of typical νC–�C and νC–�N aromatic
vibrational modes, and the emission properties of the re-
ported gold(I)-alkynyl-phosphane complexes, especially
those of [tpyC6H4C�CAuPPh3] and [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-
dppd)],[7d,11,14b] the low-energy emission bands at ca. 490–
540 nm of complexes 1–5 are tentatively assigned to the
3(π�π*) excited state of the acetylide ligand, mixed proba-
bly with some Au orbital character. In order to obtain
deeper insight into the emissive properties, the radiation
lifetime of the intense low-energy emission band at ca.
502 nm of complex 4 in dichloromethane solution was de-
termined, and the long lifetime of 13.6 µs further proves the
triplet parentage of the low-energy band.[6] It is worth not-
ing that the lower energy emission band at ca. 502 nm of
complex 4 in dichloromethane solution is more obvious,
and it is red-shifted 7–11 nm relative to those of complexes
1, 2, 3, and 5, indicating that a stronger interaction between
AuI and the tpyC6H4C�C unit may exist in complex 4, in-
ducing stronger spin-orbital coupling and the increasing
conjugated degree of the alkyne system. This can also be
observed from the comparison between complex 1 and 2. In
complex 1, the AuI–C distance is 2.027(6) Å, a little longer
(0.056 Å) than that of 1.971(12) Å in complex 2, which indi-
cates stronger interaction between AuI and the
tpyC6H4C�C unit in complex 2, and the phosphorescence
emission of complex 2 in dichloromethane solution is more
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obvious than that of complex 1, and also a little red-shifted
relative to that of complex 1. In addition, the lower energy
emission band at ca. 502 nm with a shoulder at 536 nm of
complex 4 is close to that of 503 nm with a shoulder at
533 nm in [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppd)], which is assigned
to the intraligand 3(π�π*) excited state of the acetylide li-
gand.[14b]

Table 3. Luminescence data of 1–5.

Compound λem [nm] λem [nm] (τem [µs]) Φem
[a]

(solid) (CH2Cl2)

1 393 sh, 418 374 0.1089[a]

505 sh, 540 492 (w)
2 394, 416 sh 377, 400 0.0745[a]

505, 540 sh 495 (w), 530 sh
3 395, 420 sh 375 0.1419[a]

510, 544 sh 494, 529sh
4 420 375 0.1331[a]

506, 540 sh 502 (13.6), 536 sh
5 398, 420 sh 373 0.1340[a]

511, 541 sh 491, 525

[a] The quantum yields in degassed CH2Cl2 are determined relative
to that of [Ru(bpy)3](PF6)2 (Φ = 0.062) in degassed CH3CN.[24]

Figure 6. Emission spectra of 1–5 in the solid state at room tem-
perature.

Figure 7. Emission spectra of 1–5 in fluid dichloromethane solution
at room temperature.

Spectrophotometric Titration

Absorption Spectra Titration

The structural determination indicates the terpyridine
units are free of coordination in complexes 1·2CH2Cl2 and
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2·2CH2Cl2. These gold(I)-alkynyl-phosphane complexes
can therefore be used as building blocks to react, through
the polypyridine chelation, with LnIII ions to form a
Au2Ln2 array as reported in our previous work.[6] We have
tried our best to synthesize the Au2Ln2 complexes, but no
crystal suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction was ob-
tained. So in order to explore how the UV/Vis absorption
bands change when the dinuclear gold(I) complexes are co-
ordinated to LnIII ions, titrations were carried out by add-
ing Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2 to the dichloromethane solution of
complex 1. It must be mentioned that because significant
dissociation often occurs in very diluted solutions,[8f] the
original total concentrations of Au2 units were kept at ca.
1.0� 10–5 mol L–1 and those of [Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2] at ca.
2.0�10–5 molL–1. Figure 8 (a) shows that the absorbance
increases little by little, following the gradual addition of
the dichloromethane solution of Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2 to that
of 1, and a graph of absorbance at 360 nm gives a smooth
curve that fits well to a 2:1 binding ratio of Gd/Au2 (Fig-
ure 8, b), which is similar to those of [{Pt(PPh2(CH2)n-
PPh2)(C�CC6H4tpy)2}{Ln(hfac)3}2] (n = 1, dppm; n = 2,
dppe; n = 3, dppp; Ln = Eu, Nd, Yb) complexes in the
previous work.[6]

Figure 8. a: Changes in the UV/Vis absorption spectra by titration
of 1 with Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2 in dichloromethane. b: Changes of ab-
sorbance at 360 nm vs. the ratio of Gd to Au2 moiety by titration
of 1 with Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2 in dichloromethane.

Luminescence Titration

For LnIII complexes, both the singlet and triplet states of
the ligand may transfer energy onto the LnIII ions, but be-
cause of the short-lived character of the singlet state, energy
transfer from it is often inefficient. So whether the energy
gaps between the lowest triplets of the “metal complexes
ligands” and LnIII emitting levels are suitable for achieving
sensitized luminescence of LnIII is of primary importance.
Though the triplet states of complexes 1–5 can not replace
the triplet states of their corresponding GdIII complexes,
the easily determined triplet states of complexes 1–5 and
their good luminescent properties at room temperature still
make possible in a first step the following evaluations: (1)
Whether complexes 1–5 can be used as sensitized chromo-
phores for LnIII luminescence; (2) which LnIII ions may be
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more efficiently sensitized. For example, all the triplet states
of complexes 1–5 in dichloromethane solution in the range
of 18904–20367 cm–1 are lower than the emitting 5D4 tran-
sition of TbIII (20400 cm–1) and are therefore not expected
to sensitize TbIII emission, but they all exceed to a sufficient
extent the 5D0 level at 17241 cm–1 (580 nm) of the corre-
sponding EuIII complexes (see Table 4), so it is possible to
use complexes 1–5 as antenna chromophores to achieve the
sensitized luminescence of EuIII centers. In order to obtain
more accurate data of the triplet states of the expected
Au2Ln2 complexes, the luminescence of the Au2Gd2 dichlo-
romethane solutions, which were prepared from complexes
1–5 and [Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2] according to the corresponding
1:2 ratio, were determined without O2. The lowest energy
emitting state of GdIII, at 32150 cm–1, is too high to be ex-
cited by the antenna AuI-alkynyl chromophores used in this
study. Consequently, the emission spectra of the GdIII com-
plexes show exclusively AuI-alkynyl-centered emission. The
corresponding data are summarized in Table 4. Only the
triplet states of 4-Gd2 can be observed at room temperature.
The emission spectrum of 4-Gd2 in dichloromethane solu-
tion is depicted in Figure 9. The energy gap between the
triplet state of 4-Gd2 at about 19342 cm–1 (517 nm) and the
5D0 energy level of EuIII is 2101 cm–1, which is suitable for
efficient energy transfer to EuIII ions and prevention of pos-
sible energy back transfer.[25] Since complexes 1–5 are ho-
mologous, they are expected to behave as good energy do-
nors to transfer energy to EuIII centers effectively. In order
to observe how the EuIII-centered emission intensity
changes when complexes 1–5 are coordinated to Eu(tta)3,
emission titrations were carried out in the aerated dichloro-
methane solutions. Upon excitation at 300–380 nm, the
EuIII-centered emission was enhanced greatly during the ti-
tration of [Eu(tta)3(H2O)2] by adding different amounts of
complex 1, following the different Au2/Eu ratios 0, 0.05,
0.10, 0.15, 0.20, 0.30, 0.40, and 0.50 (Figure 10). At a Au2/
Eu ratio higher than 0.50, the EuIII-centered emission inten-
sity decreased. The intensity of the EuIII-centered emission
at a Au2/Eu ratio of 0.50 was 2.74-times that of [Eu(tta)3-
(H2O)2]. This large enhancement confirms the energy trans-
fer from the [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppe)] unit to the EuIII

center effectively.
The maximum excitation wavelength of EuIII-centered

emission increased following the addition of [Eu(tta)3-
(H2O)2] to the dichloromethane solution of complex 1,
however it did not increase again when the Eu/Au2 ratio
was ca. 2.0 (Figure S1), confirming the 1:2 binding ratio
between complex 1 and Eu(tta)3. The EuIII-centered emis-
sion quantum yields of 1-Eu2 to 5-Eu2 in dichloromethane
solutions fall in the range 0.0400–0.0472, which is similar
to those (0.0373–0.0445) of mononuclear PtII-phosphane-
alkynyl-EuIII complexes of the same alkyne ligand
tpyC6H4C�CH,[6] further confirming that the efficient en-
ergy transfer occurred from the [(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-
Ph2P(CH2)xPPh2)] (x = 2–6) series of units to the EuIII cen-
ters. The luminescence data, including emission wave-
lengths, lifetimes, and quantum yields of 1-Ln2 to 5-Ln2,
are presented in Table 4. All the EuIII solutions exhibit

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3449–34573454

Table 4. Luminescence data of 1-Ln2 to 5-Ln2 solutions at 298 K.

Solution λem [nm] (τem [µs]) (CH2Cl2) Φem
[a,b]

1-Eu2 618 (600.7) 0.0446[a]

2-Eu2 618 (612.1) 0.0407[a]

3-Eu2 618 (610.6) 0.0440[a]

4-Eu2 618 (606.9) 0.0405[a]

4-Gd2 398, 420 sh
511, 541 sh

5-Eu2 618 (606.5) 0.0400[a]

1-Yb2 980 (15.8) 0.0079[b]

2-Yb2 980 (15.7) 0.0079[b]

3-Yb2 980 (15.8) 0.0079[b]

4-Yb2 980 (15.4) 0.0077[b]

5-Yb2 980 (15.9) 0.0080[b]

[a] The quantum yields in degassed CH2Cl2 were determined rela-
tive to that of [Ru(bpy)3](PF6)2 (Φ = 0.062) in degassed CH3CN.[24]

[b] The quantum yields of YbIII complexes in dichloromethane
solution at 298 K were estimated by the equation Φ = τobs/τ0, in
which τobs is the observed emission lifetime and τ0 is the radiative
or “natural” lifetime of 2 ms. All the solutions containing Eu, Gd,
and Yb were prepared from complexes 1 and [Eu(tta)3(H2O)2],
[Gd(hfac)3(H2O)2], and [Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2] according to the corre-
sponding ratio 1:2.

Figure 9. The emission spectrum of 4-Gd2 in dichloromethane
solution at 298 K.

Figure 10. Changes in EuIII-centered emission intensity upon ti-
tration of Eu(tta)3(H2O)2 with complex 1 in dichloromethane upon
excitation with 300 nm.

characteristic emission bands of EuIII ions at about 580,
596, 618, 652, and 695 nm for 1-Eu2 to 5-Eu2 solutions (pre-
pared from [Eu(tta)3(H2O)2] and complexes 1–5 according
to a 2:1 ratio) corresponding to the transitions 5D0�7F0,
7F1, 7F2, 7F3, 7F4, respectively, with the dominant band at
618 nm (Figure S2).
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Upon titration of [Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2] with complex 1 in
dichloromethane solution, a dramatic enhancement of YbIII

emission was observed with the Au2/Yb ratios changing
from 0, 0.10, 0.20, 0.30, 0.40 to 0.50 (Figure 11), which indi-
cates that efficient energy transfer occurs from the Au2-alk-
ynyl unit to YbIII centers. The intensity of YbIII-centered
emission at ca. 980 nm with the Au2/Yb ratio at 0.50 was
3.37-times that of [Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2]. All the Au2Yb2 solu-
tions (prepared from [Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2] and complexes 1–5
according to a 2:1 ratio) exhibit the characteristic emission
bands of YbIII corresponding to the 2F5/2�2F7/2 transition
at ca. 980 nm. The intrinsic quantum yields of YbIII emis-
sion may be estimated by Φ = τobs/τ0, where τobs is the ob-
served emission lifetime and τ0 is the “natural lifetime”.[6]

The Au2Yb2 solutions show emission lifetimes from 14.6–
15.9 µs and intrinsic quantum yields from 0.0073–0.0080
(see Table 4), which are comparable to those (0.0073–
0.0080) of PtII-phosphane-alkynyl-YbIII complexes of the
same alkyne ligand tpyC6H4C�CH in our previous work.[6]

Figure 11. Changes of the YbIII-centered emission intensity upon
titration of Yb(hfac)3(H2O)2 with complex 1 in dichloromethane
upon excitation with 330 nm.

Conclusions

In conclusion, a series of dual luminescent binuclear
gold(I) complexes of terpyridyl-functionalized alkyne li-
gands have been synthesized. Spectrophotometric titration
and the quantum yields of LnIII demonstrate that they can
behave as good energy donors for sensitization of EuIII and
YbIII emission, and as efficient chromophores, they are
comparable to those of PtII complexes.[6]

Experimental Section
Materials and Reagents: The reagents 1,2-bis(diphenylphosphanyl)-
ethane (dppe), 1,3-bis(diphenylphosphanyl)propane (dppp), 1,4-
bis(diphenylphosphanyl)butane (dppb), 1,5-bis(diphenylphos-
phanyl)pentane (dpppen), 1,6-bis(diphenylphosphanyl)hexane
(dpph), tetrahydrothiophene (tht), and H3[AuCl4] were commer-
cially available without further purification. 4�-[4-{2-(trimethyl-
silyl)-1-ethynyl}phenyl]-2,2�:6�,2��-terpyridine (tpyC6H4C�CTMS),
(tpyC6H4C�CAu)n, [Eu(tta)3(H2O)2], and [Ln(hfac)3(H2O)2] (Ln =
Gd, Yb) were prepared by the published methods.[26,7d,27] All sol-
vents were purified and distilled using standard procedures before
use except those for spectroscopic measurements which were of
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spectroscopic grade. All other reagents were of analytical grade and
were used as received.

Preparation of Complexes: All reactions were carried out under dry
argon using Schlenk techniques at room temperature and a
vacuum-line system unless specified.

[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppe)] (1): Dppe (20.3 mg, 98%, 0.050
mmol) was added to a dichloromethane (15 mL) solution of
(tpyC6H4C�CAu)n (52.9 mg, 0.10 mmol) with stirring at room
temperature for 30 min. The solution was concentrated and the
product was purified by chromatography on a short silica-gel col-
umn using dichloromethane/methanol (100:2) as eluent. Addition
of n-hexane to the concentrated solution gave the product as a pale
yellow powder (yield 45 mg, 62%). Pale yellow crystals were ob-
tained by layering n-hexane onto the concentrated dichloromethane
solution in the absence of light. C72H52Au2N6P2·CH2Cl2 (1542.06):
calcd. C 56.87, H 3.53, N 5.45; found C 56.57, H 3.59, N 5.36.
ESI-MS: m/z (%) = 1457.4 [M + H]+, 1124.7 [M – tpyC6H4C�
C]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3): δ = 8.75–8.72 (m, 8 H, tpyC6H4C�C),
8.67 (d, 3JHH = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, H3�), 7.90–7.85 (m, 8 H,
tpyC6H4C�C), 7.72–7.66 (m, 12 H, tpyC6H4C�C and PPh2), 7.53–
7.51 (m, 12 H, PPh2), 7.35 (m, 4 H, H5�), 2.70 (s, 4 H, CH2) ppm.
IR spectrum (KBr): ν̃ = 2110 [m (C�C)] cm–1.

[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppp)] (2): This compound was prepared by
the same synthetic procedure as that of 1 except for using dppp
instead of dppe. Color: pale yellow, yield: 43 mg, 59%. Pale yellow
crystals were obtained by layering n-hexane onto the concentrated
dichloromethane solution in the absence of light. C73H54Au2N6P2

(1471.15): calcd. C 59.58, H 3.70, N 5.71; found C 59.63, H 3.77,
N 5.69. ESI-MS: m/z (%) = 1471.3 [M + H]+, 1138.2 [M –
C6H4C�C]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3): δ = 8.74–8.72 (m, 8 H, H3 and
H6�), 8.67 (d, 3JHH = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, H3�), 7.87 (td, 3JHH = 8.0, 4JHH

= 2.0 Hz, 4 H, H4�), 7.84 (d, J = 7.2 Hz, 4 H, tpyC6H4C�C), 7.77–
7.72 (m, 8 H, tpyC6H4C�C and PPh2), 7.65–7.63 (m, 4 H, PPh2),
7.49–7.44 (m, 12 H, PPh2), 7.34 (m, 4 H, H5�), 2.87 (m, J = 4.5 Hz,
4 H, PCH2), 1.99 (m, 2 H, PCH2CH2) ppm. IR spectrum (KBr): ν̃
= 2110 [m (C�C)] cm–1.

[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dppb)] (3): This compound was prepared by
the same synthetic procedure as that of 1 except for using dppb
instead of dppe. Color: pale yellow, yield: 45 mg, 61%.
C74H56Au2N6P2 (1485.18): calcd. C 59.82, H 3.80, N 5.66; found
C 59.52, H 3.85, N 5.60. ESI-MS: m/z (%) = 1152.1 [M –
tpyC6H4C�C]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3): δ = 8.74–8.72 (m, 8 H, H3 and
H6�), 8.67 (d, 3JHH = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, H3�), 7.87 (td, 3JHH = 7.6, 4JHH

= 2.0 Hz, 4 H, H4�), 7.84 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, tpyC6H4C�C), 7.71–
7.63 (m, 12 H, tpyC6H4C�C and PPh2), 7.50–7.49 (m, 12 H, PPh2),
7.35 (ddd, 3JHH = 8.0 and 4.8, 4JHH = 1.2 Hz, 4 H, H5�), 2.44 (m,
4 H, PCH2), 1.83 (m, 4 H, PCH2CH2) ppm. IR spectrum (KBr): ν̃
= 2110 [m (C�C)] cm–1.

[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dpppen)] (4): This compound was prepared
by the same synthetic procedure as that of 1 except for using
dpppen instead of dppe. Color: pale yellow, yield: 48 mg, 64 %.
C75H58Au2N6P2 (1499.21): calcd. C 60.07, H 3.90, N 5.61; found
C 59.86, H 3.96, N 5.65. ESI-MS: m/z (%) = 1166.5 [M –
tpyC6H4C�C]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3): δ = 8.73–8.72 (m, 8 H, H3 and
H6�), 8.66 (d, 3JHH = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, H3�), 7.87 (td, 3JHH = 7.6, 4JHH

= 2.0 Hz, 4 H, H4�), 7.85 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, tpyC6H4C�C), 7.74–
7.64 (m, 12 H, tpyC6H4C�C and PPh2), 7.49–7.46 (m, 12 H, PPh2),
7.35 (ddd, 3JHH = 7.6 and 4.8, 4JHH = 1.2 Hz, 4 H, H5�), 2.41 (m,
J = 6.0 Hz, 4 H, PCH2), 1.69 [s, 6 H, PCH2(CH2)3] ppm. IR spec-
trum (KBr): ν̃ = 2109 [m (C�C)] cm–1.

[(tpyC6H4C�CAu)2(µ-dpph)] (5): This compound was prepared by
the same synthetic procedure as that of 1 except for using dpph
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instead of dppe. Color: pale yellow, yield: 76 mg, 90%.
C76H60Au2N6P2 (1513.23): calcd. C 60.30, H 4.00, N 5.56; found
C 60.01, H 4.03, N 5.47. ESI-MS: m/z (%) = 1180.9 [M –
tpyC6H4C�C]+. 1H NMR (CDCl3): δ = 8.73–8.72 (m, 8 H, H3 and
H6�), 8.66 (d, 3JHH = 8.0 Hz, 4 H, H3�), 7.87 (td, 3JHH = 7.8, 4JHH

= 2.0 Hz, 4 H, H4�), 7.83 (d, J = 8.4 Hz, 4 H, tpyC6H4C�C),7.72–
7.63 (m, 12 H, tpyC6H4C�C and PPh2), 7.49–7.46 (m, 12 H, PPh2),
7.35 (ddd, 3JHH = 7.6 and 4.8, 4JHH = 1.2 Hz, 4 H, H5�), 2.43 (m,
J = 7.5 Hz, 4 H, PCH2), 1.60 (s, 4 H, PCH2CH2) ppm. 1.48 (m, 4
H, PCH2CH2CH2). IR spectrum (KBr): ν̃ = 2111 [m (C�C)] cm–1.

Crystal Structure Determination: Crystals suitable for X-ray diffrac-
tion studies of 1·2CH2Cl2, and 2·2CH2Cl2 were obtained by layer-
ing n-hexane onto the corresponding dichloromethane solution in
the absence of light. Single crystals were sealed in capillaries with
mother liquors. 1·2CH2Cl2 and 2·2CH2Cl2 were measured with a
RIGAKU MERCURY CCD and RIGAKU SCXmini dif-
fractometer, respectively, using the ω-scan technique at room tem-
perature with graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation (λ =
0.71073 Å). The CrystalClear software package[28–29] and Bruker
SAINT[30] were used for data reduction and empirical absorption
correction, respectively. The structures were solved by direct meth-
ods. The heavy atoms were located from the E-map, and the rest
of the non-hydrogen atoms were found in subsequent Fourier maps.
The non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically, whereas the
hydrogen atoms were generated geometrically with isotropic ther-
mal parameters. The structures were refined on F2 by full-matrix
least-squares methods using the SHELXTL-97 program pack-
age.[31] The crystallographic data of 1·2CH2Cl2 and 2·2CH2Cl2 are
summarized in Table 1.

CCDC-770767 (for 1·2CH2Cl2) and CCDC-770768 (for 2·CH2Cl2)
contain the supplementary crystallographic data for this paper.
These data can be obtained free of charge from The Cambridge
Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_
request/cif.

Physical Measurements: 1H NMR spectra were measured with a
Bruker Avance III (400 MHz) spectrometer with SiMe4 as the in-
ternal reference. Infrared (IR) spectra were obtained from KBr pel-
lets using a Bruker Optics TENSOR 27 FT-IR spectrophotometer.
UV/Vis absorption spectra were recorded with a Purkinje General
TU-1901 UV/Vis spectrophotometer. Elemental analyses (C, H, N)
were carried out with a Perkin–Elmer model 240C elemental ana-
lyzer. Electrospray mass spectra (ES-MS) were performed with a
Finnigan LCQ mass spectrometer using a dichloromethane/meth-
anol mixture as the mobile phase. Steady-state excitation and emis-
sion spectra in the UV/Vis region were recorded with a Perkin–
Elmer LS55 luminescence spectrometer with a red-sensitive photo-
multiplier type R928 or an Edinburgh F900 fluorescence spectrom-
eter. The steady-state near-infrared (NIR) emission spectra were
measured with an Edinburgh FLS920 fluorescence spectrometer
equipped with a Hamamatsu R5509–72 supercooled photomulti-
plier tube at 193 K and a TM300 emission monochromator with
NIR grating blazed at 1000 nm. The NIR emission spectra were
corrected via a calibration curve supplied with the instrument.
Emission lifetimes were determined with an Edinburgh Analytical
Instrument (F900 fluorescence spectrometer) and the resulting
emission was detected by a thermoelectrically cooled Hamamatsu
R3809 photomultiplier tube. The emission quantum yields (Φ) in
the UV/Vis region in degassed dichloromethane solutions at room
temperature were calculated by Φs = Φr(Br/Bs)(ns/nr)2(Ds/Dr) using
[Ru(bpy)3](PF6)2 in acetonitrile as the standard (Φem = 0.062),
where the subscripts r and s denote reference standard and the
sample solution, respectively; and n, D and Φ are the refractive
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index of the solvents, the integrated intensity and the luminescence
quantum yield, respectively.[24,32] The quantity B in the equation
Φs = Φr(Br/Bs)(ns/nr)2(Ds/Dr) is calculated by B = 1–10–AL, where
A is the absorbance at the excitation wavelength and L is the optical
path length. All the solutions used for determination of emission
lifetimes and quantum yields were prepared after rigorous removal
of oxygen by three successive freeze–pump–thaw cycles under vac-
uum in a 10-cm3 round-bottomed flask equipped with a side arm
1-cm fluorescence cuvette and sealed from the atmosphere by a
quick-release Teflon® stopper.[6b]

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): Changes of the excitation spectra and the maximum
excitation wavelength with the emission at 618 nm upon titration
of complex 1 with [Eu(tta)3(H2O)2] in dichloromethane following
different Eu/Au2 ratios (Figure S1), and EuIII-centered emission
spectra of 1-Eu2 in dichloromethane solution (Figure S2).
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The electronic structure of a water-soluble near-infrared
(NIR)-absorbing complex was determined to be singlet dirad-
ical [PtII(LISQ)2]2– [(LISQ)2–· = o-diiminosulfobenzosemiquinon-
ate radical] by X-ray diffraction and 1H NMR spectroscopy.
Cyclic voltammetry (CV) showed redox reactions of [PtII-
(LISQ)2]2– to give [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– (E½

1 = –0.26 V vs. Fc+/Fc)
and [PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3– (E½

2 = –1.46 V) [(LIBQ)– = o-diiminosul-
fobenzoquinonate, (LPDI)3– = o-phenylenediiminesulfonate].

Introduction

Near-infrared (NIR) light of 700–1200 nm effectively
penetrates biological tissues and hence in vivo optical-
imaging techniques based on NIR absorption, such as op-
tical coherence tomography (OCT) and photoacoustic tomo-
graphy (PAT), have received much attention.[1,2] In these
techniques, NIR-absorbing organic dyes such as SDA7460
or Indocyanine Green play important roles as contrast
agents improving the signal-to-noise ratio. Recently, Au
nanocages have emerged as efficient NIR-absorbing con-
trast agents for OCT and PAT.[3,4]

One of the most effective ways to further enhance the
contrasting ability of NIR-absorbing agents is to introduce
a functional group that responds to a specific molecule or
ion, the concentration of which in a particular targeted tis-
sue or organ is different to that of the background. A tar-
get-responsive agent thus obtained is able to easily differen-
tiate the NIR-absorption of the targeted region from that
of the background. To our surprise, however, there seem
to have been no investigations into target-responsive NIR-
absorbing dyes for optical imaging. This situation is in con-
trast to the case of NIR fluorescent imaging in which tar-

[a] Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Tohoku University,
6-6-07 Aramaki-Aoba, Aoba-ku, Sendai, 980-8579, Japan
Fax: +81-22-795-7293
E-mail: iki@orgsynth.che.tohoku.ac.jp

[b] School of Engineering, Tohoku University,
6-6-07 Aramaki-Aoba, Aoba-ku, Sendai, 980-8579, Japan

[c] Institute of Multidisciplinary Research for Advanced Materials,
Tohoku University,
2-1-1 Katahira, Aoba-ku, Sendai, 980-8577, Japan
Supporting information for this article is available on the
WWW under http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ejic.201000343.

© 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3458–34653458

The monoradical structure of the latter was confirmed by
electron paramagnetic resonance (EPR) spectroscopy. Split-
ting of the reduction wave of [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– in CV and the
weak EPR signal suggested the formation of a dimer. Be-
cause the rest potential of the solution exceeds Epa

1 at pH 4.0,
the decrease in the NIR absorption at pH�4.0 can be attrib-
uted to the oxidation of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– followed by dimeriza-
tion.

get-responsive NIR fluorescent dyes have been designed by
covalently joining a NIR fluorophore and a pH-,[5] pyr-
ophosphate-,[6] or NO-responsive[7] modulator to enable se-
lective enhancement of NIR fluorescence arising from the
targeted area.

As a candidate for target-sensitive NIR-absorbing dyes,
we investigated the platinum(II) complex with 3,5-dibromo-
1,2-diaminobenzene and revealed the involvement of redox
reactions in the NIR absorption.[8] More recently, we found
that the complex did not display NIR absorption in aque-
ous solution, but did so strongly in hydrophobic media such
as surfactant micelles and liposome bilayers.[9] Thus, the
complex shows a response to the hydrophobicity of the mi-
croenvironment and could be applied as an NIR-absorbing
contrasting agent to stain cell membranes. Notably, the
complex per se exhibits responsive ability towards hydro-
phobicity without attaching any target-responsive func-
tional group.

The response of this complex to hydrophobic environ-
ments posed the question as to whether a PtII complex of
o-phenylenediamine derivatives exhibits NIR absorption in
hydrophilic media. This prompted us to prepare a water-
soluble PtII complex with an o-phenylenediamine derivative
bearing a sulfo group. Herein we show the NIR absorption
properties of the complex in aqueous solutions and also the
unexpected pH-responsive switching of the NIR absorp-
tion. By using X-ray analysis, cyclic voltammetry (CV),
spectroelectrochemistry, and electron paramagnetic reso-
nance (EPR) spectroscopy we have been able to attribute
the switching ability to a change in the electronic structure,
which results from oxidation followed by dimerization of
the complex.
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Results and Discussion

In this paper we have labeled the oxidation states of the
o-phenylenediamine ligand (H2R) as shown in Scheme 1
and proposed by Wieghardt et al.[10] The aromatic closed-
shell form is (RPDI)2– (o-diiminophenolato ligand), the
open-shell radical form is (RISQ)–· (o-diiminosemiquinonate
radical ligand), and the quinone-type closed-shell form is
(RIBQ)0 (o-diiminobenzoquinone ligand).

Scheme 1. Oxidation states of o-phenylenediamine (H2RPDI).

Preparation of the Complex

To prepare the water-soluble PtII complex, we employed
3,4-diaminobenzenesulfonate [DABS, (H2LPDI)–] produced
by the reduction of 2-nitroaniline-4-sulfonate (Scheme 2).
In accordance with the previously reported procedure for
the preparation of the bis(o-diiminobenzosemiquinonato)-
platinum(II) complex,[11] (H2LPDI)– was treated with
K2[PtCl4] in aqueous solution in the presence of a base
(pH 10, NaOH) at room temperature for 2 d to afford a
green precipitate of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] in which the ligand was
autoxidized during preparation. The assignment of the oxi-
dation state of the ligand to (LISQ)2–· was later confirmed
by X-ray crystallography (see below). Both the cis and trans
isomers (with respect to the positions of the sulfo groups)
of the complex should be formed. The 1H NMR spectrum
recorded in D2O exhibits two sets of signals from the aro-
matic protons (Figure S1, δ = 6.80–7.40 ppm), which sug-
gests that cis/trans isomerization of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] is slow
on the NMR timescale.

Scheme 2. Reaction scheme for the preparation of the ligand
(H3LPDI) and the PtII complex.
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UV/Vis/NIR Spectral Analysis

During the preparation of single crystals, we noticed that
alkaline solutions of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] were a deep-blue color
(see the picture in the Table of Contents). In fact, the com-
plex exhibits very intense absorption at 705 nm (ε =
1.1 �105 –1 cm–1) in solution at pH 12 (Figure 1). Thus,
the PtII–o-phenylenediamine complex exhibits NIR absorp-
tion even in aqueous solution, in contrast to the bis(3,5-
dibromo-1,2-diiminobenzosemiquinonato) complex. We
also noticed that the deep-blue color readily disappeared at
lower pH, which prompted us to study the change with pH
of the absorption spectra of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– in aqueous solu-
tion (Figure 1). Upon lowering the pH from 12 to 7, the
blue color of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– is almost unchanged. In con-
trast, when the pH was reduced from 6 to 2.9, the color of
the solution changed from deep blue to pale yellow with a
steep decrease in the absorption at 705 nm (Figure 2) and a
slight increase in the absorption bands at 420 and 822 nm
(Figure 1). Upon decreasing the pH, the spectra show an
instantaneous response to the change in pH. In contrast,
upon increasing the pH, it takes very long time for the ab-
sorbance to equilibrate resulting in an apparent hysteresis
within a limited time of measurement (ca. 1 min for each
point; Figure 2). In any case, it is striking that the complex
clearly exhibits switching of the NIR absorption properties
at a pH of around 4.5, which implies that the complex can
be used as a pH-responsive NIR-absorption probe. At the
same time, the pH-responsive behavior poses the question
as to how the complex responds to H+ despite the fact that
the ligand does not have a proton-responsive functional
group with a pKa at 4.5. The long time required for equili-
bration upon increasing the pH ruled out simple acid disso-
ciation as the cause of the color change because proton
dissociation/association is usually very rapid. This
prompted us to elucidate the electronic structure of the
blue-colored complex to be designated as [PtII(LISQ)2]2– and
also the mechanisms of the NIR absorption and the pH-
responsive behavior by using various characterization meth-
ods.

Figure 1. pH-dependent absorption spectra of an aqueous solution
of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]. [Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]] = 1.0�10–5 , I = 0.1 (Na-
ClO4), pH 2.9–12, N2 (pH was adjusted by the addition of H2SO4

or NaOH solution).
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Figure 2. pH dependence of the absorbance of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] at
705 nm. [Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]] = 1.0� 10–5 , I = 0.1 (NaClO4), N2.
The pH was first decreased from 12.0 to 2.9 (open diamond) and
then increased from 2.9 to 11.9 (closed diamond).

X-ray Analysis

As stated earlier, we were aware of the involvement of
redox chemistry in the complexation between PtII and o-
phenylenediamine ligands.[8] On the other hand, Wieghardt
and co-workers[10] have shown that X-ray diffraction is the
most reliable tool for assigning the redox state of the o-
phenylenediamine ligands in the complex (Scheme 1) be-
cause it allows scrutiny of the lengths of the C–C and C–N
bonds, which reflects the bond order, that is, the electronic
structure (Table 1). To determine the structure of the NIR-
absorbing complex, denoted as [PtII(LISQ)2]2– in the pre-
vious section, we attempted to isolate single crystals of the
sodium salt. However, the X-ray analysis revealed that the
quality of the crystals was poor and the refinement of the
structure failed, which was attributed to the loss of crystal
water during the measurement. To expel water from the
crystal lattice, we replaced the Na+ ion with a bulky and
hydrophobic cation, n-propyltriphenylphosphonium
(PPrPh3

+), by addition of the bromide salt to a solution of
the complex at pH 10. Thus, we successfully obtained high
quality single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis. The OR-
TEP diagram of (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] in Figure 3 shows
that the complex adopts a square-planar coordination ge-
ometry with a trans configuration with respect to the posi-

Table 1. Bond lengths of the three different oxidation states of the o-phenylenediamine ligand (RIBQ, RISQ, and RPDI) in the transition-
metal(II) complexes and the ligand (L) in the [PtII–DABS] complex (assigned as [PtII(LISQ)2]2– in this study).

Bond length [Å] Ref.

C–N C1–C2 C2–C3 C3–C4 C4–C5 C5–C6 C6–C1

RIBQ 1.30[a] 1.45 1.43 1.34 1.43 –[b] –[c] [10]

RISQ 1.35[a] 1.42 1.41 1.37 1.42 –[b] –[c] [10]

RPDI 1.40[a] 1.40 1.40 1.40 1.40 –[b] –[c] [10]

L in [PtII- 1.348(7)[d] 1.427(7) 1.409(7) 1.372(8) 1.403(8) 1.369(7) 1.416(7) this study
DABS] 1.345(7)[e]

[a] Average bond lengths of C1–N1 and C2–N2. [b] Same as C3–C4. [c] Same as C2–C3. [d] C1–N1. [e] C2–N2.

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3458–34653460

tion of the sulfo groups. The space group is P21/c and the
two ligands are crystallographically related by a center of
symmetry. The complex has two counter-ions (PPrPh3

+) in
the unit cell, which shows that the complex is dianionic. No
water molecule was found in the crystal lattice, which justi-
fies the introduction of the highly hydrophobic counter-ion
and is also effective for the tight packing of the complex
with PPrPh3

+ in the crystal lattice through π–π interactions
between the overlapping phenyl rings [the shortest distances
are C2–C17 3.333(8) and C1–C17 3.482(8) Å]. In addition,
two NH groups form hydrogen bonds with the sulfo group
of the neighboring complex [N1···O3 3.028(6), N2···O2
3.023(6), H1···O3 2.21, H2···O2 2.14 Å].

Figure 3. ORTEP diagram of (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] (at the 50%
probability level). Open circles represent imine hydrogen atoms. All
other hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity.

From the viewpoint of the assignment of the electronic
structure of the complex, the electric charge on the DABS
ligand in the complex is a convenient measure for distin-
guishing the oxidation states, as shown in Scheme 1. Antici-
pating the charge of PtII to be intact (2+), each ligand
should be dianionic in the complex because the total charge
of the complex is 2–. Because the sulfo group has one nega-
tive charge, the o-phenylenediimine part also possesses one
negative charge. Therefore the ligand can be assigned to o-
diiminosulfobenzosemiquinonate (LISQ)2–·, as shown in
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Scheme 2. Furthermore, the electronic structure was con-
firmed by scrutiny of the bond lengths of the aromatic ring
(Table 1). The bond lengths of the aromatic rings can be
differentiated into two shorter C–C bonds [C3–C4 1.372(8)
and C5–C6 1.369(7) Å] and four longer ones [C1–C2
1.427(7), C2–C3 1.409(7), C4–C5 1.403(8), and C6–C1
1.416(7) Å]. In addition, the C–N bond lengths are N1–C1
1.348(7) and N2–C2 1.345(7) Å. By comparing the bond
lengths in the three distinct oxidation states of the o-pheny-
lenediamine ligands reported (Table 1),[10] the electronic
structure of the present complex should be neither LPDI

with a fully aromatic hexagon structure nor LIBQ with fully
alternating double/single bonds. The bond lengths coincide
well with that in o-diiminosulfobenzosemiquinonate
(LISQ)2–·.

Hence, the deep-blue complex that exists in alkaline solu-
tion can be formulated as [PtII(LISQ)2]2– with a diradical
structure to support the complexation scheme showing the
involvement of autoxidation (Scheme 2). In addition, the
1H NMR spectrum of (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] dissolved in
DMSO shows peaks of ArH protons in the usual aromatic
region (δ = 6.87–7.31 ppm) with no paramagnetic shifts,
which is also the case for Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] (Figure S1). This
indicates that the two radical centers are antiferromag-
netically coupled and that the complex [PtII(LISQ)2]2–

should be a singlet (total spin quantum number, STotal = 0
ground state). Wieghardt and co-workers assigned the in-
tense NIR absorption of planar singlet diradical complexes
of o-phenylenedimamine derivatives with d8 metals not to a
π�π* or ligand-to-metal transition, but to ligand-to-ligand
charge transfer (LLCT).[12] In a similar fashion, the intense
NIR absorption of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– at 705 nm can be assigned
to LLCT.

Electrochemistry

The cyclic voltammogram of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] recorded at
a scan rate of 10 mVs–1 in a DMSO solution containing
0.1  (nBu4N)ClO4 as supporting electrolyte exhibits three
successive redox waves at E1

½ = –0.26, E2
½ = –1.46, and

E3
½ = –2.08 V versus Fc+/Fc (Figure 4). Each redox wave

shows reversible electron transfer in the redox series. As-
suming each redox step to be a one-electron transfer reac-
tion at the ligand center, the redox series can be depicted
as in Scheme 3, in accordance with the redox behavior of
analogous PtII complexes with 3,5-di-tert-butyl-o-phenyl-
enediamine.[10] Notably, the reduction wave at E1

½ exhibits
scan-rate dependence (Figure S2). At scan rates of 10 and
20 mVs–1, one reduction peak appears, as in the case shown
in Figure 4. On the other hand, at scan rates above
50 mV s–1, the reduction wave splits into two (E1

pc� = –0.28
and E1

pc� = –0.45 V). The splitting of the cathodic peak
E1

pc at high scan rates indicates that the oxidation of [PtII-
(LISQ)2]2– to [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– is readily followed by a sub-
sequent reaction to form another redox-active species. We
suppose that [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– forms a dimer [{PtII(LISQ)-
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(LIBQ)}2]2–, as shown in Equation (1), which is consistent
with the results of the EPR measurement of [PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)]– (see below).

2[PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– h [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–· (1)

Figure 4. Cyclic voltammogram of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] in DMSO.
[Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]] = 1.0�10–3 , [(nBu4N)ClO4] = 0.10 , potential
vs. Fc+/Fc, glassy carbon working electrode, Pt wire counter-elec-
trode, a scan rate of 10 mVs–1.

Scheme 3. The ligand-centered redox series of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2].

At scan rates of 10 and 20 mV s–1, the dissociation of
the dimer to monomer is faster than the CV scan rate and
therefore only one reduction peak for the monomer is ob-
served. At scan rates above 50 mV s–1, the dissociation of
the dimer to the monomer is slower than the CV scan rate
and thus a new reduction peak arising from the dimer at
E1

pc��, more negative than the E1
pc� value for the monomer,

is observed.
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Absorption spectra of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] in DMSO solu-

tion were measured under controlled electrochemical poten-
tial (Figure 5). Without electrolysis, [PtII(LISQ)2]2– displays
a very intense absorption band at 724 nm (ε =
1.1�105 –1 cm–1), very similar to that observed in aqueous
solution (Figure 1), which suggests the same LLCT transi-
tion. Only a small bathochromic shift (19 nm) is observed in
DMSO solution compared with the absorption in aqueous
solution. Upon applying a potential of –0.05 V, which cor-
responds to the one-electron oxidation of [PtII(LISQ)2]2–, the
absorption band at 724 nm disappears and others at 439
and 838 nm appear (Figure 5). Because these two absorp-
tion bands observed in DMSO closely resemble those ob-
served in aqueous solution at low pH (Figure 1), the spec-
tral change caused by oxidation of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– corre-
sponds well to the change caused by decreasing the pH of
the solution. Hence, we can infer that the pH-responsive
color change of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– is caused by oxidation. It has
been reported that upon lowering the pH, the bis(o-di-
iminobenzosemiquinonato)platinum(II) complex shows a
color change similar to that of [PtII(LISQ)2]2–, which is
caused not by a change in the redox potential of the com-
plex but by an increase in the rest potential of the solution
at lower pH.[13] We also investigated the pH dependence of
E1

½ of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– upon decreasing the pH of the solu-
tion from 10.0 to 3.0 (Figure 6), which showed that the E1

½

value was almost constant, being in the narrow range of
–0.19 to –0.21 V. This indicates that the complex does not
accept or release protons in the pH range. On the other
hand, the rest potential of the sample solution shows a large
increase from –0.70 to –0.10 V and exceeds E1

½ at pH 4.0,
which leads to the oxidation of [PtII(LISQ)2]2–. Thus, the
switching off of the NIR absorption at low pH is caused by
a high rest potential of the solution, which causes the oxi-
dation of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– to a species such as [PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)]– and the dimer [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–. Therefore,
upon increasing the pH, the dimeric species [{PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)}2]2– should eventually give [PtII(LISQ)2]2– by re-
duction by the rest potential. Because dissociation of
[{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2– to the monomeric species [PtII(LISQ)-

Figure 5. Absorption spectra of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] (solid line) and the
electrochemically one-electron-oxidized species (dotted line) in
DMSO. [Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]] = 1.0�10–4 , [(nBu4N)ClO4] = 0.10 ,
potential vs. Fc+/Fc, Pt mesh electrode, Pt wire counter-electrode,
cell thickness: 1 mm.
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(LIBQ)]– is slow, as shown by CV, the color change of the
complex solution upon increasing the pH should be slow to
attain equilibrium, as described earlier (Figure 2).

Figure 6. Dependence of E1
pa of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– and the rest poten-

tial of the solution on the apparent pH. [Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]] =
1.0�10–3 , [(nBu4N)ClO4] = 0.10  in DMSO.

In addition, because E1
½ can be controlled by substitu-

ents, the pH-switching region of the NIR absorption is tun-
able. Namely, owing to the electron-withdrawing SO3

–

groups, the E1
½ value of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– is larger than that

of the bis(o-diiminobenzosemiquinonato)platinum(II) com-
plex (E1

½ = –0.26 to –0.28 V) in DMSO, which results in a
color change at a lower pH of around 1 pH unit.[13]

EPR Spectroscopy

To clarify the electronic structures of the one-electron-
oxidized and -reduced species of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– shown in
Scheme 3, we studied the chemically oxidized or reduced
complexes by EPR spectroscopy. First, we recorded at room
temperature and at 77 K the EPR spectrum of [PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)]–, which seemed to exist at lower pH and be a pre-
cursor of the dimer at pH� 4.0 (Table 2). At room tempera-
ture, the complex in DMSO exhibits a signal at g = 1.980,
similar to the g values reported for [MII(RISQ)(RIBQ)]-type
complexes (see Table 2), which supports the electronic
structure of the present one-electron-oxidized complex as
[PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]–. Notably, the signal intensity is as low as
around 1% of what is expected from the solute concentra-
tion, which indicates that the concentration of paramag-
netic species [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– in DMSO decreases signifi-
cantly as a result of the formation of substantial amounts of
the diamagnetic dimer [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–. The DMSO
solution at 77 K does not give any measurable EPR signal,
which suggests that the complex is completely dimerized.
Regardless of the temperature, the aqueous solution of the
complex is EPR silent, which indicates that [PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)]– completely dimerizes in aqueous solution at
pH �4.0. It may be said that the highly polar environment
forces the monomer, which has a hydrophobic moiety, to
dimerize [Equation (1)]. From above, one can conclude that
the one-electron oxidation of the diamagnetic complex
[PtII(LISQ)2]2– should yield the paramagnetic complex [PtII-
(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– immediately followed by the formation of the
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Table 2. EPR parameters for [MII(RISQ)(RIBQ)]-type complexes.

MII Ligand Solvent Temperature g Ref.

PtII DABS water room temperature –[a] this study
water 77 K –[a] this study
DMSO room temperature 1.980[b] this study
DMSO 77 K –[a] this study

PtII o-phenylenediamine DMSO room temperature 1.982 [11]

PdII o-phenylenediamine DMSO room temperature 1.996 [11]

NiII o-phenylenediamine DMSO room temperature 1.997 [11]

PtII 3,5-di-tert-butyl-o-phenylenediamine CH3CN 30 K 1.988[c] [10]

[a] EPR silent. [b] The intensity of the signal was quite low. [c] giso value.

diamagnetic dimer [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2– in aqueous solu-
tion (Scheme 4). This is consistent with the CV results,
which reveal a reduction peak of the dimer species
[{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2– at high scan rates (Figure S2, b). Di-
merization of [MII(RISQ)(RIBQ)]-type complexes is not pe-
culiar to the present complex [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–, but
has been exemplified by several one-electron-oxidized com-
plexes. For instance, [MII(RISQ)(RIBQ)]-type complexes such
as bis(o-diiminobenzosemiquinonato)platinum(II), bis(o-di-
iminobenzosemiquinonato)palladium(II), and bis(o-di-
iminobenzosemiquinonato)nickel(II) display a low-intensity
EPR signal only in DMSO solution at room temperature,
which suggests the formation of the dimer (Table 2).[11] In
addition, crystallographic evidence for bis(o-diiminobenzo-
semiquinonato)platinum(II),[13] bis(N-phenyl-o-diimino-
benzosemiquinonato)platinum(II),[10] and bis(3,5-di-tert-
butyl-o-diiminobenzosemiquinonato)nickel(II)[10] have
shown that two [MII(RISQ)(RIBQ)] units are connected
through MII–MII interactions. Therefore one can anticipate
that [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2– may adopt the same dimeric
structure connected through a PtII–PtII interaction.

Scheme 4. Reaction scheme for the pH-responsive switching of the
NIR absorption of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2].

Secondly, we investigated one-electron-reduced species
[PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3– obtained by reduction of [PtII(LISQ)2]2–

with a 10-fold amount of SnCl2 in alkaline DMSO, which
shows a clear EPR signal at 77 K with the metal hyperfine
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coupling for three principal directions (Figure 7, d). All
three central lines of the rhombic signal are split into a
doublet by coupling with 195Pt (33.7%, I = ½). Simulations
(Figure 7, a–c) were performed to determine the EPR pa-
rameters (gx = 1.962, gy = 2.207, gz = 1.776) and hyperfine
coupling with 195Pt (33.7%, I = ½; Ax

195Pt = 695, Ay
195Pt

= 259.5, Az
195Pt = 465 MHz; for the assignment, see the

Supporting Information). By using these g values and hy-
perfine coupling constants, we estimated the spin density at
the central PtII to be 32.3% according to the method of
Holm (see the Supporting Information).[14,15] The value is
a reasonable estimate because the DFT calculation of the
analogous [PtII(RISQ)(RPDI)]-type square-planar complex
of 2-anilino-4,6-di-tert-butylphenol indicated that the out-
of-plane dxz orbital of the PtII readily mixes with the pz

orbital of the ligand and thereby acquires some metal char-
acter (spin density: 23.7%).[16]

Figure 7. EPR spectrum of [PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3– at 77 K. (a) Simu-
lated for 195Pt, I = ½; (b) simulated for I = 0; (c) (a) + (b); (d) chem-
ically generated [PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3– in frozen DMSO solution. [[PtI-

I(LISQ)2]2–] = 1.0 �10–3 , [SnCl2] = 1.0�10–2 , microwave fre-
quency 9.23081 GHz, microwave power 10 mW, field modulation
5 G.

Thus, the EPR spectrum of the one-electron-oxidized
species of [PtII(LISQ)2]2– with a very weak signal of [PtII-
(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– at room temperature suggests the formation



A. Masuya, N. Iki, C. Kabuto, Y. Ohba, S. Yamauchi, H. HoshinoFULL PAPER
of the dimer [{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–. Also, the EPR spec-
trum of the one-electron-reduced species of [PtII(LISQ)2]2–

confirms the paramagnetic structure of [PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3–.
This EPR evidence for the imino radical electronic structure
of [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]– and [PtII(LISQ)(LPDI)]3–, which are
both adjacent to [PtII(LISQ)2]2– in the redox series
(Scheme 3), in turn support the diradical structure of [PtII-
(LISQ)2]2–.

Conclusions

In this study we have successfully prepared a water-solu-
ble singlet diradical complex [PtII(LISQ)2]2– to show that
strong absorption of NIR light can be achieved with a PtII

complex in aqueous solution. It has also been clarified that
the pH-dependent NIR absorption switching of [PtII-
(LISQ)2]2– is caused by an increase in the rest potential of
the solution that leads to its oxidation to form [PtII(LISQ)-
(LIBQ)]– immediately followed by dimerization to
[{PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)}2]2–. Taking advantage of the high water
solubility and the switching behavior, the diradical [PtII-
(LISQ)2]2– complex can be applied as a highly sensitive NIR-
absorbing contrast agent that responds to the pH and/or
redox potential of its microenvironment.

Experimental Section
Materials and Methods: Potassium tetrachloroplatinate(II) was pur-
chased from Nacalai Tesque (Kyoto). Sodium 2-nitroaniline-4-sul-
fonate was purchased from Tokyo Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. (To-
kyo). Tin(II) chloride dihydrate was purchased from Wako Pure
Chemical Industries, Ltd. (Tokyo). All reagents were used without
further purification.

The electronic spectra were recorded with Shimadzu UV-3100PC
and JASCO V-570 spectrometers. The 1H NMR spectra were ob-
tained with a Bruker DPX-400 spectrometer using D2O or [D6]-
DMSO as solvents and (3-trimethylsilyl)propanesulfonic acid so-
dium salt (DSS) as an external standard for D2O. Electrospray ion-
ization mass spectrometry (ESI-MS) was performed with a Bruker
APEX III Fourier-transform ion-cyclotron resonance mass spec-
trometer. The cyclic voltammetric measurements were performed
with a Hokuto Denko HAB-151 using a glassy carbon working
electrode, a Ag/AgNO3 reference electrode, and a Pt counter-elec-
trode in DMSO solution containing 2 m NaOH to dissolve the
complex and 0.1  (nBu)4NClO4 as the supporting electrolyte un-
der N2. Potentials are referenced to the half-wave potential
(+0.024 V) of the ferrocenium/ferrocene couple (Fc+/Fc). Spectro-
electrochemistry was performed with Hokuto Denko HAB-151 and
JASCO V-570 instruments using a spectroelectrochemical cell (light
path length: 1 mm) with a Pt mesh working electrode, a Pt counter-
electrode, and an Ag/AgNO3 reference electrode. The pH measure-
ments were performed with a TOA HM-30V pH meter with a G51–
5421C combined electrode. The EPR spectra were recorded with a
Varian E112 spectrometer and simulated using a program written
in our laboratory.

H3LPDI·HCl: A solution of sodium 2-nitroaniline-4-sulfonate
(2.1 g) in water (15 mL) was added to a solution of SnCl2·2H2O
(9.0 g) dissolved in a mixture of 66% (v/v) ethanol (30 mL) and
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12  HCl (10 mL). The reaction mixture was stirred at 0 °C for
24 h to give white precipitates. The crude product was filtered and
recrystallized from heated 6  HCl to give colorless crystals of 3,4-
diaminobenzenesulfonic acid monohydrochloric acid (H3LPDI·HCl,
0.12 g, 52% yield). 1H NMR (400 MHz, D2O): δ = 6.88 (d, J =
8.18 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 7.17 (dd, J1 = 2.11, J2 = 8.17 Hz, 1 H, ArH),
7.21 (d, J = 2.08 Hz, 1 H, ArH) ppm. C6H9ClN2O3S (224.66):
calcd. C 32.08, H 4.04, N 12.47, S 14.27, Cl 15.78; found C 31.85,
H 3.95, N 12.38, S 13.98, Cl 15.46.

Na2[PtII(LISQ)2]: A solution of K2[PtIICl4] (0.21 g) dissolved in
water (ca. 5 mL) was added in small portions to an aqueous solu-
tion of H3LPDI·HCl (0.22 g) in water (10 mL) and then aq. NaOH
was added to adjust the pH to 10. Stirring the mixture at room
temperature for 2 d gave a dark-green precipitate, which was col-
lected by filtration, washed with cold water, and dried in vacuo to
afford Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] as a powder in both the cis and trans forms
[0.27 g, 47% yield (total)]. 1H NMR (400 MHz, D2O): δ = 6.78/
6.93 (d, J = 8.84/8.84 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 7.01/7.02 (dd, J1 = 1.92/2.00,
J2 = 8.76/8.72 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 7.37/7.38 (d, J = 1.64/1.52 Hz, 1 H,
ArH) ppm. 13C NMR (100 MHz, D2O): δ = 119.1/119.2 (ArCH),
121.2/121.5 (ArCH), 121.5/122.5 (ArCH), 138.5/138.3 (ArC),
157.1/156.6 (ArC), 159.3/159.9 (ArC) ppm. Although the assign-
ment was not clear, the intensities of the two signals of cis- and
trans-Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] were in an approximate 1:1 ratio. MS (ESI):
calcd. for [M – 2Na]2– 282.4844; found 282.4850; calcd. for [M –
Na]– 587.9585; found 587.9595.

(PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2]: n-Propyltriphenylphosphonium bromide
(PPrPh3Br; 0.077 g) was added to a deep-blue aqueous solution of
Na2[PtII(LISQ)2] (0.056 g in 10 mL water), the pH of which had
been adjusted to 10 with aqueous NaOH. Crude purple crystals
were formed and collected by filtration, washed with cold water,
and dried in vacuo to afford (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] (0.081 g, 75 %
yield) as a powder. The diffusion of acetone vapor to a methanolic
solution of (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] afforded purple-colored single
crystals of trans-(PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2]. 1H NMR (400 MHz, [D6]-
DMSO): δ = 1.07 (t, J = 7.27 Hz, 3 H, CH2CH3), 1.56 (m, 2 H,
CH2CH2CH3), 6.87 (dd, J1 = 1.64, J2 = 8.66 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 6.98
(d, J = 8.76 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 7.31 (s, 1 H, ArH), 7.77 (m, 12 H,
ArH), 7.90 (m, 3 H, ArH), 10.0 (br., 2 H, NH) ppm. The two pro-
ton signals of the methylene moiety of PPrPh3 were not observed
due to overlapping with the water peak. C54H54N4O6P2PtS2

(1176.16): calcd. C 55.14, H 4.63, N 4.76, S 5.45; found C 54.81,
H 4.80, N 4.80, S 5.20.

X-ray Crystallography: Single-crystal X-ray diffraction data were
collected with a Bruker AXSII CCD diffractometer using Mo-Kα

radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) employing a “Bruker Helios multilayered
confocal mirror” as monochromator and a “Bruker TXS fine-focus
rotating anode” as radiation source. Data integration and re-
duction were performed with the SAINT and XPREP software and
the absorption correction was performed by the semi-empirical
method with SADABS.[17] The structure was solved by the direct
method using SHELXS-97[18] and refined by using least-squares
methods on F2 with SHELXL-97.[18] The two NH protons were
found as follows. The final difference Fourier map showed two
peaks in the expected positions with N1–H1 of 0.82 Å and N2–N2
of 1.0 Å, which were first refined with the isotropic temperature
factors. However, they did not converge to expected N–H distances.
Therefore the positions were fixed in the amide geometry (N–H
0.88 Å) and only temperature factors were refined to give reason-
able values (Biso = 2.5 and 4.8 Å2 for H1 and H2, respectively),
thus proving clearly the existence of the N–H bonds. X-ray analysis
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was undertaken using the free GUI software of Yadokari-XG
2009.[19] Crystal data and structure refinement for complex
(PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2] are summarized in Table 3.

Table 3. Crystallographic data for (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2].

Parameter (PPrPh3)2[PtII(LISQ)2]

Empirical formula C54H54N4O6P2PtS2

Formula mass 1176.16
Temperature [K] 173
Wavelength [Å] 0.71073
Crystal system monoclinic
Space group P21/c
Unit cell dimensions
a [Å] 9.969 (2)
b [Å] 17.477(3)
c [Å] 15.006(3)
β [°] 106.627(2)
Volume [Å3] 2505.3(8)
Z 2
Density (calcd.) [g/cm3] 1.559
Absorption coefficient [mm–1] 3.003
F(000) 1188
Crystal size [mm3] 0.10�0.05�0.04
Crystal color purple
Reflections included in 25674 (1.83°�θ�26.50°)
the refinement (total)
Independent reflections 5196 [R(int) = 0.0587]
Reflections with [I �2σ(I)] 4408 [R(int) = 0.0418]
Completeness to θmax [%] 99.9
Refined parameters 315
Final R indices [all data] R1

[a] = 0.0476, wR2
[b] = 0.1025

Final R indices [I�2σ(I)] R1
[a] = 0.0398, wR2

[b] = 0.0979
GOF on F2 1.158
ρ (max, min) [eÅ–3] 1.608, –1.731

[a] R1(F) = Σ||Fo| – |Fc||/Σ|Fo|. [b] wR2(F2) = [Σw(Fo
2 – Fc

2)2/Σw(Fo
2)2]½.

CCDC-766406 contains the supplementary crystallographic data
for this paper. These data can be obtained, free of charge, from The
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Center at www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/
data_request/cif.

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): 1H NMR spectrum of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2], cyclic voltam-
mogram of Na2[PtII(LISQ)2], EPR spectrum of [PtII(LISQ)(LIBQ)]–,
and an estimation of the EPR parameters and spin density at the
PtII center.
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A dramatic increase in the second-order nonlinear optical
(NLO) response of terpyridine-substituted hexamolybdates
has been observed from 886.55� 10–30 esu (system 1) to
4622.92� 10–30 esu (system 7). The dipole polarizabilities
and second-order nonlinear optical (NLO) properties of ter-
pyridine derivatives of hexamolybdates have been investi-
gated by using time-dependent density functional theory
(TDDFT). The quantum mechanical design suggests that
[Mo6O18(N4C25H14(CF3)2 (CN)2)]2– (system 7) is the best

Introduction

Polyoxometalates (POMs) are a versatile and diverse
class of inorganic cluster systems recognized by fascinating
structural, electrochemical, catalytic, magnetic, medicinal,
and photophysical properties.[1–4] The development of ratio-
nal methods for the modification and functionalization of
POM systems may provide the means to fully exploit these
desirable attributes. Preparation of POMs incorporating
various main groups, organic, and organometallic frag-
ments now constitutes a significant area of research, whose
scope and pace continue to increase.[5]

The design and synthesis of second-order nonlinear op-
tical (NLO) materials have been attracting more and more
appreciation due to their potential implications in optoelec-
tronics.[6–8] On the basis of experimental and theoretical re-
search work, various principles and rules to enhance sec-
ond-order NLO response have been developed, for example,
the planar donor π-conjugated bridge acceptor (D-π-A)
model,[9] bond length alternation (BLA) theory,[10] auxiliary
donors and acceptors model for heterocycles,[11–13] and
twisted π-electron systems.[14–16] Directed by these strate-
gies, large second-order NLO responses can be achieved by
optimizing the D/A strength or elongating the conjugated
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choice among all studied systems to improve nonlinearity.
The electron-withdrawing ability of electron-acceptor groups
(F, Cl, Br, I, CF3, and CN) at the end of the terpyridine ligand
directs the charge transfer (CT) from the POM cluster to the
terpyridine segment along the z axis, which leads to an ef-
ficient second-order NLO molecular design. These small
changes in molecular composition by substitution may have
disproportionately huge effects on the NLO properties, which
can be attributed to the so-called “butterfly effect”.

bridge.[17] In the past two decades, considerable efforts have
been focused on the development of one-dimensional (1D)
NLO materials. However, this work is also devoted to im-
prove the nonlinearity of 1D systems.

Presently, POM-based organic–inorganic hybrid materi-
als are the center of debate in our research group.[18–21]

POMs have been found to be extremely versatile inorganic
building blocks for constructing functionally active materi-
als, and POM-based organic–inorganic hybrid compounds
are the combination of POMs with organic ligands.[22–26]

Several reasons make these hybrids excellent candidates for
novel NLO materials. Firstly, they offer a wide range of
metals with different coordination states and various or-
ganic groups which possess large π-conjugated sys-
tems.[27–29] Secondly, many of these compounds are known
to possess intense low-lying electronic transitions.[22] Last
but not least, POMs have been found to be extremely flexi-
ble building blocks as the non-centrosymmetric molecular
structures can be achieved easily for such compounds.[22–29]

In the present work, we have designed different sorts of
molecular systems by introducing various electron ac-
ceptors at the end of the terpyridine ligand. We performed
TDDFT analysis on the terpyridine derivatives of hexamol-
ybdates and have calculated remarkably enhanced first hy-
perpolarizabilities (second-order polarizabilities). The sys-
tems with enhanced second-order NLO response have been
constructed by incorporation of different electron-with-
drawing groups (F, Cl, Br, I, CF3, and CN) at the endmost
and lateral terminal positions (R and R1) of the terpyridine
ligand. It is noteworthy that in all our studied systems the
electron-accepting property of the POM cluster has been
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changed, as it acts as a donor and the terpyridine ligand
acts as an acceptor (D-bridge-A) by the charge-transport
property of the π-conjugated bridge. This work may provide
a basis to experimentalists for designing materials with en-
hanced NLO response.

Results and Discussion

We have designed different types of systems by substitut-
ing various electron acceptors at the endmost and lateral
terminal positions of the terpyridine ligand. After making
calculations on numerous systems, we came to know that,
interestingly, positions R1 and R, as shown in Figure 1, are
most suitable to increase nonlinearity in terpyridine-substi-
tuted hexamolybdates. The β value of system 1 is calculated
to be 886.55� 10–30 esu. On the basis of this considerable
NLO response of system 1, we were inspired to design sys-
tems 2–7, which show appealingly large second-order NLO
responses as compared to system 1. First of all, the geomet-
rical optimization of systems 1–7 was carried out under the
C2v symmetry constraint, where the initial geometric data
were obtained from the crystal structure.[30] The structures
of these systems are depicted in Figure 1, and the optimized
bond lengths and angles are compared in Table 1, which
are in reasonable agreement with the reported experimental
data. As shown in Figure 1, a hybrid structure incorporat-
ing a terpyridine ligand bearing various electron-acceptor
moieties to a hexamolybdate cluster has been designed. The
imido-functionalized hexamolybdate cluster exhibits fea-
tures characteristic to other arylimido derivatives,[29a] such
as a short Mo–N bond length, a linear/near-linear Mo1–
N1–C1 bond angle, a closer distance of the central oxygen

Figure 1. The orientation and calculation models of studied sys-
tems.
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(O1) to the imido-bearing Mo1 atom than to the other Mo
(Mo2, Mo3, Mo4, Mo5, and Mo6) atoms. Moreover, C1–
N1 and Mo1–N1 distances (Å) of the designed systems have
also shown good consistency with the experimental values
of system 1. This agreement between experimental and cal-
culated parameters of system 1 gives us confidence that the
present study is consequential for this research, although
the symmetry axis is along the z axis for our studied sys-
tems (1–7).

Table 1. Bond lengths (Å) and angles (°) calculated by DFT for
systems 1–7.

System 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

C1–N1 1.344 (1.375)[a] 1.340 1.340 1.339 1.339 1.336 1.335
Mo1–N1 1.820 (1.747) 1.824 1.824 1.823 1.824 1.829 1.831
Mo1–O1 2.222 (2.213) 2.221 2.221 2.220 2.221 2.220 2.222
Mo2–O1 2.364 (2.346) 2.364 2.364 2.364 2.364 2.363 2.363
Mo3–O1 2.368 (2.336) 2.368 2.368 2.367 2.367 2.367 2.367
Mo4–O1 2.364 (2.323) 2.364 2.364 2.364 2.364 2.363 2.363
Mo5–O1 2.368 (2.332) 2.368 2.368 2.367 2.367 2.367 2.367
Mo6–O1 2.439 (2.364) 2.442 2.442 2.443 2.444 2.447 2.446
C1–N1–Mo1 180 (175.83) 180 180 180 180 180 180

[a] Experimental values in parentheses are from ref.[30]

Static Second-Order NLO Response

In order to have a better understanding of the second-
order NLO response (β), a knowledge of the dipole polari-
zability is also important. The average polarizability, �α�
is defined in [Equation (1)].

�α� = 1/3 (αxx + αyy + αzz) (1)

There are three components of dipole polarizability αxx,
αyy, and αzz. There exists C2v symmetry in our studied sys-
tems, and the αzz component has the largest value as com-
pared to the αxx and αyy components, and the property of
the studied compounds (1–7) is predominantly evaluated by
the z-direction transition (Figure 1). The formula of dipole
polarizability along the z direction is defined in Equa-
tion (2).

(2)

Equation (2) shows that the α value is directly pro-
portional to the transition moment and inversely pro-
portional to the transition energy. The transition moment
(Mz

gm) and the corresponding dominant molecular orbital
(MO) transitions of systems 1–7 are enlisted in Table 3. The
average polarizability, �α�, of the systems is in the follow-
ing order: 7 � 6 � 5 � 4 � 3 � 2 � 1, as shown in Table 2.
The calculated dipole polarizability coefficients for systems
1–7 are listed in Table 2.
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Table 2. The computed dipole polarizabilities (1�10–24 esu) for
systems 1–7.

System αxx αyy αzz �α�

1 105.73 65.22 285.01 151.98
2 106.76 65.08 320.90 164.25
3 108.66 66.90 334.51 170.02
4 109.97 68.32 342.30 173.53
5 110.69 68.40 348.60 175.90
6 123.53 71.82 415.19 203.51
7 135.89 70.09 476.00 227.32

The TDDFT results demonstrate that the electronic tran-
sitions in systems 2, 3, and 6 mainly occur from the POM
(HOMO and HOMO-4) to the terpyridine ligand
(LUMO+6) along the z direction. This tendency of charge
transfer also occurs in system 4 (HOMO and HOMO-4 to
LUMO+8), 5 (HOMO to LUMO+2 and LUMO+1), and
7 (HOMO and HOMO-4 to LUMO+2). The frontier mo-
lecular orbitals involved in the dominant electron transi-
tions in systems 2–6 are shown in Figures 2 and 3, and all
these transitions have A1 symmetry, as listed in Table 3.

Figure 2. The frontier molecular orbitals of systems 2–6 involved
in the dominant electron transitions.

The changes in the molecular structures modify the con-
tribution of different orbitals to the electronic transitions.
The dominant electronic transitions for the studied com-
pounds have the same A1 symmetry, and the major charge
transfer originates from the POM cluster to the terpyridine
ligand along the z axis. This attribute indicates that the ter-
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Figure 3. The frontier molecular orbitals of system 7 involved in
the dominant electron transitions with D-A molecular configura-
tion of the POM.

Table 3. Excitation energy (in eV), oscillator strengths (ƒ), sym-
metry (S), transition moment (Mz

gm= a.u.),[a] and corresponding
dominant MO transitions of systems 2–7.

System E ƒ S Mz
gm MO transition

2 2.25 0.634 A1 3.395 HOMO � LUMO+6 (59%)
HOMO–4 � LUMO+6 (30%)

3 2.26 0.739 A1 3.654 HOMO � LUMO+6 (64%)
HOMO–4 � LUMO+6 (24%)

4 2.26 0.776 A1 3.737 HOMO � LUMO+8 (66%)
HOMO–4 � LUMO+8 (23%)

5 1.34 0.331 A1 3.179 HOMO � LUMO+2 (54%)
HOMO � LUMO+1 (39%)

6 2.14 0.525 A1 3.168 HOMO � LUMO+6 (43%)
HOMO–4 � LUMO+6 (20%)

7 1.04 0.387 A1 3.884 HOMO � LUMO+2 (85%)
HOMO–4� LUMO+2 (7%)

[a] Mx
ng = My

ng = 0

pyridine ligand acts as an acceptor and the POM (hexamol-
ybdate) acts as a donor in our all designed systems. The
direction and degree of charge transfer have been remarka-
bly enhanced in system 7 relative to system 1, and all the
system operate through a D-π-bridge-A configuration. The
direction of CT from the POM to the terpyridine segment
has been reasonably improved by incorporation of F, Cl,
Br, and I (2–5), while the presence of CF3 and CN (systems
6 and 7) have significantly enhanced the optical nonlinear-
ity.

In our compounds, the direction of the dipole moment
is along the z axis, βvec, is defined in Equation (3).

βvec = �
i

µiβi/|µ| i = x,y,z (3)

where βi = (3/5)Σj = x,y,z βijj

The computed βvec values with their individual compo-
nents for systems 1–7 are shown in Table 4. There are seven
components of the second-order polarizability as a result
of the C2v symmetry. As we have mentioned that the βzzz

component has the largest value, the major share of the
second-order polarizability is the βzzz component, and the
major charge transfer is also along the z direction. All the
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systems (2–7) have larger second-order polarizability than
system 1 as shown in Table 4, which indicates that all the
studied systems have an excellent second-order NLO re-
sponse.

Table 4. The computed static second-order polarizabilities and their
individual components (1 �10–30 esu) for systems 1–7.

System βzzz βyyz βxxz βyzy βzyy βxzx βzxx βvec

1 1444.80 1.87 30.72 1.87 1.87 30.72 30.72 886.55
2 1971.50 1.90 75.03 1.90 1.90 75.03 75.03 1229.21
3 2037.20 1.68 72.24 1.68 1.68 72.24 72.24 1266.79
4 2079.90 2.16 72.10 2.16 2.16 72.10 72.10 1292.63
5 2084.90 1.76 66.32 1.76 1.76 66.32 66.32 1291.93
6 3457.50 2.60 303.38 2.60 2.60 303.38 303.38 2258.32
7 6028.10 3.34 1672.60 3.34 3.34 1672.60 1672.60 4622.92

The computed βvec values of the studied systems show
that the NLO response is in the following order: 7 � 6 � 5
≈ 4 � 3 � 2 � 1. The βzzz component of system 7 has the
highest value, as it shows the largest βvec among systems
1–7. However, in our systems the accepting ability of the
terpyridine ligand has been enhanced by incorporation of
various electron-withdrawing groups, which help to increase
the optical nonlinearity in such types of organic–inorganic
hybrid compounds.

In system 7, the two CF3 groups at the lateral terminal
position and the CN group at the endmost terminals of the
terpyridine enhance the withdrawing ability of the terpyrid-
ine segment, so the βvec value increases from 886.55 �
10–30 esu (system 1) to 4622.92� 10–30 esu (system 7). Sys-
tem 7 offers maximal NLO response among all seven sys-
tems by establishing a D-bridge-A configuration, which
also indicates that the POM acts as a donor in our all
studied systems. The degree of charge transfer and the syn-
ergistic effect between the POM (D) and the terpyridine
ligand have been strongly enhanced by introduction of dif-
ferent electron acceptors by various ways, particularly
through the increased strength of the electron acceptor.
Most importantly, for our studied organic–inorganic hybrid
materials, nonlinearity has been appealingly improved by
the introduction of the CF3 and CN simultaneously, which
is helpful in enhancing the degree of charge transfer by
decreasing the excited state energy, which leads to a remark-
able increase in the first hyperpolarizability (see Figure 3
and Table 3).

Oudar and Chemla[31] formulated a simple link between
molecular hyperpolarizability and electronic transition in
low-lying crucial excited states. On the basis of the complex
sum-over-states (SOS) expression, the paradigm two-level
model can be defined by Equation (4).

(4)

In Equation (4), ∆µge is the dipole moment between the
ground state (g) and the excited state (e), fos is the oscillator
strength, and ∆Ege is the transition energy. These factors
(∆µge, fos, and ∆Ege) are closely related with each other and
governed by choice/strength of donor/acceptor along with
conjugated bridge. The most favorable combination of these

Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3466–3472 © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim www.eurjic.org 3469

factors can provide a larger β value. On the basis of this
rule in the above model, we have designed different func-
tionalized terpyridine derivatives of hexamolybdate systems
by introducing different acceptors at the end of the terpyr-
idine ligand. Overall, for our studied systems, low excitation
energy along with high oscillator strength are the decisive
factors to improve nonlinearity. The redshift of the absorp-
tion band indicates the substitution of the acceptor, which
is much pronounced in system 7. The excitation energy of
system 7 is 1.04 eV, while that of system 2 is 2.25 eV, which
indicates that a low-lying transition energy is a decisive fac-
tor towards enhanced NLO response in system 7. Clearly,
the excitation energy will tend to make a dominant contri-
bution to the βvec values of the studied compounds, as we
have already illustrated that the β value is directly pro-
portional to oscillator strength and inversely proportional
to the transition energy.

In short, the large βvec values come from the strong oscil-
lator strength and small transition energy as shown in
Table 3. The NLO response of systems 1–7 follows the or-
der 7 � 6 � 5 ≈ 4 � 3 � 2 � 1, and it is obvious that
system 7 offers the maximum β value by establishing a D-
bridge-A configuration. It is also clear that substitution of
a strong electron acceptor has a majestic influence on the
second-order NLO properties in our studied systems. From
these results, it can be concluded that incorporation of elec-
tron-acceptor groups at the end of the terpyridine ligand is
helpful in enhancing nonlinearity and of course the β value
as well. Therefore, larger βvec values are generated, as elec-
tron transition occurs from the POM cluster to the terpyr-
idine segment along the z axis.

It is generally believed that the low-lying HOMO–
LUMO energy gap might enhance molecular second-order
NLO properties. The HOMO–LUMO energy gaps of sys-
tems 1–7 decrease in the following order: 1 � 2 � 3 ≈ 4 ≈
5 � 6 � 7, while the NLO response increases accordingly
as follows: 1 � 2 � 3 � 4 ≈ 5 � 6 � 7. Moreover, it can
be seen from Figure 4 that the HOMO–LUMO energy gap
of system 7 has a minimal value of 0.17 eV, which supports
its highest nonlinearity in our studied systems; the incorpo-
ration of electron acceptors (F, Cl, Br, I, CF3, and CN) are
vital determinants for the larger β value. These POM-based
organic–inorganic hybrid compounds can become an excel-
lent kind of material in the second-order NLO field. The
electron-acceptor in the terpyridine segment enhances the
first hyperpolarizability, as the POM cluster acts as a donor
and the terpyridine ligand acts as an acceptor in all the
studied systems 1–7 (Figure 5).

On the basis of systems 1–7, we were also inspired to
probe into the following questions. First, all the systems
have been optimized under the C2v symmetry constraint; is
there any role of torsion of the terpyridine ligand in mod-
ifying the charge-transfer? Second, what is the role of CF3

and CN at the end of the terpyridine ligand individually?
In order to answer these questions, we investigated the be-
havior of the terpyridine ligand by optimizing the crystal
system (1a) with original torsion (crystal system having no
symmetry: C1) as illustrated in Figures 1 and 6. We found
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Figure 4. Molecular orbital energy diagram, βvec � 10–30 esu, and
HOMO–LUMO energy gaps of systems 1–7.

Figure 5. An incremental boost in NLO response (β � 10–30 esu)
from systems 1 to 7.

that, even with the torsion of the terpyridine ligand as in
system 1a, the direction of charge transfer was from the
POM cluster to the terpyridine ligand, that is, HOMO �
LUMO+6 and HOMO–5 � LUMO+3, as shown in Fig-
ure 6 and Table 5. The βvec value of system 1a is calculated
to be 926.72� 10–30 esu, which is comparable with the β
value of system 1 (system with C2v symmetry), calculated
to be 886.55 � 10–30 esu.

To further study the individual role of CF3 and CN, we
also calculated systems 7a and 7b, as shown in Figures 1
and 6. On substituting CF3 (system 7a) on both terminal
positions R and R1, the βvec value was computed to be
3060.89�10–30 esu, while on substituting CN (system 7b),
the βvec value was calculated to be 3965.15� 10–30 esu (see
Tables 5 and 6). From this it is clear to see that CN has
more influence on enhancing NLO response as compared
to CF3, as shown in Table 6. Therefore, we may say that
system 7 has the synergetic effect of the two substituents
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Figure 6. The frontier molecular orbitals of systems 1a, 7a, and 7b
involved in the dominant electron transitions.

Table 5. Excitation energy (E in eV), oscillator strengths (ƒ), sym-
metry (S), transition moment (Mz

gm in a.u.),[a] and corresponding
dominant MO transitions of systems 1a, 7a, and 7b.

System E ƒ S Mz
gm MO transition

1a 2.35 0.554 A1 3.099[b] HOMO � LUMO+6 (45%)
(Torsion) HOMO–5 � LUMO+3 (32%)
7a 2.08 0.413 A1 2.842 HOMO � LUMO+4 (46%)
(CF3–CF3) HOMO–4 � LUMO+4 (43%)
7b 1.01 0.373 A1 3.889 HOMO � LUMO+2 (87%)
(CN–CN) HOMO � LUMO+1 (6%)

[a] Under C2v symmetry constraint systems 7a and 7b have the
maximum value of Mz

gm. [b] Mx
gm = 3.099 for system 1a (with

torsion, no symmetry).

(CF3 and CN) towards the maximal NLO value as com-
pared to all the studied systems. The simultaneous presence
of CN at the terminal position and CF3 at the lateral ter-
minal position of the end terpyridine ligand has produced
the βvec value figured out to be 4622.92�10–30 esu (system
7).

Table 6. The computed static second-order polarizabilities and their
individual components (1�10–30 esu) for systems 1a, 7a, and 7b.

System βzzz βyyz βxxz βyzy βzyy βxzx βzxx βvec

1a 1511.10[a] – – – – – – 926.72
(Torsion)
7a 4186.40 2.76 911.86 2.76 2.76 911.86 911.86 3060.89
(CF3–CF3)
7b 4751.10 3.35 1853.50 3.35 2.16 3.35 1853.50 3965.15
(CN–CN)

[a] The tensor βyyy has a maximum value computed to be
1511.10�10–30 because of no symmetry (with torsion).
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In a few words, the small variations in the initial configu-
ration of our studied system 1 have produced large varia-
tions in the long-term behavior of system 7. So, the butter-
fly effect in quantum mechanics may encapsulate this idea,
which leads to a remarkable increase in NLO response from
886.55� 10–30 esu (system 1) to 4622.92 �10–30 esu (system
7).

Conclusions

We have successfully designed different molecular sys-
tems with significantly large molecular static second-order
polarizability, particularly system 7 with a remarkably large
NLO response, computed to be 4622.92 �10–30 esu, which
is more than 5.2 times that of system 1. The presence of
halogens (F, Cl, Br, or I) at the end of the terpyridine ligand
has a considerably large effect on the β value, whereas the
simultaneous existence of CF3 and CN at the end of the
terpyridine segment has a very large effect on the second-
order molecular response. Moreover, the direction of charge
transfer from POM to terpyridine ligand is a vital determi-
nant in designing highly efficient second-order NLO materi-
als. Interestingly, the electron-accepting property of the
POM cluster has been changed in presence of a π-conjuga-
tion bridge and a terpyridine segment: the POM turned out
be a donor and the terpyridine ligand acts as an acceptor
in our all studied systems. These small changes made by
incorporation of different acceptors in our studied systems
have proven to have a disproportionately huge effect on
NLO response, the so-called “butterfly effect” illustrates
this point nicely. The present investigation provides impor-
tant insight into the attractively large NLO properties of
terpyridine-substituted hexamolybdates. This work may
help experimentalists in designing remarkably large-second-
order-NLO materials.

Experimental Section
Methodology

The DFT calculations were carried out by using the ADF2006.01
suite of programs.[32] The zero-order regular approximation
(ZORA) was adopted in all the calculations to account for scalar
relativistic effects.[33] The generalized-gradient approximation
(GGA) was employed in the geometry optimizations by using the
Beck[34] and Perdew[35] (BP86) exchange-correlation (XC) func-
tional. For the calculations, we made use of the standard ADF
TZP basis set, which is a triple-ζ plus polarization STO basis set.
Triple-ζ plus polarization basis sets were used to describe the val-
ence electrons of all atoms, whereas for the transition-metal molyb-
denum atom, a frozen core composed of 1s to 3spd shells was de-
scribed by means of single Slater functions. In calculations of the
polarizability, second-order polarizability, and excitation, the
RESPONSE and EXCITATION modules[36] implemented in the
ADF program were used on the basis of optimized geometries. The
van Leeuwen–Baerends XC potential (LB94) was chosen for calcu-
lations of all the response properties.[37] The reliability of the LB94
potential to calculate polarizabilities and hyperpolarizabilities has
already been proven and well-documented.[38–40] The adiabatic lo-
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cal density approximation (ALDA) was applied for the evaluation
of the first and second functional derivatives of the XC potential.
Moreover, the value of the numerical integration parameter used
to determine the precision of numerical integrals was 6.0. The func-
tional and basis set choices for our studied organic–inorganic hy-
brid compounds were based on the research work that has already
been reported.[41,42]
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The dimeric, zirconium-sandwiching compound K4H6[Zr4-
(OH)6(CH3COO)2(α-PW10O37)2]·23H2O (1) was obtained by
the reaction of lacunary [PW11O39]7– and ZrCl4 in a 1 M potas-
sium acetate buffer. It was characterized by elemental and
thermogravimetric analysis, X-ray crystallography, solution

Introduction

Polyoxometalates (POMs) are discrete molecular metal–
oxo clusters with structural and compositional diversities
and unique physicochemical properties that have a multi-
tude of potential applications in many different areas.[1]

Grafting or incorporating organometallic groups, lantha-
nides, or transition metals into the polyanion framework
leads to large numbers of functionalized POM derivatives.
Among them, the transition-metal-sandwiching POMs con-
stitute one of the largest subclasses in this field. Moreover,
in the transition-metal family, zirconium and hafnium com-
pounds, including their oxides, have unique chemical and
physical properties leading to their applications as, for ex-
ample, oxygen sensors, fuel cells, catalysts, and catalyst sup-
ports.[2] In particular, they are very useful Lewis acid cata-
lysts.[3] However, relative to those of other families of transi-
tion metals, the zirconium- or hafnium-based POMs are
still less explored, so their synthesis attracts more and more
interest in the field of POM chemistry.

There were few well-characterized zirconium-containing
POMs decades ago. In 1989, the first example of the zirco-
nium-sandwiching POM, a trinuclear zirconium-containing
Knoth type sandwich silicotungstate, [Zr3(µ2-OH)3(A-β-
SiW9O34)2]11–, was reported by Finke and co-workers.[4a] In
recent years, there has been a dramatic advance in studies
on various types of zirconium complexes in combination
with several POMs, including zirconium-containing POMs
with structures of the Keggin,[4b–4g] Wells–Dawson,[5] and
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183W NMR, FTIR, and UV spectroscopy, and cyclic voltamme-
try (CV). All the studies indicate that compound 1 is stable
both in the solid state and in solution. The cyclic voltammo-
grams indicate good electrocatalytic activity in the reduction
of nitrite.

Lindqvist type.[6] However, zirconium-sandwiching POMs
functionalized with organic ligands are still rare. Recently,
Hill and co-workers reported chiral zirconium-containing
Wells–Dawson type POMs functionalized with enantiomer-
ically pure dicarboxylates such as tartrate and malate.[7] In
our work, by utilizing ZrCl4 and monolacunary Keggin
polyoxotungstates, K7[PW11O39], we successfully prepared
an acetate-functionalized, tetranuclear, zirconium(IV)-
sandwiching POM complex K4H6[Zr4(OH)6(CH3COO)2(α-
PW10O37)2]·23H2O (1), which consists of two dilacunary [α-
PW10O37]8– and a central tetranuclear [Zr4(OH)6-
(CH3COO)2] cluster. Compound 1 is stable in solution be-
tween pH 0 and 8.5. Herein we report the synthesis, molec-
ular structure, and spectroscopic characterization of 1 in
detail.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis and Stabilization

The formation of the polyoxoanion in 1 can be repre-
sented by Equation (1).

4Zr4+ + 2[α-PW11O39]7–+ 2CH3COO– + 10H2O �
2WO4

2– + 14H+ + [Zr4(OH)6(CH3COO)2(α-PW10O37)2]10– (1)

In this experiment, we used monolacunary polyoxotung-
state K7[PW11O39] as precursor; however, it disassembled to
dilacunary [α-PW10O37]8– during the reaction. This could
be explained by a POMs self-assembly mechanism.[8,9]

Interestingly, the CH3COOH/CH3COO– solution both acts
as buffer and affords CH3COO– functionalized ligands.
Moreover, as reported by Kortz et al., when the ratio of
Zr4+ to POM precursor is changed from about 4:1 to 8:1,
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the resulting product changes from tetranuclear to hexa-
nuclear zirconium-sandwiching POM.[4f] However, in our
study, we changed this ratio from 4:1 to 6:1, and from 8:1
to 10:1, but the product was still 1. Therefore, in our experi-
ment, the increase in Zr4+ concentration does not seem to
change the product of the reaction, which shows that 1 is
stable in solution and also has a loose synthetic restriction.

To further investigate the stability of compound 1 in
aqueous solution, in situ UV spectroscopic measurements
of 1 (4� 10–4 mol L–1) were performed in aqueous solution.
The UV spectra of 1 in aqueous solution all display similar
absorption peaks at 252 nm between pH values of 0 and
8.5; however, the absorption begins to decrease at pH = 9
(Figure S5). Moreover, the UV spectrum of 1 in aqueous
solution was also monitored from 0 d to 28 d, and the spec-
tra all displayed one absorption peak, no obvious change
being observed in four weeks (Figure S4). These results
show that the aqueous solution of 1 is stable at pH 0–8.5
for at least four weeks.

Description of the Crystal Structure

X-ray crystallography of 1 reveals that the polyoxoanion
framework of 1 crystallizes in the triclinic space group C2v.
Compound 1 is constructed from two dilacunary [α-
PW10O37]8– subunits linked by a Zr4(OH)6(CH3COO)2 cen-
tral cluster, leading to a sandwich-type structure (Figure 1).
During the reaction, the monolacunary polyoxotungstate
K7[PW11O39] precursor disassembles to dilacunary [α-
PW10O37]8–, and all of the bond lengths and angles of the
molecular structure in [α-PW10O37]8– are within the normal
ranges and consistent with those described in the litera-
ture.[4c,4e,10] Each Zr4+ center is seven-coordinate and de-
fined by three µ2-OH ligands, three oxygen atoms from
[α-PW10O37]9–, and one oxygen atom from the CH3COO–

ligand. It displays a distorted monocapped trigonal-pris-
matic coordination geometry. Four Zr centers are con-
nected by µ2-OH and functionalized CH3COO– ligands to
form a new tetranuclear cyclic cluster [Zr4(OH)6(CH3-
COO)2] (Figure 2), which constitutes the whole poly-
oxoanion framework of 1 with two [α-PW10O37]8– subunits.
The cyclic structure of the [Zr4] core in 1 differs from the
adamantane-type structure and the rhombus-like structure
observed in two other tetranuclear zirconium-substituted
polyoxotungstates reported by Mizuno and co-workers and
Xue and co-workers.[10b,4g] As the shape of the central clus-
ter, the connection of the ligands, the coordination number
of the Zr centers, and the protonation of bridged oxygen
ligands are all different from each other. The Zr–O bond
lengths range from 2.100 to 2.205 (Zr–Obridged), 2.236 to
2.258 (Zr–Oc), and 2.091 to 2.158 (Zr–Ow) Å. The Zr–O–
Zr angles range from 105.8(6) to 146.6(6)°, and the Zr···Zr
separations range from 3.481 to 3.510 Å (Table S1 in the
Supporting Information). The bridged ligands CH3COO–

are undoubtedly connected to the Zr centers and stabilize
the central [Zr4(OH)6(CH3COO)2] core. This further en-
hances the stabilization of the molecular structure. In ad-
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dition, since 1 was synthesized under acidic conditions, it is
common in POMs that six protons are used to balance the
charge of 1.

Figure 1. Main structural unit of 1; octahedra: WO6; tetrahedra:
PO4; large spheres: Zr; small spheres: O.

Figure 2. The connection modes of Zr in 1.

The bond valence sum (BVS)[11] values of zirconium,
tungsten, and phosphorus indicate that the respective val-
ences are +4, +6, and +5. Notably, the BVS values of the
six bridged oxygen atoms in the central cluster (O14, O27,
O31, O37, O49, O52) are 0.990–1.201, suggesting that all
these bridged oxygen atoms are monoprotonated. It has
been reported that the protonated oxygen atoms play an
important role in POMs-based catalysts.[12] Therefore, for
compound 1, the loose synthetic restriction, stabilization in
solution, and large numbers of protonated bridged oxygen
atoms are advantages for prospective catalytic applications.

FTIR Spectroscopy and Thermogravimetric Analysis

The IR spectrum of 1 (Figure S2) shows the characteris-
tic bands of the Keggin POM framework at 1065, 1038,
949, 779, 663 cm–1; all correspond to the peaks of the heter-
opoly complex of the Keggin structure previously re-
ported.[13] The resonances at 1541 and 1419 cm–1 are as-
signed to the νas(C=O) and νas(C–O) stretching vibrations
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of the CH3COO– ligands.[14] These results suggest that the
CH3COO– ligands are coordinated to the Zr cations by me-
ans of the carboxyl oxygen atoms. The IR spectral results
are in good agreement with the X-ray single-crystal struc-
tural analyses. Thermogravimetric (TG) measurements of 1
also supported its chemical composition (see Figure S3 in
the Supporting Information). The TG curve of 1 shows a
total weight loss of 8.65% in the range 20–460 °C, which
agrees with the calculated value of 8.71% (Figure S1). The
weight loss of 7.06% at 20–235 °C corresponds to the loss
of 23 lattice and coordinated water molecules (calcd.
6.78%). The weight loss of 1.59% at 200–460 °C is due to
the removal of two acetate ligands (calcd. 1.93%). Between
460–610 °C, a gradual decomposition of 1 is observed, and
no weight loss is observed at temperatures higher than
610 °C.

Solution 183W NMR Spectrum

The crystallographic results show that, because of coor-
dination with the Zr4 cluster, the ten WO6 octahedra are
divided into six kinds according to the ratio 1:2:2:2:1:2. The
183W NMR spectrum of 1 in D2O (Figure 3) shows a six-
line spectrum with peaks at –166.7 (1 W� 2), –159.4
(2 W �2), –152.1 (2 W �2), –130.6 (2 W�2), –116.6
(1 W�2), and –112.4 (2 W� 2) ppm, in which the inte-
grated intensities and the peak positions are all in accord
with the coordination environment of tungsten atoms in the
POM framework [α-PW10O37]9–. Thus, obviously, the mo-
lecular structure of 1 in the solid state is maintained in solu-
tion. The results of 183W NMR spectroscopic studies fur-
ther confirm the stabilization of 1 in solution.

Figure 3. 183W NMR spectrum of 1 in D2O at room temperature.

Electrochemistry

The electrochemical behavior and the electrocatalytic
properties for the NO2

– salt of 1 were studied in a solution
of 0.5  H2SO4 + 0.5  Na2SO4 in the potential range +200
to –1000 mV (scan rate: 100 mVs–1, Figure 4). There exist
two reversible redox waves with midpoint potentials (Emid)
of –632 (II–II�) and –775 (III–III�) mV, where Emid = (Epc

+ Epa)/2, Epc and Epa being the cathodic and anodic peak
potentials, respectively. The redox peaks II–II� and III–III�
should be ascribed to the two consecutive two-electron pro-
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cesses of W centers.[15,1b] In addition, the irreversible anodic
peak I with a potential of –357 mV is assigned to the elec-
trochemical signature of the Zrcore subunit,[10a] and its cath-
odic counterpart may be embedded in the reduction peak
of W due to weakness of its signal.[16]

Figure 4. Cyclic voltammogram of 1.0 m solutions of 1 in 0.5 
H2SO4 + 0.5  Na2SO4 at scan rates of 100 mV s–1; the working
electrode was glassy carbon, and the reference electrode was Ag/
AgCl.

Catalytic reduction of NOx species, especially of nitrite,
by POMs, has become a classical test for their electrocata-
lytic activity. The electrocatalytic reduction of nitrate re-
mains a challenge in the NOx series, because a complete
process requires several electrons. Therefore, electrocatalytic
reduction of NO2

– by 1 constitutes a further step in the
investigation of its electrocatalytic activity. We found that 1
displays a notable electrocatalytic activity in the reduction
of nitrite (Figure 5). On addition of NO2

–, all the reduction
peak currents increase, and the corresponding oxidation
peak currents decrease dramatically, which indicates that
both of the reduced species show electrocatalytic activities
toward the reduction of nitrite. In comparison, no re-
duction of nitrate took place on the glassy carbon electrode
in the absence of 1.

Figure 5. Cyclic voltammograms of 1 (1.0 m) in the 0.5  H2SO4/
Na2SO4 solution containing (a) 0, (b) 5, (c) 10, (d) 12, and (e)
15 m NaNO2. Scan rate: 100 mVs–1; the working electrode was
glassy carbon, and the reference electrode was Ag/AgCl.
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Conclusions

We synthesized and structurally characterized an acetate-
functionalized zirconium-containing POM K4H6[Zr4(OH)6-
(CH3COO)2(PW10O37)2]·23H2O (1). As shown by UV/Vis
and 183W NMR spectroscopy, 1 is stable over a wide pH
range, and the stabilization of a solution of 1 can last for a
long time. Examinations of cyclic voltammograms show an
electrochemical signature for the Zrcore subunit and display
electrocatalytic activity toward the reduction of nitrite.
Furthermore, large numbers of protonated oxygen atoms
are observed in the structure of the molecule, which is an
important feature for prospective catalytic applications. In
our next study, we will try to obtain new zirconium-con-
taining complexes based on other kinds of vacant POMs
and explore the catalytic applications of these complexes.

Experimental Section
Materials, Methods, and Instrumentation: The lacunary POM pre-
cursor K7[PW11039] was synthesized according to the published lit-
erature,[17] and its purity was determined by IR spectroscopy. All
other reagents were readily available from commercial sources and
used as received without further purification. The IR spectra in
KBr pellets were recorded in the range 400–4000 cm–1 with an Al-
pha Centaur FTIR spectrophotometer. Elemental analyses (C, H
and N) were performed with a Perkin–Elmer 2400 CHN Elemental
Analyzer. K, P, Zr, and W were determined with a PLASMASPEC
(I) ICP atomic emission spectrometer. Thermogravimetric analysis
was carried out by using a Perkin–Elmer TGA7 instrument, with
a heating rate of 10 °C/min, under a nitrogen atmosphere. UV/Vis
absorption spectra were obtained by using a 752 PC UV/Vis spec-
trophotometer. The 183W NMR spectra were measured with an
Avance-400 Bruker NMR spectrometers at an operating frequency
of 16.66 MHz, with a 2.5 kHz sweep width, 50 s pulse width, and
5 s pulse delay, NS 58256, LB 10.00 Hz. Electrochemical measure-
ments were performed with a CHI660B electrochemical work-
station (Chenhua Instruments Co., Shanghai, China). A three-elec-
trode system was employed in this study. The glassy carbon elec-
trode (d = 3 mm) was used as a working electrode, the Ag/AgCl
electrode as a reference electrode, and the Pt coil as a counterelec-
trode. All potentials were measured and reported vs. Ag/AgCl. All
the experiments were conducted at ambient temperature (25–
30 °C).

K4H6[Zr4(OH)6(CH3COO)2(α-PW10O37)2]·23H2O (1): To a
CH3COOH/CH3COOK buffer (20 mL, 1 , pH 4.8) was added
ZrCl4 (0.48 g, 1.02 mmol). After complete dissolution,
K7[PW11O39] (0.7 g, 0.24 mmol) was added. The solution was
stirred for 1 h at 50 °C. Then it was cooled to room temperature
and filtered. Evaporation of the solvent at room temperature re-
sulted in needlelike colorless crystals of compound 1 after two
weeks (yield 63% based on W). C4H64K4O107P2W20Zr4 (6084.71):
calcd. C 0.81, H 1.09, K 2.59, P 1.03, W 60.40, Zr 5.98; found C
0.86, H 1.06, K 2.51, P 0.99, W 60.53, Zr 6.07.

X-ray Structure Analysis: Single-crystal X-ray diffractometry was
conducted with a Bruker Smart Apex CCD diffractometer with
Mo-Kα monochromated radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å) at room tem-
perature. The linear absorption coefficients, scattering factors for
the atoms, and the anomalous dispersion corrections were taken
from ref.[18] Empirical absorption corrections were applied. The
structure was solved by the direct method and refined by the full-
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matrix least-squares method on F2 by using the SHELXS-97 pro-
gram[19]. Anisotropic thermal parameters were used to refine all
non-hydrogen atoms except for some oxygen atoms. Those hydro-
gen atoms attached to lattice water molecules were not located. The
composition and formula of 1 containing four potassium counteri-
ons and 23 hydrated water molecules were determined by complete
elemental analysis and TG/DTA analysis. Through X-ray crystal-
lography of the polyoxoanion in 1, all four potassium cations and
20 hydrated water molecules per formula unit were identified un-
ambiguously, but three hydrated water molecules were not deter-
mined because of disorder. The largest residual electron density was
located less than 1.0 Å from the W addenda atoms and was most
likely due to an imperfect absorption correction often encountered
in the solution and refinement of polyoxotungstate structures. An-
isotropic thermal parameters were used to refine all non-hydrogen
atoms except for oxygen atoms O3, O4, O8, O12, O21, O28, O41,
O52, and O58, which were refined by using isotropic thermal pa-
rameters. CCDC-753608 contains the supplementary crystallo-
graphic data for this paper. These data can be obtained free of
charge from The Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via
www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif. The crystal data and struc-
ture refinement results of 1 are summarized in Table 1; selected
bond lengths (in Å) and angles (in °) are given in Table S1.

Table 1. Crystal data and structural refinement for compound 1.[a]

Formula H44C4K4O103P2W20Zr4

Formula weight /gmol–1 5972.06
T /K 296 (2)
Wavelength /Å 0.71073
Crystal system Triclinic
Space group P1̄
a /Å 13.1561 (8)
b /Å 20.2527 (13)
c /Å 23.4140 (15)
α /° 106.2950 (10)
β /° 105.4350 (10)
γ /° 94.6460 (10)
V /Å3 5689.7 (6)
Z 2
Dcalc /Mgm–3 3.490
µ /mm–1 20.751
F(000) 5217.6
Crystal size /mm 0.205� 0.172 � 0.138
Goodness-of-fit on F2 1.014
Final R indices [I�2σ(I)] R1 = 0.0755, wR2 = 0.1939
R indices (all data) R1 = 0.0991, wR2 = 0.2077

[a] R1 = ∑||Fo| – |Fc||/∑|Fo|, wR2 = {∑[w(Fo
2 – Fc

2)2]/∑[w(Fo
2)2]}1/2.

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): Additional structural view of 1, IR spectrum, TG curve, UV
spectra, and selected bond lengths and bond angles in 1.
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Rare-earth(III) complexes of the general formula [RE{(Hsal)3-
tren}2](CF3SO3)3·nCH3CN, where RE is Eu (1), Gd (2), and Tb
(3), and (Hsal)3tren is tris[2-(salicylideneimino)ethyl]amine,
have been synthesized and structurally characterized. X-ray
crystallographic studies show that the rare-earth(III) center
is coordinated by six oxygen atoms that belong to the
phenolato groups of two (Hsal)3tren ligand molecules to give
an unusual hexacoordinate geometry. The molecular struc-
ture is stabilized by strong intramolecular interactions estab-

Introduction

In recent years, significant efforts have been made to de-
sign polydentate ligands for the coordination of rare-ear-
th(III) ions.[1–4] These studies have been motivated by nu-
merous applications of rare-earth(III) complexes in medi-
cine,[5,6] catalysis,[7] materials science,[8,9] and molecular
magnetism.[10] In particular, rare-earth(III) complexes with
heptadentate tripodal Schiff base ligands have attracted
considerable interest due to their potential application as
magnetic resonance contrast agents.[11–21] A range of com-
plexes have been prepared by template condensation of
tris(2-aminoethyl)amine with various ring-substituted sali-
cylaldehydes in the presence of different rare-earth(III)
salts.[13,15–21] These complexes are seven-coordinate and
they are remarkably stable toward air and moisture, appar-
ently due to the efficient encapsulation of the rare-earth(III)
ion in the N4O3 cavity of the Schiff base ligand. When the
complexes are prepared from nonsubstituted salicylalde-
hyde and a rare-earth(III) salt containing a monodentate,
poorly coordinating anion, such as Cl–, similar species are
formed.[15,20,22] However, these species are labile and lose
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lished between the hydrogen atoms located on the three
imino nitrogen atoms and the deprotonated phenol oxygen
atoms of each ligand. Luminescence studies have indicated
the presence of efficient nonradiative deactivation pathways
in 1–3, and only a weak ligand emission was observed (λexc

= 275 nm, λem = 545 nm) in all cases. Temperature-dependent
magnetic susceptibility studies have shown that crystal field
effects are dominant for complex 3, whilst small antiferro-
magnetic interactions have been observed in 2.

the ligand in solvents that have strong donor properties.[15]

Attempts to isolate rare-earth(III) complexes of tris[2-(sali-
cylideneimino)ethyl]amine and (Hsal)3tren (Figure 1) by di-
rect reaction with rare-earth(III) nitrates have shown that
the absence of base favors the formation of nine-coordinate
[RE{(Hsal)3tren}(NO3)3] species, whereas, in the presence
of base, heptacoordinate species of the type [RE{(sal)3-
tren}] are formed.[15] During our studies on the synthesis of
a series of rare-earth(III) complexes with Schiff base li-
gands, we have observed that the reaction of the free ligand
(Hsal)3tren with RE(CF3SO3)3·nH2O (RE = Eu, Gd, Tb),
both in the presence and absence of tetrabutylammonium
hydroxide, led to the hexacoordinate complexes [RE{(Hsal)3-
tren}2](CF3SO3)3·nCH3CN [RE = Eu (1), Gd (2) and Tb
(3); n = 0.5 or 1.5]. In this paper, we describe the synthesis,
crystal structure, and properties of complexes 1–3.
Scheme 1 illustrates the anion effect on the type of the com-
plexes obtained by the reaction of (Hsal)3tren with a variety
of rare-earth(III) salts.

Figure 1. Structure of the ligand tris[2-(salicylideneimino)ethyl]-
amine.
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Scheme 1. Anion effect on the type of mononuclear rare-earth(III) complexes of the (Hsal)3tren ligand.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis and Spectroscopic Characterization

The reaction of RE(CF3SO3)3·6H2O (RE = Eu, Tb, Gd)
with (Hsal)3tren in a molar ratio of 1:1 in acetonitrile leads
to the isolation of the complexes [RE{(Hsal)3tren}2]-
(CF3SO3)3·nCH3CN (n = 0.5 or 1.5) as microcrystalline sol-
ids, which is confirmed by elemental analysis and crystallo-
graphic studies. The IR spectra of 1 and 3 are almost iden-
tical; however, all the bands are slightly shifted (1–3 cm–1)
in that of 2. The broad band for the weak O–H stretching
vibration of the ligand at approximately 3005 cm–1 is re-
placed by a band at about 3490 cm–1 in 1–3, due to the N–
H vibration of C=N+–H moiety in the complexes. This
band indicates that a hydrogen atom is still involved in in-
tramolecular hydrogen bonding with the phenolic oxygen.
All complexes show the typical four-band pattern of Schiff
base ligands (1648–1477 cm–1). The characteristic νS=O vi-
brations of the ionic triflate ions are observed at approxi-
mately 1260 cm–1. Positive ion electrospray mass spectro-
metric analysis of 1–3 in acetonitrile/water gave ion molecu-
lar peaks corresponding to the fragments [RE{(sal)3tren} +
H]+ and [RE{(Hsal)3tren}(H2O)3(CF3SO3)2]+. The UV/Vis
absorption spectrum of the ligand shows characteristic
bands at 276, 342 and 425 nm. The spectral features ob-
served for 1–3 are similar to those observed for the corre-
sponding ligand. Excitation in the UV absorption bands
(π�π* and n�π*) of the free ligand does not result in an
observable rare-earth(III)-based emission in 1–3. This result
points to the presence of efficient nonradiative deactivation
pathways in the complexes. A weak ligand emission was
observed (λexc = 275 nm, λem = 545 nm).

Crystallographic Studies

X-ray crystallographic studies reveal that complexes 1
and 3 crystallize in the monoclinic space group P 21/n, and
complex 2 crystallizes in the rhombohedral space group R3̄.
In all cases, the potentially heptadentate tripodal ligand,
(Hsal)3tren, acts as a tridentate ligand with the rare-ear-
th(III) ion surrounded by six oxygen atoms that belong to
the phenolato groups of two ligand molecules. A perspec-
tive drawing of the complex cation, [Eu{(Hsal)3tren}2]3+, of
1 is shown in Figure 2. The coordination geometry around
the rare-earth(III) ion can be described as slightly distorted
octahedral. The mean value of the RE–Ophenoxo distances
(2.267, 2.274, and 2.271 Å for 1, 2, and 3, respectively) is in
the range of those observed for rare-earth(III) complexes
with similar Schiff base ligands.[11,13,15,18,19] The average
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carbon–nitrogen bond lengths for the imino group is 1.296,
1.290, and 1.289 Å for 1, 2, and 3, respectively, in agreement
with the C=N distance.[13,15,19] Hydrogen atoms located on
the three imino nitrogen atoms of each ligand are involved
in intramolecular hydrogen bonds with the deprotonated
phenol oxygen atoms, indicating that a proton migration is
involved during coordination, which is similar to other re-
ports on Schiff base rare-earth(III) complexes (1: av. N···O
= 2.674 Å, N–H···O = 131.5°; 2: av. N···O = 2.80 Å, N–H···
O = 131.9°; 3: av. N···O = 2.672 Å, N–H···O = 131.3°).[13,31]

The shortest intermolecular distances between the rare-ear-
th(III) ions are 12.783, 10.348, and 13.253 Å for 1, 2, and
3, respectively (Table 1).

Figure 2. Molecular structure of the complex cation [Eu{(Hsal)3-
tren}2]3+ in 1. Hydrogen atoms not involved in hydrogen bonds
were omitted for clarity.

Temperature-Dependent Magnetic Susceptibility and EPR
Studies

Temperature-dependent magnetic susceptibility data of
compacted polycrystalline samples of 2 and 3 have been
measured in the 2-300 K temperature range in a 0.1 T mag-
netic field (Figure 3). GdIII has a 8S7/2 ground state that is
located at some 104 cm–1 below the first excited state and
is not perturbed by crystal field effects.[32] Therefore, the
7.80 cm3 K mol–1 value of χMT observed at 300 K for 2 cor-
responds to the value expected for one GdIII ion
(7.88 cm3 Kmol–1). The χMT value remains almost constant
until 100 K, and then it decreases gradually reaching a
value of 3.43 cm3 Kmol–1 at 4 K (Figure 3). The tempera-
ture dependence of χM

–1 obeys the Curie–Weiss law, χM =
C/(T – θ), over the whole temperature range with C =
7.91 cm3 Kmol–1 and θ = –5.5. The small negative value of
the paramagnetic Curie–Weiss temperature can be attrib-
uted to the zero-field-splitting of the GdIII ion as well as to
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Table 1. Selected bond lengths and angles for [RE{(Hsal)3tren}2]-
(CF3SO3)3·nCH3CN.

Bond lengths / Å Bond angles / °

Compound 1

Eu1–O2 2.250(4) O2–Eu1–O5 99.23(13)
Eu1–O5 2.250(4) O2–Eu1–O1 85.95(14)
Eu1–O1 2.268(3) O5–Eu1–O1 89.75(14)
Eu1–O6 2.274(4) O2–Eu1–O6 171.37(12)
Eu1–O4 2.279(4) O5–Eu1–O6 86.14(13)
Eu1–O3 2.283(4) O1–Eu1–O6 100.91(13)

O2–Eu1–O4 87.38(14)
O5–Eu1–O4 84.32(14)
O1–Eu1–O4 170.27(14)
O6–Eu1–O4 86.42(13)
O2–Eu1–O3 88.45(14)
O5–Eu1–O3 172.20(14)
O1–Eu1–O3 89.39(14)
O6–Eu1–O3 86.40(13)
O4–Eu1–O3 97.52(13)

Compound 2

Gd1–O1 2.269(3) O1–Gd1–O1 86.27(10)
Gd1–O1 2.269(3) O1–Gd1–O1 86.27(10)
Gd1–O1 2.269(3) O1–Gd1–O1 86.27(10)
Gd1–O2 2.280(3) O1–Gd1–O2 171.17(10)
Gd1–O2 2.280(3) O1–Gd1–O2 89.40(11)
Gd1–O2 2.280(3) O1–Gd1–O2 101.13(10)

O1–Gd1–O2 89.40(11)
O1–Gd1–O2 101.13(10)
O1–Gd1–O2 171.17(10)
O2–Gd1–O2 83.89(11)
O1–Gd1–O2 101.13(10)
O1–Gd1–O2 171.17(10)
O1–Gd1–O2 89.40(10)
O2–Gd1–O2 83.89(11)
O2–Gd1–O2 83.89(11)

Compound 3

Tb1–O6 2.255(4) O6–Tb1–O1 98.97(15)
Tb1–O1 2.265(4) O6–Tb1–O3 89.74(17)
Tb1–O3 2.273(4) O1–Tb1–O3 86.02(18)
Tb1–O2 2.277(4) O6–Tb1–O2 172.49(16)
Tb1–O4 2.278(4) O1–Tb1–O2 88.44(16)
Tb1–O5 2.283(5) O3–Tb1–O2 89.55(17)

O6–Tb1–O4 86.19(15)
O1–Tb1–O4 171.54(16)
O3–Tb1–O4 100.78(16)
O2–Tb1–O4 86.60(15)
O6–Tb1–O5 84.64(17)
O1–Tb1–O5 87.28(17)
O3–Tb1–O5 170.49(17)
O2–Tb1–O5 97.02(16)
O4–Tb1–O5 86.53(16)

a very weak antiferromagnetic interaction between the
GdIII ions. Such antiferromagnetic behavior can be ex-
plained by the presence of a small amount of magnetically
ordered (antiferromagnetic) clusters and is consistent with
observations during EPR experiments (see below) that were
prohibited at low temperature by the magnetic properties
of the compound.

For TbIII, the energy separation between the 2S+1LJ

ground state and the first excited state is so large that only
the ground state is thermally populated at room and low
temperature.[32] However, the crystal field effect partly re-
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Figure 3. Temperature dependence of χMT for 2 (�) and 3 (�) in
0.1 T applied field.

moves the degeneracy of the 7F6 ground state, giving 2S+1LJ

states, which further split into Stark levels by crystal field
perturbation. For 3, the χMT value at 300 K is equal to
12.19 cm3 Kmol–1, which is slightly higher than the calcu-
lated value of 11.82 cm3 Kmol–1 for the free TbIII ion. From
300 to 4 K, the χMT value decreases slowly to
2.55 cm3 K mol–1 (Figure 3); this behavior is typical of the
depopulation of the Stark levels of TbIII by lowering the
temperature.[32]

Figure 4 shows the X-band EPR spectrum of a polycrys-
talline sample of 2, resulting from the paramagnetic GdIII

(S = 7/2) center. The resonances span a broad field range
up to 800 mT. Figure 5 shows the J-band spectrum, which
consists of an intense line at about g = 2, surrounded sym-
metrically by a number of weaker lines. A very weak line at
half field is also observed. The shape of the J-band spec-
trum reveals that the Zeeman interaction is much larger
than the zero-field splitting at 275 GHz, which allows an
accurate determination of the g value from this spectrum.
Starting from this value, we were able to simulate both the
X- and J-band spectra with the following set of parameters:
an isotropic g = 1.9912 �0.0003, an axial zero-field-split-
ting tensor with D = 0.0697� 0.0016 cm–1, and an axial
fourth-order contribution of –0.0018� 0.0006 cm–1. The
latter contribution is of course too small to contribute sig-

Figure 4. Experimental (thick line) and simulated (thin line) X-
band EPR spectrum of complex 2 at room temperature.
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nificantly at J-band, but improves the simulation of the X-
band spectrum. The simulated spectra reproduce the posi-
tions of the resonances well, but not the intensity. A value
of g slightly lower than the free-electron value is commonly
observed for GdIII complexes. The 4f7 ground-state configu-
ration of GdIII gives rise to a 8S7/2 term, and the small devi-
ation from the free-electron value results from a slight ad-
mixture of an excited J = 7/2 term that carries orbital angu-
lar momentum.[33] The significant second-order zero-field
splitting reflects the fact that the symmetry of the coordina-
tion sphere of the GdIII in complex 2 is lower than cubic,
in agreement with the crystal structure described above.

Figure 5. Experimental (thick line) and simulated (thin line) J-band
EPR spectrum of complex 2 at room temperature. The intensity of
the weak line at half field has been multiplied by a factor of 50. A
magnified view of the region around g = 2 is shown in the inset.

Conclusions

We have shown that the ligand tris[2-(salicylideneimino)-
ethyl]amine has a more versatile coordination chemistry
than reported previously and is able to form unusual hexa-
coordinate rare-earth(III) complexes by an anion-induced
assembly process. Mononuclear complexes with the general
formula [RE{(Hsal)3tren}2](CF3SO3)3·nCH3CN (where
RE(III) = Eu, Gd, or Tb) were synthesized and structurally
characterized. In these compounds, the rare-earth(III) ion
is surrounded by six oxygen atoms that belong to the phen-
olato groups of two (Hsal)3tren ligands to give an unusual
hexacoordinate geometry, which is strongly stabilized by in-
tramolecular interactions. Study of the luminescence prop-
erties revealed the presence of efficient nonradiative deacti-
vation pathways and only a weak ligand emission was ob-
served in all cases. Magnetic studies have shown that the
crystal field effects are dominant for the complex with TbIII

(3). For the GdIII derivative (2), small antiferromagnetic in-
teractions were observed due to the presence of a small
amount of magnetically ordered (antiferromagnetic) clus-
ters, and the analysis of the EPR spectra indicated an iso-
tropic g value and a small axial zero-field-splitting tensor
for the GdIII ion.
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Experimental Section
Materials: All reagents and solvents were purchased from Aldrich
and were used as received unless otherwise stated. The ligand
(Hsal)3tren has been synthesized according to the published pro-
cedure.[23]

Synthesis: To a solution of (Hsal)3tren (0.35 mmol) in CH3CN
(10 mL) was added RE(CF3SO3)3·6H2O (0.35 mmol) dissolved in
CH3CN (10 mL). The yellow solution was stirred for 10 min and
then filtered to remove any impurities. Slow diffusion of ethyl ether
into the filtrate at 4 °C resulted in the formation of yellow crystals
after a few hours.

[Eu{(Hsal)3tren}2](CF3SO3)3·1.5CH3CN (1): Yield: 252 mg (48%).
C60H64.5EuF9N9.5O15S3 (M = 1577.85 gmol–1): calcd. C 45.67, H
4.12, N 8.43, S 6.10; found C 45.81, H 4.26, N 8.71, S 5.98. IR:
ν̃max = 3492 (w, br), 2946 (w), 2853 (w), 1648 (s), 1608 (s), 1544 (s),
1478 (s), 1450 (m), 1345 (m), 1266 (s), 1220 (s), 1156 (m), 1085 (w),
1030 (s), 1005 (m), 890 (m), 870 (m), 760 (m), 635 (m), 574 (m),
517 (w) cm–1. UV/Vis (λ/nm): 276, 340, 425. ESI-MS: m/z = 608.9
[Eu(Hsal){(sal)2tren}]+, 963.1 [Eu{(Hsal)3tren}(H2O)3(CF3SO3)2]+.

[Gd{(Hsal)3tren}2](CF3SO3)3·0.5CH3CN (2): Yield: 270 mg (47 %).
C58H61.5F9GdN8.5O15S3 (1542.10 gmol–1): calcd. C 45.18, H 4.02,
N 7.72, S 6.24; found C 44.93, H 4.01, N 7.32, S 6.32. IR: ν̃max =
3490 (w, br), 2946 (w), 2855 (w), 1644 (s), 1606 (s), 1542 (s), 1472
(s), 1452 (m), 1338 (m), 1251 (s), 1216 (s), 1150 (m), 1075 (w), 1026
(s), 1004 (m), 887 (m), 875 (m), 779 (m), 757 (m), 737 (m), 634 (m),
572 (m), 517 (w) cm–1. UV/Vis (λ/nm): 277, 320, 400. ESI-MS: m/z
= 613.9 [Gd(Hsal){(sal)2tren}]+, 968.1 [Gd{(Hsal)3tren}(H2O)3-
(CF3SO3)2]+.

[Tb{(Hsal)3tren}2](CF3SO3)3·1.5CH3CN (3): Yield: 117 mg (21%).
C60H64.5F9N9.5O15S3Tb (1584.81 gmol–1): calcd. C 45.47, H 4.10,
N 8.40, S 6.07; found C 45.62, H 4.33, N 8.62, S 6.21. IR: ν̃max =
3492 (w, br), 2946 (w), 2853 (w), 1648 (s), 1608 (s), 1545 (s), 1478
(s), 1450 (m), 1345 (m), 1266 (s), 1220 (s), 1157 (m), 1085 (w), 1030
(s), 1005 (m), 890 (m), 870 (m), 760 (m), 638 (m), 574 (m), 517 (w)
cm–1. UV/Vis (λ/nm): 275, 380, 510. ESI-MS: m/z = 614.9
[Tb(Hsal){(sal)2tren}]+, 969.1 [Tb{(Hsal)3tren}(H2O)3(CF3SO3)2]+.

Physical Characterization: Elemental analysis for C, H and N was
performed with a Perkin–Elmer 2400 series II analyzer. Infrared
spectra (4000-300 cm–1) were recorded with a Perkin–Elmer Para-
gon 1000 FTIR spectrometer equipped with a Golden Gate ATR
device, using the reflectance technique. Ligand field spectra were
obtained with a Perkin–Elmer Lambda 900 spectrophotometer
using the diffuse reflectance technique, with MgO as a reference.
Electrospray mass spectra (ESI-MS) in acetonitrile/water solution
were recorded with a Thermo Finnigan AQA apparatus. DC mag-
netic data were recorded using a Quantum Design MPMS-5
SQUID susceptometer. The magnetic susceptibilities were mea-
sured from 2 to 300 K on polycrystalline samples in a gelatin cap-
sule with an applied field of 0.1 T. Data were corrected for magne-
tization of the sample holder and for diamagnetic contributions,
which were estimated from Pascal constants. Continuous-wave
EPR spectra of complex 2 were obtained at room temperature for
two microwave frequencies, X-band (9.49 GHz) and J-band
(275 GHz). The X-band spectrum was measured on a polycrystal-
line powder and recorded with a Bruker Elexsys E 680 spectrome-
ter, equipped with a standard TE102 cavity. The modulation ampli-
tude and the microwave power amounted to 1 mT and 3.2 mW,
respectively. The experiment at J-band used the same powder,
which was dispersed in an eicosane matrix (Fluka, 99.8%) in order
to avoid self-orientation of the microcrystals in the high magnetic
field. The spectrum at this frequency was measured with a self-built
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Table 2. Summary of the crystallographic data obtained for complexes 1–3.

1 2 3

Empirical formula C60H64.5EuF9N9.5O15S3 C58H61.5F9GdN8.5O15S3 C60H64.5F9N9.5O15S3Tb
Formula weight /gmol–1 1577.85 1542.10 1584.81
T /K 250(2) 250(2) 250(2)
Wavelength /Å 0.71073 0.71073 0.71073
Crystal system monoclinic trigonal monoclinic
Space group P21/n R3̄ P21/n
a /Å 16.1696(11) 17.203(1) 16.129(2)
b /Å 23.0070(5) 17.203(1) 23.060(2)
c /Å 19.2260(17) 40.263(2) 19.178(2)
α /° 90 90 90
β /° 91.727(9) 90 92.028(14)
γ /° 90 120 90
V /Å3 7149.1(8) 10319.2(10) 7128.5(13)
Z 4 6 4
Dcalc /g cm–3 1.466 1.483 1.477
µ /mm–1 1.055 1.147 1.171
Crystal size /mm 0.33� 0.31� 0.25 0.14� 0.13� 0.13 0.24� 0.22 � 0.17
Reflections collected 95034 15590 84414
Independent reflections 20510 6625 20767
Internal R factor 0.0840 0.0654 0.0884
Number of parameters 884 287 856
Goodness-of-fit S on F2 0.980 0.930 1.015
Largest peak and hole in final difference map /eÅ–3 1.310 and –1.009 0.770 and –0.521 1.187 and –1.139
Final R indices [I�2σ(I)] R1 = 0.0588 R1 = 0.0515 R1 = 0.0665

wR2 = 0.1585 wR2 = 0.0982 wR2 = 0.1817
R indices (all data) R1 = 0.1370 R1 = 0.1619 R1 = 0.1713

wR2 = 0.1967 wR2 = 0.1281 wR2 = 0.2253

spectrometer,[24] by using a microwave power of about 5.5 µW and
a field modulation of 1.2 kHz with an amplitude of about 0.7 mT.
For the measurement in the half-field region a microwave power of
about 10 µW was used. Simulations of the EPR spectra were per-
formed using the Matlab toolbox Easyspin.[25,26]

X-ray Crystallography: A single crystal of each compound was se-
lected, mounted onto a glass fiber, and transferred in a cold nitro-
gen gas stream. Intensity data were collected with a Bruker-Non-
ius-Kappa-CCD with graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation.
Unit-cell parameters determination, data collection strategy and
integration were carried out with the Nonius EVAL-14 suite of
programs.[27] Multiscan absorption correction was applied.[28] The
structures were solved by direct methods using the SIR97 pro-
gram[29] for 1 and 3, and the SHELXS-97 program[30] for 2. All
three structures were refined anisotropically by full-matrix least-
squares methods using the SHELXL-97 software package.[30] Hy-
drogen atoms of the C=N+–H moiety were found on the Fourier
difference map for 2 (Table 2).
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A novel hexacoordinating non-Schiff base ligand (H4L) with
N2O4 donor atoms has been synthesized by simple Mannich
reactions. The use of this ligand with Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O in dif-
ferent molar ratios as well as pH leads to the formation of a
mononuclear species and a tetranuclear CuII complex pos-
sessing a cubane [Cu4L2] core with almost equal Cu···Cu sep-
aration. In the presence of an excess amount of copper(II)
ions and triethylamine at reflux, the mononuclear [CuH2L]

Introduction

High-nuclearity transition-metal complexes have been at-
tracting continuous interest due to their relevance in the
research fields of metalloproteins to mimic polymetallic
active sites,[1] molecular magnetism,[2,3] or the emerging sci-
ence of nanomaterials.[4] The flexibility of the coordination
sphere around CuII, in combination with steric and crystal
packing forces, leads to a tremendous structural diversity
of CuII-based systems. Indeed, these small structural
changes at the molecular scale usually have significant ef-
fects on their magnetic properties.[5] Quite generally, transi-
tion-metal complexes with a cubane-type structure (M4Ln)
possess intramolecular hydroxo, alkoxo, azido, sulfido, or
iminato bridges[6–8] and constitute a very interesting class
of compounds.[9,10] Their originality is often found in their
high-spin ground state that is induced, for example, by the
pseudo-orthogonality of the magnetic orbitals of the metal
ions.[11–15]
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species can be converted into the tetranuclear one, whereas
the reverse process was not observed even after prolonged
reaction time. Both the complexes have been characterized
by single-crystal X-ray diffraction and magnetic measure-
ments. Magnetic studies reveal that complex 1 displays a
paramagnetic Curie-type behavior whereas 2 displays a sin-
glet-spin ground state induced by strong intramolecular anti-
ferromagnetic interactions.

In this work, we report on a mononuclear and a tetranu-
clear cubane[11,12,16]-type CuII complex based on a novel
hexa-coordinating N2O4 ligand. To the best of our knowl-
edge, this constitutes the first report in which a hexa-coor-
dinating N2O4 donor ligand has been employed to generate
a [6 + 0] cubane Cu4O4 core.

Results and Discussion

Syntheses and Structural Characterizations

The hexadentate H4L ligand was synthesized by simple
Mannich condensation of N,N�-bis(2-hydroxyethyl)ethyl-
enediamine with 2,4-di-tert-butylphenol and formaldehyde
in MeOH. Straightforward reaction of this ligand with
1 equiv. of Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O in MeOH under reflux condi-
tions [with 2 equiv. of triethylamine (TEA)] leads to 1,
whereas 2 is obtained when 2 equiv. of Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O
were used in the presence of 4 equiv. of TEA. Compound 1
was found to be converted into 2 when 1 equiv. of 1 is re-
acted with 0.5 equiv. of Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O under reflux for
an extended time (Scheme 1). The reverse was not observed,
even in the presence of an excess amount of the ligand.

Compound 1 crystallizes in a monoclinic C2/c space
group. Crystal structure analysis revealed that 1 is a mono-
meric species, [CuII(H2L)], in which the copper(II) ion has
a distorted-octahedral geometry with four oxygen and two
nitrogen atoms of the H2L ligands acting as donors (Fig-
ure 1). Two oxygen (O1 and O1*; *: 1 – x, y, ½ – z) and
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Scheme 1.

two nitrogen (N1 and N1*) atoms occupy the equatorial
positions, whereas the axial sites are occupied by two oxy-
gen atoms (O2 and O2*).

Figure 1. The ORTEP diagram of 1 with 30% ellipsoidal prob-
ability (*: 1 – x, y, ½ – z).

The four equatorial donor atoms (N1, N1*, O1, O1*) are
slightly away from the mean-square plane. The deviations
of the two N1 and two O1 atoms from the plane are +0.238,
–0.238 and +0.249, –0.249 Å, respectively. The axial oxygen
atoms (O2, O2*) have a distance of 2.639 Å from the Cu
center. The equatorial oxygen (O1, O1*) and nitrogen (N1,
N1*) atoms are trans to each other in respect to the central
Cu atom. The four opposite bond angles around the Cu site
along the basal plane are equal, namely, the angle O1–Cu–
N1 equals N1*–Cu–O1* (92.79°) and the angle O1–Cu–
N1* equals N1–Cu–O1* (165.74°). All the important bond
lengths and bond angles are listed in Table 1. It should be

Figure 3. Packing arrangement of the helical columns in 1.
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noted that the axial oxygen atoms (O2, O2*) remain pro-
tonated (H2a and H2a*) under the experimental reaction
conditions. This partial protonation on the ligand helps the
columnar helical packing of mononuclear units (Figure 2).
The complementary nature of the mononuclear unit and
the equatorial-to-axial connection of adjacent mononuclear
units through hydrogen-bonding interactions [O2–

Table 1. Selected bond lengths and angles for 2.

Bond lengths [Å] Bond angles [°]

Cu1–O1 1.910(2) O1–Cu1–O2 103.88(9)
Cu1–O2 2.639(2) O1–Cu1–N1 92.80(10)
Cu1–N1 2.061(3) O1–Cu1–O1[a] 90.89(9)
Cu1–O1[a] 1.910(2) O1–Cu1–O2[a] 90.31(9)
Cu1–O2[a] 2.639(2) O1–Cu1–N1[a] 165.73(10)
Cu1–N1[a] 2.061(3) O2–Cu1–N1 75.42(9)

O1[a]–Cu1–O2 90.31(9)
O2–Cu1–O2[a] 159.87(8)
O2–Cu1–N1[a] 89.89(9)
O1[a]–Cu1–N1 165.73(10)
O2[a]–Cu1–N1 89.89(9)
N1–Cu1–N1[a] 86.99(11)
O1[a]–Cu1–O2[a] 103.88(9)
O1[a]–Cu1–N1[a] 92.80(10)
O2[a]–Cu1–N1[a] 75.42(9)

[a] 1 – x, y, ½ – z.

Figure 2. Intermolecular hydrogen-bonding interaction leading to
the helical assembly of mononuclear units along the c axis in 1.



R. Clérac, M. Ali et al.FULL PAPER
H2A···O1a, O2–H2A 0.84 Å, H2A···O1a 2.08 Å, O2···O1a

2.922(7) Å; O2–H2A···O1 175°; a: x, –y, ½ + z] are respon-
sible for this helical assembly. The axis of the helix is the
crystallographic c axis (Figures 2 and 3) and has a pitch
length of 12.05 Å, which is equal to the length of the c axis.
The packing arrangements of the helical columns are shown
in Figure 3.

Complex 2 crystallizes in the P1̄ space group and consists
of a discrete tetranuclear CuII unit self-assembled by two
L4– ligands to form a [Cu4O4] central cubane core (Fig-
ure 4). The central core of 2 consists of four alkoxo-bridged
copper metal ions (Cu1, Cu2, Cu3, and Cu4) giving an ap-
proximately cubic array of alternating copper and oxygen
atoms. Consequently, copper(II) centers are linked in a µ3-
bridging fashion by an alkoxo-oxygen atom of the aliphatic
backbone of the L4– ligands.

The µ3-bridging oxygen atoms are deprotonated, afford-
ing two tetra-anionic ligands and finally a neutral complex
2, [Cu4L2]. Each amine phenolate acts as a hexadentate li-
gand leading to five- and six-membered chelate rings with
bite angles of 85 and 93°, respectively. Each copper(II) cen-
ter is pentacoordinate with an NO4 donor set of atoms. The
coordination environment is best described as square py-
ramidal with the basal plane occupied by the phenolate
oxygen atom, imino nitrogen, and alkoxide oxygen atoms of
the aliphatic part of one L4– ligand as well as an additional
alkoxide oxygen atom of a second L4– ligand moiety. The
apical position is occupied by an alkoxide oxygen atom of
the second ligand molecule at a rather long donor distance
(Table 2). The donor atoms of all basal coordination planes
deviate by less than 4 pm from the corresponding mean
planes of the related copper(II) centers and are only slightly
displaced toward the apical ligand (0.07 to 0.15 Å).

The cubane-type complexes have been classified accord-
ing to the Cu···Cu[17] and Cu–O[18] distances and they gen-
erally come in two categories, namely, type-I and type-II. A
rare class type-III has also been reported.[11,12,16] According
to the commonly adopted convention of classifying cubane
structures, type-I cubane is characterized by two short and
four long Cu···Cu distances (thus also called a [2 + 4] cub-
ane), whereas, type-II possesses four short and two long

Figure 4. The ORTEP diagram (30% ellipsoidal probability) of the alkoxo-bridged cubane unit in 2 (solid bonds between Cu centers are
within the 1.94–1.97 Å range and the dashed bonds are within the 2.39–2.45 Å range).
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Table 2. Selected bond lengths and angles for 2.

Bond lengths [Å]

Cu1–O1 1.884(7) Cu3–O4 1.982(6)
Cu1–O2 1.947(7) Cu3–O5 1.876(6)
Cu1–O4 2.388(6) Cu3–O6 1.941(6)
Cu1–O6 1.972(5) Cu3–O8 2.442(7)
Cu1–N1 2.047(7) Cu3–N3 2.038(8)
Cu2–O2 2.449(6) Cu4–O2 1.969(6)
Cu2–O3 1.876(7) Cu4–O6 2.434(7)
Cu2–O4 1.948(7) Cu4–O7 1.881(6)
Cu2–O8 1.965(6) Cu4–O8 1.942(6)
Cu2–N2 2.053(8) Cu4–N4 2.053(7)

Bond angles [°]

O1–Cu1–O2 171.7(3) Cu1–O2–Cu2 89.1(3)
O1–Cu1–O4 100.0(2) Cu1–O2–Cu4 109.6(3)
O1–Cu1–O6 94.9(3) Cu1–O4–Cu2 90.9(2)
O2–Cu1–O4 88.0(2) Cu1–O4–Cu3 90.9(2)
O2–Cu1–O6 84.9(3) Cu2–O4–Cu3 108.4(3)
O4–Cu1–O6 75.9(2) Cu1–O6–Cu4 92.6(3)
O2–Cu2–O3 102.8(3) O7–Cu4–O8 169.2(3)
O2–Cu2–O4 86.3(2) O6–Cu4–N4 109.5(3)
O2–Cu2–O8 72.9(2) O2–Cu4–N4 166.2(3)
O3–Cu2–O4 170.8(3) O7–Cu4–N4 95.4(3)
O3–Cu2–O8 95.6(3) O8–Cu4–N4 81.3(3)
O4–Cu2–O8 86.1(3) O6–Cu3–N3 81.3(3)
O4–Cu3–O5 94.5(3) O8–Cu3–N3 113.0(3)
O4–Cu3–O6 87.0(2) O1–Cu1–N1 96.1(3)
O4–Cu3–O8 73.4(2) O2–Cu1–N1 82.9(3)
O5–Cu3–O6 172.2(3) O4–Cu1–N1 110.9(3)
O5–Cu3–O8 101.8(3) O6–Cu1–N1 165.7(3)
O6–Cu3–O8 86.0(2) O2–Cu2–N2 111.9(2)
O2–Cu4–O6 73.0(2) O3–Cu2–N2 96.6(3)
O2–Cu4–O7 97.1(2) O4–Cu2–N2 80.6(3)
O2–Cu4–O8 85.4(2) O8–Cu2–N2 165.4(3)
O6–Cu4–O7 104.7(3) O4–Cu3–N3 166.1(3)
O6–Cu4–O8 86.2(3) O5–Cu3–N3 96.1(3)

Cu···Cu distances (a [4 + 2] cubane). For the rare type-III
geometry, all six Cu···Cu distances are nearly identical, a [6
+ 0] cubane. The six Cu···Cu distances observed in 2 fall
within a very short range of 3.104 to 3.200 Å and accord-
ingly the present [Cu4O4] core structure should be classified
as type-III or a [6 + 0] cubane. Two different groups of Cu–
O–Cu bond angles at the bridging oxygen atoms are found:
(i) a set of angles that fall between 89.1 and 92.6° and
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(ii) the other set of angles within the 106.1–109.6° range.
The bridging angle of 89.1° is by far the smallest angle ob-
served for alkoxo-bridged compounds in a [Cu2O2] frag-
ment.[19–40] Intracomplex metal–metal separations in the
present complex are Cu1–Cu2 3.104 Å, Cu1–Cu3 3.126 Å,
Cu1–Cu4 3.200 Å, and Cu3–Cu4 3.146 Å (Table 1). The
packing arrangement of the tetranuclear species is shown
in Figure 4. To the best of our knowledge, this probably
provides the first example in which a hexa-coordinating li-
gand with N2O4 donor atoms forms a rare [6 + 0] cubane
Cu4O4 core without any exogenous bridging ligand (Fig-
ure 5).

Figure 5. Packing diagram of complex 2. The cubane cores are rep-
resented by white spheres.

Electronic Spectra

The absorption spectrum of the monomeric complex
shows a sharp peak at 430 nm (ε = 8373 –1 cm–1) and a
shoulder at 557 nm (ε = 4303 –1 cm–1) corresponding to
ligand-to-metal charge-transfer (LMCT) transitions. After
prolonged treatment of the monomer in an excess amount
of metal precursor and TEA, the tetramer is produced as
seen by the LMCT absorption band at 457 nm (ε =
8747 –1 cm–1). The conversion was not followed spectro-
photometrically, as it occurs under prolonged reflux condi-
tions, so only the absorbance of the initial and final states
of the reaction solution were measured as shown in Fig-
ure 6.

Figure 6. UV/Vis spectra for complexes 1 and 2 in MeCN. [1] = [2]
= 5.0�10–5 .
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Magnetic Properties

The magnetic properties of complexes 1 and 2 have been
measured from 300 to 1.8 K at 1000 Oe (Figure 7). At room
temperature, the product of the molar magnetic suscep-
tibility and temperature (χT) is 0.42 and 1.24 cm3 K mol–1

for 1 and 2, respectively, which is in good agreement with
the presence of one and four S = ½ CuII spins, respectively.
The magnetic properties of 1 are relatively straightforward.
The χT product stays constant all the way down to 1.8 K
(Figure 7) as a textbook example of paramagnetic Curie be-
havior seen for magnetically isolated spins. This result is in
good accord with the crystal structure of 1 (vide supra) that
confirms the complete isolation of the monomeric CuII spe-
cies. The χT product of 0.42 cm3 K mol–1 is thus the Curie
constant and the deduced g factor is higher than 2, at ap-
proximately 2.1, as is often seen for CuII systems.

Figure 7. Temperature dependence of the χT product for complexes
1 (filled circles) and 2 (open circles) at 1000 Oe [with χ being equal
to magnetization (M)/magnetic field (H)]. The solid line is the best
fit of the experimental data of 2 using the simplified tetranuclear
Heisenberg model described in the text.

For 2, the χT product at room temperature
(1.24 cm3 Kmol–1) is slightly lower than the expected value
of 1.5 cm3 Kmol–1, which is explained by the presence of
intramolecular antiferromagnetic interactions as seen by the
decrease of χT when lowering the temperature (Figure 7).
At 1.8 K, the χT product reaches almost zero, at approxi-
mately 0.02 cm3 Kmol–1, as expected for a complex with a
singlet ground state (ST = 0). Inspection of the crystal struc-
ture (vide supra) reveals that the used ligand is sufficiently
bulky to efficiently separate the [Cu4O4] cores from each
other, which implies extremely negligible intermolecular
magnetic interactions. If, at a first stage, the slight differ-
ences in the Cu–O–Cu angles can be ignored, a close in-
spection of the [Cu4O4] core reveals two types of Cu–O
bonds with different lengths: short Cu–O bonds of about
1.9 Å and long Cu–O bonds of about 2.4 Å. The short Cu–
O bonds (ca. 1.9 Å) involve an oxygen atom bonded to cop-
per in an equatorial position of its coordination sphere,
whereas the long Cu–O bonds (ca. 2.4 Å) imply an oxygen
atom in an axial position (Jahn–Teller axis). Consequently,
two different pathways for the interactions between the CuII

metal ions can be identified that are mediated by double
oxygen bridges with short–short/short–long (J1) or two
long–short (J2) Cu–O bond lengths. The spin/interaction
topology is thus given by Scheme 2.
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Scheme 2.

We have attempted to fit the χT data using a well-known
model invoking a [Cu4O4] cubane that has pseudo-S4 site
symmetry that essentially treats the [Cu4O4] core as two
coupled CuII dimer pairs.[41–42] The topology of the [Cu4O4]
core is thus viewed as shown in Scheme 2 in which J1 is the
exchange between two CuII sites forming a regular square
and J2 is the cross exchange between the opposite vertex of
the square. The isotropic exchange Hamiltonian based on
this topology is shown in Equation (1)

H = –2J1(SCu1 + SCu2)·(SCu3 + SCu4) – 2J2(SCu1·SCu2 + SCu3·SCu4)
(1)

in which J1 and J2 are the exchange constants as shown in
Scheme 2, and Si are the spin operators for each CuII metal
ion for the “i” site. By ignoring the contribution of anisot-
ropy in the system and in the weak-field approximation, the
resulting expression derived from the Van Vleck formula is
[Equation (2)].

This analytical expression has been used to fit the experi-
mental χT data measured at 1000 Oe but this approach
leads to nondetermined J parameters for which the error on
the values is larger than the values themselves. The present
situation is a typical case of overparametrization found in
fitting procedures, that is, an infinite number of (J1, J2) ex-
change parameter pairs could fit the experimental data.
Therefore, the number of fitting parameters must be re-
duced to only two (J and g) by considering J = J1 = J2 as
there is no structural justification to suppress one of the
two interactions in the [Cu4O4] core. By using this simpli-
fied model, the experimental data are perfectly reproduced
down to 1.8 K with J/kB = –14.9(5) K and g = 2.0(1) (red
line in Figure 7). It is worth mentioning that the obtained
J parameter is an average value of J1 and J2. The sign of
the magnetic interaction confirms that this CuII tetramer
complex possesses an ST = 0 spin ground state.

(2)
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Conclusion

In summary, using a simple Mannich-type reaction we
have prepared a novel hexacoordinating bis(hydroxyethyl)-
ethylenediamine–bis(phenolate) ligand. This new ligand is
able to stabilize both mono- and tetranuclear CuII com-
plexes depending on the ligand/metal ratio and pH condi-
tions. The mononuclear complex, 1, can be converted to the
tetranuclear 2 by heating 1 at reflux with an excess amount
of both the copper(II) ion and TEA. However the reverse
process was not observed. The tetranuclear [Cu4O4] core in
2 possesses a [6 + 0]-type cubane conformation that was
observed for the first time using a hexacoordinating ligand.
Whereas 1 displays an expected paramagnetic Curie behav-
ior, magnetic measurements reveal dominating antiferro-
magnetic interactions in 2. Complex 2 belongs to a rare [6
+ 0]-type cubane. Unlike the other [6 + 0]-type cubanes,
which show overall ferromagnetic interactions arising from
competing ferromagnetic and antiferromagnetic interac-
tions propagating through two exchange pathways (J1 and
J2) in S4 or C2 symmetries, complex 2 shows dominating
antiferromagnetic interactions inducing an ST = 0 ground
state.

Experimental Section
Materials: Starting materials (reagent grade) for the synthesis of
the H4L ligand: 2,4-di-tert-butylphenol (Lancaster), formaldehyde
(Merck India), and N,N�-bis(2-hydroxyethyl)ethylenediamine (Ald-
rich Chemicals) have been used as received. Solvents like methanol,
ethanol, petroleum ether, and acetonitrile (Merck India) were of
reagent grade and dried by standard methods before use.

Synthesis of the H4L Ligand: This was prepared by using simple
Mannich condensation.[43,44] In a typical procedure, N,N�-bis(2-
hydroxyethyl)ethylenediamine (2.22 g, 15 mmol) in MeOH along
with 2,4-di-tert-butylphenol (6.19 g, 30 mmol) and formaldehyde
(3 mL, 41%, 35 mmol) was stirred for 2 d. The solution was kept
in air to evaporate the solvent partially. A white solid appeared
within 2 d. After filtration, the solid was washed with cold meth-
anol and dried in air.

Synthesis of [Cu(H2L)] (1): Caution! Since perchlorate salts are po-
tentially explosive, only small amounts of the materials should be
handled with care.

The H4L ligand (1.0 mmol) was added to a methanolic solution
of Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O (1 mmol). Triethylamine (TEA; 2.0 mmol) was
added and the resulting solution was heated at reflux for 6 h. On
cooling, a green crystalline product was obtained. After filtration,
the solid was washed with methanol and dried in air. Diffraction-
quality crystals were obtained by very slow evaporation of a solu-
tion of the sample in dichloromethane at 5 °C. The composition of
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the complex was determined by elemental analysis based on
C36H58CuN2O4 (644.4): calcd. C 67.09, H 9.07, N 4.35; found C
67.21, H 9.15, N 4.46. IR: ν̃ = 3442 (br), 2957–2867 (s), 1429 (s),
1297–1255 (s), 833, 727 cm–1.

Synthesis of [Cu4L2] (2): Two methods can be used to synthesize
compound 2. Method (a): TEA (4.2 mmol) was added to a solution
of H4L (1.0 mmol, 0.584 mg) in dichloromethane (20 mL) and
heated at reflux for 15 min. Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O (2 mmol) in acetoni-
trile (60 mL) was added dropwise to this hot solution. The resulting
solution was heated at reflux for 6 h. After cooling down to room
temperature, the solution was filtered and kept in refrigerator. After
a week, dark brown block-shaped crystals formed and were filtered
and washed with ice-cold methanol and dried in air. Method (b):
Complex 1 (green product, 1.0 mmol) was dissolved in dichloro-
methane, and Cu(ClO4)2·6H2O (0.5 mmol) in acetonitrile (60 mL)
was added dropwise. The resulting solution was heated at reflux
for 24 h. After cooling down to room temperature, the solution was
filtered and kept in the refrigerator. After a week, dark brown
block-shaped crystals were obtained and filtered. The crystals were
washed with ice-cold methanol and dried in air.

The composition of 2 was determined by elemental analysis as
based on C72H112Cu4N4O8 (1415.86): calcd. C 61.07, H 7.97, N
3.96; found C 61.21, H 8.15, N 3.92. IR: ν̃ = 3442 (br), 2957–2867
(s), 1429 (s), 1297–1255 (s), 833, 727 cm–1.

Physical Measurements: Elemental analyses were carried out using
a Perkin–Elmer 240 elemental analyzer. Infrared spectra (400–
4000 cm–1) were recorded from KBr pellets on a Nicolet Magna IR
750 series-II FTIR spectrophotometer.

X-ray Crystallography: Intensity data for complexes 1 and 2 were
collected at 148(2) and 273(2) K on a smart CCD diffractometer
using graphite-monochromatized Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å)
in ω–2θ scan mode (2.75° � 2θ � 27.50°). As judged by the diffrac-
tion peaks, no decomposition of the crystals occurred during the
data collection. The intensities were corrected for Lorentz and po-
larization effects and for absorption using the ψ-scan data. The
structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97[45] and
was refined anisotropically on F2 using the full-matrix least-squares
procedure of SHELXL-97[46] and hydrogen atoms were included in
the model at their calculated positions with d(C–H) = 0.93–0.97 Å
and Uiso(H) values of 1 with 5 equiv. of C for methyl protons and
1.2 equiv. of C for other protons at convergence [σ weights, i.e.,
1/σ2(F)]. Structural data are summarized in Table 3.

Magnetic Studies: The magnetic susceptibility measurements were
carried out with the use of a Quantum Design SQUID magnetome-
ter MPMS-XL. This magnetometer works between 1.8 and 400 K
for direct current (dc) applied fields ranging from –7 to 7 T. Mea-
surements were performed with microcrystalline samples of 1
(16.99 mg) and 2 (9.74 mg). Before any measurement, the sample
was checked for the presence of ferromagnetic impurities by meas-
uring the magnetization as a function of the field at 100 K. For
pure paramagnetic or diamagnetic systems, a perfect straight line
is expected and is observed for these compounds, thus indicating
the absence of any ferromagnetic impurities. The magnetic data
were corrected for the sample holder and the diamagnetic contri-
bution.

CCDC-746247 (for 1) and -745854 (for 2) contain the supplemen-
tary crystallographic data for this paper. These data can be ob-
tained free of charge from The Cambridge Crystallographic Data
Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif.
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Table 3. Crystal data and details of the structure determination.

1 2

Formula C36H58CuN2O4 C72H112Cu4N4O8

Formula weight 644.38 1415.86
Crystal system monoclinic triclinic
Space group C2/c (no. 15) P1̄ (no. 2)
a [Å] 18.6612(17) 14.8140(14)
b [Å] 16.3168(15) 16.5896(17)
c [Å] 12.0534(11) 19.2368(19)
α [°] 90 64.871(6)
β [°] 90.974(5) 68.302(6)
γ [°] 90 83.947(6)
V [Å3] 3669.6(6) 3969.4(7)
Z 4 2
D(calcd.) [gcm–3] 1.166 1.185
µ(Mo-Kα) [mm] 0.632 1.106
F(000) 1388 1504
Temperature [K] 148 273
θ min., max. [°] 1.7, 28.9 1.4, 28.8
Dataset –25:24; –21:22; –16:16 –19:19; –22:22; –25:25
Total, unique data 25714, 4555 60489, 20237
R(int) 0.013 0.273
Observed data [I � 2σ(I)] 1964 5196
N (reflections) 4555 20237
N (parameters) 205 817
R[a] 0.0563 0.0866
wR2[b] 0.1299 0.2715
S 0.87 0.86
Max., av. shift/error 0.00, 0.00 0.00, 0.00
Min., max. residual
density [eÅ–3] –0.35, 0.75 –0.81, 0.62

[a] R(Fo) = Σ||Fo| – |Fc||/Σ|Fo|. [b] wR2(Fo
2) = {Σ[w(Fo

2 – Fc
2)2]/Σ[w(Fo

2)2]}½.
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The combination of bpa [1,2-bis(4-pyridyl)ethane] with the
pseudohalide cyanato (NCO–) ligand leads to the preparation
of two new isomorphous compounds exhibiting the general
formula [M(NCO)2(bpa)2]n [M = Co (1) and M = Ni (2)]. Both
compounds consist of M–(gauche-bpa)2–M chains linked by

Introduction

The 4,4-dipyridyl-type organic groups are well known to
be excellent spacers for the preparation of coordination
polymers. Among these ligands, the flexibility of the 1,2-
bis(4-pyridyl)ethane ligand (bpa) is especially remarkable
and provides a clear advantage over other related rigid 4,4�-
dipyridyl organic ligands.

The bpa ligand can adopt two different conformations,
anti and gauche (Scheme 1), as a consequence of the free-
dom of rotation exhibited by the ethyl group. Both con-
formers are able to perform as coordinating ligands, either
bridging or terminal, and/or as crystallisation molecules. As
a result, bpa is characterised by a high capability to be in-
corporated into the structural framework, as illustrated by
the increasing amount of bpa polymers reported during the
last years.[1]

Our previous works with bpa concern four families of
polymers where this ligand is combined with pseudohalides
{azido (N3),[2] dicyanamido [N(CN)2],[3] thiocyanato (NCS)[4]

and cyanato (NCO)[5]}. The use of these ligands focuses on
the generation of significant magnetic interactions through
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hydrogen bonds to give a global 2D network. CoII and NiII

ions are octahedrally coordinated to four bpa ligands and two
terminal NCO groups. The two compounds exhibit slight
antiferromagnetic interactions through bpa groups and a 2D
effect leading to a ferromagnetic component.

Scheme 1. Conformations of the bpa ligand.

intermetallic bridges. It is worth mentioning that few exam-
ples of M–L–bpa [L = NCS[6] and N(CN)2

[3,7]] can be found
in the literature. For L = N3 and NCO the [M(N3)2(bpa)]
(M = Mn, Fe, Co and Ni)[2,8] and [M(NCO)2(bpa)2]·bpa
(M = Mn and Co)[5] compounds have been characterised to
date.

In this context, this paper reports on the synthesis and
magnetostructural characterisation of the polynuclear com-
pounds [M(NCO)2(bpa)2]n [M = Co (1) and Ni (2)]. These
isomorphous compounds exhibit M–(gauche-bpa)2–M
chains that are connected through hydrogen bonds to give
a 2D global network. The metal ions are octahedrally coor-
dinated, and this arrangement gives rise to a 2D effect
showing a ferromagnetic component. The absence of direct
intermetallic bridges through the cyanato groups precludes
the existence of stronger magnetic interactions between the
metallic centres.
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Results and Discussion
Structural Analysis

Compounds 1 and 2 are isomorphous. At first sight both
exhibit linear M–(bpa)2–M chains extending along the [010]
direction (Figure 1) where the metallic ions are octahedrally
coordinated. Four bpa groups occupy the equatorial posi-
tions of the coordinating sphere, whereas in the axial ones
two N-bonded terminal cyanato ligands can be found for
both compounds. The two bpa ligands, bridging octahedral
metal ions, adopt the gauche conformation. The intermet-

Figure 1. Packing of the chains for 1 and 2 on the xy plane to give
a 2D global network. The discontinuous lines represent hydrogen
bonds.

Table 1. Selected bond lengths [Å] and angles [°] for [M(NCO)2-
(bpa)2] [M = Co (1) and Ni (2)].[a]

Co (1) Ni (2)

M–N(1) 2.201(4) 2.145(5)
M–N(2)ii 2.209(4) 2.147(5)
M–N(3) 2.099(3) 2.074(4)
N(3)–C(13) 1.150(5) 1.154(7)
C(13)–O(1) 1.214(6) 1.197(7)
N(1)i–M–N(1) 90.9(2) 90.6(3)
N(1)–M–N(2)iii 175.0(1) 175.5(2)
N(1)–M–N(2)ii 91.8(1) 92.0(2)
N(1)–M–N(3) 85.6(1) 86.2(2)
N(1)–M–N(3)i 92.0(1) 90.8(2)
N(2)ii–M–N(2)iii 85.9(2) 85.6(3)
N(2)iii–M–N(3) 90.1(1) 90.3(2)
N(2)ii–M–N(3) 92.5(1) 93.1(2)
N(3)–M–N(3)i 176.5(2) 175.4(3)
C(13)–N(3)–M 151.4(4) 151.5(5)
N(3)–C(13)–O(1) 179.3(6) 178.3(7)

[a] Symmetry transformations used to generate equivalent atoms: i
= –x + 1, y, –z + 1/2; ii = x, y – 1, z; iii = –x + 1, y – 1, –z + 1/2.
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allic distance through the bpa links is 9.95 Å for 1 and
9.87 Å for 2. The torsion angle py–C–C–py for the bpa li-
gands is 68.0(5)° for 1 and 67.1(7)° for 2. Similar low values
of the torsion angles have been found for other M–(gauche-
bpa)2–M chains.[4,5,9] With regard to the skew propeller
configurations of the four coordinated pyridine moieties
around the metal ion, the dihedral angle between the two
independent pyridine moieties is 74.1(2)° and 72.6(3)° for
compounds 1 and 2, respectively.

Table 1 summarises the most significant bond parameters
for 1 and 2. As observed, the values for the bond angles are
near to the ideal ones. The M–Nbpa distance [2.201(4) Å for
1 and 2.145(5) Å for 2] is slightly longer than the M–NNCO

distance [2.099(3) Å for 1 and 2.074(4) Å for 2]. The cy-
anato ligands are nearly linear [N–C–O 179.3(6)° for 1 and
N–C–O 178.3(7)° for 2].

These M–(bpa)2–M chains are connected through hydro-
gen bonds (Table 2) giving rise to a 2D global network
shown in Figures 1 and 2. It is worth remarking that the

Table 2. Selected most important intermolecular hydrogen bonds
for compounds 1 and 2.[a]

1

C9–H9iv C9···O1iv H9···O1iv C9–H9···O1
0.93 3.397(6) 2.54 154.2
C1–H1v C1···N3v H1···N3v C1–H1···N3
0.93 3.618(6) 2.88 137.3

2

C9–H9iv C9···O1iv H9···O1iv C9–H9···O1
0.93 3.400(8) 2.4 154.3
C1–H1v C1···N3v H1···N3v C1–H1···N3
0.93 3.602(7) 2.87 136.8

[a] Symmetry transformations used to generate equivalent atoms:
iv = –x + 1/2, y + 1/2, –z + 1/2; v = x, –y, z – 1/2.

Figure 2. View along the [010] direction of structures 1 and 2. The
discontinuous lines represent the hydrogen bonds.
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hydrogen bonds linking the N atoms of the cyanato groups
with the C1 atom of the bpa groups connect molecular
units related by x, –y, z – 1/2 symmetry transformations,
since the distance between metallic atoms related by this
symmetry is the shortest one in these structures (6.999 Å
for 1 and 6.959 Å for 2).

IR and UV/Vis Spectroscopy and Thermal Behaviour

A summary of the most important IR bands correspond-
ing to compounds 1 and 2, together with their tentative
assignments,[10] are given in Table 3. As can be seen, the
two spectra exhibit an intense absorption at about
2200 cm–1, which is associated with the asymmetric stretch-
ing mode of the cyanato ligand. A broad band of medium
intensity at about 3500 cm–1 for 1 (Figure S4) must be asso-
ciated with the OH stretching vibrations of the atmospheric
water.

Table 3. IR bands [cm–1] and assignments for compounds 1 and 2.

1 2

ν(C–H)bpa 3200–2800 3200–2800
νas(C–N)NCO 2193 2194
ν(C=C), ν(C=N)bpa 1613 1611
ν(ArC–C)bpa 1424 1416
ν(C–O)NCO 1224 1222
δep(ArC–H)bpa 1069/1019 1071/1019
νfp(ArC–H)bpa 809 819
δ(NCO)NCO 635 625

The frequencies of the IR bands related to the bpa ligand
in the compounds are very close to their positions in the
free ligand (which are also displayed in Table 3), showing
that the pyridyl rings behave similarly in the complexes.
These results correlate well with similar coordinations of
the ligands to the metal ions, as observed in the structure
of isomorphous compounds.

The diffuse reflectance spectrum for compound 1 (Fig-
ure S6) exhibits three transitions attributed to spin-allowed
transitions from 4T1g(F) to 4T2g (F) (υ1 = 9200 cm–1), 4A2g

(F) (υ2 = 18800 cm–1) and 4T1g (P) (υ3 = 20300 cm–1), as
corresponds to high-spin octahedral CoII. At 35000 cm–1

the spectrum shows a charge-transfer band. The values of
Dq = 960 cm–1 and B = 869 cm–1 calculated from these
transitions are common for octahedral CoII complexes.[11]

The value of B is indicative of 89.5% of covalence for the
Co–N bonds in compound 1.

Table 4. Thermoanalytic data for compounds 1 and 2.[a]

Step Ti Tf ∆T %∆mexperimental %∆mtheoretical Assignation (per unit formula)

1 145 223 36.82 36.02 Loss of one bpa molecule
[Co(NCO)2(bpa)2] (1) 2 223 330 46.88 46.22 Pyrolysis other bpa molecule and two cyanato groups

Total 145 330 185 83.70 82.24

1 175 255 35.80 36.04 Loss of one bpa molecule
[Ni(NCO)2(bpa)2] (2) 2 255 375 41.90 46.24 Pyrolysis other bpa molecule and two cyanato groups

Total 175 375 200 77.70 82.28

[a] Ti [°C] = initial temperature, Tf [°C] = final temperature, ∆T = Tf – Ti, %∆mexperimental = experimental mass loss percentage,
%∆mtheoretical = theoretical mass loss percentage.
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For 2 (Figure S7), the UV/Vis spectrum exhibits the typi-
cal transitions for octahedral NiII compounds[12]with values
of Dq = 1010 cm–1, B = 1032 cm–1 (99.1% covalence) and
C = 2938 cm–1 (C/B = 2.85) calculated for spin-allowed
transitions from 3A2g(F) to 3T2g(F) (υ1 = 10100 cm–1),
3T1g(F) (υ2 = 16200 cm–1), 3T1g(P) (υ3 = 29100 cm–1) and
the spin-forbidden transition from 3A2g(F) to 1Eg (υ*1 =
13500 cm–1).

The TG curves (Figures S8 and S9) obtained for 1 and 2
(25–600 °C), under argon, indicate the occurence of two
steps (Table 4). The first one, which corresponds to a weight
loss of 36.82 % (1) and 35.80% (2), takes place between
145 °C and 223 °C (1) and 175 °C and 255 °C (2) and can
be attributed to one molecule of bpa. The second step takes
place between 223 °C and 330 °C (1) and 255 °C and 375 °C
(2) and corresponds to a weight loss of 46.88% (1) and
41.90 % (2). This step can be associated with the pyrolysis
of the other molecule of bpa and the two cyanato groups.

As seen for the thermal behaviour (Figure S8), the ther-
mal decomposition for compound 2 starts at a higher tem-
perature than for 1. This is indicative of a slightly higher
stability of the Ni compound that is also reflected in the
shorter Ni–N bond lengths and the higher rate of covalency
concluded by UV/Vis spectroscopy.

ESR Spectroscopic and Magnetic Properties

ESR spectroscopic measurements were carried out at
several temperatures over the range 2–300 K for com-
pounds 1 and 2. As expected for compound 2, having a
non-Kramer metallic ion, ESR spectra did not show any
signals over the whole temperature range. For compound 1,
even if X-band isotropic spectra were recorded below
100 K, just those corresponding to temperatures lower than
30 K acquired rhombic resolution.

The spectrum at 4 K (Figure 3) can be described in terms
of an effective spin doublet S = 1/2. The sum of the three
observed g values, g1 = 2.21, g2 = 2.75 and g3 = 7.70, are
close to the theoretical value of 13 proposed by Abragam
and Pryce[12], which is consistent with the slightly distorted
octahedral sphere around CoII in compound 1.

The thermal variation of χm for 1 shows a continuous
increase from χm = 12.24�10–3 cm3 mol–1 at room tempera-
ture. As observed in Figure 4, where χm

–1 and χmT values
vs. temperature are displayed, the Curie–Weiss law is
obeyed down to 50 K with values of Cm = 4.10 cm3 Kmol–1
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Figure 3. Experimental and calculated ESR powder spectra for 1 at 4 K.

Figure 4. Thermal evolution of χmT and χm
–1 for compound 1 and the corresponding Curie–Weiss curve.

and θ = –63.0 K. The decreasing values of χmT (from χmT
= 3.36 cm3 Kmol–1 at room temperature) should be inter-
preted in terms of the spin-orbit coupling rather than con-
sidering significant antiferromagnetic interactions between
the CoII centres.

The magnetic susceptibility for 2 continuously increases
from 40.82� 10–3 cm3 mol–1 at room temperature. Figure 5
shows the thermal variations of χm

–1 and χmT. The inverse
of χm follows the Curie–Weiss law along the whole range of
temperature (Cm = 1.23 cm3 Kmol–1 and θ = –2.04 K). The
χmT product slowly decreases with decreasing temperature
from χmT = 1.25 cm3 K mol–1 at room temperature down to
33 K (χmT = 1.15 cm3 Kmol–1). Upon further cooling, a
slight increase of χmT can be observed with a maximum at
12.6 K (χmT = 1.22 cm3 Kmol–1). At lower temperatures,
the χmT values tend to zero. This anomaly will be discussed
below.

The decrease of χmT upon cooling for 2 should be attrib-
uted to the occurrence of slight antiferromagnetic interactions
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between atoms connected through bpa ligands. Thus, if we
consider the chains only, magnetic data for 2 can be treated
on the basis of the Weng equation [Equation (1)] for the cal-
culation of χmT down to 33 K. This equation is applicable to
linear chains with S = 1 being based upon the spin Hamilto-
nian H = –ΣSiSi+1. The best fit (shown in Figure 5) has been
carried out by using J = –0.8 cm–1 and g = 2.21 in agreement
with very weakly coupled octahedral NiII ions.

(1)

where A = 0.019, B = 0.777, C = 3.436, D = 3.232, E =
5.834, α = J/kT; N and k are the Avogadro and Boltzmann
constants, respectively, g is the Landé factor, and β is the
Bohr magneton.

As observed, the theoretical fit (solid line) does not ac-
count for the anomaly at low temperatures. Assuming that
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Figure 5. Thermal evolution of χmT and χm
–1 for compound 2 and the corresponding theoretical Curie–Weiss curve.

the intrachain exchange through bpa only accounts for the
occurrence of weak antiferromagnetic interactions, the low-
temperature anomaly observed for 2 should be explained
by considering a 2D effect related to the packing of the
chains.

Figure 6 displays a 3D view of the metallic centres for 2
by considering the antiparallel coupling not only along the
Ni–(bpa)2–Ni chains but also between consecutive centres
connected through hydrogen bonds along the x and z direc-
tions. It is worth remarking that consecutive atoms along z
are not magnetically equivalent (they are related by the x, –
y, z + 1/2 symmetry transformation). On the other hand,
the intermetallic distance between these atoms is the short-
est one in the structure (6.959 Å): shorter than the distance
through bpa ligands (9.869 Å) and the distance on the xy
planes (10.593 Å). Taking into account these considera-
tions, an interchain canting effect along z can be proposed.
This canting could give rise to a weak ferromagnetic com-

Figure 6. Chart of interactions proposed for compound 2.
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ponent that accounts for the slight anomaly in the thermal
variation of the χmT product for 2.

To definitively confirm the existence of a canting phen-
omenon, measurements at different magnetic fields should
show a field dependence of the χmT values in the anomaly,
as thus occurs. Measurements at 0.1 T and 1 T have been
performed and, as expected, the lower the field the larger
the variation of χmT in the anomaly.

Since compounds 1 and 2 are isomorphous, the absence
of this effect for 1 can be explained by considering that the
stronger decrease of effective magnetic moment (µeff) for
CoII, due to the spin-orbit coupling, could be obscuring the
weak ferromagnetic component.

Conclusions

Compound 1 and 2 are new examples of the system M–
bpa–L where M is a divalent cation and L is N3, NCO,
NCS or N(CN)2. The structural features of all the com-
pounds characterised indicate that only the azido pseu-
dohalide can compete with bpa in the formation of inter-
metallic bridges. These compounds have bpa intermetallic
bridges, so their magnetic interactions are insignificant. On
the other hand, the bulkiness of the bpa ligand does not
seem to be an impediment for the stabilisation of octahedral
spheres consisting of four bpa groups and two pseudohalide
ligands for M(1):bpa(2) compounds.[7c,7d,9c,9d,9e,13] This is
because of the free rotation of the ethyl group.

In relation to M(1):bpa(2) compounds, some additional
aspects should be remarked upon. Two polymorphous com-
pounds of formula [Co(NCS)2(bpa)2] have been reported to
date. One of them, by Park et al.,[14] consists of interpen-
etrated 2D units where each octahedral sphere is connected
to another four through N,N�–bpa groups. On the contrary,
for the second polymorphous compound[4,9b] each octahe-
dral sphere is connected to another two through double
N,N�–bpa bridges. This latter structural unit is common for
the rest of M(1):bpa(2) compounds reported so far[4,5] (in-
cluding compounds 1 and 2). In fact, there are even more
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similarities among these structures since not only the re-
sulting chains but also their packing on the xy planes are
nearly identical for these compounds. What is novel in com-
pounds 1 and 2 is the 2D global network observed in their
structures, which gives rise to a 2D effect leading to the
ferromagnetic component between the chains.

Experimental Section
Synthesis: The synthesis of compound 1 was carried out by mixing
an aqueous solution (10 mL) of KNCO (41 mg, 0.5 mmol) with an
aqueous solution (20 mL) of Co(NO3)2·6H2O (73 mg, 0.25 mmol).
After 30 min of stirring, a warm methanolic solution (20 mL) of
1,2-bis(4-pyridyl)ethane (bpa) (46 mg, 0.25 mmol) was added. The
resulting solution was filtered off the precipitate and was left to
stand at room temperature. Several days later, prismatic, pink, X-
ray-quality single crystals were obtained. Compound 2 was simi-
larly synthesised by using Ni(NO3)2·6H2O (73 mg, 0.25 mmol). In
this case, prismatic, blue, X-ray-quality single crystals were ob-
tained. Elemental analyses results were in good agreement with the
structure. 1: C26H24CoN6O2 (511.4): calcd. C 61.06, H 4.73, N
16.43; found C 60.12, H 4.71, N 16.40. 2: C26H24N6NiO2 (511.2):
calcd. C 61.09, H 4.73, N 16.44, found C 60.60, H 4.67, N 16.25.

Physical Measurements: Microanalyses were performed with a
LECO CHNS-932 analyser. Infrared spectroscopy was performed
with a MATTSON FTIR 1000 spectrophotometer over the 400–
4000 cm–1 region. Thermal analyses were obtained by using a TA
Instruments SDT-2960 DSC-TGA unit at a heating rate of 5 °C.
Diffuse reflectance spectra were recorded at room temperature with
a CARY 2415 spectrometer over the range 5000–45000 cm–1. ESR
spectroscopy was performed on powdered samples at the X-band
frequency, with a Bruker ESR 300 spectrometer equipped with a
standard OXFORD low-temperature device, which was calibrated
by the NMR probe for the magnetic field. The frequency was mea-
sured with a Hewlett–Packard 5352B microwave-frequency com-
puter. Magnetic susceptibilities and the magnetisation of powdered
samples were carried out over the temperature range 1.8–300 K at
values of up to 1000 G for the magnetic field by using a Quantum
Design Squid magnetometer, equipped with a helium continuous-
flow cryostat. The experimental susceptibilities were corrected for
the diamagnetism of the constituent atoms (Pascal tables).[15]

Crystal Structure Determination: Single-crystal X-ray measure-
ments for compounds 1 and 2 were performed at room temperature
with an Enraf–Nonius CAD-4 automatic four-circle diffractometer
with graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.71070 Å),
operating in the ω/2θ scanning mode by using suitable crystals for
data collection. Accurate lattice parameters were determined from
the least-squares refinement of 25 well-centred reflections. Intensity
data were collected in the θ range 2.27–29.96° for compound 1,
and in the θ range 2.28–30.08° for compound 2. During the data
collection, two standard reflections, periodically observed, showed
no significant variation. Corrections for Lorentz and polarisation
factors were applied to the intensity values. The structure was
solved by heavy-atom Patterson methods using the program
SHELXS97[16] and refined by a full-matrix least-squares procedure
on F2 using SHELXL97.[17] Non-hydrogen atomic scattering fac-
tors were taken from the International Tables of X-ray Crystal-
lography.[18] In Table 5 crystallographic data and processing param-
eters for compounds 1 and 2 are shown. The higher values of R1

and wR2 for compound 2 can be associated with the lower quality
of the crystals formed. CCDC-206333 (1) and -206334 (2) contain
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the supplementary crystallographic data for this paper. These data
can be obtained free of charge from The Cambridge Crystallo-
graphic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif.

Table 5. Crystallographic data and refinements for compounds 1
and 2.

Compound 1 2

Empirical formula C26H24CoN6O2 C26H24N6NiO2

Mr [gmol–1] 511.4 511.2
Crystal system monoclinic monoclinic
Space group C2/c C2/c
a [Å] 18.814(3) 18.746(7)
b [Å] 9.945(3) 9.869(6)
c [Å] 13.995(2) 13.914(4)
β [°] 107.77(1) 107.58(3)
V [Å3] 2493.6(9) 2454(2)
ρcalcd. [g cm–3] 1.362 1.384
ρobsd. [g cm–3] 1.40 1.43
µ [mm–1] 0.723 0.826
F (000) 1060 1064
θ range [°] 2.27–29.96 2.28–30.08
Collected reflections 3699 3650
Independent reflections 3602 3554
Parameters 159 159
R1(Fo)[a] 0.076 0.1046
wR2(Fo

2)[b] 0.1774 0.205
∆ρmax/∆ρmin [eÅ–3] 0.926/–0.935 1.494/–0.836

[a] R1(Fo) = [(∑||Fo| – |Fc||)/(∑|Fo|)]. [b] wR2(Fo
2) = {∑[w(Fo

2 – Fc
2)2]/

∑[w(Fo
2)2]}1/2; w = 1/[σ2(|Fo|) + (0.03P)2], P = (Fo

2 + 2Fc
2)/3.

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): Structure views, IR and UV/Vis spectra, and TG curves for 1
and 2.
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A series of ternary organic/inorganic/polymer hybrid materi-
als have been assembled on the basis of the coordination
chemistry principle. Mercapto-functionalized MBA-Si from
MBA (4-mercaptobenzoic acid) behaves as the first coordina-
tion unit, which forms sulfide linkages, resulting in an inor-
ganic Si–O network after hydrolysis and copolycondensation
with TEOS (tetraethoxysilane). The organic polymers PVPD
[poly(4-vinylpyridine)] and PMMA [poly(methyl methacryl-
ate)] play a role of the second coordination unit, whose or-

Introduction

The study on luminescent rare earth (especially Eu3+ and
Tb3+) complexes has gained great interest during the past
decades for their fascinating properties including high
quantum efficiency, narrow emission bands, high color pu-
rity, large Stokes shifts, and long lifetime, which can be ex-
pected to have large potential applications in the fields of
luminescent sensors, lasers, fluorescent probes, light-emit-
ting diodes, optical amplifiers, and so on.[1] Nevertheless,
due to their poor thermal stability and low mechanical re-
sistances, rare earth complexes have been excluded from
practical applications.[2] Therefore, many researchers incor-
porate rare earth complexes into an inert host (silica gel or
polymer matrix) to construct organic–inorganic hybrids by
using the sol–gel method[3,4] to combine remarkable mutual
features of both organic and inorganic components.[5]

Typically, according to the interfacial force between the
organic and inorganic phases of the hybrid materials, the
synthetic procedures can be categorized into two main
routes.[6] One is called the conventional doping method: the
organic compound is dispersed or dissolved into an inor-
ganic host through weak physical interactions (such as hy-
drogen bonding, van der Waals forces, or electrostatic
forces)[7] and easily introduces inhomogeneity and leaching
or clustering of the photoactive center, which results from
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ganic polymeric C–C chain originates from addition polymer-
ization of the monomers 4-VPD (4-vinylpyridine) and MMA
(methyl methacrylate), respectively. These hybrids are char-
acterized in detail to compare with the binary hybrids with-
out an organic polymer unit, whose results reveal that the
microstructure, the thermal stability, and especially the pho-
toluminescence properties of the hybrid system are improved
with the introduction of the polymer as the coligand.

the high vibration energy of the hydroxy groups surround-
ing rare earth ions. The other synthesis method involving
covalent bonds can avoid these shortcomings. The resulting
hybrid materials show improved chemical stability and
compatibility owing to the covalent linking of the two
parts.[8] Thus, more and more attention has been paid to the
chemically bonding method to construct organic–inorganic
hybrid materials. Carlos et al. have done important work
and have lately written a review on lanthanide-containing
light-emitting organic–inorganic hybrids.[9] More recently,
Binnemans gives a more extensive overview of the different
types of lanthanide-based hybrid materials and compared
their respective advantages and disadvantages.[10]

The critical step to assemble molecular-based hybrid ma-
terials is to design a functional molecular bridge that can
coordinate rare earth ions and covalently bond to silox-
anes.[11] Our group has realized six main modification
paths, amino group, carboxyl group, hydroxy group, sul-
fonic group, and methylene group modification, and further
introduced an organic polymer into the hybrid materials
not only as a matrix but also as a component that can coor-
dinate to the rare earth ions through the oxygen or nitrogen
atom, as they have attractive properties such as low cost,
light weight, easy to fabricate, and convenient to control
various optical parameters.[12] In our organic/inorganic/
polymer hybrid materials, the bridge molecule acts as small
molecular ligand and the polymer acts as a macromolecular
ligand or coligand.[13] Under these circumstances, both the
small bridge molecules and the polymer can absorb exci-
tation energy and transfer it to rare earth ions to obtain
hybrid materials with excellent luminescent properties.
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In this paper, a mercapto-group-functionalized aromatic
compound is selected for the preparation of the precursor,
for the mercapto group is very active in many reactions.[14]

Binary organic–inorganic hybrids based on 2-MBA (2-mer-
captobenzoic acid) have been investigated in detail.[15] Here,
we construct the ternary rare earth (Eu, Tb) organic/inor-
ganic/polymeric hybrid materials based on 4-MBA by using
a different polymer and the sol–gel method, and we synthe-
sized the binary organic–inorganic hybrids simultaneously
for comparison.

Results and Discussion

The scheme for the synthesis process and the predicted
compositions of the precursors and the binary and ternary
hybrid materials are presented in Figure 1 and Figures S1
and S2 in the Supporting Information. As we know, it is
very difficult to prove the exact structure of these kinds of
noncrystalline hybrid materials, and it is hardly possible to
solve the coordination behavior of rare earth ions. However,
the main composition and their coordination effects can be
predicted according to the rare earth coordination chemis-
try principle and the organic functional groups present.
Considering the molecular structure of ligands 4-MBA-Si
(P1, P2, P3), the carboxylate group remains after the mer-
capto modification of 4-MBA. So it can be assumed that
the three COO– groups can provide six coordination sites
from the chemical behavior of the aromatic carboxylates.[16]

The S atom in the sulfide linkage is not coordinated to the
rare earth ions because of its large steric hindrance and its
weak coordination ability. For the ternary hybrids intro-
duced by polymers PVPD [poly(4-vinylpyridine)] and
PMMA [poly(methyl methacrylate)], the functional groups
within them can provide one coordinated nitrogen atom
(pyridine of PVPD) or oxygen atom (methacrylate of
PMMA). Furthermore, according to the previous research
of Horrocks,[17] it can be deduced that one or two water
molecules may participate in the coordination of these hy-
brids. The prediction has also been confirmed by infrared
spectra. Here it needs to be referred that the scheme is only
to show the average coordination chemistry behavior
around rare earth ions, which does not represent the exact
structure of the hybrids.

The Fourier transform infrared spectra of the initial li-
gand MBA and the three precursors (P1 denote MBA-
TEPIC, P2 denote MBA-APS and P3 denote MBA-CPS,
where TEPIC = 3-(triethoxysiyl)propyl isocyanate, APS =
(3-aminopropyl)trimethoxysilane, and CPS = (3-chloro-
propyl)trimethoxysilane) are presented in Figure 2a. As is
clearly seen, there exists a broad band centered at around
2934 and 2874 cm–1 in the three precursors, which can be
ascribed to the asymmetric stretching vibration and sym-
metric stretching vibration for the methylene (-CH2-) group
of the coupling reagents. The vanishing of the ν(S–H) at
2541 cm–1 for the three precursors compared to MBA and
the appearance of the ν(C–S–C) at 696 cm–1 suggest the
modification of the coupling reagent. The large broad band
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Figure 1. The predicted structure of the ternary hybrid materials.

at about 3414 cm–1 and the low absorption peak at 921 cm–1

in the three precursors are assigned to the stretching vi-
bration and the out-of-plain bending vibration of O–H. The
disappearance of the stretch vibration of (N=C=O) at
2250–2275 cm–1 for P1, the ν(N–H) at 1209 cm–1 for P2, and
the ν(C–Cl) at 800 cm–1 for P3 indicate the coupling reagent
is grafted onto MBA. Additionally, the existence of a
stretching vibration of Si–C at 1196 cm–1 and the stretching
vibration of Si–O at 1099 and 1047 cm–1 suggest the forma-
tion of the siloxane bonds. Figure 2b shows the FTIR spec-
tra of selected hybrid materials. The two absorption bands
at 1594 and 1424 cm–1 correspond to the symmetric vi-
bration and asymmetric vibration of the carbonyl group
(COO–), respectively. The three absorption bands around
2934 cm–1 are due to the –CH2– vibration, and the broad
band at 3396 cm–1 corresponds to the O–H (vs). The strong
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peak at 1383 cm–1 is assigned to the stretching vibration of
NO3

–, which indicates the nitrate group is not coordinated
to RE3+. Further, there also exists the Eu–O vibration at
545 cm–1 which suggests the carbonyl group COO– is coor-
dinated to the rare earth ions. For PVPD-Eu-M1, the Eu–
N vibration is located at 476 cm–1.

Figure 2. FTIR spectra of (a) the free ligand MBA and the three
precursors MBA-Si (P1, P2, P3, respectively) and (b) for the selected
hybrids.

Figure 3 shows the ultraviolet absorption spectra
(5�10–4  DMF solution) of MBA, P1, P2, and P3. It is
observed that there exists a broad absorption band for each
compound (at 273, 264, 279, and 280 nm for MBA, P1, P2,
and P3, respectively), which is ascribed to the major π–π*
electronic transitions. Comparing the precursors with the
original compound MBA, a blueshift (about 9 nm) of the
absorption peak appears for P1, whereas for P2 (about
6 nm) and P3 (about 7 nm) it shifted to a longer wavelength.
This phenomenon indicates that the electron distribution of
the conjugating system has changed after modification of
MBA. Besides, we also can infer that the coupling reagents
are grafted to MBA successfully.

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3498–35053500

Figure 3. The ultraviolet absorption spectra of the free ligand MBA
(A), precursors P1 (B), precursor P2 (C), and precursor P3 (D).

Figure S3 (Supporting Information) presents the X-ray
diffraction (from 10 to 70°) spectra of the selected hybrid
materials Eu-M1, PVPD-Eu-M1, and PMMA-Eu-M1,
which reveal that all the obtained hybrid materials are
amorphous in the whole range. All the materials exhibit
similar XRD patterns with a broad peak centered at around
23°, which is the characteristic diffraction of amorphous
siliceous backbone material.[18] By comparison to the bi-
nary hybrids, there is no new diffraction peaks for the ter-
nary hybrids with PVPD or PMMA, which show that the
introduction of the macromolecular ligands in the hybrid
system cannot affect the disordered silicon skeleton.
Furthermore, there are many narrow weak peaks in these
samples, corresponding to the incomplete hydrolysis–con-
densation of the excessive TEOS (tetraethoxysilane) mole-
cules. TEOS molecules can carry on the hydrolysis–conden-
sation process themselves or with a silane coupling reagent.
If the hydrolysis–condensation process of the excessive
TEOS molecules takes place among themselves, the ordered
Si–O network can form a better crystal state. Then the nar-
row peaks appear, but the small amount of the ordered Si–
O network brings the weak intensity. In addition, neither
of the samples exhibit measurable amounts of the phase
corresponding to the free ligands or the free salts, which
can support the formation of the covalently bonded hy-
brids.

The DSC and TGA data for the ternary polymeric hy-
brid material PVPD-Eu-M1 (Figure 4) shows 9% weight
loss at 170 °C, which is due to the loss of the residual and
coordinated water molecule. Between 170 and 600 °C, a
weight loss of 37% is observed, which is ascribed to the
decomposition of the organics in the material. Correspond-
ing with this weight loss, are two obvious exothermic peaks
at 210 and 530 °C observed from the DSC curve, which is
concordant with the pyrolysis of the material releasing en-
ergy. There are additional weight losses of 4% between 600
and 800 °C and a very gradual loss of 1% at 1000 °C with-
out obvious absorbing and releasing energy in the DSC
curve. The residual weight (49%) is mainly inorganic Si–O
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networks (1090 cm–1 in FTIR). The results show that this
kind of organic/inorganic/polymeric hybrid material is
stable under 210 °C. This thermal stability is higher than
the pure complex and also better than the binary organic/
inorganic hybrid material according to the literature.[15]

Figure 4. Selected DSC and TGA traces of the ternary hybrid ma-
terial PVPD-Eu-M1.

Figure S4 (Supporting Information) and Figure 5 show
the micrographs of the selected binary and ternary hybrid
materials, respectively. It can be seen from the images of all
hybrids that homogeneous systems are formed. Moreover,
phase separation phenomenon cannot be observed, which
always appears in the conventional doping method. By
comparison with the binary and the ternary hybrid materi-
als, we can observe distinct differences of the micromor-
phology. For the binary hybrids, the microstructure exhibits
the irregular shaped particles on the surface, whereas for
the ternary hybrids, a more regular and uniform micro-
structure with ordered morphology on the surface can be
obviously observed. This result verifies that the organic
polymer (organic polymeric chains) may play an important
role in the formation of the ultimate complicated hybrid
system. For ternary hybrids, Figure 5a exhibits a petal-
shaped, flake-layered, and globular structure. Figure 5b
presents very ordered dendritic structure. Figure 5c,d show
the perthitic structure with many small irregular particles
on the surface. Figure 5e displays a regular and ordered
globular structure. Figure 5f also has many ordered stripes
with many small-sized uniform flake layers on the surface,
which is amplified and clearly shown in Figure 5g for analy-
sis. The luminescent center with the polymer is firstly ac-
complished by chelation not only through a small bridge
molecule MBA-Si but also through macromolecular ligands
PVPD or PMMA. Owing to the coordination effect and the
steric hindrance of the polymer (as the terminal ligand), the
structure of the luminescent center becomes rigid. Sub-
sequently, the cohydrolysis and copolycondensation process
is completed around the luminescent center. Therefore, it is
easy to form a flake or globular structure. The flake struc-
ture can be stacked to petal shaped or layer shaped under
different experimental conditions (polarity of the solvent,
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for example). Moreover, the polymers PVPD or PMMA be-
have as the termini ligand through simple chelation of the
nitrogen or oxygen atom, The long organic chains supply
the template effect to induce the cohydrolysis and copoly-
condensation process, which results in the long dendritic or
stripe-shaped morphology. In summary, we can conclude
that a more ordered and regular microstructure can be
achieved with the introduction of the polymer.

Figure 5. SEM images of the ternary hybrid materials: (a) PVPD-
Eu-M1, (b) PMMA-Eu-M1, (c) PMMA-Eu-M2, (d) PVPD-Eu-M3,
(e) PVPD-Tb-M1, (f) PMMA-Tb-M3, (g) amplified image of (f).

Figure S5 (Supporting Information) exhibits the UV/Vis
diffuse reflection absorption spectra of selected europium
and terbium hybrids. As can be seen, there is a large broad
absorption band in each hybrid that is attributed to the π–
π* electronic transition of the aromatic ring in the hybrid
system. It is worth noting that the large broad band over-
laps from 220 to 500 nm, which proves that not only the
small molecular ligand MBA could absorb abundant energy
in the UV/Vis region, but the macromolecular ligand PVPD
or PMMA can also enhance the absorbance ability. This
energy can be transferred to rare earth ions through the
“antenna effect” and sensitize the rare earth ions.

Figure 6 show the selected excitation spectra of all the
europium hybrid materials in the solid state at room tem-
perature, which are preformed under the maximum wave-
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length of 613 nm for Eu3+. A broad absorption band in the
range from 220 to 450 nm is attributed to the mercapto-
modified Si–O linkage host.[19] Here, the organically modi-
fied Si–O hybrid hosts not only behaves as the host but also
as the ligands for the coordination bonds between MBA-Si
(M1, M2, M3) and Eu3+.[20] The absorption of the photo-
active organically modified group and the –Si–O– network
both play a role in the energy transfer and luminescence of
Eu3+ within the hybrid systems. It is noteworthy that the
wide excitation bands should contain the charge transfer
state of Eu–O between Eu3+ and the MBA-Si unit. Besides,
the weak narrow lines located at 393 nm are probably due
to transitions within the 4f6 configuration of Eu3+ (7F0–5L6

transition) and overlapped with the wide excitation of the
host.[21]

Figure 6. Selected excitation spectra of the europium hybrid materi-
als; the curves from A to I denote Eu/Tb-M1, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M1,
PMMA-Eu/Tb-M1, Eu/Tb-M2, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M2, PMMA-Eu/Tb-
M2, Eu/Tb-M3, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M3, PMMA-Eu/Tb-M3, respectively.

Figure 7 presents the luminescence spectra of ternary eu-
ropium and terbium organic/inorganic/polymeric hybrid
materials in the visible range (from 550 to 700 nm for euro-
pium and from 400 to 600 nm for terbium). For europium
hybrids, all the emission spectra display the characteristic
Eu3+ 5D0�7FJ (J = 0–4) intra-4f6 transitions at 575, 589,
614, 649, and 700 nm, respectively.[19] Among these emis-
sion peaks, the orange emission at 589 nm and the predomi-
nant red emission at 614 nm (associated with 5D0�7F1 and
5D0�7F2 transitions, respectively) are obviously observed,
whereas the other transitions are relatively weaker. The de-
tailed luminescence data are shown in Table 1. As we know,
the 5D0�7F2 transition is the electric dipole transition with
hypersensitivity to the local symmetry of the coordination
sphere of the Eu3+ ions, whereas the magnetic dipole transi-
tion 5D0�7F1 is practically independent of the host mate-
rial, so the intensity ratio of the red and orange intensities is
considered as the coefficient to the symmetry around Eu3+.
When the ratio is higher, the europium ion generally occu-
pies a lower symmetry microenvironment,[22] and the data
shown in Table 1 indicate that the europium ion may oc-
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cupy the low symmetry sphere in ternary hybrids containing
PMMA. For terbium hybrids, we can see that the narrow
emission lines are recorded upon a broad emission band
from 350 to 650 nm. The narrow lines are ascribed to the
characteristic Tb3+ emission with peaks at 486, 542, 581,
and 618 nm corresponding to 5D4�7FJ (J = 6–3), respec-
tively, whereas the broad band are attributed to the emis-
sion of the organically modified Si–O group that is not
transferred to the terbium ion.

Figure 7. The emission spectra of (a) Eu hybrids and (b) Tb hy-
brids; the curves from B to J denote Eu/Tb-M1, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M1,
PMMA-Eu/Tb-M1, Eu/Tb-M2, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M2, PMMA-Eu/Tb-
M2, Eu/Tb-M3, PVPD-Eu/Tb-M3, PMMA-Eu/Tb-M3, respectively.

For further investigation of the photoluminescence prop-
erties, we measure the decay curves of all the europium and
terbium hybrid materials at room temperature. All the typi-
cal decay curves can be described as a single exponential
(ln[S(t)/S0] = –k1t = –t/τ; Figure S6 in the Supporting Infor-
mation shows the decay curve of the Eu-M1 hybrids). The
resulting luminescent lifetimes of the europium hybrids are
summarized in Table 1. Furthermore, we selectively deter-
mined the emission quantum efficiency of the 5D0 Eu3+ ex-
cited state for europium-containing hybrids on the basis of
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Table 1. Luminescence efficiencies and lifetimes for the europium
hybrid materials.

Hybrid Materials I02/I01
[a] τ [ms][b] Ar Anr η [%][c] nw

Eu-M1 2.67 0.432 195 2120 8 ~
PVPD-Eu-M1 3.77 0.485 224 1839 11 ~2
PMMA-Eu-M1 3.65 1.052 241 951 25 ~1
Eu-M2 2.21 0.478 176 1916 8 ~2
PVPD-Eu-M2 3.49 0.618 228 1390 14 ~1.5
PMMA-Eu-M2 3.52 0.794 229 1030 18 ~1
Eu-M3 2.25 0.43 194 2132 8 ~2
PVPD-Eu-M3 3.03 0.658 187 1333 12 ~1.5
PMMA-Eu-M3 3.31 0.958 220 824 21 ~1

[a] Integrated intensity of the 5D0 � 7FJ emission curves. [b] For
the 5D0 excited state of Eu3+, whose error is �50 µs. [c] For 5D0

quantum efficiency.

emission spectra and the lifetimes of the 5D0 emitting level.
Assuming that only nonradiative and radiative processes
are essentially involved in the depopulation of the 5D0 state,
η can be defined by Equation (1).[23]

(1)

Here, Ar and Anr represent radiative and nonradiative
transition rates, respectively. Ar can be obtained by sum-
ming over the radiative rates A0J for each 5D0�7FJ (J = 0–
4) transition of Eu3+. Because 5D0�7F1 belongs to the iso-
lated magnetic dipole transition, it is practically indepen-
dent of the chemical environments around the Eu3+ ion as
an internal reference for the whole spectra; the experimental
coefficients of spontaneous emission, A0J, can be calculated
according to the equation.[24,25] The emission intensity, I,
taken as integrated intensity S of the 5D0�7F0–4 emission
curves. On the basis of the above discussion, the quantum
efficiencies of the europium hybrid materials can be deter-
mined, as shown in Table 1. Seen from Equation (1), the
value η mainly depends on the values of two factors: one is
lifetime and the other is I02/I01 (red/orange ratio). If the
lifetime and red/orange ratio are large, the quantum effi-
ciency must be high. As can be seen clearly from Table 1,
the quantum efficiencies of the europium hybrid materials
are determined in the order: PMMA-Eu-M � PVPD-Eu-
M � PMAA-Eu-M for the same coupling reagent. That is,
the ternary polymer-containing hybrids exhibit higher lumi-
nescence quantum efficiency than the binary hybrids, in
particular, the ternary PMMA polymer-containing hybrids
show the highest luminescence quantum efficiency, which
are in accord with the order of luminescence intensities and
lifetimes. The results reveal that with the introduction of
the polymer as the macromolecule ligand or coligand, the
luminescence properties of the overall hybrid system are im-
proved by the increasing ratio of the radiative transitions.
Here it is noteworthy that the absolute overall quantum
yields had better be measured in order to show the real
luminescent behavior, but here we merely want to compare
the different hybrids relatively. The deep investigation needs
to be underway.
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To study the coordination environment surrounding the
lanthanide ions, especially the influence caused by vi-
brations of water molecules according to Horrocks,[15] it is
expected that the probable number of coordinated water
molecules (nw) can be calculated by Equation (2).

nw = 1.05 (Aexp – Arad) (2)

On the basis of the results, the coordination number of
water molecules (Eu containing hybrid materials) can be
estimated to be 1–2. The coordination water molecules pro-
duce severe vibrations of the hydroxy group, resulting in
large nonradiative transitions and a decrease in the lumines-
cent efficiency. The 4-MBA-Si (P1, P2, P3) bridge molecules
provide three coordinated COO– groups to occupy the
equal six coordination number and the functional group of
polymers show the one coordinated N (PCPD) or O
(PMMA) atom. So the total coordination number for the
Eu (Tb) ion in the ternary hybrids is 8–9, which corre-
sponds to rare earth coordination chemistry behavior.

Conclusions

In summary, on the basis of coordination chemistry, ter-
nary rare earth/organic/inorganic/polymeric hybrid materi-
als containing both inorganic networks (Si–O–Si, first li-
gand) and organic polymeric C–C chains (second ligand)
have been assembled. The small bridge molecule ligand pre-
cursor MBA-Si is constructed through mercapto function-
alization with different coupling reagents and the polymer
ligand is synthesized by polymerization reaction. The re-
sults reveal that the ternary hybrid materials present more
regular morphology, stronger luminescence intensity, longer
lifetimes, and higher quantum efficiency than the binary hy-
brids, indicating that the introduction of the polymer can
induce the self-assembly process of the microstructure and
sensitize the luminescence of the hybrid materials.

Experimental Section
Materials: 4-Mercaptobenzoic acid (4-MBA), tetraethoxysilane
(TEOS), and the three cross-linking reagents [3-(triethoxysilyl)-
propyl isocyanate (TEPIC), (3-aminopropyl)trimethoxysilane
(APS), (3-chloropropyl)trimethoxysilane (CPS)] were all analytical
reagents. Other starting reagents were used as received.
Europium and terbium nitrates were obtained by dissolving the
corresponding oxides in concentrated nitric acid.

Synthesis of Precursors and Polymers: Three precursors and the
polymer are prepared according to ref.[13] and depicted in Figure S1
(Supporting Information).

Precursor 1 (P1). Modification by TEPIC: 4-MBA (1 mmol) was
first dissolved in refluxing anhydrous THF by stirring, and then
TEPIC (1 mmol) was added to the solution dropwise. The whole
mixture was heated at reflux at 80 °C for 3 h under an atmosphere
of argon in a covered flask. After cooling, the solvent was removed
under reduced pressure, and then the residue was washed with hex-
ane (3 � 20 mL). P1 was obtained as a yellow oil. Yield: 0.34 g,
85%. C17H27NO6SSi (401.56): calcd. C 50.85, H 6.78, N 3.49;
found C 50.53, H 6.87, N 3.56. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDC13): δ =
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0.63 (t, 2-H, CH2Si), 1.25 (t, 9-H, CH2CH3), 1.57 (m, 2-H,
CH2CH2CH2), 3.20 (t, 2-H, CH2CH2CH2), 3.73 (q, 6-H, CH2CH3),
7.35 (q, 1-H, -C6H4), 7.42 (t, 1-H, NH), 7.68 (d, 1-H, -C6H4), 7.87
(q, 1-H, -C6H4), 8.74 (d, 1-H, -C6H4), 11.30 (s, 1-H, OH) ppm.

Precursor 2 (P2). Modification by APS: 4-MBA (1 mmol) was first
dissolved in refluxing pyridine by stirring, and then APS (1 mmol)
was added to the solution dropwise. The whole mixture was heated
at reflux at 100 °C for 8 h under an atmosphere of argon in a cov-
ered flask. After cooling, the solvent was removed under reduced
pressure, and then the residue was washed with hexane (3�20 mL).
P2 was obtained as a yellow oil. Yield: 0.31 g, 87%. C16H26O5SSi
(358.53): calcd. C 53.60, H 7.31; found C 53.23, H 7.23. 1H NMR
(400 MHz, CDC13): δ = 0.66 (t, 2-H, CH2Si), 1.25 (t, 9-H,
CH2CH3) 1.71 (m, 2-H, CH2CH2CH2), 3.17 (t, 2-H, CH2CH2CH2),
3.54 (q, 6-H, CH2CH3), 7.21 (q, 1-H, -C6H4), 7.45 (d, 1-H, -C6H4),
7.76 (q, 1-H, -C6H4), 7.97 (d, 1-H, -C6H4), 11.02 (s, 1-H, OH) ppm.

Precursor 3 (P3). Modification by CPS: 4-MBA (1 mmol) was first
dissolved in DMF by stirring, and then CPS (1 mmol) was added
to the solution dropwise. K2CO3 (0.01 g) was added as catalyst.
The whole mixture was heated at reflux at 120 °C for 6 h under an
atmosphere of argon in a covered flask. After filtration, the solvent
was removed under reduced pressure, and then the residue was
washed with hexane (3�20 mL). P3 was obtained as a yellow oil.
Yield: 0.26 g, 83%. C13H20O5SSi (316.45): calcd. C 49.34, H 6.37;
found C 49.57, H 6.53. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDC13): δ = 0.75 (t,
2-H, CH2Si), 1.89 (m, 2-H, CH2CH2CH2), 3.13 (t, 2-H,
CH2CH2CH2), 3.61 (s, 9-H, CH3), 7.12 (q, 1-H,
-C6H4), 7.30 (d, 1-H, -C6H4), 7.78 (q, 1-H, -C6H4), 8.08 (d, 1-H,
-C6H4), 11.02 (s, 1-H, OH) ppm.

Synthesis of the Polymer PVPD (PMMA): 4-Vinylpyridine (PVPD)
[or methyl methacrylate (PMMA)] (1 mmol) was weighed and
transferred into a separating funnel. It was then washed with 0.1 

sodium hydroxide solution to remove the inhibitor. After oscillating
for 5 min and standing for 2 h, the water phase and upper oil phase
were separated. The residual water was removed with anhydrous
copper sulfate. After purification and reduced pressure distillation
under a nitrogen atmosphere, the monomer was injected into a cov-
ered three mouth flask with azobisisobutyronitrile (AIBN) (or
benzoyl peroxide, BPO) as an initiator. The mixture was dissolved
in methanol [or blend-solvent (BS) of toluene and ethyl acetate]
and maintained at 65 °C (or 70 °C) for 8 h (or 6 h) under flowing
high-purity nitrogen. After removal of the solvent, a canary yellow
and stringy liquid was obtained. The product was dried in a vac-
uum desiccator after recrystallization by using methanol and anhy-
drous ether (see Figure S1, Supporting Information).

Synthesis of the Binary (Ternary) Rare Earth Inorganic/Organic/
Polymeric Hybrid Materials: The binary hybrids are prepared ac-
cording to ref.[13] (Figure S2, Supporting Information). The typical
procedure for the preparation of the ternary hybrid materials is
as follows (Figure 1). The above-prepared precursor (1 mmol) was
dissolved in dry ethanol with stirring, and then a stoichiometric
amount of Ln(NO3)3·6H2O [corresponding amount of polymer
(PVPD for example) with DMF solution] was added dropwise. Af-
ter 3 h, TEOS and H2O were added to the solution to allow a sol–
gel process, and then one drop of diluted hydrochloric acid was
added to promote hydrolysis. The molar ratio of Ln(NO3)3·6H2O/
P1(/Polymer)/TEOS/H2O was 1:3(:3):6:24. After hydrolysis, an ap-
propriate amount of hexamethylenetetramine was added to adjust
to pH 6–7. The mixture was agitated magnetically in a covered Tef-
lon beaker to obtain a single phase, and then it was aged at 65 °C
for gelation in about 7 d. The final hybrid material named Eu-M1

or Tb-M1 (PVPD-Eu-M1 or PVPD-Tb-M1) was collected as mono-

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3498–35053504

lithic bulks and ground into powdered material for the photophysi-
cal studies.

Physical Measurements: All measurements were performed at room
temperature. Infrared spectra were recorded with a Nexus 912
AO439 FTIR spectrophotometer. We mixed the compound with
the dried potassium bromide (KBr) and then pressed into pellets.
The spectra were collected over the range 4000–400 cm–1 by averag-
ing 32 scans at a maximum resolution of 8 cm–1. 1H NMR spectra
were recorded in CDCl3 with a Bruker Avance-400 spectrometer
with tetramethylsilane (TMS) as an internal reference. The ultravio-
let absorption spectra (5�10–4  DMF solution) were recorded
with an Agilent 8453 spectrophotometer. The UV/Vis diffuse reflec-
tion spectra of the powder samples were recorded with a BWS003
spectrophotometer. X-ray powder diffraction patterns were re-
corded by using a Rigaku D/max-rB diffractometer system
equipped with a Cu anode in a 2θ range from 10 to 70°. Thermo-
gravimetric analysis (TGA) and differential scanning calorimetry
(DSC) traces were performed with a Netzsch STA 409 at a heating
rate of 15 °C/min under a nitrogen atmosphere. The fluorescence
spectra were obtained with a RF-5301 spectrophotometer equipped
with a stablespec-xenon lamp (450 W) as the light source. Lumines-
cent lifetimes were recorded with an Edinburgh FLS 920 phos-
phorimeter by using a 450-W xenon lamp as the excitation source
(pulse width, 3 µs). The microstructures were checked by scanning
electronic microscopy (SEM, Philips XL-30).

Supporting Information (see footnote on the first page of this arti-
cle): Figures of the synthesis process of precursors or polymer, the
binary hybrids, selected X-ray diffraction graph of hybrid materials,
SEM of binary hybrids, UV/Vis diffuse reflection absorption spec-
tra, and the decay curves of the hybrid materials.
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Three novel copper–radical complexes [Cu(PhCOO)2-
(NITpPy)2(H2O)2] (1), [Cu2(Me3CCOO)4(NITpPy)2] (2), and
[{Cu2(Me3CCOO)4(NITpPy)}n] (3) [NITpPy = 4,4,5,5-tetra-
methyl-2-(4-pyridyl)-2-imidazoline-1-oxyl 3-oxide] were
synthesized and characterized structurally as well as mag-
netically. It is noteworthy that the syntheses of complexes 2
and 3 are similar except for the temperature of the reaction
between Cu(Me3CCOO)2·2H2O and the NITpPy radical li-

Introduction

The design and synthesis of magnetic materials with a
transition metal and organic bridging ligands have attracted
considerable interest not only as bioinorganic model com-
plexes and catalysts; they are also studied for their intri-
guing structural, magnetic, and spectral properties. The co-
ordination chemistry of copper(II) complexes with various
carboxylates has been investigated for a long time. This is
because carboxylate is a versatile ligand with good binding
ability and diversity among its bonding modes; in addition,
carboxylate ligands can provide different super-exchange
pathways that transmit magnetic interactions between para-
magnetic metal atoms.[1,2]

On the other hand, the combination of paramagnetic
metal ions and organic N-oxyl N�-oxides (nitronyl ni-
troxides) has attracted much more attention in the last dec-
ades.[3–5] However, the weakly basic character of nitronyl
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gand. Our magnetic study of complexes 1 and 2 reveals that
the antiferromagnetic interactions occur with a J value
around –10 cm–1 between copper(II) and radicals when radi-
cals use the pyridine nitrogen atom connected to the cop-
per(II) ion. Yet the best-fit parameters of complex 3 reveal
that significant ferromagnetic interactions (J2 = 20.5 cm–1)
take place in the copper radical when radicals coordinate the
copper(II) ion with nitroxide directly.

nitroxides strongly limits their coordination ability, which
has inspired the development of functionalized nitronyl ni-
troxide radicals. To this end, many kinds of strong co-
ligands have been employed in the synthesis of stable radi-
cals, such as pyridine and imidazole.[6,7] Using these stable
radicals, some discrete molecules, high-spin clusters, linear
chains, and two-dimensional systems have been obtained
and studied.[8–13] Among the functionalized nitroxide radi-
cal ligands, the pyridyl-substituted nitroxide radicals are ex-
tensively used to assemble metal-radical coupling com-
plexes due to their donor nitrogen atoms. Recently, several
polymeric metallic magnetic materials with pyridyl-substi-
tuted nitroxide radicals as the bridging ligands between
metals have been reported, such as [{Cu(NITmPy)2(N3)2}n]
[14] and [{Cu2(Me3CCO2)4(NITmPy)}n][15] [NITmPy =
4,4,5,5-tetramethylimidazoline-2-(3�-pyridyl)-1-oxyl 3-ox-
ide]. However, reports on such systems are still scarce. To
establish such complexes, we have tried to apply many kinds
of different carboxylates in cooperation with NITpPy
[4,4,5,5-tetramethyl-2-(4-pyridyl)-2-imidazoline-1-oxyl 3-
oxide]. In this paper, we report three novel compounds that
are discrete molecules: [Cu(NITpPy)2(PhCOO)2(H2O)2] (1),
paddle-wheel dicopper complex [Cu2(Me3CCOO)
4(NITpPy)2] (2), and a chain complex [{Cu2(Me3CCOO)
4(NITpPy)}n] (3). It is noteworthy that the synthesis condi-
tions of complexes 2 and 3 are similar except for the tem-
perature of the reaction between Cu(Me3CCOO)2·2H2O
and the NITpPy radical ligand. Complex 2 is synthesized
at room temperature (25 °C), whereas complex 3 is synthe-
sized at 50 °C (Scheme 1).
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Scheme 1.

Results and Discussion
Crystal Structure

Single-crystal X-ray analysis reveals that [Cu(NITpPy)2-
(PhCOO)2(H2O)2] (1) crystallizes in the triclinic space
group P1̄. In the compound molecule, the crystallographi-
cally independent unit contains half a copper(II) ion, one
benzoic acid molecule, one NITpPy ligand, and one aqua
molecule. From the symmetrical operation, the structure of
the complex shows a centrosymmetric mononuclear mole-
cule (Figure 1, a). The copper(II) ion lies in a distorted oc-
tahedral coordination environment with two aqua oxygen
atoms (O5, O5A); two oxygen atoms form two different
PhCO2

– (O1, O1A), which are located in the equatorial
plane, as well as two nitrogen atoms (N1, N1A) from
NITpPy ligands that occupy the axial positions. The atoms

Figure 1. Perspective view of (a) [Cu(NITpPy)2(PhCOO)2(H2O)2] (1), (b) [Cu2(Me3CCO2)4(NITpPy)2] (2), and (c) [{Cu2(Me3CCO2)4-
(NITpPy)}n] (3), with an atom- numbering scheme and the omission of all hydrogen atoms for clarity.

Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3506–3512 © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim www.eurjic.org 3507

of N2, N3, C13, O3, and O4 in the nitroxide group are
nearly planar and form a dihedral angle of 14.36(7)° with
the pyridine rings; the distances and angles in the nitroxide
group are similar to those reported by Caneschi et al.[16]

The whole benzoic acid molecule (Figure s1 in the Support-
ing Information) nearly occupies the same plane with a di-
hedral angle of 0.528(3)° between the phenyl ring and carb-
oxylate, whereas it forms a dihedral angle of 13.596(1)° with
the metal equatorial plane. In addition, the uncoordinated
carboxylate oxygen atoms form intramolecular hydrogen
bonds with the coordinated water molecules (O5···O2A
2.6767(8) Å). The packing plot (Figure s1) shows there are
face-to-face π–π interactions between the aromatic rings of
benzoic acid molecules with centroid–centroid distances of
3.67 Å on average and the closest intermolecular radical N–
O···O–N distance is 3.96(3) Å, which indicates that there
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might be intermolecular magnetic interactions in complex
1.

The crystal structure of [Cu2(Me3CCO2)4(NITpPy)2] (2)
is illustrated in Figure 1 (b). In this dinuclear compound,
the four oxygen atoms and one nitrogen atom bonded to
the copper ion are located at the apices of a distorted
square pyramid. The basal coordination sites are occupied
by four oxygen atoms of four Me3CCO2

–, whereas the axial
position is occupied by one nitrogen atom from the NITpPy
group. The CuII ions are not coplanar with the basal plane,
but have an out-of-plane displacement of 0.19(6) Å. The
four carboxylate bridges between both copper ions form a
paddle-wheel-type cage with a Cu–Cu distance of 2.62(2) Å,
which is a typical value for dimeric copper(II) carboxylate
adducts.[17] For complex 2, the average bending angle (φb)
of the OCO moieties of the carboxylato groups to the Cu–
O···O–Cu plane is 2.71(7)°, which is possibly due to the
intermolecular effects, because for an isolated dinuclear
complex the symmetric structure without bending is ex-
pected to have the least intramolecular strain energy. Ad-
ditionally, from the packing operation (Figure s2 in the
Supporting Information), the nearest radical N–O···O–N
distance between neighboring molecules is 4.28(5) Å, which
shows that the intermolecular magnetic interactions in com-
plex 2 cannot be ignored.

The X-ray crystal structure of [{Cu2(Me3CCO2)4-
(NITpPy)}n] (3) shows that the complex is an extended zig-
zag chain of alternating dicopper(II) carboxylate and ni-
troxide elongated along the a axis (Figure 1c). In the pad-
dle-wheel-type dimeric copper(II) carboxylate adducts, the
Cu1–Cu2 distance is 2.62(4) Å, which is a typical value for
dimeric copper(II) carboxylate adducts.[17] One of the pad-
dle-wheel apical positions is occupied by the oxygen atom
of the NO groups with a Cu1–O1 bond length of 2.26(5) Å,
which is longer than the Cu–O(tempo) (tempo = 2,2,6,6-
tetramethylpiperidine-1-oxyl) bond length of 1.946 Å in the
previously reported dimeric [Cu2(Cl3CCO2)4(tempo)2];[18,19]

the other positions are occupied by the nitrogen atom of
the pyridyl group with a Cu2–N3 length of 2.16(4) Å. The
dihedral angle between the pyridine ring and the nitroxide
group is 32.33(6)°, which is bigger than that in complex 1.
It possibly contributes to the effects of the radical O coordi-
nation to the copper(II) ion. In addition, the two NO
groups of each NITpPy ligand have bond lengths of 1.27(4)
and 1.26(7) Å for the coordinated and uncoordinated NO
groups, respectively, as is generally observed.[20]

Magnetic Properties

Variable-temperature, solid-state magnetic studies were
performed on powdered crystalline samples of complexes
1–3 in a 2 kG (0.2 T) field and in a temperature range of
2.0–300 K. The temperature dependences of the molar mag-
netic susceptibility, χM

–1 and χMT, for complexes 1, 2, and 3
are shown in Figure 2, Figure 3, and Figure 4, respectively.
According to the χM

–1T line, the magnetic behaviors of the
three complexes follow the Curie–Weiss law χM = C/(T – θ)
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in a high temperature range, about 100–300, 50–300, and
140–300 K for complexes 1–3, respectively, with a Curie
constant (C) of 1.00, 1.16, and 2.00 cm3 K mol–1, respec-
tively, and a Weiss temperature (θ) of –7.09, –45.17, and
–312.34 K, respectively.

Figure 2. Temperature dependence of χMT and χM
–1 of 1 at an

applied field (H) of 20 kOe. The solid lines represent the best fit to
the Curie–Weiss law and the calculated magnetic susceptibilities by
the parameters reported in the text.

Figure 3. Temperature dependence of χMT and χM
–1 of 2 at an

applied field (H) of 20 kOe. The solid lines represent the best fit to
the Curie–Weiss law and the calculated magnetic susceptibilities by
the parameters reported in the text.

Figure 4. Temperature dependence of χMT and χM
–1 of 3 at an

applied field (H) of 20 kOe. The solid lines represent the best fit to
the Curie–Weiss law and the calculated magnetic susceptibilities by
the parameters reported in the text.
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With regards to the χMT versus T curve, the χMT values
of complexes 1–3 all decrease with a decrease in tempera-
ture.

For complex 1 (Figure 2), the χMT value
0.99 cm3 mol–1 K at 300 K is slightly lower than the value
(1.125 for g = 2.0) expected for three uncoupled spins (S =
½) of two nitronyl nitroxide radical ligands and one copper
center, which reveals that there are antiferromagnetic inter-
actions between the radical ligands and the copper(II) ion.
With a decrease in temperature, χMT decreases slightly and
reaches a value of about 0.94 cm3 mol–1 K at 100 K. How-
ever, at around 50 K, χMT begins to drop sharply and fi-
nally reaches 0.081 cm3 mol–1 K at 2 K, which is possibly
due to the effect of intermolecular antiferromagnetic inter-
actions.

To get more information from the magnetic data, we con-
sidered a central symmetric linear system of three S = ½
spins, S1–S2–S3, in which S1 and S3 refer to the nitroxide
sites and S2 refers to the copper(II) ion, with an exchange
Hamiltonian of H = –2J(S1S2 + S2S3).[21] Here we assumed
gCu = grad = g, which was also adopted in analyzing the
magnetic properties of complexes 2 and 3. Equation (1),
which was derived from the Van Vleck equation, was em-
ployed to fit the observed χMT versus T plot by means of
a least-squares method. Equation (2) shows the definition
of χM. Meanwhile, in consideration of the magnetic cou-
pling between neighboring NITpPy radicals through the
NO···ON pathway, the mean-field approximation, zJ� was
employed. All the other symbols have the usual meaning.

The results best fitted to the experimental data yielded J
= –10.89 cm–1, zJ� = –0.52 cm–1, and g = 1.98 for complex
1. The solid line in Figure 2 represents the theoretical curve.
The agreement factor (R) is 1.22�10–5 {R was defined as
Σ[(χM)obsd. – (χM)calcd.]2/Σ[(χM)obsd.]2}.

In Figure 3, the χMT value of complex 2 began to dimin-
ish visibly with a decrease in temperature from
1.02 cm3 mol–1 K at 300 K to 0.30 cm3 mol–1 K at 10 K. Af-
ter that, χMT showed an abrupt drop to 0.13 cm3 mol–1 K
at 2 K. The χMT value of complex 2 at room temperature
was much lower than that calculated for four noncorrelated
S = ½ spins (1.5 for g = 2.0). According to this and the
clear decrease in χMT, it suggests there are strong antiferro-
magnetic interactions in complex 2.

To analyze the magnetic behavior of complex 2 more
quantitatively, we considered a central symmetric linear tet-
ramer of four S = ½ spins, S1–S2–S3–S4, with the exchange
Hamiltonian of H = –2J1(S1S2 + S3S4) – 2J2S2S3,[21] in
which two exchange coupling constants are obtained. S2

and S3 refer to copper(II) ions, S1 and S4 refer to the ni-
troxide sites of the NITpPy radicals, and J1 and J2 stand for
the copper(II)–copper(II) and copper(II)–radical magnetic
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interactions, respectively. According to a previous report,[4]

the magnetic behavior based on the above isotropic Hamil-
tonian can be given as shown in Equation (3).

Because of the intermolecular magnetic coupling, the
molar susceptibility can be expressed by Equation (3). As a
result, the best fit (10–300 K) with J1 = –166.1 cm–1, J2 =
–9.74 cm–1, zJ� = –5.06 cm–1, and g = 2.16 for 2 is obtained
as the solid line in Figure 3. The agreement factor (R) is
2.23 �10–5.

In Figure 4, the χMT value of complex 3 was
0.98 cm3 mol–1 K at 300 K, which is lower than the expected
value (1.125 for g = 2) for three noncoupled S = ½ spins,
two from the dicopper ions and one from the NITpPy radi-
cal in 3. In addition, it can be clearly seen from Figure 4
that the plot of χMT versus T reveals three domains: (i)
from 300 to about 120 K, χMT rapidly decreases from 0.98
to 0.60, which is larger than for one independent S = ½
spin; (ii) between about 120 to 10 K, the χMT value remains
nearly unchanged with the decreasing temperature, and (iii)
below 10 K, χMT drops to approximately 0.42 at 2 K. In
addition, the plot of χM

–1 versus T in the range 2–110 K
essentially follows the Curie–Weiss law with a Curie con-
stant (C) of 0.6 cm3 Kmol–1 and a Weiss constant (θ) of
–0.59 K. All of the above-mentioned phenomena are coinci-
dent with that described in a previous report of
[{Cu2(Me3CCO2)4(NITmPy)}n].[15]

In complex 3, the crystal structure shows that two kinds
of coordinate bonds link the CuII–CuII cores by the tri-
methylacetic acid groups and by the radicals, which means
three different coupling interactions occur in this chain
{ON–[N–(J�)–Cu1–(J1)–Cu2–(J2)–ON]–[N–(J�)–Cu1�–(J1)–
Cu2�–(J2)–ON]–N–}. As there is a lack of models for three
different J-scheme chains, and the distances between cop-
per(II) and the radical NO through the pyridyl ring are
longer than 7 Å, here we assume that the major variable-
temperature magnetic susceptibilities are contributed by
two kinds of interactions, between the Cu–Cu cores and the
Cu–(O)radicals (S1–S2–S3) with the exchange Hamiltonian
of H = –2J1S1S2 – 2J2S2S3, in which S1 and S2 refer to
copper(II) ions and S3 refers to the nitroxide sites of the
radical. Thus, an approximate fit is performed by employing
Equation (3)[22] for complex 3.
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Additionally, the contributions of interactions between

copper(II) and the radical through the pyridyl ring and in-
terchain magnetic interactions are represented as zJ�, so
Equation (2) was employed. Finally, an approximate fit per-
formed by employing Equation (4) gave the best results (10–
300 K) with J1 = –151.7 cm–1, J2 = 20.5 cm–1, zJ� =
–3.57 cm–1, and g = 2.0. A solid line represents the calcu-
lated magnetic susceptibilities by the parameters above in
Figure 4. The agreement factor (R) is 3.48 �10–4.

Through the above studies of magnetic properties, it can
be seen that the magnetic exchange interactions between the
metal ion and the radical through the pyridyl rings are
much weaker than the copper–copper magnetic interac-
tions, which is presumably because of the long intramolecu-
lar distances between the oxygen atoms of the NO groups
and the nearest copper(II) ion (longer than 7 Å). For com-
plex 1, the analysis results are coincident with previous re-
ports.[23] In paddle-wheel dicopper systems like complex 2,
the radicals are usually looked upon as being two isolated
spins in other reports,[24] from which a model could be ap-
plied to analyze complex 2 and a good fitting result might
also be obtained. But by considering the interactions be-
tween copper(II) and the radical, the results are more com-
prehensive. For complex 3, a similar system was studied in
the literature,[15] in which the alternating chain model was
employed first[25] to analyze the magnetic data of the linear
complex [{Cu2(Me3CCO2)4(NITmPy)}n], but the result was
poor, so the interactions between copper(II) and the radical
were omitted. However, the chain of complex 3 reported
here, firstly, cannot be seen as an alternating chain model
as introduced in the literature,[24] in which two interaction
parameters (J and αJ) were calculated. In complex 3, the
radical connecting the paddle wheels with the nitroxide and
pyridine nitrogen has two different interactions with the
two copper(II) ions (J2, J�, respectively), in which J� is just
like the interactions between CuII and the radical in com-
plexes 1 and 2. Secondly, J2 here cannot be ignored in the
way it was in the literature[15] since the copper(II)–(O)-
NITpPy distance is definitely shorter than 5 Å, which re-
veals noticeable coupling interactions between the copper
orbitals and the unpaired radical electron. Therefore, in this
paper, complex 3 was analyzed as three spin units con-
nected to the zigzag chain by the pyridyl rings. The interac-
tion between the three spin units was taken together with
interchain magnetic interactions as zJ� to simplify the
model. The final fitting result also verified that there are
significant ferromagnetic interactions in Cu–radical with J2

= 20.5 cm–1; the stable values of χMT in the temperature
range 120–10 K are probably due to the balance between
the antiferromagnetic interactions of two copper(II) ions
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and Cu–radical ferromagnetic interactions. As in complex
3, the unpaired electron of the nitroxide radical delocalizes
on the π orbital of the five-atom fragment (ONCNO),[26]

which is orthogonal to the magnetic orbital dx2–y2 of the
copper(II) ion and leads to the ferromagnetic interaction
between copper(II) and the radical. The sharp decrease of
χMT below 10 K might be caused by the effect of interchain
antiferromagnetic interactions.

Conclusion

Three novel complexes were obtained successfully. The
temperature of the reaction between Cu(Me3CCOO)2·2H2O
and the NITpPy radical is very essential to the synthesis, as
the product will be complex 2 at room temperature (25 °C),
whereas it will be complex 3 at 50 °C. The fitted parameters
for the magnetic data study of complexes 1 and 2 provide
evidence for the antiferromagnetic interaction between the
copper(II) ion and NITpPy radicals that are connected by
the pyridyl ring, whereas the magnetic data of complex 3
contains a nearly flat portion between 120 and 10 K of the
χMT versus T plot, which reveals that there are not solely
antiferromagnetic interactions in the chain. With the model
of Cu–Cu–(O)NITpPy, the best-fitted result reveals that
there are ferromagnetic interactions (J2 = 20.5 cm–1) exiting
in Cu–radical when nitroxide radicals coordinate with the
copper(II) ion directly.

Experimental Section
Synthesis: All reagents and chemicals were purchased from com-
mercial sources. The carboxylates, [Cu2(µ-RCO2)4(H2O)2], in which
R = C6H5– or Me3C–, were prepared as described previously.[27]

Basic copper(II) carbonate (2.65 g, 12 mmol) and the carboxylic
acid (1.46 g for benzoic acid, 1.23 g for pivalic acid; 12 mmol) were
dissolved in water (ca. 100 cm3) at pH 5–6. The solution was al-
lowed to stand at 25 °C for several days, giving precipitated prod-
ucts, which were recovered by means of reduced-pressure distil-
lation and filtration. The nitronyl nitroxide (NITpPy) used in this
work was synthesized as described previously.[6,7]

[Cu(NITpPy)2(PhCOO)2(H2O)2] (1): A solution of NITpPy
(0.0235 g, 0.1 mmol) in methanol (5 mL) was added dropwise to a
solution of Cu(C6H5COO)2·2H2O (0.068 g, 0.2 mmol) in methanol
(15 mL). The mixture was stirred for 2 h in the dark and then fil-
tered. The clear dark blue filtrate was allowed to stand at room
temperature for 7 d, following which single crystals suitable for an
X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained. C38H46CuN6O10 (810.36):
calcd. C 56.32, H 5.72, N 10.37; found C 56.14, H 5.52, N 10.14. IR
(KBr): ν̃ = 3664.1–3138.7, 1604.5, 1558.7, 1456.5, 1365.4, 1315.1,
1138.8, 839.1, 706.7, 675.7 cm–1.

[Cu(Me3CCOO)4(NITpPy)2] (2): Cu(Me3CCOO)2·2H2O (0.0556 g,
0.2 mmol) was dissolved with prolonged stirring at room temp. in
methanol (15 mL). Then NITpPy (0.0936 g, 0.4 mmol) was dis-
solved in methanol (10 mL). Both solutions were mixed while stir-
ring was continued for 2 h. Then the solutions were filtered. The
clear dark blue filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature
for 5 d, following which single crystals suitable for an X-ray diffrac-
tion analysis were obtained. C44H68Cu2N6O12 (1000.15): calcd. C
52.84, H 6.85, N 8.40; found C 53.26, H 6.52, N 8.13. IR (KBr): ν̃
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= 3583.5–3268.9, 2977.4, 1611.9, 1569.5, 1410.5, 1378.7, 1310.3,
1159.1, 821.7, 786.9, 657.7, 615.3 cm–1.

[{Cu(Me3CCOO)4(NITpPy)2}n] (3): Cu(Me3CCOO)2·2H2O
(0.0556 g, 0.2 mmol) was dissolved with prolonged stirring at 50 °C
in methanol (15 mL). Then NITpPy (0.0936 g, 0.4 mmol) was dis-
solved in methanol (10 mL). Both solutions were mixed while stir-
ring was continued for 2 h. Then the solutions were filtered. The
clear dark blue filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature
for 8 d, following which single crystals suitable for an X-ray diffrac-
tion analysis was obtained. C32H52Cu2N3O10 (765.87): calcd. C
50.18, H 6.84, N 5.49; found C 50.54, H 6.50, N 5.24. IR (KBr): ν̃
= 3666.1–3326.3, 1610.5, 1550.7, 1396.5, 1317.4, 1217.1, 1168.8,
835.2, 777.3, 725.2 cm–1.

Physical Measurements: Elemental analyses for carbon, hydrogen,
and nitrogen were carried out on a Vario-EL III elemental analyzer.
Infrared spectra were recorded on a SHIMADZU IR prestige-21

Table 1. Selected distances [Å], bond lengths [Å], and angles [°] for
complexes 1–3.

Complex 1

Cu1–O1 1.967(4) Cu1–N1 2.029(5)
Cu1–O5 2.630(5)

O1A–Cu1–O1 180.00 N1–Cu1–N1A 180.00
O5A–Cu1–O5 180.00 O1A–Cu1–O5 96.38(2)
O1A–Cu1–N1 89.15(2) O1–Cu1–O5 83.62(2)
O1–Cu1–N1 90.85(2) N1–Cu1–O5 85.35(2)
N1A–Cu1–O5 94.65(2)

Complex 2

Cu1–O5 1.99(5) Cu2–O6 1.98(7)
Cu1–O7 1.97(2) Cu2–O8 1.96(7)
Cu1–O9 1.97(6) Cu2–O10 1.95(2)
Cu1–O11 1.94(2) Cu2–O12 1.94(9)
Cu1–N1 2.18(2) Cu2–N1 2.20(7)
Cu1···Cu2 2.61(2)

O11–Cu1–O7 169.8(5) O12–Cu2–O10 90.0(4)
O11–Cu1–O9 89.0(4) O12–Cu2–O8 168.0(4)
O7–Cu1–O9 88.8(6) O10–Cu2–O8 88.6(4)
O11–Cu1–O5 89.8(4) O12–Cu2–O6 89.6(4)
O7–Cu1–O5 90.2(4) O10–Cu2–O6 170.0(4)
O9–Cu1–O5 167.7(4) O8–Cu2–O6 89.8(4)
O11–Cu1–N1 96.0(3) O8–Cu2–N4 95.6(4)
O7–Cu1–N1 94.2(3) O12–Cu2–N4 96.0(4)
O9–Cu1–N1 95.9(3) O10–Cu2–N4 96.4(4)
O5–Cu1–N1 96.4(3) O6–Cu2–N4 93.9(4)

Complex 3

Cu1–O5 1.92(7) Cu2–O4 1.92(9)
Cu1–O9 1.93(4) Cu2–O8 1.93(7)
Cu1–O3 1.96(1) Cu2–O6 1.96(9)
Cu1–O7 1.97(5) Cu2–O10 1.98(5)
Cu1–O1 2.26(5) Cu2–N3 2.16(4)
Cu1···Cu2 2.62(4)

O5–Cu1–O9 175.36(1) O4–Cu2–O8 171.63(1)
O5–Cu1–O3 90.31(1) O4–Cu2–O6 89.42(2)
O9–Cu1–O3 88.65(5) O8–Cu2–O6 88.95(2)
O5–Cu1–O7 89.79(1) O4–Cu2–O10 89.05(2)
O9–Cu1–O7 90.03(1) O8–Cu2–O10 89.89(2)
O3–Cu1–O7 164.82(1) O6–Cu2–O10 161.43(2)
O5–Cu1–O1 93.82(1) O4–Cu2–N3 95.43(2)
O9–Cu1–O1 90.72(1) O8–Cu2–N3 92.93(2)
O3–Cu1–O1 90.57(1) O6–Cu2–N3 103.00(2)
O7–Cu1–O1 104.57(1) O10–Cu2–N3 95.57(2)
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FTIR-8400S spectrometer in the spectral range 4000–400 cm–1,
with the samples in the form of potassium bromide pellets. Tem-
perature-dependent magnetization (M–T) and magnetic hysteresis
(M vs. H) (Figures 2–4) of three complexes were measured in the
temperature range from 2 to 300 K using a Quantum Design vi-
brating sample magnetometer (VSM) in a physical property mea-
surement system (PPMS). Data were corrected for the sample
holder and diamagnetism was estimated from Pascal constants.

X-ray Structure Determination: The single-crystal X-ray diffraction
data of the three complexes were recorded by using a Rigaku
SCXmini diffractometer with the ω-scan technique at 298 K with
graphite-monochromated Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.071073 nm). The
lattice parameters were obtained by using the CrystalClear soft-
ware.[28] The absorption correction was carried out by using a
multiscan method. N independent reflections and No with
I�2.0σ(I) were observed. The details of the data collection, crys-
tallographic data, and reduction are summarized in Table s1 in the
Supporting Information. The structure was solved by full-matrix
least-squares methods using F2 data. The SHELXS-97 and
SHELXL-97 programs[29] were used for structure solution and re-
finement, respectively. Reliability factors were defined as R1 =
∑(|Fo| – |Fc|)/∑|Fo| and the function minimized was Rw = [∑w(Fo

2 –
Fc

2)2/w(Fo)4]½, where in the least-squares calculation the unit weight
was used. All non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. The
hydrogen atoms were inserted at their calculated positions and
fixed at their positions. Selected bond lengths and angles of 1, 2,
and 3 are listed in Table 1. The molecular graphics were prepared
by using the DIAMOND program.[30]

CCDC-759170 (for 1), -759171 (for 2), and -759172 (for 3) contain
the supplementary crystallographic data for this paper. These data
can be obtained free of charge from The Cambridge Crystallo-
graphic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif.

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): The packing plots of complexes 1 and 2 are revealed
in Figure s1; plots of the reduced magnetization for complexes 1–
3 are shown in Figures s2–s4, respectively. Table s1 contains the
crystal data and structure refinements for these three complexes
and Table s2 shows the intermolecular hydrogen-bond information
of 1.

Acknowledgments

This work was supported by the National Natural Science Founda-
tion of China (project 20671019).

[1] K. Barthelet, D. Riou, G. Ferey, Chem. Commun. 2002, 1492–
1597.

[2] J. F. Ma, J. Yang, G. L. Zheng, L. Li, J. F. Liu, Inorg. Chem.
2003, 42, 7531–7534.

[3] A. Alberola, E. Coronado, C. Gimenez-Saiz, C. J. Gomez-Gar-
cia, F. M. Romero, A. Tarazon, Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2005, 389–
400.

[4] Z. L. Liu, L. C. Li, D. H. Liao, Z. H. Jiang, S. P. Yan, Cryst.
Growth Des. 2005, 5, 783–789.

[5] Z. L. Liu, Z. L. Lu, D. Q. Zhang, Z. H. Jiang, L. C. Li, C. M.
Liu, D. B. Zhu, Inorg. Chem. 2004, 43, 6620–6627.

[6] K. Fegy, D. Luneau, T. Ohm, C. Paulsen, P. Rey, Angew. Chem.
Int. Ed. 1998, 37, 1270–1273.

[7] E. F. Ullman, J. H. Siecki, D. G. B. Boocock, R. Darcy, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 1972, 94, 7049–7059.

[8] K. Fegy, D. Luneau, E. Belorizky, M. Novac, J. L. Tholence,
C. Paulsen, T. Ohm, P. Rey, Inorg. Chem. 1998, 37, 4524–4532.



X.-d. Chen, R. Rong, Y. Wang, L.-l. Zhu, Q.-h. Zhao, S. G. Ang, B.-w. SunFULL PAPER
[9] K. Fegy, N. Sanz, D. Luneau, E. Belorizky, P. Rey, Inorg. Chem.

1998, 37, 4518–4523.
[10] M. Fettouhi, M. Khaled, A. Waheed, S. Golhen, L. Ouahab,

J. P. Sutter, O. Kahn, Inorg. Chem. 1999, 38, 3967–3971.
[11] G. Francese, F. M. Romero, A. Neels, H. Stoeckli-Evans, S.

Decurtins, Inorg. Chem. 2000, 39, 2087–2095.
[12] D. Luneau, F. M. Romero, R. Ziessel, Inorg. Chem. 1998, 37,

5078–5087.
[13] J. Omata, T. Ishida, D. Hashizume, F. Iwasaki, T. Nogami, In-

org. Chem. 2001, 40, 3954–3958.
[14] L. C. Li, D. Z. Liao, Z. H. Jiang, S. P. Yan, J. Chem. Soc., Dal-

ton Trans. 2002, 1350–1353.
[15] Y. H. Chung, H. H. Wei, Inorg. Chem. Commun. 1999, 2, 269–

271.
[16] A. Caneschi, F. Ferraro, D. Gatteschi, P. Rey, R. Sessoli, Inorg.

Chem. 1990, 29, 1756–1760.
[17] M. Kato, Y. Muto, Coord. Chem. Rev. 1988, 92, 45–83.
[18] L. C. Porter, M. H. Dickman, R. J. Doedens, Inorg. Chem.

1983, 22, 1962–1964.
[19] L. C. Porter, R. J. Doedens, Inorg. Chem. 1985, 24, 1006–1010.
[20] A. Caneschi, D. Gatteschi, P. Rey, Prog. Inorg. Chem. 1991, 39,

331–429.
[21] B. Chiari, O. Piovesana, T. Tarantelli, P. F. Zanazzi, Inorg.

Chem. 1993, 32, 4834–4838.
[22] O. Kahn, Molecular Magnetism, VCH Publishers, New York,

1993, p. 226.

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3506–35123512

[23] H. H. Lin, H. H. Wei, G. H. Lee, Y. Wang, Polyhedron 2001,
20, 3057–3062; I. Dasna, S. Golhen, L. Ouahab, M. Fettouhi,
O. Pena, N. Daro, J. P. Sutter, Inorg. Chim. Acta 2001, 326, 37–
46.

[24] Y. H. Chung, H. H. Wei, G. H. Lee, Y. Wang, Inorg. Chim. Acta
1999, 293, 30–36; I. Dasna, S. Golhen, L. Ouahab, O. Pena, N.
Daro, J. P. Sutter, New J. Chem. 2000, 24, 903–906; M. Miku-
riya, H. Azuma, R. Nukada, Y. Sayama, K. Tanaka, J. W. Lim,
M. Handa, Bull. Chem. Soc. Jpn. 2000, 73, 2493–2498.

[25] O. Kahn, Molecular Magnetism, VCH Publishers, New York,
1993, p. 263.

[26] A. Caneschi, D. Gatteschi, A. Grand, J. Laugier, L. Pardi, P.
Rey, Inorg. Chem. 1988, 27, 1031–1035.

[27] R. B. R. C. Mehrotra, Metal Carboxylates, Academic Press,
New York, 1983.

[28] Rigaku, CrystalClear, version 14.0, Rigaku Corporation, To-
kyo, Japan, 2005.

[29] G. M. Sheldrick, SHELXS97: Programs for Crystal Structure
Analysis, University of Göttingen, Germany, 1997.

[30] K. Brandenburg, DIAMOND: Crystal and Molecular Structure
Visualization, version 3.1b, Crystal Impact GbR, Bonn, Ger-
many, 2006.

Received: January 3, 2010
Published Online: June 16, 2010



FULL PAPER

DOI: 10.1002/ejic.201000183

Click Chelators – The Behavior of Platinum and Palladium Complexes in the
Presence of Guanosine and DNA

Aurélien Chevry,[a] Marie-Laure Teyssot,[a] Aurélie Maisonial,[a] Pascale Lemoine,*[b]

Bernard Viossat,[b] Mounir Traïkia,[a] David J. Aitken,[a][‡] Georges Alves,[c]

Laurent Morel,[c] Lionel Nauton,[a] and Arnaud Gautier*[a]

Keywords: Platinum / Palladium / Click chemistry / Conformation analysis / DNA / Antitumor agents

Triazole chelators, synthesized by click chemistry, are conve-
nient ligands for palladium(II) and platinum(II). Conforma-
tional changes induced by the complexation of these PdII and

Introduction

The emergence of “click chemistry” as a new paradigm
for organic synthesis, invoking only simple, high-yielding
and easily workable transformations, has facilitated an ex-
traordinary expansion of the number of molecules available
for medicinal chemistry.[1] Among these click reactions is
the copper-catalyzed Huisgen [2+3] cycloaddition, also de-
noted as copper(I)-catalyzed azide–alkyne cycloaddition
(CuAAC), which has received unrivalled attention, and has
furnished an impressive array of new biologically relevant
compounds.[2] In general, 1,2,3-triazole has proven itself
useful for metal binding, and it is not surprising that such
ligands find use in bioinorganic chemistry.[3] Schibli and co-
workers take advantage of the binding properties of 1,2,3-
triazole in a “click to chelate” approach to synthesize stable
complexes of radionuclides that target tumors.[4] We also
used the 1,2,3-triazole subunit to chelate platinum(II), and
reported the cytotoxicity of this cisplatin analogue on can-
cerous cell lines.[5]

Anticancer platinum drugs have enjoyed a long history
since the discovery of cisplatin {cis-diaminedichloro-
platinum(II)} by Rosenberg et al. in the 1960s.[6] Most of
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PtII complexes with guanosine are similar to those of cispla-
tin. In addition, these complexes behave like cisplatin with
regard to the relaxation of supercoiled plasmid DNA.

the well known platinum-based anticancer compounds
share the general formula cis-[PtX2(NH2R)2] in which R is
an organic subunit, and X is a leaving group, usually a chlo-
ride. We have reported the chelation properties of the in-
verse and regular bidentate chelators such as (1,2,3-triaz-
olyl)methylamine 1 for platinum(II) (Figure 1).[5] Our find-
ings are in agreement with previous literature results, and
show, in our hands, that complexes form easily from regular
free aliphatic amine ligands; conversely, complexations from
the corresponding inverse ligands are scarce, probably due
to the lower electronic density at the C3 atom of the 1,2,3-
triazole moiety.[4,5] The N,N regular complexes of PtII exhi-
bit an IC50 that is greater than that of the regular N,O com-
plexes according to well known structure activity relation-
ships of platinum complexes.[7] Our main concern now fo-
cuses on the propensity of 1 to form palladium chelates
and to evaluate the behavior of the palladium and platinum
chelates 2 and 3 in the presence of nucleotides and DNA.

Figure 1. Schematic representation of regular and inverse click li-
gands and targeted complexes (C represents the chelating atom).

Indeed, even if palladium complexes have received less
attention than their platinum analogs, recent studies have
proved that this metal still retains some interest as depicted
in Figure 2.[8]
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Figure 2. Some anticancer palladium(II) complexes.

Herein, we report the synthesis of the palladium complex
2 and its structural characteristics. We then determine if the
candidates 2 and 3 behave like cisplatin in the presence of
guanosine in terms of complexation, conformational behav-
ior, and DNA affinity.

Results and Discussion

Ligand Synthesis

The synthesis of 1 has been described previously, and
uses tris(3-hydroxypropyltriazolylmethyl)amine (THPTA)/
CuSO4/ascorbic acid] or [CuCl(SIMes)] – SIMes: 1,3-
bis(2,4,6-trimethylphenyl)-4,5-dihydroimidazol-2-ylidene –
as catalysts.[5] Alternatively, 1 can be easily synthesized from
[CuCl(Phen)(SIMes)] – Phen: 1,10-phenanthroline – in
good yields (Figure 3).[9]

Figure 3. Synthesis of ligand 1.

Complexation

We were satisfied to observe that exposure of K2PdCl4
to an aqueous solution of 1·HCl resulted in the rapid for-
mation of the expected neutral N2Cl2 palladium complex 2,
which precipitated spontaneously from the reaction mixture
(Figure 4). The reaction does not require the presence of
the free amine 1 as was the case for the platinum complex
3.[5]

Figure 4. Formation of complex 2.
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We succeeded in growing a single crystal of 2 by slow
diffusion of ethanol into a saturated DMF solution of the
complex, which was analyzed by X-ray diffraction. The
ORTEP view presented in Figure 5 unambiguously proves
the formation of a five-membered palladium chelate ring.
Selected bond lengths and angles are summarized in
Table 1. Similar to the platinum analog, the PdII centre
presents a distorted square-planar geometry, with an angle
of 2° between the planes defined by N1–Pd–N4 and Cl1–
Pd–Cl2. The metal center bond lengths and angles fall into
the usual ranges, although nonequivalence of the N–Pd
bonds [N1–Pd: 2.000(2) Å; N4–Pd: 2.038(2) Å] and Pd–Cl
bonds [Cl2–Pd: 2.270(1) Å; Cl1–Pd: 2.302(1) Å] is observed.
The plane formed by the triazole ring atoms forms an angle
of 7° with the plane defined by N1–Pd–N8.

Figure 5. ORTEP plot (50% thermal probability ellipsoids) of 2.

Table 1. Selected bond lengths and angles of complex 2.

Distances [Å]

N1–Pd 2.000(2) Cl2–Pd 2.270(1)
N4–Pd 2.038(2) H8–H10a 3.07(8)
Cl1–Pd 2.302(1) H8–H10b 3.30(3)

Angles [°]

N4–Pd–Cl2 90.35(5) N1–Pd–Cl1 95.96(5)
N4–Pd–Cl1 176.90(5) N1–Pd–Cl2 171.94(5)
N4–Pd–N1 81.69(7) Cl1–Pd–Cl2 92.06(2)

Guanosine Adducts of 2 and 3

The reaction of the activated aqua form of the complexes
2 and 3 with guanosine was investigated. A suspension of
each complex in water was reacted for two days in the pres-
ence of 2 equiv. of AgNO3, then filtered, and the resulting
pale yellow solution was added to a suspension of 2.5 equiv.
of guanosine in water (Figure 6). The solution was stirred
overnight and filtered. For the palladium complex 4, the
product was used without further purification. In the case
of the platinum complex 5, the mixture was separated by
preparative HLPC [MeOH/AcONH4 (0.1 ), pH = 5.5; iso-
cratic conditions], and the resulting platinum adduct was
desalted with a dialysis membrane (cut-off 500).
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Figure 6. Formation of complexes 4 and 5.

The structures of complexes 4 and 5 were proved by 1H
NMR spectroscopy (vide infra) and mass spectrometry.
Peaks at m/z (z = +2) 430 and 474 for compounds 4 (M =
860.19) and 5 (M = 949.25) respectively, were found in the
mass spectra, accompanied by their isotopic signatures.

Conformational Analysis

The pseudorotation model describes the conformational
behavior of a nucleotide in solution by a fast equilibrium
between two discrete conformers. T represents a twisted
form, E an envelope form, and the superscript and sub-
script numbers refer to the atom in endo or exo configura-
tion relative to C5 of the sugar, respectively, Figure 7.[10] In
practice, a substituted five-membered ring rarely adopts a
pure T or E form because of the asymmetric surroundings
induced by the substituents. Each of the two conformers is
mathematically characterized by two pseudorotation pa-
rameters, one phase coordinate (P) and one puckering coor-
dinate (Φmax).[11] Several vectors in three-dimensional space

Figure 8. 1H NMR of complex 5 in D2O (300 K).
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describe the system unambiguously: the coordinates are
[PN, ΦN, (1 – X)] and (PS, ΦS, X), where X is the molar
fraction of the south component. The coordinates are cal-
culated by a nonlinear regression calculation method based
on NMR measurements of the time-averaged vicinal cou-
pling constants (Pseurot program).[12]

Figure 7. Discrete model and pseudorotational wheel of nucleos-
ides.
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Plavec and Chattopadhyaya have reported a quantitative

conformational study of the cisplatin–guanosine adduct.[13]

They have demonstrated that, upon platination, the change
of electronic character of the nucleobase is transmitted ac-
ross the sugar ring and results in a shift of the north↔south
(C3�endo↔C2�endo) equilibrium as well as a reorientation
of the nucleobase.

Overall, the parameters for the guanosine–cisplatin ad-
duct and free guanosine are depicted in Table 2.

Table 2. Pseudorotational parameters and conformational equilib-
rium of the guanosine–cisplatin adduct.

PN Φmax S PS Φmax S % sS % anti

Guanosine 15 32 157 32 80 29
Cisplatin adduct 16 32 161 32 55 92

A detailed conformational analysis was undertaken on
adducts 4 and 5 by NMR spectroscopy. The NMR spec-
trum of the platinum complex 5, which is similar to that of
complex 4, is presented in Figure 8. It can be seen that a
1:2 (metal/guanosine) adduct forms almost exclusively. The
spectrum displays two separate sets of signals for the nu-
cleotides due to the asymmetry of the palladium complex
(this nonequivalence is not observed in the case of the sym-
metrical cisplatin adduct).[13]

In terms of coupling constants, the two 1H NMR spectra
reveal identical behavior for both sugars. We then at-
tempted to assign each NMR peak for 4 and 5 using COSY,
COSY-DQF (double-quantum filtered) and ROESY NMR
experiments. Unfortunately, the lack of correlation between
the nucleosides and the triazole subunit did not allow us to
discriminate between the cis and trans sugar signals. How-
ever, each signal, regardless the nature of the sugar, was
successfully assigned.

Conformational Behavior of Complex 4

The coupling constants extracted from the NMR spec-
trum are collated in Table 3.

Table 3. Coupling constants of interest of complex 4.

Coupling constants [Hz]
JH1�-H2� JH1�-H2� JH2�-H3� JH2�-H3� JH3�-H4� JH3�-H4�

4.8 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.9 4.9

Because of the presence of multiple overlapping signals
due to the asymmetry of the ligand, we were unable to cor-
rectly extract the 1H-1H coupling constants of the furanose
ring at different temperatures. This did not allow us to take
advantage of the PSEUROT program to exactly determine
the pseudorotational parameters and the equilibrium con-
stants of the north and south conformers.[12] In order to
gain a qualitative observation of the ribose conformational
behavior, we used the simplest Altona–Sundaralingam
equation that correlates the observed JH1�-H2� and JH3�-H4�

coupling constants to the north↔south equilibrium, see
Equation (1).[11b]
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Ps = JH1�-H2�/(JH1�-H2� + JH3�-H4�) (1)

where Ps represents the population of the south conformer.
This calculation affords a south population of 49% (see

data in Table 3), yielding close to a 1:1 ratio between the
north and south conformers, a situation relatively close to
that found for the cisplatin adduct.

With regard to the nucleobases orientations, the ROESY
experiment reveals a strong correlation between the two
guanosine H8 signals and the two overlapping signals of the
anomeric H1�.[14] Based on the average distance for CH2–N
and Htriazole (3.19 Å) as a standard extracted from the X-
ray data of 2, the values of the two H8–H2� distances were
found to be close to 2.6–2.7 Å, implying that each nucleo-
base is largely oriented to an anti conformation (80–90%)
as found in the parent cisplatin adduct.

With the NMR observation in hand, a geometry optimi-
zation (Gaussian 03) for 4 was performed by DFT calcula-
tions [B3LYP/ 6-311G (C, N, O, H)/SDD (Pd)] in the gas
phase to access its conformational parameters.[15] The
choice of the basis set was dictated by the necessity to in-
clude the anomeric effect, which is taken into account by
6-311G, and to include the palladium atom that is not
treated in this basis set, we used the Stuttgart/Dresden basis
set (SDD) to gain a correspondence between the two triple-
ζ basis.[16] For clarity purposes, each nucleoside was named
according to its geometrical position from the triazole sub-
unit in the square-planar complex. Thus, we named the nu-
cleotide trans T and the nucleotide cis C according to Fig-
ure 6. Each possible conformer (T north C north, T north
C south, T south C north, T south C south) was optimized,
starting from anti-anti conformation of the two guanosine
groups. The T north C north is presented in Figure 9 as a
typical example and all the data of interest are collected in
Tables 4 and 5.

Figure 9. Geometry optimization of the T north C north conformer
of 4.

The results of the calculations reveal that palladium(II)
retains its square-planar geometry correlating to bond
lengths and angles already found in the structure of 2. The
H1�–H8 distances calculated are in good agreement with the
values found by the ROESY experiment and fall in the
range typically found in the literature.[17]
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Table 4. Calculated distances and angles of the palladium adduct
4.

Distances [Å]
N1–Pd N4–Pd H1�–H8 (T) H1�–H8 (C)

T north, C north 2.02 2.09 2.44 2.42
T north, C south 2.01 2.09 2.44 2.40
T south, C south 2.02 2.09 2.42 2.39
T south, C north 2.02 2.09 2.42 2.42

Angles [°]
N1–Pd–N4 N7–Pd–N7�

T north, C north 80.6 93.8
T north, C south 80.6 94.2
T south, C south 80.6 93.8
T south, C north 80.7 93.5

Table 5. Calculated pseudorotational parameters of complex 4.

Pseudorotational parameters [°]
P(trans) Φmax (trans) P(cis) Φmax (cis)

T north, C north 46 39 45 38
T north, C south 46 39 164 40
T south, C south 153 35 164 40
T south, C north 152 35 44 39

Although some deviations from the cisplatin analogue
are found, the computed pseudorotational parameters are
in reasonable agreement with those found in literature.[13]

Conformational Behavior of Complex 5

The data extracted from the NMR spectra are collected
in Table 6. There is no overlap of signals over a range of
20 °C, allowing us to extract nine coupling constants at
three different temperatures.

Table 6. Coupling constants of interest in complex 5.

JH1�-H2� [Hz] JH2�-H3� [Hz] JH3�-H4� [Hz]

293 K 4.85 5.01 5.01
303 K 4.66 4.92 4.92
313 K 4.59 4.88 4.88

We then have nine physical data; a number superior to
the seven parameters to be determined (PN, ΦN, PS, ΦS and
the three percentages). This gives an over-determined sys-
tem and application of PSEUROT 6.3 furnishes the follow-
ing pseudorotational and equilibrium parameters (Table 7).

Table 7. Pseudorotational and equilibrium parameters for complex
5.

Pseurorotational parameters
PN ΦN PS ΦS

5.9 35 150 35.8

Equilibrium parameters

T [K] 293 303 313
% south 49 48 48
RMS [Hz][a] 0.09 0.02 0.07

[a] RMS: root mean square.

The results are similar to those found for the preceding
palladium complex 4 and for the cisplatin adduct with a
good overall root mean square (0.06 Hz).
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With regard to the nucleobase orientations, results sim-
ilar to those for 4 were found for compound 5 using the
ROESY experiment. The distance of the two protons H8–
H1� is found to be close to 2.6–2.7 Å, implying again that
each nucleobase is largely oriented to an anti conformation
(80–90 %).

Action of Complexes 2 and 3 on Supercoiled DNA

To ensure that DNA is also a target for these chelates,
we examined the genotoxicity of 2 and 3 in vitro with the
aid of the supercoiled pcDNA4TO plasmid. It is well
known that upon platinum binding, a relaxation of the
structure – easily visualized on gel electrophoresis – takes
place. The behavior of our complexes was compared to that
of cisplatin by agarose gel electrophoresis. Figure 10 pres-
ents the electrophoresis gel with the supercoiled plasmid as
a blank in line 1. The endonuclease BamH1 was used to
linearize the plasmid in line 2. Line 3 shows the effect of
cisplatin, which is known to relax the supercoiled structure.
Lines 4 and 5 depict the action of complexes 2 and 3 on
the supercoiled plasmid respectively. From this experiment
it is seen that the two complexes are able to relax the su-
percoiled structure of the plasmid.

Figure 10. Action of 2 and 3 on plasmid DNA (1% agarose gel).
Line 1: supercoiled plasmid blank, line 2: linearized plasmid by
endonuclease BamH1, line 3: effect of cisplatin, line 4: effect of 2,
line 5: effect of 3. (The blanks corresponding to water/NaClO4 and
water/DMF/NaClO4 used for solubilising cisplatin and complexes
2 and 3 are similar to line 1).

Conclusions

In conclusion, we have found that regular click chelators
containing palladium or platinum can behave similar to cis-
platin. Thus, guanosine adducts form easily and the confor-
mational change produced by such complexation resembles
that of cisplatin. Relaxation of DNA also takes place like
the action of cisplatin.

Experimental Section
General: The following procedures were used in all reactions unless
otherwise noted. Reactions were stirred with a Teflon®-coated mag-
netic stirring bar. Removal of solvents was accomplished by evapo-
ration on a Buchi rotary evaporator (water bath at 40 °C). All com-
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mercially available reagents were used as received. NMR spectra
were recorded in Fourier Transform mode with Bruker AVANCE
400 and 500 spectrometers at 25 °C. Chemical shifts are reported
in ppm. Spin multiplicity is described by means of the following
abbreviations: s = singlet, d = doublet, m = multiplet, and br. =
broad. Coupling constants (J) are reported in Hertz (Hz). Diffrac-
tion data were collected with an Enraf–Nonius CAD4 dif-
fractometer at 293 K. The data collection and reduction were car-
ried out with the CAD4 Express Enraf–Nonius CAD4 program
package. All data were corrected for Lorentz-polarization effects
and absorption corrections were made with Multi-Scan. The struc-
tures were solved through direct and Fourier methods and refined
by full-matrix least-square methods based on F2 with the SIR92
and SHELXL-97 programs. Hydrogen atoms were located from a
difference Fourier map and the same isotropic thermal parameters
were then refined. The final least-square refinements (R1) based on
I�2σ(I) converged to 0.0226. All calculations were conducted
using DFT as implemented in the Gaussian 03 program. Geometry
optimizations were performed using the restricted B3LYP exchange
and correlation function and the triple-ζ 6-311G(d,p) basis set for
all atoms except for Pd (SDD basis set) [B3LYP/ 6-311G (C, N, O,
H)/SDD (Pd)]. Harmonic frequency analysis based on analytical
second derivatives was used to characterize the optimized geome-
tries as local minima. Diffraction intensity data were collected at
T = 293 K with an Oxford-Diffraction XCALIBUR diffractometer
[Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.7107 Å)] with data collection and re-
duction by using the CrysAlis program package.[18] Data were cor-
rected for Lorentz-polarization effects and empirical absorption
corrections by using SCALE3 ABSPACK.[19] The structure was
solved by direct methods with SIR-92[20] and refined by least-
squares methods on F2 with SHELXL-97[21] incorporated in the
WinGX package.[22] Hydrogen atoms were inserted at calculated
positions with isotropic thermal parameters constrained to be 1.2
times the Ueq of the carrier atoms. The molecule was drawn by
using CAMERON.[23]

Procedures and Compounds

1·HCl:[5] Benzyl azide (266 mg, 2 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) and propar-
gylamine hydrochloride (218 mg, 2.4 mmol, 1.2 equiv.) were mixed
in a mixture of tert-butyl alcohol/H2O (2:1, 4 mL). 16 mg
(0.04 mmol, 2 mol-%) of [CuCl(SIMes)] and 7.2 mg (0.04 mmol,
2 mol-%) of 1,10-phenanthroline were added sequentially. A color
change to orange was observed, and the reaction was stirred for
12 h. The solvent was removed, and the resulting solid was taken
up in ethanol. The resulting white solid was collected by filtration,
and washed with diethyl ether to yield the desired pure triazole
hydrochloride (358 mg, 80%).

Palladium Complex 2: 1·HCl (74.2 mg, 0.32 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) was
dissolved in water (3 mL), and added to K2PdCl4 (108 mg,
0.32 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) dissolved in water (2 mL). After a few min-
utes, a red brownish precipitate formed and the reaction was stirred
24 h. The precipitate was collected by filtration, washed with water
(3 �5 mL), MeOH (2 �5 mL), ether (5 mL), and the resulting solid
was dried in air to yield pure complex 2 (104 mg, 86%). Crystals
were obtained by dissolving 2 in a minimum amount of DMF.
Crystals were grown by slow diffusion of ethanol in a closed desic-
cator kept at 35 °C for two weeks. 1H NMR ([D6]DMSO): δ = 8.29
(s, 1 H, triazole), 7.40 (m, 5 H, Ar), 5.68 (s, 2 H, CH2), 5.58 (m, 2
H, CH2), 3.68 (m, 2 H, NH2) ppm. 13C NMR ([D6]DMSO): δ =
152.0, 134.6, 128.8, 128.6, 128.2, 122.3, 54.6, 40.4 ppm.
C10H12Cl2N4Pd (365.6): calcd. C 32.86, H 3.31, N 15.33; found C
33.44, H 3.49, N 15.56.

Palladium Complex 4: Compound 2 (46 mg, 0.13 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)
was stirred in D2O (2.5 mL) in the presence of AgNO3 (53.9 mg,
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0.31 mmol, 2.4 equiv.) in the absence of light for 2 d. The reaction
mixture was passed through a Millipore filter to yield a pale yellow
solution that was added to guanosine (89.9 mg, 0.31 mmol,
2.5 equiv.). The suspension was stirred for 24 h, and passed through
a Millipore filter before being analyzed by 1H NMR spectroscopy.
1H NMR (D2O): δ = 8.60 (s, 1 H, H8); 8.45 (s, 1 H, H8) 8.35 (s, 1
H, triazole), 7.60–7.48 (m, 3 H, Ar), 7.35 (m, 2 H, Ar), 6.05 (d, J
= 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H1�), 6.01 (d, J = 4.5 Hz, 2 H, H1�), 5.62 (s, 2 H,
CH2), 4.75 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H2�), 4.72 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H2�),
4.47 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H3�), 4.40 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H3�),4.36
(m, 2 H, CH2), 4.33 (m, 2 H, CH2), 4.10–3.80 (m, 6 H, H4�, H5�,
H5� of the two riboses) ppm.

Platinum Complex 5: Compound 3 (50.0 mg, 0.11 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)
was stirred in H2O (2.0 mL) in the presence of AgNO3 (47.0 mg,
0.28 mmol, 2.5 equiv.) in the absence of light for 3 d. The reaction
mixture was passed through a Millipore filter to yield a pale yellow
solution that was added to guanosine (77.9 mg, 0.28 mmol,
2.5 equiv.). The suspension was stirred 24 h and passed through a
Millipore filter. The solution was then lyophilized, the mixture
purified by C-18 preparative HPLC [MeOH/AcONH4 (0.1 ):
75:25, pH = 5.5; isocratic conditions], and the fractions containing
the adduct 5 were lyophilized. The resulting solid was dissolved in
water (20 mL) and desalted using a dialysis membrane (cut-off:
500) to yield pure adduct 5 (30 mg). 1H NMR (D2O): δ = 8.55 (s,
1 H, H8); 8.25 (s, 1 H, H8) 8.05 (s, 1 H, triazole), 7.30–7.25 (m, 3
H, Ar), 7.10 (m, 2 H, Ar), 5.80 (d, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H1�), 5.75 (d,
J = 4.5 Hz, 2 H, H1�), 5.35 (s, 2 H, CH2), 4.45 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H,
H2�), 4.42 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H2�), 4.25 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H3�),
4.20 (t, J = 4.5 Hz, 1 H, H3�),3.90 (m, 2 H, CH2), 3.85 (m, 2 H,
CH2), 3.75–3.70 (m, 6 H, H4�, H5�, H5� of the two riboses) ppm.

DNA Gel Electrophoresis: Three solutions (3�10–4 ) of 2, 3 and
cisplatin were prepared in DMF and water. 1 µL of each solution
was added to 1.4 µg of plasmid pcDNA 4T0 in the presence of
30 µL NaClO4 (10–2 ) and incubated for 24 h at 37 °C. Samples
were then analyzed by agarose (1%) electrophoresis and DNA was
revealed with BET under UV light.

Supporting Information (see also the footnote on the first page of
this article): 1H, 13C, and mass spectra of complexes 2 and 4, 1H,
HPLC profile, and mass spectra of adduct 5.

CCDC-647394 contains the supplementary crystallographic data.
These data can be obtained free of charge from The Cambridge
Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_
request/cif.
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A series of mononuclear salicylaldiminato(thiosemicarb-
azone)palladium(II) complexes of general formula [Pd(saltsc-
R)PPh3], {H2saltsc-R = salicylaldehyde thiosemicarbazone; R
= H (5), 3-tert-butyl (6), 3-methoxy (7), 5-chloro (8)} have
been synthesized. The palladium complexes were prepared
by the reaction of the appropriate salicylaldimine thiosemi-
carbazone with Pd(PPh3)2Cl2. All complexes were character-
ised by a range of spectroscopic and analytical techniques.
The molecular structures of 6–8 have been determined by
single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis. The salicylaldimine
thiosemicarbazones coordinate to palladium in a tridentate
manner, through the phenolic oxygen, imine nitrogen and
thiolate sulfur, forming five-and six-membered chelate rings

Introduction

Thiosemicarbazones are known for their pharmacologi-
cal properties, particularly as antiparasitic,[1–4] antibacte-
rial[5–8] and antitumoral[9,10] agents. Research into the struc-
ture and coordination chemistry of aliphatic, aromatic, het-
erocyclic and other types of thiosemicarbazones and their
metal complexes is well-established.[11] Generally, thiosemi-
carbazones act as chelating agents for various metal ions,
by bonding through the sulfur atom and the imine nitrogen
atom. Cadmium,[12] mercury,[12] platinum,[13] cobalt[14] and
palladium[15,16] are a few of the metals that have been com-
plexed with various types of thiosemicarbazone ligands.
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within their structures. The fourth coordination site for these
square-planar complexes is occupied by PPh3. Biological ac-
tivities of the thiosemicarbazone ligands and palladium com-
plexes have been investigated toward the WHCO1 oesopha-
geal cancer cell line and against two strains of the malaria
parasite Plasmodium falciparum, W2 (chloroquine-resistant)
and D10 (chloroquine-sensitive). The palladium(II) com-
plexes show enhanced in vitro antiplasmodial activity in
comparison with their thiosemicarbazone ligand precursors.
On the other hand, in vitro anticancer activity studies on oe-
sophageal cancer cell lines revealed a decrease in activity
upon coordination of palladium to the thiosemicarbazone li-
gand.

The study of the biological activity of transition metal com-
plexes of thiosemicarbazones has emerged as an area of
great interest, the premise being that coordination to a
metal may affect biological activity.[17]

Several transition metal complexes of aromatic mono-
and bidentate thiosemicarbazones have been studied for
their anticancer activities.[18] Our current investigation of
salicylaldehyde thiosemicarbazones stems from the incor-
poration of three donor atoms [O,N,S], increasing the coor-
dination capacity of thiosemicarbazones, giving rise to che-
lating tridentate thiosemicarbazone metal complexes. Metal
complexes of salicylaldehyde thiosemicarbazones have been
studied for their antitumour activity in vitro and in some
cases were found to be generally more active than the free
ligand.[15,19] Das and Livingstone suggested that sulfur-con-
taining ligands chelated to palladium(II) are better antitu-
mor agents than those of other metals, as the palladium(II)
chelates possess the proper lability to transport the metal
to DNA, its primary target.[20] Palladium(II) complexes of
aryl-derived thiosemicarbazones have been tested for anti-
tumoral and anticancer activity against several cancer cell
lines including, human and murine tumor cell lines that are
resistant and sensitive to cisplatin,[21–23] human breast can-
cer[24] and bladder cancer.[24] In certain cases, the palladi-
um(II) complexes were found to be better cytotoxic agents
than cisplatin, as well as their free ligands. A tridentate
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phenanthrenequinone thiosemicarbazone palladium(II)
complex was found to exhibit superior selectivity toward
breast cancer cells which have previously shown resistance
to conventional chemotherapies.[25] Overall, tridentate thio-
semicarbazone PdII complexes have exhibited antiprolifera-
tive activities that are comparable or better than their PtII

analogues.[26–28]

Reports on the use of thiosemicarbazone metal com-
plexes as antimalarial agents are sparse. Copper(II), nickel-
(II) and iron(II) complexes of 2-acetyl pyridine-derived
thiosemicarbazones have been screened for antimalarial ac-
tivity.[29] The CuII and FeII complexes were found to exhibit
modest activity compared to their free ligands while the
NiII complexes showed no activity. To the best of our
knowledge, the investigation of thiosemicarbazone PdII

complexes as antimalarial agents has not been reported in
the literature.

With the established biological activities of thiosemicarb-
azones, we decided to study the synthesis and characterisa-
tion of four mononuclear thiosemicarbazonepalladium(II)
complexes, containing functionalized salicylaldehyde moie-
ties and investigate the biological activity of the thiosemi-
carbazone ligands and their palladium(II) complexes
against the WHCO1 oesophageal cancer cell line, as well
as a sensitive and resistant strain of the malaria parasite
Plasmodium falciparum.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis of Salicylaldimine Thiosemicarbazones 1–4 and
Their Mononuclear Palladium(II) Complexes 5–8

The functionalised salicylaldehyde thiosemicarbazones
1–4 were prepared by Schiff base condensation reactions
of the appropriate salicylaldehyde with thiosemicarbazide
(Scheme 1). Thiosemicarbazones 1,[30] 3[31] and 4[32] are
known compounds and their spectroscopic data and melt-
ing points correlate with the literature. The salicylaldimine
thiosemicarbazone ligands 1–4 synthesised were treated
with the precursor palladium(II) complex, cis-bis(triphenyl-
phosphane)palladium dichloride (Scheme 1) to give the
mononuclear salicylaldiminato(thiosemicarbazone)palladi-
um(II) complexes 5–8. The complexes 5–8 are soluble in
most organic solvents and show greater solubility when
compared with the uncomplexed ligands 1–4.

The new salicylaldimine thiosemicarbazone ligand 2
shows similar spectral properties with the known com-
pounds 1, 3 and 4.[30–32] Typically, the 1H NMR spectrum
of 2 shows a broad singlet for the hydroxy proton at δ =
10.03 ppm and the hydrazinic proton occurs at δ =
11.29 ppm. The imine proton, indicative of Schiff base con-
densation, is seen as a singlet at δ = 8.28 ppm. In the 13C
NMR spectrum for ligand 2, the thione carbon is observed
at δ = 177.8 ppm and the hydroxy-substituted aromatic car-
bon at δ = 155.3 ppm. In the 1H NMR spectra for palladi-
um(II) complexes 6–8, the imine proton is observed as a
doublet at around 8.26 ppm. A coupling constant (4J) of
14.14 Hz is consistent with long range coupling of the imine
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Scheme 1. Synthetic route to salicylaldiminato(thiosemicarb-
azone)palladium(II) complexes 5–8.

proton with the phosphorus nucleus of the triphenylphos-
phane co-ligand.[33] Peaks for the hydroxy proton and the
hydrazinic proton of the free thiosemicarbazone ligand
were not observed confirming coordination of the ligand
via the phenolic oxygen and that sulfur coordinates to pal-
ladium in the thiolate form. All of the palladium complexes
exhibit a singlet in their 31P NMR spectra in the range be-
tween 24.00 and 26.00 ppm, with the exception of complex
7, which shows a singlet further upfield (δ = 19.67 ppm)
relative to the analogous complexes. The 13C NMR spectra
for 5–8 displays resonances due to the thiolate carbon at
around 161 ppm and the imine carbon at around 171 ppm.

Infrared spectra for the salicylaldimine thiosemicarb-
azone ligands (1–4) show an absorption band assigned to
the C=N stretching vibration at 1615 cm–1, confirming the
formation of the thiosemicarbazone, Schiff-base product.
For the monuclear palladium(II) complexes 5–8, two ab-
sorption bands are observed in the imine region. This is
consistent with the formation of a new imine bond within
the thiosemicarbazone ligand, upon coordination of palla-
dium to sulfur in the thiolate form. The lower frequency
band, observed between 1610 and 1585 cm–1, is assigned
to the imine bond coordinated to palladium. In all of the
complexes two bands are observed for the N–H vibrations
of the terminal amine between 3500 and 3250 cm–1. A third
band for the hydrazinic N–H is not observed and this is
consistent with the loss of the hydrazinic proton and forma-
tion of a new imine bond in the coordinated thiosemicarb-
azone ligand.

ESI mass spectrometry further confirmed the integrity of
the new mononuclear palladium(II) complexes 6–8. The
ESI spectrum of 6 and 7 reveals base peaks at m/z 617 and
m/z 591 respectively for the [M – H]+ ion. The spectrum
of compound 8 displays a base peak for the mononuclear
complex in its protonated form [M + H]+ at m/z 597.
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Molecular Structures

The molecular structures of palladium complexes 6–8
have been determined using single-crystal X-ray crystal-
lography. Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction of the
palladium complexes were obtained by slow exaporation of
either 1:1 dichloromethane/hexane or CDCl3/hexane solu-
tions. Crystallographic data are listed in Table 5 (see Exp.
Section) and selected interatomic distances and bond angles
are summarised in Table 1. The molecular structures of
complexes 6–8 are shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3 respectively.

Table 1. Selected bond lengths [Å] and angles [°] for palladium(II)
complexes 6–8.

6 7 8

Pd1–S1 2.2432(8) 2.2426(8) 2.2478(6)
Pd1–P1 2.2833(8) 2.2782(8) 2.2779(6)
Pd1–N3 2.028(3) 2.012(2) 2.0204(19)
Pd1–O1 2.014(2) 2.033(2) 2.0164(16)
C1–S1 1.754(3) 1.754(3) 1.751(3)
C1–N2 1.303(4) 1.304(4) 1.291(3)
C2–N3 1.294(4) 1.293(4) 1.294(3)
N3–Pd1–S1 84.16(8) 84.52(7) 84.09(6)
N3–Pd1–O1 93.03(10) 92.15(9) 93.15(7)
P1–Pd1–S1 93.41(3) 93.56(3) 92.27(2)
P1–Pd1–O1 89.41(7) 90.07(6) 90.43(5)

Figure 1. Molecular structure of complex 6 showing ellipsoids at
the 40 % probability level with hydrogen atoms and solvent mole-
cules omitted for clarity.

For the palladium complexes 6–8, the molecular struc-
tures show that the thiosemicarbazone ligand coordinates
to the metal in the expected tridentate (O–N–S) fashion, via
the phenolic oxygen, imine nitrogen and sulfur atom in a
square-planar geometry, forming five- and six-membered
chelate rings with the metal centre. The fourth coordination
site is occupied by a triphenylphosphane ligand, coordi-
nated to palladium trans to the nitrogen.

The bite angles formed between the metal and the coor-
dinated ligands show that in each complex there is a slightly
distorted square-planar arrangement around the metal. All
of the bite angles around the metal in each complex are
consistent with those observed for similar com-
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Figure 2. Molecular structure of complex 7 showing ellipsoids at
the 40% probability level.

Figure 3. Molecular structure of complex 8 showing ellipsoids at
the 40% probability level, with the solvent molecule (CH2Cl2) omit-
ted for clarity.

plexes.[15,34,35] The bite angle that shows the least deviation
from 90° is the P(1)–Pd(1)–O(1); 89.41(7) for 8, 90.07(6) for
7 and 90.43(5) for 6. The trans angles O(1)–Pd(1)–S(1) and
N(3)–Pd(1)–P(1) are close to linearity in all of the molecu-
lar structures with 8 showing the least deviation from 180°.

Inspection of the bond angles formed between the metal
and the coordinated atoms show that they are consistent
with analogous complexes.[15,35] The Pd(1)–N(3) bond
length observed in 8 and 7 are slightly longer than that of
6. This suggests there may be greater trans influence exerted
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by the triphenylphosphane ligand in these two com-
plexes.[34]

The C(1)–S(1) bond has a length of approximately
1.75 Å for all three complexes, closer to the expected bond
length of a typical C–S single bond (1.82 Å) than that of a
C=S double bond (1.56 Å),[36] confirming that sulfur coor-
dinates to palladium in the thiolate form.[37] Further evi-
dence of this is obtained from the bond lengths observed
for the C(1)–N(2) bond. The approximate bond length of
1.30 Å in all of the molecular structures is similar to that
of the C(2)–N(3) imine bond, indicating increased double
bond character and formation of a new double bond be-
tween carbon and nitrogen in the thiosemicarbazone ligand
upon coordination to palladium.[15,38,39]

In Vitro Antimalarial Activity of Compounds 1–8

Compounds 1–8 were evaluated for in vitro antimalarial
activity against both the chloroquine-resistant (W2) and
-sensitive (D10) strains of P. falciparum, and the biological
data are presented in Table 2. The control drugs used in the
experiment were chloroquine (CQ) and artemisinin (ART)
for the W2 strain and chloroquine for the D10 strain.

Table 2. In vitro antiplasmodial activity against P. falciparum
strains in µ for compounds 1–8.

W2 D10 D10

IC50 �SD Percentage survival IC50 � SD
[µ] 10 mg/mL [%] [µ]

CQ[a] 0.097� 0.92 – 0.0598� 0.0148
ART[b] 0.019� 2.30 – –
1 � 20.0 56.18 –
2 � 20.0 102.59 –
3 � 20.0 48.62 –
4 � 20.0 107.21 –
5 8.87 �2.00 26.88 9.02 �0.342
6 13.74 �2.19 51.68 –
7 10.75 � 0.44 33.47 5.64� 0.442
8 � 20.0 37.67 1.38� 0.0453

[a] CQ = chloroquine. [b] ART = artemisinin.

The palladium(II) complexes 5–7, with the exception of
complex 8, generally showed superior antiplasmodial ac-
tivity in comparison to the salicyaldimine thiosemicarb-
azone ligands 1–4, against the chloroquine-sensitive (W2)
strain of the parasite. For the chloroquine-sensitive (D10)
strain, the compounds were first screened for percentage
parasite survival at a single concentration, before determin-
ing the IC50 values for selected compounds which were de-
emed to be active (Table 2). Generally, the palladium com-
plexes showed enhanced activity over the analogous thio-
semicarbazones against the D10 strain, and exhibited com-
parable antiplasmodial activity in the W2 strain. Although
no clear structure–activity relationships can be gleaned
from this study, it is interesting to note that for the D10
strain, the substituted aryl thiosemicarbazone palladium
complexes are more active than the unsubstituted salicyl-
aldimine(thiosemicarbazone)palladium(II) complex 5.
None of the free thiosemicarbazone ligands 1–4 showed ap-
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preciable activity against either strain. It is evident that che-
lation of the ligand to palladium enhances antimalarial ac-
tivity. The differences in antiplasmodial activities observed
for the complexes suggest that, i. the aromatic ring of the
coordinated thiosemicarbazone ligand may be involved in
the mechanism of inhibition and ii. the effect of the aryl
substituent is not electronic but may be attributed to steric
effects.

Antiproliferative Activity of Compounds 1–8 in Cancer Cell
Lines

The salicylaldehyde-derived thiosemicarbazones ligands
1–4 and their corresponding PdII complexes 5–8 were evalu-
ated for their antiproliferative activity in vitro against the
cancer cell line WHCO1, an oesophageal cancer cell line,
using Doxorubicin as the control drug. The results of cyto-
toxic activity in vitro are expressed as IC50, the minimum
compound concentration required for 50 % inhibition of
cell growth as compared to control untreated cells (Table 3).

Table 3. In vitro activity of compounds 1–8 [expressed as IC50 (µ)]
against the WHCO1 cancer cell line.

IC50 [µ] 95% confidence interval

1 n/a[a] n/a[a]

2 1.10 0.91–1.28
3 95.13 71.61–126.40
4 10.83 9.31–12.59
5 6.68 6.35–7.03
6 54.38 15.70–188.30
7 2.56 2.33–2.82
8 24.00 19.27–29.90
Doxorubucin 0.58 0.48–0.70

[a] n/a: not active at the measured concentration.

All the compounds, except thiosemicarbazone ligand 1,
show cytotoxicity. The ligand, 3-tert-butyl-2-hydroxybenz-
aldehyde thiosemicarbazone (2), shows the best activity
(IC50 = 1.10 µ) out of all compounds screened against the
WHCO1 cell line. Its corresponding complex 6, however,
exhibits only moderate to weak cytotoxicity (IC50 =
54.38 µ). Similarly, ligand 4 shows better activity than its
corresponding complex 8. The poorer activity of these
metal complexes as anticancer agents may be ascribed to
their poor solubility in the cultivation medium since the
metal complexes of 1 and 3 are poorly soluble under the
conditions tested.

The palladium complex 7 is nearly 40 times more cyto-
toxic than the free ligand precursor 3, with IC50 = 95.13 µ.
Generally, the coordination of the thiosemicarbazone to
palladium may alter the lipophilic character of the complex,
thus increasing the biological activity or it may be a syner-
gistic effect, where the ligand dissociates within the cell and
interacts with the ribonucleotide reductase enzyme while
the free metal ion interacts with DNA.[24,40] In the case of
complex 7, this enhanced activity may be attributed to the
presence of the methoxy substituent. Interestingly, ligand 1
is not active at the maximum concentration used while its
palladium complex 5 shows cytotoxicity. Coordination of
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Table 4. IC50 values for compounds 2, 7 and 5 against several cancer cell lines.

Cell line Ligand 2 Complex 7 Complex 5
IC50 [µ] 95% confidence interval IC50 [µ] 95% confidence interval IC50 [µ] 95% confidence interval

WHCO1 1.10 0.91–1.28 2.56 2.33–2.82 6.68 6.35–7.03
WHCO5 4.03 3.47–4.69 2.11 0.69–6.39 n/a[a] n/a[a]

WHCO6 6.32 5.05–7.92 12.23 5.40–27.70 43.13 15.00–124.00
KYSE30 3.02 2.21–4.13 1.48 1.11–1.96 3.76 2.63–5.39
KYSE70 7.98 6.66–9.56 n/a[a] n/a[a] 10.28 8.14–12.97
KYSE180 7.27 6.46–8.19 5.23 n/d 6.43 5.40–7.65
KYSE410 7.46 6.48–8.59 46.02 23.51–90.11 n/a[a] n/a[a]

KYSE450 1.64 1.33–2.02 2.19 1.42–3.36 4.11 2.86–5.91
CaSki 13.03 9.56–17.75 n/a[a] n/a[a] n/a[a] n/a[a]

HeLa 0.91 0.79–1.06 n/a[a] n/a[a] 70.61 61.81–80.67

[a] n/a: not active at the measured concentration.

thiosemicarbazone 1 to palladium clearly modifies its cyto-
toxic properties most likely by increasing its lipophilic na-
ture. Of all the PdII complexes tested, complex 7 shows the
greatest cytotoxic activity with an IC50 value of 2.56 µ.

Inspection of the results obtained for the free ligands 1–
4 suggests that having a substituent on the aryl ring in-
creases the activity of the compound, however, the degree
of activation may be dependent on the position of the sub-
stituent, as well as the inductive effect of the substituent.
Compound 3 has a strongly electron-donating substituent
in position 3 on the ring yet it does not show any appreci-
able activity while thiosemicarbazone 2, where the tertiary
butyl group donates electron density into the ring to a lesser
extent than 3, shows the best activity. Compound 4 has an
electron-withdrawing chloro substituent on the ring and it
exhibits intermediate activity; better than 3. This may be
explained by the fact that the chloro group is in position 5
on the ring. It is possible that the position as well as the
electronic nature of the aromatic substituent may influence
the way the ligand interacts with targets inside the cell. Fur-
ther studies regarding the structure–activity relationship of
these compounds need to be undertaken in order to estab-
lish the actual effect of the aromatic substituent.

These observations, however, cannot be extended to their
corresponding complexes which do not show particular
structure–activity correlation with regard to the substitu-
ents on the ring. In a previous study, cisplatin has shown
an IC50 value of approximately 13 µ against the WHCO1
cell line.[41] The free ligands 2 and 4 as well as palladium
complexes 5 and 7 all exhibit cytotoxicities lower than this
value against this cell line.

The three compounds showing the best activities, thio-
semicarbazone ligand 2 and palladium(II) complexes 5 and
7, were then further tested in two additional oesophageal
cancer cell lines of South African origin (WHCO5 and
WHCO6), five oesophageal cancer cell lines of Japanese
origin (KYSE30, KYSE70, KYSE180, KYSE410 and
KYSE450) and two cervical cancer cell lines (CaSki and
HeLa). The results are presented in Table 4 along with their
activity against WHCO1.

The free thiosemicarbazone ligand 2, showed good ac-
tivity against all of the cell lines screened with the best ac-
tivity observed in the cervical cancer cell line HeLa. Com-
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plex 7 exhibited good IC50 values against cell lines
WHCO1, WHCO5, KYSE30, KYSE180 and KYSE450; in-
termediate activity against WHCO6 and negligible activity
against KYSE410 cell lines. It did not show any activity
against the remaining cell lines at the highest concentrations
used. Complex 5 displayed good activity in only four of the
oesophageal cancer cell lines tested; was not active in the
CaSki line and showed negligible activity against the HeLa
cell line.

Complex 5 and similar [O,N,S] tridentate thiosemicarb-
azone PdII analogues have been previously screened for in
vitro anticancer activity against the promyelocytic HL-60
and histiocytic lymphoma U-937 cell lines.[15] Most of these
complexes exhibited IC50 values less than 10 µ. In ad-
dition, they were found to be more potent cytotoxic agents
than the clinical drugs cisplatin, BCNU [1,3-bis(2-chloro-
ethyl)-1-nitrosourea], hydroxyurea and 5-FU (5-fluoro-
uracil) which were also screened during the same experi-
ments.[15] Similarly, in our studies, complex 5 has displayed
activities lower than 10 µ in four of the oesophageal cell
lines tested. Overall, thiosemicarbazone 2 was found to be a
good cytotoxic agent, it consistently displayed good activity
against all cell lines tested while the complexes 7 and 5 only
exhibited cytotoxicity against selected cell lines.

In Vitro Apoptosis Assay

Cytotoxic agents can induce cell death through various
pathways that include necrosis and apoptosis. Apoptosis is
a common process of programmed cell death and is the fo-
cus of current oncology research. This process involves a
series of biochemical steps resulting in morphological
changes to the cell membrane including cell shrinkage, nu-
clear fragmentation and chromosomal DNA fragmenta-
tion.[42] PARP (Poly Adenosine-Diphosphate Ribose Poly-
merase) is a known caspase substrate and cleavage of PARP
into two distinct molecular fragments (116 kDa and
85 kDa) serves as a marker of apoptosis. Following the re-
sults of our in vitro cytotoxicity studies, we decided to fur-
ther explore PARP cleavage by Western blot analysis, in or-
der to determine the mode of cell death induced by thio-
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semicarbazone ligand 2, the most active compound from
the series of ligands and complexes synthesised. Figure 4
shows the Western blot diagrams for this experiment.

Figure 4. Western Blot diagrams for HeLa (A) and WHCO1 (B)
cells treated with ligand 2 for 48 h. Dox represents the cells treated
with 5 µ doxorubicin for 48 h (positive control) and Untx repre-
sents the untreated cells (negative control).

HeLa cells treated with three concentrations of thiosemi-
carbazone 2 showed considerable cleavage of PARP
whereas WHCO1 cells treated with this compound showed
no PARP cleavage. Treatment of cells with 5 µ doxorub-
icin served as a positive control. From these results it is
evident that 2 kills HeLa cells via apoptosis. The mode of
cell death in WHCO1 cells treated with 2 is clearly not
apoptosis and it might be interesting to further investigate
whether 2 triggers cell death in WHCO1 cells by necrosis,
or autophagy (degradation of a cell by separating the con-
tents from the rest of the cytoplasm).[43]

Conclusions

The salicylaldimine thiosemicarbazones 1–4 were pre-
pared by the condensation reaction of thiosemicarbazide
and the appropriate salicylaldehyde derivatives. These thio-
semicarbazone ligands were complexed with cis-bis(triphen-
ylphosphane)palladium(II) dichloride to produce three new
mononuclear thiosemicarbazone palladium complexes 6–8.
The new complexes were fully characterised by 1H, 13C and
31P NMR and IR spectroscopy, elemental analysis and
mass spectrometry. The molecular structures of 6–8 reveal
a square-planar geometry around palladium, with the thio-
semicarbazone ligand bonding in a tridentate manner,
forming a five- and six-membered chelate ring. The palladi-
um(II) complexes exhibit an enhanced antiplasmodial effect
over the analogous thiosemicarbazone ligand precursors
when tested against both chloroquine-resistant (W2) and
chloroquine-sensitive (D10) strains of P. falciparum. The
present study also shows that the palladium(II) complexes
have moderate cytotoxic properties, and in some cases,
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lower activities in comparison with the analogous thiosemi-
carbazone ligand. The thiosemicarbazone ligand 2, contain-
ing the tert-butyl functionality, reveals cell death for HeLa
cells to occur via apoptosis.

Experimental Section
General Procedures: All complexation reactions were performed
under an atmosphere of nitrogen or argon, using a dual vacuum/
nitrogen line and standard Schlenk-line techniques. All reaction
solvents were dried by refluxing under an inert atmosphere over the
appropriate drying agent and all samples were dried under vacuum.
Reagents and solvents were purchased from commercial suppliers.
PdCl2 was kindly donated by Johnson–Mathey Inc. All purchased
starting materials were used without further purification. The sali-
cylaldimine thiosemicarbazone ligands 1,[30] 3[31] and 4[32] and the
palladium complexes, bis(triphenylphosphane)palladium(II) di-
chloride[44] and 5,[15] were prepared according to the published lit-
erature procedures. Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectra
were recorded on a Varian Unity XR400 MHz (1H at 399.95 MHz,
13C at 100.58 MHz, 31P at 161.90 MHz) or Varian Mercury XR300
(1H at 300.08 MHz, 13C at 75.46 MHz, 31P at 121.47 MHz) MHz
spectrometer at ambient temperature. Chemical shifts for 1H and
13C{1H} NMR shifts are reported using tetramethylsilane (TMS)
as the internal standard and 31P{1H} spectra were measured rela-
tive to H3PO4 as the external standard. Infrared absorptions (IR)
were measured on a Perkin–Elmer Spectrum One FT-IR Spectrom-
eter as KBr pellets. Microanalyses for C, H, N and S were carried
out using a Fisons EA 110 elemental analyser and melting points
were determined using a Kofler hot stage microscope (Reichert
Thermovar). Mass Spectrometry determinations were carried out
on all new compounds using electron spray ionisation on a Waters
API Quattro Micro instrument in the positive mode.

Salicylaldimine Thiosemicarbazone 2: A solution of 3-tert-butyl-2-
hydroxybenzaldehyde (0.520 g, 2.92 mmol) in ethanol (10 mL) was
added dropwise to an equimolar amount of thiosemicarbazide
(0.272 g, 2.98 mmol) in ethanol (20 mL). The reaction mixture was
refluxed for 6 h. After cooling to room temperature, the product 2
precipitates out of solution as a white solid. The product is isolated
by filtration, washed with ethanol and diethyl ether and dried in
vacuo; yield 0.397 g (54%); m.p. 254–257 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz,
DMSO): δ = 11.29 (s, 1 H, NNHCS), 10.03 (br. s, 1 H, OH), 8.28
(s, 1 H, HC=N), 7.99 (br. s, 2 H, NH2), 7.25 (m, 2 H, ArH), 6.86
(t, J = 7.69 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 1.40 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3] ppm. 13C NMR
(75 MHz, DMSO): δ = 177.8, 155.3, 147.0, 136.6, 129.3, 128.2,
119.1, 118.4, 34.3, 29.2 ppm. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3419 (s, O–H), 3248
(s, N–H), 3164 (s, N–H), 3038 (s, N–H), 1614 (s, C=N), 1537 (s,
C=C aromatics), 1488 (m, N–N), 1293 (m, N–CS–N) 1148 (m,
C=S) cm–1. C12H17N3OS (251.36): calcd. C 57.34, H 6.81, N 16.72,
S 12.76; found C 56.92, H 6.73, N 16.71, S 12.63.

General Synthesis for the Palladium(II) Complexes 6–8: The appro-
priate thiosemicarbazone ligand 2–4 (1 mol-equiv.) was added to
dry ethanol (40 cm3) under argon gas. The solution was heated to
60 °C with stirring. Triethylamine (2.1 mol-equiv.) was added fol-
lowed by Pd(PPh3)2Cl2 (1 mol-equiv.). The mixture was refluxed
under argon for five hours. During this time, the product precipi-
tated as an orange solid. The product is isolated via filtration and
washed with ethanol and diethyl ether, and dried in vacuo. All of
the products were recrystallised from DCM/hexane.

Spectroscopic Data for 6: cis-Bis(triphenylphosphane)palladium(II)
dichloride (0.530 g, 0.755 mmol) was treated with 3-tert-butyl-2-hy-
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droxybenzaldehyde thiosemicarbazone (0.216 g, 0.837 mmol); yield
0.136 g (29%); m.p. 234–236 °C. 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3): δ =
8.26 (d, J = 14.14 Hz, 1 H, HC=N), 7.70–7.77 (m, 6 H, PPh3),
7.38–7.48 (m, 9 H, PPh3), 7.20–7.37 (m, 2 H, ArH), 6.57 (t, J =
8.82 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 4.59 (s, 2 H, NH2), 0.744 [s, 9 H, C(CH3)3]
ppm. 13C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 170.0, 162.2, 152.3, 140.3,
128.0–135.1, 118.0, 114.1 ppm. 31P NMR (162 MHz, CDCl3): δ =
24.16 (1 P, PPh3) ppm. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3464 (m, N–H), 3391 (m,
N–H), 1634 (m, C=N), 1610 (s, C=N), 1593 (s, C=C aromatics)
1435 (s, N–N) cm–1. C30H30N3OPPdS (618.03): calcd. C 58.30, H
4.89, N 6.80, S 5.19; found C 57.73, H 4.91, N 6.39, S 4.69. ESI-
MS: m/z 617 [M – H]+.

Spectroscopic Data for 7: cis-Bis(triphenylphosphane)palladium(II)
dichloride (0.516 g, 0.735 mmol) was treated with 2-hydroxy-3-
methoxybenzaldehyde thiosemicarbazone (0.164 g, 0.728 mmol);
yield 0.344 g (80%); m.p. 241–243 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz,
CDCl3): δ = 8.24 (d, J = 13.87 Hz, 1 H, HC=N), 7.49–7.81 (m, 6
H, PPh3), 7.26–7.49 (m, 9 H, PPh3), 6.96 (d, J = 8.06 Hz, 1 H,
ArH), 6.85 (d, J = 7.57 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 6.56 (t, J = 7.79 Hz, 1 H,
ArH), 4.67 (s, 2 H, NH2), 3.57 (s, 3 H, OCH3) ppm. 13C NMR
(75 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 170.4, 150.9, 128.3–134.8, 126.5, 117.7,
115.5, 113.9, 56.6 ppm. 31P NMR (121.5 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 19.67
(1 P, PPh3) ppm. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3442 (m, N–H), 3308 (w, N–H),
1642 (m, C=N), 1592 (s, C=N), 1526 (s, C=C aromatics) 1434 (s,
N–N) cm–1. C27H24N3O2PPdS (591.96): calcd. C 54.78, H 4.09, N
7.10, S 5.42; found C 53.67, H 4.32, N 6.10, S 5.17. ESI-MS: m/z
591 [M – H]+.

Spectroscopic Data for 8: cis-Bis(triphenylphosphane)palladium(II)
dichloride (0.513 g, 0.732 mmol) was treated with 5-chlorosalicylal-
dehyde thiosemicarbazone (0.162 g, 0.706 mmol); yield 0.262 g
(63%); m.p. 221–223 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 8.13 (d,
J = 13.62 Hz, 1 H, HC=N), 7.66–7.75 (m, 6 H, PPh3), 7.26–7.55
(m, 9 H, PPh3), 7.23 (d, J = 2.75 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 7.11 (dd, J =
2.76, 9.02 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 6.59 (d, J = 9.02 Hz, 1 H, ArH), 4.74 (s,
2 H, NH2) ppm. 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3): δ = 171.5, 161.2,
149.6, 128.3–134.7, 122.2, 118.7 ppm. 31P NMR (121.5 MHz,
CDCl3): δ = 25.23 (1 P, PPh3) ppm. IR (KBr): ν̃ = 3493 (N–H),
3385 (m, N–H), 3054 (w, C–N), 1605 (s, C=N), 1586 (m, C=N),
1529 (s, C=C aromatics), 1433 (s, N–N) cm–1. C26H21ClN3OPPdS
(596.37): calcd. C 52.36, H 3.55, N 7.05, S 5.38; found C 51.96, H
3.55, N 5.83, S 4.76. ESI-MS: m/z 597 [M + H]+.

X-ray Crystallography: X-ray single-crystal intensity data were col-
lected on a Nonius Kappa-CCD diffractometer using graphite-mo-

Table 5. Crystallographic data and structure refinement parameters for palladium complexes 6–8.

6 7 8

Empirical formula C32H30Cl6D2N3OPPdS C27H24N3O2PPdS C27H23Cl3N3OPPdS
Formula mass 858.75 591.92 681.26
Crystal size 0.18�0.14�0.14 mm 0.12�0.11� 0.09 mm 0.20�0.14�0.08 mm
Crystal system monoclinic monoclinic monoclinic
Space group P21/n C2/c P21/c
a 10.1900(2) Å 33.3399(7) Å 14.7145(4) Å
b 20.5408(4) Å 10.3708(2) Å 8.0414(1) Å
c 17.9344(3) Å 14.9613(2) Å 24.3591(6) Å
α 90° 90° 90°
β 102.543° 102.0910° 101.151°
γ 90° 90° 90°
V 3664.27(12) Å3 5058.28(16) Å3 2827.88(11) Å3

Z 4 8 4
Calculated density 1.557 Mg/m3 1.555 Mg/m3 1.600 Mg/m3

F(000) 1728 2400 1368
R indices, (for all data) R1 = 0.0476, wR2 = 0.0887 R1 = 0.0362, wR2 = 0.0628 R1 = 0.0528, wR2 = 0.0883
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nochromated Mo-Kα radiation. The temperature was controlled by
an Oxford Cryostream cooling system (Oxford Cryostat). The strat-
egy for the data collections was evaluated using the Bruker Nonius
“Collect” program. Data were scaled and reduced using DENZO-
SMN software [36,45] The structure was solved by direct methods
and refined employing full-matrix least-squares with the program
SHELXL-97[46,47] refining on F2. Packing diagrams were produced
using the program PovRay (http://www.povray.org) and graphic
interface X-seed.[48] All non-H atoms were refined anisotropically.
All the hydrogen atoms, except the amino hydrogen H1A and H1B,
were included in idealised positions in a riding model with Uiso set
at 1.2 or 1.5 times those of the parent atoms (Table 5).

Crystal Data for 6–8: CCDC-719352 (for 6), -719353 (for 7) and
-719354 (for 8) contain the supplementary crystallographic data for
this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge from The
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/
data_request/cif.

Biological Experiments

Antimalarial Experiments: Ring stage, W2-strain P. falciparum
parasites (1% parasitaemia, 2% haematocrit) were cultured in
0.5 mL of medium in 48-well culture dishes.[49] Inhibitors from
10 m stocks in DMSO were added to cultured parasites to give a
final concentration of 20 µ. From 48-well plates, 125 µL of culture
was transferred to two 96 well plates (duplicates). Serial dilutions
(1:5) of inhibitors were made to final concentrations of 10 µ,
2 µ, 0.4 µ, 80 nM, 16 nM and 3.2 nM. Cultures were maintained
at 37 °C for 2 d after which the parasites were washed and fixed
with 1% formaldehyde in PBS. After two days, parasitaemia was
measured by flow cytometry using the DNA stain YOYO-1 as a
marker for cell survival.[49] IC50 values for growth inhibition were
determined with GraphPad Prism software from plots of percen-
tage parasitemia of untreated control cultures against inhibitor
concentration.

The test compounds were also tested in triplicate on one occasion
against chloroquine-sensitive (CQS) strain of Plasmodium falcipa-
rum (D10). Continuous in vitro cultures of asexual erythrocyte
stages of P. falciparum were maintained using a modified method
of Trager and Jensen.[50] Quantitative assessment of antiplasmodial
activity in vitro was determined via the parasite lactate dehydroge-
nase assay using a modified method described by Makler.[51] The
samples were prepared to a 2 mg/mL stock solution in 10% DMSO
and sonicated to enhance solubility. Samples were tested as a sus-
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pension if not completely dissolved. Stock solutions were stored at
–20 °C. Further dilutions were prepared on the day of the experi-
ment. Chloroquine (CQ) was used as the reference drug in all ex-
periments. Test samples were tested at one concentration (10 µg/
mL). CQ was tested at concentrations of 30, 15 and 7.5 ng/mL.

Anticancer Experiments

Cell Lines and Cell Proliferation Assays: The three oesophageal
cancer cell lines, WHCO1, WHCO5 and WHCO6, were derived
from biopsies of primary oesophageal squamous cell carcinomas
(oesophageal cancer cells of South African origin)[52] and kindly
provided by Professor Rob Veale (University of Witwatersrand,
South Africa). The CaSki and HeLa cervical cancer cell lines were
purchased from the American Type Culture Collection (Rockville,
MD, USA) and the KYSE oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma
cell lines, previously established by Shimada and co-workers,[53]

were purchased from the German Resource Centre for Biological
Material (http://www.dsmz.de). IC50 determinations were carried
out using the MTT [3-(4,5-Dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenyltet-
razolium bromide] assay. Briefly, 3000 cells were seeded per well in
96-well plates. Cells were incubated at 37 °C under 5% CO2 (24 h),
after which aqueous DMSO solutions of each compound (10 µL,
with a constant final concentration of DMSO: 0.2%) were plated
at various concentrations. After 48 h incubation, observations were
made, and MTT (10 µL) solution added to each well. After a fur-
ther 4 h incubation, solubilization solution (100 µL) was added to
each well, and plates were incubated overnight. Plates were read at
595 nm on a BioTek microplate reader.

Western Blot Analysis: Cells were harvested in 60 µL of radioim-
muno-precipitation assay buffer [150 mmol/L NaCl, 1% Triton X-
100, 0.1% SDS, 25 mmol/L Tris-HCl (pH 7.5), 1 % sodium deoxy-
cholate, 1 mmol/L Na3VO4, 20 µg/mL pepstatin, 1 mmol/L phenyl-
methylsulfonyl fluoride] with protease inhibitor (Complete tablets,
Roche), sonicated for 10 s with a probe sonicator (Heat System-
Ultrasonics) and centrifuged for 15 min at 13,000 g. The protein
concentration of the lysates was determined using the BCA Protein
Assay Kit (Pierce). Equal amounts of protein was electrophoresed
on 10% SDS polyacrylamide gel at a constant current of 15 mA
and electrophoretically transferred to a nitrocellulose membrane
(Hybond-ECL; Amersham Pharmacia Biotech UK) at 100 V for
1 h. Membranes were incubated for 1 h with 5% fat-free dry milk
in TBS with 0.1% Tween 20 to block nonspecific binding sites and
then incubated with 1:1000 dilution of rabbit polyclonal primary
antibody to poly (ADP ribose) polymerase (Santa Cruz Biotech-
nology) at 4 °C overnight. The immunoreactivity was detected by
using peroxidase-conjugated antirabbit secondary antibody and
visualized by enhanced chemiluminescence (SuperSignal West Pico
Chemiluminescent Substrate; Pierce). The blots were stripped be-
fore reprobing with antibody to β-tubulin (Santa Cruz Biotechnol-
ogy).
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A one-pot reaction of copper powder and nickel and ammo-
nium acetates in a CH3OH solution of ethylenediamine (en)
yields a unique 1D aqua-bridged polymer [Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2-
Ni(OAc)4]n·4nH2O (1) with an ambidentate Ni(OAc)4

2– frag-
ment that has not been previously characterized. The basic
structural motif of 1 contains a previously unreported hetero-
metallic M(µ2-H2O)M� aqua-bridge chain with alternating

Introduction

In the search for novel molecular-based magnetic materi-
als with ferromagnetic coupling, considerable efforts have
been devoted to the design and preparation of hetero-
metallic complexes.[1] The most commonly used approach
to achieve such systems has been based on a strict orthogo-
nality of singly-occupied molecular orbitals of the inter-
acting paramagnetic centres.[2] Factors such as bridging-li-
gand shape, bridging angles and out-of-plane shift of the
hydrogen atoms on the bridge[3] are crucial for the appear-
ance of ferromagnetic interactions and should be carefully
controlled in order to avoid disruption of the rigorous sym-
metry requirements. The pathway used to obtain these intri-
guing species is based, essentially, on the self-assembly of
specifically designed precursors that act as ligands together
with a transition-metal complex with available coordination
sites. Whereas the main reaction relies on the assembly of
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metal atoms. A complex system of N/O–H···O hydrogen
bonds strengthens the polymeric chains and links them into
a supramolecular three-dimensional network. Variable-tem-
perature magnetic susceptibility measurements of 1 revealed
a weak ferromagnetic coupling (J = 1.1 cm–1) between the
paramagnetic copper(II) and nickel(II) ions, which is trans-
mitted through the oxygen bridges.

preformed building blocks, the synthesis proceeds in several
steps. Furthermore, the self-assembly process depends on
different factors such as the nature of the ligand,[4] the
counterions,[5] the noncovalent interactions (e.g.
van der Waals, hydrogen-bonding, ionic or coordinative in-
teractions)[6] and the crystallization conditions.[7] This ap-
proach is widely used in the synthesis of high-nuclearity
transition-metal systems[8] as well as for polymeric com-
plexes of various dimensionalities.[9] However, the search
for novel synthetic methodologies is still one of the chal-
lenges in modern coordination chemistry.

We have previously reported on a synthetic strategy
named “direct synthesis of coordination compounds” (DS),
which is based on the one-step self-assembly of building
blocks formed in situ:[10]

M0 – M�X2 – HL – Solv

M0 – M�X2 – L – NH4Y – Solv
where M0 = Cu, Zn, Fe, Mn; M� = Cr–Ni, Zn, Pb, Cd; X
= halide, NCS, OAc, NO3. The specific conditions during
DS (such as kinetic effect of the metal dissolution, special
metal/anion ratio) allowed us to prepare a series of hetero-
metallic complexes.[10] In particular, we obtained a series of
heterometallic CuIIMII (M = Zn, Cd) complexes showing
quasi-linear chain structures based on Zn(OAc)4

2– building
blocks[11a] and 2D structures built from polymeric ladder-
like [{Cd2(OAc)6}2–]n[11b] anions and mixed-ligand anionic
[CdCl2(OAc)2]2–, [CdI(OAc)3]2–, [CdI2(OAc)2]2– and
[{Cd2(NCS)6(OAc)2}2–]n fragments,[11c] as well as a recently
obtained NiII/CdII complex possessing a double-stranded
zigzag chain structure.[11d]
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Continuing our systematic studies, we present here the

preparation of a novel CuIINiII complex starting from ele-
mental copper and nickel and ammonium acetates in a
methanol solution of ethylenediamine in open air. The use
of an aprotic chelating ligand, such as ethylenediamine,
which has been broadly applied in supramolecular design
because of its capability to form [M(en)2]2+ building
blocks,[12] promotes the bridging function of the anions in
the resulting polymeric structures.

We describe here the synthesis, characterization, spectro-
scopic and magnetic properties of the heterometallic com-
plex [Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2Ni(OAc)4]n·4nH2O, which contains
the ambidentate [Ni(OAc)4]2– building block that, accord-
ing to the Cambridge Structural Database (CSD),[13] has
not been previously structurally characterized for any tran-
sition metal. To the best of our knowledge, compound 1
represents the first example of a consecutive arrangement
of two different transition metals M(µ2-H2O)M� through an
aqua bridge, which serves as a basis for the resulting poly-
meric chain.

Results and Discussion

Synthesis and Spectroscopic Characterization

The coordination polymer was synthesized in a one-step
reaction from copper powder and nickel and ammonium
acetates in a methanol solution of ethylenediamine, using
the molar ratio Cu/Ni(OAc)2/NH4OAc/en = 1:1:2:3. The
small excess of en is necessary for the formation of the com-
plex and the use of a stoichiometric ratio of initial reagents
of 1:1:2:2 did not lead to crystallisation. The reaction pro-
ceeds in the following way:

Cu0 + Ni(OAc)2 + 2 NH4OAc + 2 en + 0.5 O2 + 5 H2O �
[Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2Ni(OAc)4]·4H2O + 2 NH3

The IR spectrum of compound 1 confirmed the presence
of ethylenediamine. Four characteristic frequencies, ν(NH),
ν(CH), ν(CN) and ν(CC), can easily be identified at 3130,
2910, 1045 and 930 cm–1, respectively, whereas the δ(NH2)
absorption of en is obscured by stretching vibrations of the
carboxylate groups. Although the difference in wave-
numbers, ∆ = 155 cm–1, between the antisymmetric
(1585 cm–1) and symmetric (1430 cm–1) ν(CO) stretching
frequencies is attributable to the existence of bridging acet-
ate ligands,[14] this is not in agreement with the results from
the X-ray analysis, which revealed a monodentate coordina-
tion mode of the carboxylate groups. Such a difference
could be explained by the participation of monodentate
acetate groups in a complex system of strong intra- and
intermolecular hydrogen bonds resulting in a decrease of
the νas(CO) and an increase of the νs(CO) stretching fre-
quencies.

The diffuse-reflectance spectrum of the compound exhib-
its a high-intensity, broad peak with a maximum at
18150 cm–1, involving d–d transitions in a distorted octahe-
dral environment around both copper(II) and nickel(II)
atoms.[15] The shoulder at 26125 cm–1 can be attributed to

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3529–35353530

the spin-allowed transition 3A2g�3T1g(P) for the NiII cen-
tre. The spectrum also displays a ligand-to-metal charge-
transfer transition at 38200 cm–1.

Structure Description

The crystal structure of the complex consists of infinite
one-dimensional chains of alternating cationic Cu(en)2

2+

and anionic Ni(OAc)4
2– building blocks linked together

through the oxygen atoms of the bridging water molecules,
forming infinite one-dimensional chains (Figure 1). Exam-
ples of binding of the two transition metal atoms by means
of one bridging water molecule into a polymeric structure
are quite rare and, according to the CSD,[13] has been re-
ported only in three homometallic cobalt {[Co(dmba)2-
(H2O)3]·H2O (Hdmba = 2,6-dimethoxybenzoic acid),[16a]

[Co(µ-H2O)(H2O)2L2] (HL = 3-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzoic
acid)[16b]} and manganese {[{Mn(OOCC6H4Fc)2(µ2-OH2)-
(dmf)2}]n[16c] (Fc = ferrocenyl group)} complexes. Hence, as
far as we are aware, the presented compound is the first
heterometallic complex containing the structural motif
{–M(µ2-H2O)M�–}n.

Figure 1. Fragment of the aqua-bridged chain of 1 with the atom-
numbering scheme.

The closest intrachain Cu···Ni distance is 4.244(1) Å,
whereas the Cu···Cu and Ni···Ni separations are 8.488(2) Å.
The copper(II) atoms are in a distorted-octahedral coordi-
nation environment consisting of four nitrogen atoms of en
molecules forming the basal plane [Cu–N 2.005(2),
2.014(2) Å; Table 1] and the oxygen atoms of the bridging
water molecules [Cu–O 2.535(2) Å] occupying the apical
positions. The bond lengths and angles in the chelate rings
are similar to those found in the literature.[17]

The nickel(II) atom is situated on a crystallographic in-
version centre and has a slightly distorted octahedral envi-
ronment with the O6 donor set formed by four mono-
dentate acetate groups [Ni–O 2.0694(17), 2.0649(17) Å] in
equatorial positions and two H2O molecules [Ni–OH2O

2.0874(17) Å] in the apical positions. It should be noted that
the title compound represents a first example of the am-
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Table 1. Selected geometrical parameters (distances [Å] and angles
[°]) for 1.

Cu(1)–N(1) 2.005(2) Ni(1)–O(11) 2.0694(17)

Cu(1)–N(2) 2.014(2) Ni(1)–O(21) 2.0649(17)
Cu(1)–O(1) 2.535(2) Ni(1)–O(1) 2.0894(17)
N(1)–Cu(1)–N(2) 84.91(9) O(11)–Ni(1)–O(21) 89.63(7)
N(1)–Cu(1)–O(1) 87.33(7) O(11)–Ni(1)–O(1) 92.62(7)
N(2)–Cu(1)–O(1) 93.52(6) O(21)–Ni(1)–O(1) 92.81(7)

bidentate [Ni(OAc)4]2– fragment, which (according to the
CSD) has not been previously structurally characterized for
a transition metal. Similar fragments have been found in
the complexes [Pt(dach)(OAc)4][18a] [dach = (�)-trans-1,2-
diaminocyclohexane] and K4[Cu(OAc)4(OAc)2](HOAc)2-
(H2O)2,[18b] but here the Pt(OAc)4 fragment is not ambi-
dentate (the chelating organic molecules occupy the equato-
rial positions), and in the Cu complex the acetate ligands
are asymmetrically bound to two different CuII atoms. The
absence of data for crystal structures containing the ambi-
dentate [M(OAc)4]2– may not be accidental and may dem-
onstrate its low thermodynamic stability. The existence of
the ambidentate [Ni(OAc)4]2– in the presented complex is
presumably caused by its participation in a complex system
of hydrogen bonds. Indeed, all the acetate oxygen atoms
take part in hydrogen bonding (Table 2) and in this way
additionally strengthen the chains and join them into a sup-
ramolecular three-dimensional framework. The molecular
shape of the cationic building block may also influence the
final structure. The [Cu(en)2]2+ cations can be considered
as templating agents for the overall structure, as has been
demonstrated previously.[19]

Table 2. Hydrogen-bonding interactions (distances [Å] and angles
[°]) in 1.[a]

D–H···A D–H H···A D···A D–H···A

N(1)–H(1A)···O(3) 0.92 2.20 3.090(10) 163.8
N(1)–H(1B)···O(21)a 0.92 2.04 2.944(3) 168.7
N(2)–H(2D)···O(11)b 0.92 2.00 2.917(3) 177.3
O(1)–H(1AO)···O(12) 0.83(2) 1.80(3) 2.616(3) 168(3)
O(1)–H(1BO)···O(22) 0.81(3) 1.81(3) 2.610(3) 171(4)
O(2)–H(2AO)···O(12) 0.83(4) 1.98(5) 2.773(7) 160(9)
O(2�)–H(2CO)···O(12) 0.85(4) 1.98(6) 2.724(8) 145(9)
O(3)–H(3AO)···O(22)c 0.84(4) 1.90(4) 2.706(9) 158(7)
O(3�)–H(3CO)···O(22)c 0.81(4) 2.02(8) 2.716(9) 143(11)

[a] Symmetry transformations used to generate equivalent atoms:
(a) 2 – x, 1 – y, 1 – z; (b) x – 1, y , z; (c) x, y + 1, z.

EPR Spectroscopy

The powder EPR spectrum of the complex at 9.58 GHz
shows a very broad, unresolved line at 77 K. A narrow sig-
nal at about 3000 G should be assigned to the CuII admix-
ture. Frozen solutions of the compound in dmf as well as
in water/ethylene glycol (3:1) exhibit spectra of two species
resulting from the equilibrium between two CuII complexes
labelled as I and II in Figure 2. The intensity ratio of the
two spectra depends on the solvent: complex I is dominant
in a water/glycol solution, whereas II is dominant in dmf.

Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3529–3535 © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim www.eurjic.org 3531

The EPR parameters derived by computer simulations of
the spectra are: g� = 2.206, g� = 2.045 and A� =
204�10–4 cm–1, A� = 25�10–4 cm–1 for sim I (assigned to
complex I); g� = 2.256, g�·= 2.050 and A� =
182� 10–4 cm–1, A� = 20� 10–4 cm–1 for sim II (assigned
to complex II). The parameters of I are typical for a CuII

complex with two en ligands, whereas those for complex II
(with a significantly increased g� and decreased A� in com-
parison to I) indicate that the CuII ion is coordinated by
one en ligand (with solvent molecules completing the CuII

coordination sphere) in agreement with the parameters ob-
served previously for model complexes[20a,20b] and accord-
ing to differences in g� and A� allowing us to distinguish
between N4 or N2 donor sets in the CuII basal plane.[20] The
spectra indicate a much greater stability of the [Cu(en)2]2+

units in water/glycol than in dmf.

Figure 2. Frozen-solution EPR spectra of [Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2Ni-
(OAc)4]·4H2O in water/ethylene glycol (1) and dmf (2) together
with the spectra simulated by using the parameters given in the text
for the particular, I and II, species in equilibrium.

The high-frequency, high-field EPR spectrum of the
powdered complex revealed a significant degree of dynam-
ics in the system with the spectral features changing rapidly
with temperature over a very narrow range. The spectrum

Figure 3. Temperature dependence of HF (224 GHz) EPR spectra
of powdered [Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2Ni(OAc)4]·4H2O (the asterisk indi-
cates the position of the signal from the monomeric CuII admix-
ture). The spectrum does not change much between 30 K and room
temperature.
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is extremely temperature-dependent at the lowest tempera-
tures (Figure 3), whereas at higher temperatures it collapses
to a narrow spectrum exhibiting no zero-field splitting fea-
tures with g� = 2.23 and g� = 2.18. A trace of monomeric
CuII with g� = 2.04 is also visible. If the strong, broad sig-
nal is from separate NiII ions then the signal from the sepa-
rate CuII ions should also be observed with comparable in-
tensity. Hence, the strong and broad signal cannot be a re-
sult of the separate NiII ions but rather from the Cu–Ni
chain.

Magnetic Properties

The results from magnetic susceptibility measurements
are plotted as effective magnetic moment (µeff) vs. tempera-
ture in Figure 4. The complex shows a room-temperature
magnetic moment of 3.6 B.M. This is very close to the spin-
only value for two uncoupled spins that is obtained accord-
ing to the expression:

The high-field EPR spectrum at room temperature indi-
cates that the gaverage value is 2.2 and the formula gives µeff

= 3.65 B.M. for S1 = 1/2, S2 = 1 and g1 = g2 = gaverage. The
increase of magnetic moment in the low-temperature region
(up to 4.4 B.M.) is indicative of weak ferromagnetic interac-
tions. The interpretation of the magnetic data was based on
the dimetallic ordered ring (CuNi)N model (where N is the
number of CuNi units) developed by Kahn and co-workers
for a ferromagnetic interaction in the Cu/Ni chain[21] with
the use of the following spin Hamiltonian:

where for each i, S2i–1 = SCu and S2i = SNi. Their calcula-
tions resulted in the tabulated dependence of χmT(4/g2) on
kT/|J| for N = 2, 3, 4, � and 0.3�kT/|J| �4. The inter- and
extrapolation of the tabulated data (for N = �) yields the
numerical equations that were fitted to the experimental
data. The best fit, obtained by setting J = 1.1 cm–1 and g =
2.14, resulted in R = 5.81�10–4, where R is the agreement
factor defined as Σ[(χT)obsd – (χT)calcd]2/Σ[(χT)obsd]2. Unfor-
tunately, this approach neglects the effects due to the zero-
field splitting, difference between the g factors of Cu and
Ni and anisotropic interactions. However, it is clear that the
increase in the magnetic moment at the lowest temperatures
is not due to the zero-field splitting on NiII or to the Zee-
man energy becoming comparable to kT as both these ef-
fects lead to a decrease of the magnetic moment with
decreasing temperature. Also, the magnetization at 2 K is
saturated at 3.14 NµB, confirming the S = 3/2 ground state
and ferromagnetic interaction between NiII and CuII spin
carriers.

The CSD search reveals 57 heterometallic Cu/Ni com-
plexes of a polymeric nature. A large number of these com-
plexes contain nickel in the form of a low-spin diamagnetic

www.eurjic.org © 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010, 3529–35353532

Figure 4. Plot of the effective magnetic moments vs. temperature
for 1. Squares are the experimental points, whereas the solid line
was calculated from gav = 2.14 and J = 1.1 cm–1 (see text). The
inset shows experimental M vs. H plot (circles) and calculated for
2 K and g = 2.14 (solid line).

[Ni(CN)4]2– block and thus could only show Cu···Cu inter-
actions. Five compounds were found to possess antiferro-
magnetic or nearly paramagnetic properties.[22] Since all
these complexes differ greatly in their exchange pathways, a
comparative study seems to be unfeasible. There are also a
few examples of Cu/Ni complexes with significant ferro-
magnetic interactions,[12a,23a] but no alternating chains can
be identified in their crystal structures (at least from a mag-
netic point of view). The 3D-polymeric complex [Ni(cy-
clam)(µ1,3-dca)2Cu(µ1,5-dca)2] (cyclam = 1,4,8,11-tetraaza-
cyclotetradecane) shows an overall antiferromagnetic be-
haviour,[23b] although the authors suggest the presence of
weak ferromagnetically coupled alternating Cu/Ni chains
within the crystal framework (to the best of our knowledge,
these results have not been interpreted). Only one recent
compound was found to exhibit all the desired features: the
1D-coordination polymer [Ni(cyclam)][Cu(tfadt)2] (tfadt =
3-trifluoromethylacrylonitrile-2,3-dithiolate) possesses a
ferromagnetic coupling[23c] of JCuNi = 3.5 cm–1, comparable
to the value reported in this paper. The exchange pathway
(Cu–S–C–C–N–Ni) is quite different from that observed in
1 (Cu–O–Ni), and hence a direct comparison of the geomet-
rical parameters cannot be made.

Considering both molecular and polymeric Cu/Ni com-
plexes containing the Cu–X–Ni fragment [but not Cu–
(X)2–Ni], which is closest to the Cu–O–Ni exchange path-
way in 1, we found five complexes whose structural and
magnetic properties are summarized in Table 3. It is notice-
able that the absolute value of the exchange parameter de-
creases with the increase of the Cu–O–Ni angle, whereas
the ferromagnetic interaction corresponds to higher angle
values. However, the additional bridging between the cop-
per and nickel centres in 5 and 6 could affect the magnetic
exchange. Finally, the lack of data does not allow us to
obtain reliable statistics, and we would like to refrain from
making conclusions from such limited data.
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Table 3. Selected geometrical parameters and magnetic exchange values for 1 and literature examples.

d(Cu···Ni) [Å] d(Cu–O) [Å] d(Ni–O) [Å] �(Cu–O–Ni) [°] J [cm–1] Additional Ref.
Cu···Ni bridging

1 4.24 2.54 2.09 133.0 1.1 – –
2 4.42 2.61 2.15 135.9 1.1 – [24]

3 4.10 2.56 2.08 123.7 –0.5 – [25]

4 3.65 1.96 2.10 127.9 –31 – [26]

5 3.43 1.84 2.09 121.6 –142 Cu–N–O–Ni [27]

6 3.45 1.92 2.08 119.7 –500 Cu–N=O–Ni [28]

Conclusions

The spontaneous self-assembly approach and its particu-
lar case – the direct synthesis – is known as an extremely
effective pathway for the generation of unprecedented coor-
dination compounds, and the present work confirms this
strategy. The synthetic procedure described here allowed us
to obtain a heterometallic Cu/Ni complex possessing a
combination of several uncommon features. Firstly, the
metal ions and water molecules form an alternating chain,
which was found to be the first example (according to CSD)
of a heterometallic 1D-coordination polymer based on
{–M(µ2-H2O)M�–}n fragments. Also, the presented com-
pound contains unique ambidentate [Ni(OAc)4]2– blocks.
The magnetic properties of this compound are also unex-
pected. Whereas the overwhelming majority of Cu/Ni com-
plexes show antiferromagnetic or paramagnetic behaviour,
our complex possesses weak ferromagnetic properties. In
view of the fact that there is only one ferromagnet pos-
sessing a true chain Cu/Ni structure, the complex reported
here represents an extremely rare example of the ferromag-
netically coupled (and at the same time crystallographically
confirmed) 1D Cu/Ni polymer.

Experimental Section
All chemicals were of reagent grade and used as received. All ex-
periments were carried out in air. Elemental analyses for metals
were performed by atomic absorption spectroscopy by the Depart-
ment of Chemistry, National Taras Shevchenko University of Kyiv
and with a vario EL III Universal CHNOS Elemental Analyzer
(for C, H, N) in the Department of Chemistry, University of Wro-
claw.

Synthesis of [Cu(en)2(µ2-H2O)2Ni(OAc)4]·4H2O: Copper powder
(0.16 g, 0.0025 mol), Ni(OAc)2·4H2O (0.62 g, 0.0025 mol),
NH4OAc (0.39 g, 0.005 mol), CH3OH (25 mL) and ethylenedi-
amine (0.5 mL, 0.0075 mol) were heated to 50–60 °C and stirred
magnetically for about 3 h. Dark violet crystals formed immedi-
ately after cooling of the resulting solution. The crystals were fil-
tered, washed with iPrOH and dried in vacuo at room temperature.
Yield: 0.83 g, 56%. C12H40CuN4NiO14 (586.72): calcd. C 24.57, H
6.87, Cu 10.83, N 9.55, Ni 10.01; found C 24.6, H 6.9, Cu 11.0, N
9.7, Ni 10.1. The compound is sparingly soluble in dmso, dmf and
water and is indefinitely stable in air.

Physical Measurements: Infrared spectra were recorded by using
KBr discs with a Spectrum BX-FTIR “Perkin–Elmer” spectropho-
tometer in the 4000–400 cm– 1 region. UV/Vis spectra were re-
corded with a Perkin–Elmer Lambda 900 spectrophotometer by
using the diffuse-reflectance technique. EPR spectra were recorded
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with a Bruker ESP 300E (Bruker, Germany) spectrometer op-
erating at X-band and equipped with a Bruker NMR gaussmeter
ER 035M and a Hewlett–Packard microwave frequency counter
HP 5350B. High-frequency EPR spectra were recorded with a
home-built spectrometer at the EMR facility of NHMFL.[29] The
instrument is a transmission-type device in which waves are propa-
gated in cylindrical light-pipes. The microwaves were generated
with a Gunn oscillator, operating at 95� 3 GHz. Higher fre-
quencies (by a factor 2, 3 or 4) were obtained by using a Schottky
diode based multiplier and appropriate high-pass filters. A phase-
locked oscillator (Virginia Diodes) operating at a frequency of
13�1 GHz and generating its harmonics, of which the 4th, 8th,
16th, 24th and 32nd were available, was also used. A superconduct-
ing magnet (Oxford Instruments) capable of reaching a field of
17 T was employed. Magnetic susceptibility data were measured
with a SQUID magnetometer (Quantum Design MPMSXL-5) over
the temperature range 1.8–300 K at a magnetic induction of 0.5 T.
The corrections for diamagnetism of the constituent atoms were
calculated from the Pascal constants.[30] Experimental susceptibili-
ties were also corrected for temperature-independent paramagne-
tism (TIP) (260�10–6 cm3 mol–1).

X-ray Structure Determination: C12H40CuN4NiO14 (Mr =
586.7 gmol–1), T = 150(2) K, triclinic, P1̄, a = 8.488(2) Å, b =
8.782(2) Å, c = 8.799(2) Å, α = 91.632(4)°, β = 102.516(4)°, γ =
96.535(4)°, V = 635.2(3) Å3, Z = 1, µ(Mo-Kα) = 1.645 mm–1, ρcalcd.

= 1.534 gcm–3, 5906 reflections measured (θmax = 29.0°), 3037
unique (Rint = 0.020) and of these 2550 had I�2σ(I). The final
residuals were R1 = 0.034 [I�2σ(I)] and wR2 = 0.087 (all data) for
205 parameters. Data collection was by means of a Bruker SMART
CCD diffractometer with subsequent full-matrix refinement on F2

using the program SHELXL-97[31] after multi-scan absorption cor-
rections (Tmax/min = 1/0.84). Anisotropic displacement parameters
were employed for the non-hydrogen atoms. The hydrogen atoms
of the bridging water molecule were clearly observed in later differ-
ence maps. Two solvent water molecules were modelled as being
disordered over two pairs of sites with the occupancy factors set at
0.5 after a trial refinement. Water-molecule H-atom parameters
were refined with restrained geometries. All remaining H-atoms
were added at calculated positions and refined by use of a riding
model with isotropic displacement parameters based on that of the
parent atom. CCDC-665382 contains the crystallographic data for
this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge from The
Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/
data_request/cif.
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